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Orangutans are unique for their solitary lifestyle, habitat type, slow growth, and long inter-birth
interval. All of these factors intertwine when we attempt to understand any aspect of their biology.
This research begins with the acknowledgment of the impact of these traits on their overall life
history, and leads into a focused study on the feeding behaviors and abilities of mother orangutans
and their offspring. By understanding and controlling for the unpredictable food availability within
their habitat, we identify correlations between the digestion abilities of these mother-offspring
pairs and how consumption may vary during times of various food availability. This research also
presents a case study on one of the most well-studied orangutans in our project to explore how her
feeding behavior is impacted by her maternal status.
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