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On the Multiplicity One Conjecture
in min-max theory

By XIN ZHOU

Abstract

‘We prove that in a closed manifold of dimension between 3 and 7 with
a bumpy metrie, the min-max minimal hypersurfaces associated with the
volume spectrum introduced by Gromov, Guth, Marques-Neves, are two-
sided and have multiplicity one. This confirms a conjecture by Marques-
Neves.

‘We prove that in a bumpy metric each volume spectrum is realized
by the min-max value of certain relative homotopy class of sweepouts of
boundaries of Caccioppoli sets. The main result follows by approximat-
ing such min-max value using the min-max theory for hypersurfaces with
prescribed mean curvature established by the author with Zhu.

0. Introduction

Let (M™*1, g) be a closed orientable Riemannian manifold of dimension
3 < (n+1) <7 In|[2], Almgren proved that the space of mod-2 cy-
cles Z,(M,Zs) is weakly homotopic the Eilenberg-MacLane space K(Z3,1) =
RP*. (See also [29] for a simpler proof.) Later, Gromov [15], [16], Guth [18],
Marques-Neves [28] introduced the notion of volume spectrum as a nonlinear
version of spectrum for the area functional in Z,(M,Z,). In particular, the
volume spectrum is a non-decreasing sequence of positive numbers

0<w(Mg)<-- <wp(M,g) < — +00,

which is uniquely determined by the metric g in a given closed manifold M.
By adapting the celebrated min-max theory developed by Almgren [3],
Pitts [31] (for 3 < (n + 1) < 6), and Schoen-Simon [33] (for n +1 = 7),
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768 XIN ZHOU

Marques-Neves [28], [27] proved that each wg(M, g) is associated with an in-
tegral varifold V}, whose support is a disjoint collection of smooth, connected,
closed, embedded, minimal hypersurfaces {X¥, ..., Efk}, such that

I
(0.1) wr(M, g) = Z mF . Area(XF),
i=1
where {m‘tf, .. ,mﬁ} C N is a set of positive integers, usually called multi-

plicities. We refer to [39], [6], [10], [17], [9], [23], [7], [47], [50], [32] for other
variants of this theory.

Our main theorem states that all these integer multiplicities are identically
equal to one for a bumpy metric. A metric g is called bumpy if every closed
immersed minimal hypersurface is non-degenerate. White proved that the set
of bumpy metrics is generic in Baire sense [42], [44].

THEOREM A. Given a closed manifold M™ of dimension 3 < (n + 1)
< 7 with a bumpy metric g, the min-max minimal hypersurfaces {Ef ke
N,i = 1,...,lx} associated with volume spectrum are all two-sided and have
multiplicity one and index bounded by k. That is mf =1 for all k € N,
1<i<l,

I, Ik
wi(M,g) = ZArea(E?) and Z index(XF) < k.
i=1 i=1

Remark 0.1. This solves the Multiplicity One Conjecture of Marques-
Neves [29, 1.2] (see also [27] for an earlier weaker version of this conjecture).
We refer to Theorem 5.2 for a more detailed statement of this result. Note that
by standard compactness analysis (see [35]), the same conclusion concerning
two-sidedness and multiplicity one also holds true for a metric with positive
Ricci curvature.

Remark 0.2. This conjecture was proved earlier for one-parameter min-
max constructions under positive Ricci curvature assumption by Marques-
Neves [25], the author [48, 49], and Ketover-Marques-Neves [22]. Later it
was fully proved for one-parameter case by Marques-Neves [27]. Recently,
Chodosh-Mantoulidis [5] proved this conjecture in dimension three (n+1) =3
for the Allen-Cahn setting (see [12] for earlier works along this direction); they
also proved that the total index is exactly k for their k-min-max solutions
when (n + 1) = 3. After our results were posted on arXiv, Marques-Neves
finished their program and also proved the same optimal index estimates for
3<(n+1) <729, Addendum].

One motivation of this conjecture is to prove the Yau’s conjecture [46]
on existence of infinitely many closed minimal surfaces in three manifolds.
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 769

Combining with the growth estimates of {wy(M,g)} by Marques-Neves [28,
Ths. 5.1 and 8.1] and the Frankel Theorem [11], we have

THEOREM B. Let M™*! be a closed manifold of dimension 3<(n+1)<7T.

(a) For each bumpy metric g, there erists infinitely many smooth, con-
nected, closed, embedded, minimal hypersurfaces.

(b) If a metric g has positive Ricci curvature, then there exists a sequence of
smooth, connected, closed, embedded, minimal hypersurfaces {Xg }ren,
such that )

Area(Xg) ~ k»1 as k — oo.

Remark 0.3. Result (a) was already known even without the bumpy as-
sumption by combining Marques-Neves [28] and Song [40]. For a set of generic
metrics, Irie-Marques-Neves [21] and Marques-Neves-Song [30] proved dense-
ness and equi-distribution for the space of closed embedded minimal hyper-
surfaces, using the Weyl Law for volume spectrum by Liokumovich-Marques-
Neves [24]. Their generic set in principle could be much smaller than the set
of bumpy metrics.

Result (b) was also obtained by Chodosh-Mantoulidis [5] in dimension
three (n + 1) = 3.

As a direct corollary of the compactness theory (see [35]), there is an
equivalent formulation of Theorem A for general metrics. Note that a closed
minimal hypersurface X is said to be degenerately stable if 0 is the lowest
eigenvalue for the second variation of area of ¥, and hence index(X) = 0
(when X is one-sided, one has to pass to its two-sided double cover).

THEOREM C. Let M™! be a closed manifold of dimension 3 < (n+1) <
7 with an arbitrary metric g. Then in (0.1), every connected component of
{Ef tkeN,i=1,...,lk} which is not degenerately stable is two-sided and has
multiplicity one. That is, if Eg" is not degenerately stable, k € N, 1 < i <,
then XF is two-sided, mF =1, and

Ik
Z index(2F) < k.
i=1

Remark 0.4. This formulation was noticed by the author shortly after this
article was first posted, and had formally appeared in the author’s Oberwolfach
Report for Partial Differential Equations, 2019.

This theorem can be viewed as a strengthened version of the Weighted
Morse Index Bound Conjecture by Marques-Neves. As a significant milestone,
Marques-Neves [27] proved the above index upper bound estimates. However,
the estimates might not be sharp as the contribution of these multiple sheets
were not counted. They made a conjecture that the sharp estimates should
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770 XIN ZHOU

contain the multiplicity as coefficients. Theorem C says that every component
which contributes nonzero index is two-sided and has multiplicity equal to one,
and hence proves sharpness of the estimates.

0.1. Sketch of the proof. The key idea of our proof is to approximate the
Area-functional by the weighted A"-functional used in the prescribing mean
curvature (PMC) min-max theory developed by the author with Zhu [52]. Note
that the A"-functional is only defined for boundaries of Caccioppoli sets; see
(1.1). A smooth critical point of AP is a hypersurface whose mean curvature
is prescribed by the restriction of h to itself. There are two crucial parts in the
proof. In the first part, we consider min-max construction of minimal hyper-
surfaces using sweepouts of boundaries of Caccioppoli sets. We observe that
in a bumpy metric if one approximates Area by a sequence {A‘S‘Ch}kem where
{ek}ren — 0, and if h : M — R is carefully chosen, then the limit min-max
minimal hypersurfaces (of min-max PMC hypersurfaces associated with A“:’“h)
are all two-sided and have multiplicity one; see Theorem 4.1. In the second
part, we show that in a bumpy metric the volume spectrum wy(M, g) can be
realized by the area of some minimal hypersurfaces coming from min-max con-
structions using sweepouts of boundaries. We now elaborate the detailed ideas.

To implement the idea in the first part, we generalize the PMC min-
max theory in [52] to multi-parameter families using continuous sweepouts.
Since the space of Caccioppoli sets C(M) is contractible, there is no nontrivial
free homotopy class to do min-max, so we have to consider relative homo-
topy classes. Heuristically, given a k-dimensional parameter space X, a subset
Z C X, and a continuous map ®, : X — C(M), we can consider its rela-
tive (X, Z)-homotopy class II = II(®g) consisting of all maps ® : X — C(M)
that are homotopic to ®, and such that ®|z; = ®g|z. If the min-max value
L" = inf{max,cx A"(®(z)) : ® < II} satisfies the nontriviality condition
L" > max,cz A"(®¢(x)) with respect to the A"-functional, and if & is chosen in
a dense subset S(g) C C*°(M) (depending on the metric g, see [52, Prop. 0.2]),
we prove the existence of a smooth closed hypersurface " of prescribed mean
curvature h; moreover, it is represented as the boundary X" = 90" for some
Caccioppoli set Q" and Ah(Qh ) = L"; hence X" is two-sided and have mul-
tiplicity one. X" is usually called a min-max PMC hypersurface. We also
established Morse index upper bounds following Marques-Neves [27]. That
is, we prove that the Morse index of X" is bounded from above by k (the
dimension of parameter space).

Given a relative homotopy class II as above, consider the min-max con-
struction for the Area-functional and let L=inf{max,cx Area(0®(z)) : ® €Il}.
If the nontriviality condition L > max,cz Area(0®o(x)) is satisfied, we can ap-
proximate L by L" for a fixed h € S(g) (to be chosen later) and small enough
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 771

€ > 0. We know that € - h also belongs to the dense subset S(g). Denote
Y. as the min-max PMC hypersurface associated with L&". As the family
{¥: : € > 0} have uniformly bounded area and Morse index, we can pick a
subsequence {3 = ¥, : & — 0} that converges as varifolds and also locally
smooth and graphically away from finitely many points to some limit minimal
hypersurface Yo, with integer multiplicity such that Area(Xs) = L. The limit
can be extended to a closed embedded minimal hypersurface Y., across the
bad points, and Y, also has the same Morse index upper bound. Hence Y
is a min-max minimal hypersurface associated with L. As a standard process,
if the multiplicity is greater than one, or if a component is one-sided, one can
obtain solutions of the Jacobi operator Ly of Y. by taking the limit of the
renormalizations of the heights between the top and bottom sheets of ;. In
particular, there are two possibilities for the limit depending on the orienta-
tions of the top and bottom sheets. For simplicity, let us assume that Y., is
connected and two-sided. An easier case happens when the top and bottom
sheets have the same orientation, and hence the limit is a nontrivial nonneg-
ative solution ¢ of the Jacobi equation Ly__ ¢ = 0 which cannot happen in a
bumpy metric. When the top and bottom sheets have opposite orientations,
the limit is either a nontrivial nonnegative solution to the Jacobi equation, or
is a solution ¢ of the following equation:

Ly_¢ =2h|s,, such that ¢ does not change sign.

The key observation is that one can find a h € §(g) so that the unique solution
(as Yoo is non-degenerate) of Ly _ ¢ = 2h|y_ must change sign, and hence
Yoo must have multiplicity one (see Lemma 4.2). Indeed, the set of minimal
hypersurfaces with bounded area and Morse index in a bumpy metric is finite
by the standard compactness results [35]. On each such X, we can construct
a hy € C*°(X) such that the unique solution f5; of Ly, fs; = 2hy, must change
sign, and we can further make the support of all such hy pairwise disjoint.
Since S(g) is open and dense, we can pick a h € S(g) that approximates all
hy, on ¥ as close as we want. Then the solution of Lyy = 2h|y must also
change sign. Up to here, we have elucidated how to construct two-sided min-
max minimal hypersurfaces with multiplicity one for sweepouts of boundaries
of Caccioppoli sets.

Lastly we apply the above multiplicity one result to the volume spec-
trum. Though the volume spectrum wy(M, g) is defined using cohomological
relations, Marques-Neves proved in [27], using their Morse index estimates,
that in a bumpy metric wg(M, g) is realized by the min-max value L(II) for
certain free homotopy class Il of maps ® : X — Z,(M™! Z,), where X is
some fixed k-dimensional parameter space and Z,(M™! Zs) is the space of
mod-2 cycles. It was observed by Marques-Neves [29] that the space of Cac-
cioppoli sets C(M) forms a double cover of Z,(M™! Zy) via the boundary
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772 XIN ZHOU

map 8 : C(M) — Z,(M™!,Z,). Therefore, by lifting to the double cover, for
each ® € II, we can produce a map ® : X — C(M), where m : X 5 X is
a double cover, such that 8®(x) = ®(m(z)). To produce a nontrivial relative
homotopy class, we pick a map @ € II such that max,cx Area(®g(z)) is very
close to L(II) = wg(M,g). Let Z C X to be the subset where each ®q(z),
x € Z, is e-distance away from the set of smooth closed embedded minimal
hypersurface ¥ with Area(X) < L and index(X) < k. Note that this set of
minimal hypersurfaces is finite in a bumpy metric, hence for € small enough the

complement Y = X \ Z C X is topologically trivial in the sense that Y does
not detect the generator of the cohomological ring of Z,(M™t!, Zy). There-
fore, the pre-image Y = 71 Y) c X is homeomorphic to two disjoint identical
copies of Y, denoted as YT and Y. On the other hand, since no element in
®((Z) is regular, by Pitts’s combinatorial argument, one can homotopically
deform ®q|z so that max,cz Area(®o(z)) < L. Now consider the relative
(X,Z )-homotopy class II generated by the map @y : X — C(M). One key
observation is that the min-max value L(IT) > L(II) > max,cz Area(®q(z)).
To see this, given any homotopic deformation ¥ : X — C (M) of ®, relative
to (®o)|5, if max,cy+ Area(0¥(z)) < L(II), then we can pass it to quotient
and obtain a continuous map ¥ : X — ZM, Zs) as YT and Y~ are dis-
joint and ¥|; = (®¢)|;, so that max,cx Area(¥(z)) < L(II), but this is a
contradiction as ¥ is homotopic to ®g. Therefore, II is a nontrivial relative
homotopy class in C(M), and its associated min-max minimal hypersurfaces
are two-sided and have multiplicity one. Finally, as the metric is bumpy, the
min-max value L(IT) of IT is equal to L(II) when max,ex Area(®o(x)) is close
enough to L(II) = wg(M, g). Hence we have explained how to construct two-
sided min-max minimal hypersurfaces of multiplicity one whose areas realize
the volume spectrum.

0.2. Qutline of the paper. In Section 1, we establish the multi-parameter
version of min-max theory for prescribing mean curvature hypersurfaces us-
ing continuous sweepouts. In Section 2, we prove several compactness results
for prescribing mean curvature hypersurfaces with uniform area and Morse in-
dex upper bounds. In Section 3, we prove the Morse index upper bound for
prescribing mean curvature hypersurfaces produced by our min-max theory.
In Section 4, we prove that min-max minimal hypersurfaces associated with
families of boundaries have multiplicity one in a bumpy metric. Finally, in
Section 5, we prove the Multiplicity One Conjecture for volume spectrum.
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1. Multi-parameter min-max theory
for prescribing mean curvature hypersurfaces

Here we present an adaption to multi-parameter families of the min-max
theory for hypersurfaces with prescribed mean curvature (abbreviated as PMC)
established by the author with Zhu [51], [52]. Let S = S(g) (depending on the
metric g) be the open and dense subset of C*°(M) chosen as in [52, Prop. 0.2].
More precisely, S(g) consists of all Morse functions h such that the zero set
Yo = {h = 0} is a smooth closed embedded hypersurface, and the mean curva-
ture of Yy vanishes to at most finite order. A hypersurface is almost embedded
(sometime also called strongly Alezandrov embedded) if it locally decomposes
into smooth embedded sheets that touch but do not cross. By [52, Th. 3.11],
any almost embedded hypersurface of prescribed mean curvature h € S has
touching set (n — 1)-rectifiable, and no component is minimal.

Notation. We collect some notions. We refer to [36] and [31, §2.1] for
further materials in geometric measure theory.

Let (M™"! g) denote a closed, oriented, smooth Riemannian manifold of
dimension 3 < (n41) < 7. Assume that (M, g) is embedded in some RL, I, € N.
B.(p) denotes the geodesic ball of (M, g). We denote by H* the k-dimensional
Hausdorff measure; Ix(M) (or Ix(M,Zs)) the space of k-dimensional integral
(or mod 2) currents in RY with support in M; Zi,(M) (or Z(M, Z,)) the space
of integral (or mod 2) currents T € I(M) with 0T = 0; V(M) the closure,
in the weak topology, of the space of k-dimensional rectifiable varifolds in R
with support in M; Gi(M) the Grassmannian bundle of un-oriented k-planes
over M; F and M respectively the flat norm [36, §31] and mass norm [36,
26.4] on Ix(M); F the varifold F-metric on Vi(M) and currents F-metric on
Ii(M) or Ix(M,Zs), [31, 2.1(19)(20)]; C(M) or C(U) the space of sets Q@ C M
or  C U C M with finite perimeter (Caccioppoli sets), [36, §14][14, §1.6];
and X(M) or X(U) the space of smooth vector fields in M or supported in
U. 09 denotes the (reduced)-boundary of [[2]] as an integral current, and vaq
denotes the outward pointing unit normal of 912, [36, 14.2].
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774 XIN ZHOU

We also utilize the following definitions:

(a) Given T € Ix(M), |T'| and ||T'|| denote respectively the integral varifold
and Radon measure in M associated with T7;

(b) Givenc > 0, avarifold V' € Vj(M) is said to have c-bounded first variation
in an open subset U C M, if

|6V (X)| < C/ | X |dpy for any X € X(U);
M

here the first variation of V along X is 6V (X) = ka(M) divs X (z)dV (z, S),
36, §39;

(c) Given a smooth immersed, closed, orientable hypersurface ¥ in M, or a
set Q € C(M) with finite perimeter, [[X]], [[€2]] denote the correspond-
ing integral currents with the natural orientation, and [¥] denotes the
corresponding integer-multiplicity varifold.

As noted by Marques-Neves [29, §5], C(M) is identified with I, 41(M, Z2).
In particular, the flat F-norm and the mass M-norm are the same on C(M).
Given 21,y € C(M), the F-distance between them is:

F(Q],Qg) = }_(Ql — QQ) + F(|6Ql|, |6QQ|)

Given 2 € C(M), we will denote EE(Q) ={Q eC(M):F(,Q) <e}.
We are interested in the following weighted area functional defined on
C(M). Given h: M — R, define the A"-functional on C(M) as

(1.1) AR Q) = H™00) — / hdH™
Q
The first variation formula for A" along X € X(M) is (see [36, 16.2])
(1.2) 8A"o(X) :] divgoXdusag — | h(X,v)dusq,
an an

where v = vgq is the outward unit normal on 9€2.
When the boundary 9€2 = ¥ is a smooth immersed hypersurface, we have

divs X = H(X,v),

where H is the mean curvature of X with respect to v; if 2 is a critical point
of A", then (1.2) directly implies that ¥ = 9Q must have mean curvature
H = hly. In this case, we can calculate the second variation formula for Al
along normal vector fields X € X(M) such that X = ¢v along 02 = X where
p € C*(X), [4, Prop. 2.5,

3> AM|a(X, X) = IIs(p, )

(1.3) _ [; (|V@|2 _ (RicM(u,V) + A%+ 8yh) ©*) dps.
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 775

In the above formula, Vg is the gradient of ¢ on ¥; RicM is the Ricci curvature
of M; A% is the second fundamental form of X.

1.1. Min-maz construction for (X,Z)-homotopy class. In this part, we
describe the setup for min-max theory for PMC hypersurfaces associated with
multiple parameter families in C(M).

Let X* be a cubical complex of dimension k € N in some I™ = [0, 1]™
and Z C X be a cubical subcomplex.

Let &y : X — (C(M),F) be a continuous map (with respect to the F-
topology on C(M)). We let II be the set of all sequences of continuous (in
F-topology) maps {®; : X — C(M)};en such that

(1) each ®; is homotopic to @ in the flat topology on C(M), and
(2) there exist homotopy maps {¥; : [0,1] x X — C(M) }ien which are contin-
uous in the flat topology, ¥;(0,-) = ®;, ¥;(1,-) = ®p, and satisfy

(1.4) lim sup sup{F(¥;(t, z), ®o(z)) : t € [0,1],z € Z} = 0.
i—o0
Note that a sequence {®;}ieny with ®; = ® for all 7 € N belongs to II.

Definition 1.1. Given a pair (X, Z) and ®, as above, {®;};cn is called a
(X, Z)-homotopy sequence of mappings into C(M ), and II is called the (X, Z)-
homotopy class of ®g.

Remark 1.2. 1I can be viewed as the relative homotopy class for ®¢ in
(C(M),®g|z). However, we cannot fix the values ®;|z to be exactly ®g|z. In
fact, in the later discretization/interpolation process, we will allow ®;|7 to
deviate slightly from ®y|z; but the deviations will converge to zero as i — oo.

Definition 1.3. The h-width of 1I is defined by:

L = LMIT) = inf limsup sup{A*(®i(z))}.
{@:}ell iso0 zeX
Definition 1.4. A sequence {®;};en € Il is called a min-maz sequence if

L*(®:) = sup A*(®i(a))

satisfies L"({®;}) := lim sup,_, o, L"(®;) = L"(II).
LEMMA 1.5. Given ®y and 11, there exists a min-maz sequence.

Proof. Take a sequence {{®{ }ien}aen in II, such that

lim L"({¢}en) = LM(ID).

—r 00
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Now we pick up a new sequence by a diagonalization process. Take a sequence
€q — 0. For each a, we pick i, € N, such that

sup F(¥7 (t,2),Po(x)) < £q and
tel0,1],zeZ

L"({®}) —ea < sup AY(@F (2)) < LP({9F}) +€a,

where U is the homotopy between ®; and ®o in the flat topology. Hence
the sequence {®f }aen belongs to IT and is a min-max sequence. |

Definition 1.6. The image set of {®;};en is defined by
K({®;}) = {V = lim |[0®;,(z;)| as varifolds : z; € X}.
j—oo

If {®; };en is a min-max sequence in I1, the critical set of {®;} is defined by

C({®:})
= {V = lim |0®;,(z;)| as varifolds : with lim A"(®; (z;)) = L"II)}.
j—o0 j—oo

Now we are ready to state the continuous version of min-max theory for
PMC hypersurfaces associated with a (X, Z)-homotopy class. It is a general-
ization of [52, Th. 4.8 and Proposition 7.3|, and the proof is given in Section 1.4.

THEOREM 1.7 (Min-max theorem). Let (M™, g) be a closed Riemannian
manifold of dimension 3 < (n+1) <7, and h € S(g) which satisfies [, h >
0. Given a map ®9 : X — (C(M),F) continuous in the F-topology and the
associated (X, Z)-homotopy class I1, suppose

(1.5) Lh(1I) > max{g]g%mﬁ(@o(m)),o}.

Let {®;}ien € II be a min-maz sequence for II. Then there exists V € C({®;})
induced by a nontrivial, smooth, closed, almost embedded hypersurface X" C M
of prescribed mean curvature h with multiplicity one.

Moreover, V = limj o [0®;, ()| for some {i;} C {i}, {z;} € X\Z, with
lim; 00 A" (@4, (z5)) = LM(I1), and @4, (x;) converges in the F-topology to some
Q € C(M) such that ¥ = OS2 where its mean curvature with respect to the unit
outer normal is h, and

AM(Q) = L.
1.2. Pull-tight. Now we describe the pull-tight process in [52, §5]. Let
¢ = supy, |k|, and L¢ = 2L" + ¢ Vol(M). Denote
AS ={V € Va(M) - [[V]|(M)
< L,V has c-bounded first variation, or V' € |0®¢|(Z)}.
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We can follow [51, §4] or [52, §5] to construct a continuous map:
H:[0,1] x (C(M),F)n{M(89) < L} — (C(M),F)n {M(99Q) < L°}

such that
(i) H(0,22) = Q for all
(il) H(t, ) =Qif [09Q| € AS;
(iii) if |09 ¢ A%,

AMH(1,Q)) — AMQ) < —L(F(]69], AS,)) < 0;

here L : [0, 00) — [0, 00) is a continuous function with L(0) =0, L(t) > 0
when t > 0;
(iv) for every € > 0, there exists § > 0 such that

zeZ, F(Q,®(z)) <6 = F(H(t,Q),Po(z)) <eforalltel01l];

this is a direct consequence of (ii) since |0®g|(Z) C AS,.

Note that to construct H, the only modification of [52, §5.1] is to add [0®¢|(Z)
into the definition of AS as we want to fix the values assumed on Z in the
tightening process; all other steps in [52, §5.1] carry out the same way. In
particular, (using notions in [52, §5.1]), H(t,Q) := (¥aq(t)) ().

LEMMA 1.8. Given a min-maz sequence {®; }ien € I, we define ®;(z) =
H(1,®}(x)) for every x € X. Then {®;}ien is also a min-maz sequence in
II. Moreover, C({®;}) C C({®}}) and every element of C({®;}) either has
c-bounded first variation, or belongs to |0®p|(Z).

Proof. By continuity of H, we know that ®; is homotopic to ®; in the flat
topology. By (iv), {U;(t,z) = H(t,®}(x))} satisfies (1.4), and hence {®;} € IL
By (ii)(iii), A™(®i(z)) < A"®}(z)) for every z € X, so {®;} is also a min-
max sequence. Finally, given any V' € C({®;}), then V = lim; o0 [0®;,(x;)|
where lim;_, o A"(®;,(z;)) = L". Denote V* = lim;_,o0 |09; (z;)|. By (iii),
lim; o0 F(|0®] (25)|, AS) = 0 (as lim, 00 A"(Dy, (2)) = im0 A™(®], (7))
= Lh), so V* € AS. On the other hand,

V = lim [0H(1, ® (z;))| = H(1, lim |9® (z;)]) = H(L,V*) = V*.
j—o0 7 j—oo 7

(Note that H is also well defined as a continuous map H : [0,1] x {V €
Va(M), [VI[(M) < L} — {V € Va(M), [V[[(M) < I°}.) Hence C({8}) C
C({®;}) and the proof is finished. O

Definition 1.9. Let ¢ = supyy |h|. Any min-max sequence {®;};ey € II
such that every element of C({®;}) has c-bounded first variation or belongs to
|0®|(Z) is called pulled-tight.
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1.3. Discretization and interpolation results. We record several discretiza-
tion and interpolation results developed by Marques-Neves [26, 28]. Though
these results were proven for sweepouts in Z,(M,Z) or Z,(M,Zs), they work
well for sweepouts in C(M). We will point out necessary modifications.

We refer to Appendix A for the notion of cubic complex structure on X.
We refer to [52, §4] for the notion of discrete sweepouts. Though all definitions
therein were made when X = [0, 1], there is no change for discrete sweepouts

on X.
Recall that given a map ¢ : X (k)o — C(M), the fineness of ¢ is defined as

f(¢) = sup{F(¢(z) — 6(v))
+ M(0¢(z) — 9¢(y)) : =,y are adjacent vertices in X (k)o}.

Definition 1.10 (cf. [28, §3.7 ]). Given a continuous (in the flat topology)
map ® : X — C(M), we say that ® has no concentration of mass if

li_r}t%)sup{||6¢’($)||(B,-(p)),p eM,zeX}=0.

The purpose of the next theorem is to construct discrete maps out of a
continuous map in flat topology.

THEOREM 1.11. Let ® : X — C(M) be a continuous map in the flat topol-
ogy that has no concentration of mass, and supyecxy M(0®(z)) < +o0o. Assume
that ®|z is continuous under the F-topology. Then there exist a sequence of
maps

(,?5;' : X(k;’)o — C(M),

and a sequence of homotopy maps:
’d)@ : I(ki)o X X(k«t)ﬂ — C(M)?

with k; < kiy1, ¥i(0,-) = ¢i—1 on(ki, ki—1), ¥i(1,-) = ¢, and a sequence of
numbers {0;}ien — 0 such that

(i) the fineness f(1;) < &;;
(ii)
Sup{}_(‘lf);'(t,:l?) — @(:B)) 1t e I(k;’)o, T € X(k;’)o} < 4y

(iii) for some sequence l; — oo, with l; < k;

M(0vi(t, z)) < sup{M(0®(v)) : z,y € a for some a € X(l;)} + d;;

and this directly implies that

sup{M(0¢;i(x)) : z € X (ko)o} < sup{M(0®(z)) : z € X} + 6;.
As ®|z s continuous in F-topology, we have from (i) that for all t €
I(k¢)0 and x € Z(k;’)o
M(0¢i(t, x)) < M(0%(x)) + mi
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with n; — 0 as i — co. Applying [26, Lemma 4.1] with § = ®(Z), we get by
(ii) that
(iv)

sup{F (¢i(t,z), ®(z)) : t € I(ki)o,z € Z(ki)o} —+ 0, as i — oc.

Now given h € C*°(M), denoting c = supyy |h|, then we have from (ii)(1t)
that

(v)
Al (¢4(x)) < sup{A"(®(v)) : @ € X (), =,y € a} + (1 4 ¢)d;
and hence
sup{A"(¢i(z)) : & € X (ki)o} < sup{A"(®(z)) : z € X} + (1 + ¢)di.

Proof. [26, Th. 13.1] and [28, Th. 3.9] proved this result when C(M) is
replaced by Z,(M) and Z,,(M,Zy) respectively. The adaption to C(M) was
done in [49, Th. 5.1] when X = [0, 1] and it is the same for general X. O

The purpose of the next theorem is to construct a continuous map in the
F-topology out of a discrete map with small fineness.

THEOREM 1.12. There erist some positive constants Co = Co(M, m) and
80 = do(M,m) so that if Y is a cubical subcomplex of I(m, k) and
¢:Yy— C(M)
has £(¢) < dp, then there ezists a map
®:Y - C(M)
continuous in the F-topology and satisfying
(i) @(z) = ¢(x) for all z € Yyp;

(i) of @ is some j-cell in'Y, then ® restricted to oo depends only on the values
of ¢ restricted on the vertices of «;

(ii)
sup{F(®(z),®(y)) : =,y lie in a common cell of Y} < Cof (o).

Proof. This result was proved in [28, Th. 3.10] for when C(M) is replaced
by Z,(M,Zs). We can use the double cover 0 : C(M) — Z,(M,Zs) (see [29,
§5]) to lift the extension from Z, (M, Z,) to C(M).

Let Cy = Cyp(M,m) and §y = dp(M) be given in [28, Th. 3.10]. Denote
d=00¢:Y — Zn(M,Zsy) as the projection of ¢ into Z,(M,Zs). Then
f((;;) < dp, so by [28, Th. 3.10], there exists a map:

®:Y = Z,(M,M,Zy)
continuous in the M-topology and satisfying
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(a) ®(z) = ¢(x) for all z € Yp;
b) if a is some j-cell in Y, then ® restricted to a depends only on the values

of ¢ restricted on the vertices of a;

(c) sup{M(®(z),®(y)) : ,y lie in a common cell of Y} < Cof(¢).

By [29, Claim 5.2], ® can be uniquely lifted to a continuous map ® : Y —
C(M) such that 8o ® = ® and ®(x) = ¢(z) for all z € Y. In fact, given a
j-cell o and a fixed vertex zg € ap, there is a unique lift ® : @ — C(M) such
that ®(zo) = ¢(zp). By the construction in [29, Claim 5.2], F(®(z), ®(zp)) =
F(®(z),®(z0)) < Cof(d) for every = € a, so we know by the Constancy
Theorem that ®(z) = ¢(x) for each vertex x € ap when §y is small enough.
Thus ® can be obtained by lifting ® in each cell of Y.

Since d®(z) and ®(z) represent the same varifold, ® is continuous in the
F-topology. So we have proved (i) and (ii).

For (iii), we have

F(9(z), ®(y)) = F(2(z), D(y)) + F(|02(2)], |02(y)]) < 2Cof(¢). [

Remark 1.13. Note that in general the mass of 0®(z) — 0®(y) as element
in Z,(M) may not be equal to that of ®(z) — ®(y), so we may not be able to
prove the M-continuity for ®.

Following [28, 3.10], we call the map @ given in Theorem 1.12 the Almgren
extension of ¢. We will record a few properties concerning the homotopy
equivalence of Almgren’s extensions.

Before stating the next result, we first recall the notion of homotopic
equivalence between discrete sweepouts. Let Y be a cubical subcomplex of
I(m, k). Given two discrete maps ¢; : Y (l;)o — C(M), we say ¢1 is homotopic
to @2 with fineness less than n, if there exist [ € N, [ > [;,l3 and a map

Y :I(1,k+1)o xY(l)o - C(M)
with fineness f(z)) < 7 and such that
P([i —1],y) = ¢i(n(k + L,k +1:)(y)), i = 1,2,y € Y(I)o.

The following result is analogous to [28, Prop. 3.11]. We provide a slightly
different proof.

PROPOSITION 1.14. With ¢1,¢2 as above, if n < do(M,m) in Theo-
rem 1.12, then the Almgren extensions

@1,‘1’2 Y —)‘C(M)
of @1, o, respectively, are homotopic to each other in the F-topology.

Proof. By Theorem 1.12, the Almgren extension ¥ : I XY — C(M) of ¢ is
continuous in F-topology and is a homotopy between the Almgren extensions
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 781

1,95 of ¢1,¢5 : Y(I)g — C(M) (given by ¢}(y) = ¥([i — 1],y)). Note that
®! is just a reparametrization of the Almgren extension ®; of ¢; for i = 1,2
respectively, so ®; is homotopic to @} in the F-topology. Now let us describe
the reparametrization map. Given an arbitrary cell a and k € N, we take a,
to be the center cell of a(k). We can define a map na : @ — « such that it
maps . to a linearly, and for each z € a\a, if we denote by z. the nearest
point projection of z to da, then ngr maps = to ng k(z:). This map dilates
o to a and compresses o\, to the boundary da, and it is homotopic to the
identity map. With this notion ®}|q = ®;|q 0 na -1, on each cell a € Y (I;).
Hence we finish the proof. |

The following result is the counterpart of [28, Cor. 3.12].

PROPOSITION 1.15. Let {¢i}ien and {¢i}ien be given by Theorem 1.11
applied to some ® therein. Assume that ® is continuous in the F-topology on
X. Then the Almgren ertension ®; is homotopic to ® in the F-topology for
sufficiently large i.

In particular, for i large enough, there exist homotopy maps ¥; : [0,1] x
X — C(M) continuous in the F-topology, ¥;(0,-) = ®;, ¥U;(1,-) = ®, and

limsup sup F(¥(t,z), ®(x)) — 0.
i—oo tel0,1],zeX

Therefore, for given h € C*°(M), we have

lim sup sup A"(®;(z)) < sup A"(®(z)).
i—oo xzeX zeX
Proof. For i large enough such that 4; < dp in Theorem 1.12, we let
W; : I x X — C(M) be the Almgren extensions of ;. By Theorem 1.11(iv)
(with Z = X) and Theorem 1.12(iii), we know that

(1.6) limsup sup F(;(t, z), ®(z)) — 0.
i—oo  tel0,1],zeX

As in the proof of the above Proposition, we can amend ¥; with the repara-
metrization maps associated with the two pairs (®;_;,®;_1) and (®}, ®;), and
abuse the notation and still denote them by ¥;. Then U; is a continuous (in the
F-topology) homotopy between ®;_; and ®;. Note that the reparametrizations
are done is small cells with sizes converging to zero, so (1.6) still holds true for
the amended maps by Theorem 1.12(iii) again. For given ¢ large enough, to
construct the homotopy from ®; to ®, we can just let U; : [0,00] x X — C(M)
be the gluing of all {¥;};>i. Note that by (1.6), ¥;(0c0,-) = ® (we can identify
[0, co] with [0, 1] in the definition of ¥;), and (1.6) holds true with ¥; replaced
by ¥;. Hence we finish the proof. |
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1.4. Proof of the min-maz Theorem. One key ingredient in the Almgren-
Pitts theory to prove regularity of min-max varifold is to introduce the “almost
minimizing” concept. Given h € S(g), we refer to [52, §6] for the detailed no-
tion of h-almost minimizing varifold and related properties. The existence of
almost minimizing varifolds follows from a combinatorial argument of Pitts
[31, p. 165-page 174] inspired by early work of Almgren [3|. Pitts’s argu-
ment works well in the construction of min-max PMC hypersurfaces; see [52,
Th. 6.4]. Marques-Neves has generalized Pitts’s combinatorial argument to a
more general form in [28, 2.12], and we can adapt their result to the PMC
setting with no change. We now describe the adaption.

Consider a sequence of cubical subcomplexes Y; of I(m, k;) with k; — oo,
and a sequence S = {;}ien of maps

o1 (Yi)o - C(M)
with fineness f(yp;) = ; converging to zero. Define
L(S) = limsupsup{Ah(goi(y)) :y € (Yi)o},
i—00
K(S)={V = jlggo |0pi, (y;)| as varifolds : y; € (Yi;)o0},
and

C(S) = {V = lim |9¢;,(y;)| as varifolds : with lim A"(¢; (y;)) = L"(S)}.
Jj—roo j—oo

We say that an element V' € C(S) is h-almost minimizing in small annuli
with respect to S (cf. [52, Def. 6.3]), if for any p € M and any small enough an-
nulus A = Ay, r(p) centered at p with radii 0 < 71 < rg, there exist sequences
{ij}jen C {i}ien and {y; : y; € (Yi;)o}jen, such that V' = lim;—, [0, (7).
lim; 00 A" (i, (y;)) = L(S), and i, (y;) € #"(A;€4,6:; M) (see [52, Def. 6.1])
for some €;,8; — 0. The last condition is usually called (&3, d;, h)-almost min-
imizing. Note that by [52, Prop. 6.5], V' is also h-almost minimizing in small
annuli in the sense of [52, Def. 6.3].

The following is a variant of [28, Th. 2.13] and [31, Th. 4.10].

THEOREM 1.16. If no element V € C(S) is h-almost minimizing in small
annuli with respect to S, then there exists a sequence S = {@;} of maps

@i : Yi(ls)o — C(M),
for some l; € N, such that
e ©; is homotopic to p; with fineness converging to zero as i — o0;

o L1(3) < L1(S).

Proof. By the assumption of the theorem, for each V' € C(S), there exists
ap € M, such that for any 7 > 0, thereexist r,s >0, with 7 > r+25 > r—25 > 0
and € > 0, such that, if A*(p;i(y)) > L"(S) — € and F(|0wi(y)|,V) < &, then

This content downloaded from
128.111.61.13 on Tue, 24 Nov 2020 04:26:23 UTC
All use subject to https://about jstor.org/terms



MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 783

vi(y) ¢ dh(Ar_23,r+2S(p);€?6;M) for any § > 0. As in the proof of [31,
Th. 4.10], we denote ¢ = (3™)3". By the compactness of C(S), we can find
a uniform € > 0 and I € N, and finitely many points pq,...,p, € M, and
for each p;, we can find ¢ concentric annuli A;; DD --- DD Aj. (centered at
pj), such that, if A"(pi(y)) > LP(S) — € and i > I, then there exists some
je{l,...,v}, so that ¢;(y) ¢ @"(Aja;€,6;M) for all a € {1,...,c} and for
any 0 > 0. From here the construction in [31, Page 165-174] can be applied to
S so as to produce the desired S. |

Now we are ready to prove Theorem 1.7 following closely that of [27,
Th. 3.8]. The only additional thing is to keep track of the volume term
[ hdH™ ! in A"(Q) and the values of maps assumed on Z.

Proof of Theorem 1.7. Let {®;};en be a pulled-tight min-max sequence
for II. By the assumption [,, h >0, L*(TI) > 0, and [52, Lemma 4.11], every
element in C({®;}) is nontrivial. Given ®; : X — C(M), it has no concentra-
tion of mass as it is continuous in the F-topology, so applying Theorem 1.11
gives a sequence of maps:

91 : X (K)o — C(M),
with ki < k‘z *1 and a sequence of positive {5“: }ien — 0, satisfying (i)-- - (v) in
Theorem 1.11.

As @; is continuous in the F-topology, by the same reasoning as Theo-
rem 1.11(iii)(iv), we further have that for every = € X (k?)o,

M(0¢](2)) < M(00i(a)) +m]
Withng—)[)asj—)oo,and
sup{F(¢! (), ®;(z)) : z € X (K)o} = 0, as j — oo.
Now choose j(i) — oo as ¢ — oo, such that ¢; = gﬁg(ﬂ : X(kg(é))g — C(M)
satisfies
o sup{F(pi(z),Qi(x)):z € X(kg(i))o} < a; with a; =+ 0 as i — o0;
o sup{F(®;(z), ®:(y)) : 7,y € o, a € X (K} < a3
e the fineness f(¢;) — 0 as i — oo;
e the Almgren extensions & . x s5c (M) is homotopic to ®; in the F-
topology with homotopy maps lllg(t), and
lim sup sup{F(lI'E(i)(t, z),®i(z)):te€ 0,1,z € X} =0,
i—00
and
lim sup sup Ah(i’g(i) (z)) < limsup sup A"(®;(z)) = L"(I0),
i—oo xzeX i—oo xzeX

by Proposition 1.15.
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Therefore, if S = {¢;}, then L*(S) = L*({®;}) and C(S) = C({®;}). By
Theorem 1.16, if no element V' € C(S) is h-almost minimizing in small annuli
with respect to S, we can find a sequence S = {@i} of maps

@i X(KD +1,)0 — c(M)

such that

e ; is homotopic to ; with fineness converging to zero as i — oo;

o L?(S) < LA(S).
By Proposition 1.14, the Almgren extensions of y;, @;:

1D §,: X - (M),

respectively, are homotopic to each other in the F-topology for 7 large enough,
so ®; is homotopic to ®; in the F-topology.

By assumptions (1.5) and (1.4), for ¢ large enough, @; is the identical to
@i 0 n(kiI R k“: (i)) near Z (ki @ 4 li)o; indeed, the deformation process in
Theorem 1.16 was only made to those ¢;(x) with A"(p;(z)) close to L*(S).
Therefore, the homotopy maps ¥; between ‘I’g(i) and ®; produced by Proposi-
tion 1.14 when restricted to Z are just the reparametrization maps described
therein. Hence

lim sup sup{F(¥;(t, m),@g(i) (z)):t 0,1,z € Z} = 0.

i—00
Therefore, {‘i’i}@em € II. However, by Theorem 1.12

lim sup sup{A"(®;(x)) : € X} < LP(S) < L"(S) = L(10).
T—r 20
This is a contradiction. So some V' € C(S) = C({®;}) is h-almost minimizing
in small annuli with respect to S, and hence is h-almost minimizing in small
annuli in the sense of [52, Def. 6.3].

To finish the proof, we need to show that V has c-bounded first variation,
and then [52, Th. 7.1 and Prop. 7.3| give the regularity of V' and the existence
of . Indeed, by Definition 1.9, V either has c-bounded first variation or
belongs to [0®¢|(Z). Being h-almost minimizing in small annuli implies that
V has c-bounded first variation away from finitely many points by [52, Lemma
6.2]. If V € |0®|(Z), then the proof of [19, Th. 4.1] implies that ||V| has at
most 7" 3-volume growth near these bad points, so the first variation extends
across these points, and hence V' has c-bounded first variation in M. (Note
that even if V' € |0®¢|(Z), the associated €2 does not belong to ®o(Z), as 2
may be equal to M\ ®o(z) for some z € Z.) So we finish the proof. O
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2. Compactness of PMC hypersurfaces with bounded Morse index

Now we present an adaption of Sharp’s compactness theorem [35] (for
minimal hypersurfaces) to the PMC setting and necessary modifications of the
proof. Given a closed Riemannian manifold (M™1, g) and h € S(g), denote
by P" the class of smooth, closed, almost embedded hypersurfaces ¥ ¢ M,
such that ¥ is represented as the boundary of some open subset 2 C M (in
the sense of current), and the mean curvature of ¥ with respect to the outer
normal of € is prescribed by h, i.e.,

Hs, = h|x.

In the following we will sometime abuse the notation and identify 3 with €.

Note that when h € S(g), the min-max PMC hypersurfaces produced in
Theorem 1.7 satisfy the above requirements. Indeed, such ¥ = 952 is a critical
point of the weighted A" functional (1.1):

AM(Q) = Area(S) — / hdH™H.
0

The second variation formula for A" along normal vector field X = v € X(M)
is given by

A Q(X,X) = /E(|V<p|2 — (RicM (v,v) + |AZ 2 + 8,h)¢?)dus..

The classical Morse index for ¥ is defined as the number of negative eigenvalues
of the the above quadratic form. However, since we will deal with hypersurfaces
with self-touching, a weaker version of index is needed. We adopt a concept
used by Marques-Neves [27, Def. 4.1]. As we will see, this weaker index works
well for proving both compactness theory and Morse index upper bound.

Definition 2.1. Given ¥ € P" with ¥ = 89, k € N and € > 0, we say that
Y is k-unstable in an e-neighborhood if there exists 0 < ¢p < 1 an a smooth

family {F,} -+ C Diff(M) with Fy = Id, F_, = F; ! for all v € B" (the

veB
standard k-dimensional ball in R¥) such that, for any Q' € EES (€2), the smooth
function

Al B" = [0,00), A (v) = AM(F,(Q))
satisfies

e AR, has a unique maximum at m(Q') € Bicuh/ﬁ(o);

o —L11d < DAl (u) < —cold for all u € B

Since ¥ is a critical point of A", necessarily m(Q) = 0.
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Remark 2.2. If a sequence §2; converges to £ in the F-topology, then Agi
tends to Ag in the smooth topology. Thus if a ¥ € P! is k-unstable in a
O-neighborhood, then it is k-unstable in an e-neighborhood for some £ > 0.

Definition 2.3. Given a ¥ € P" and k € N, we say that its Morse indez
is bounded (from above) by k, denoted as

index(X) < k,

if it is not j-unstable in 0-neighborhood for any 5 > k + 1.

All the above concepts can be localized to an open subset U C M by using
Diff(U) in place of Diff (M). If ¥ has index equal to 0 in U, we say ¥ is weakly
stable in U.

PROPOSITION 2.4. If X € P" is smoothly embedded with no self-touching,
then X is k-unstable (in 0-neighborhood) if and only if its classical Morse index
is > k.

Proof. The proof is the same as [27, Prop. 4.3]. O

We have the following curvature estimates as a variant of [52, Th. 3.6]
(with relatively weaker stability assumptions).

THEOREM 2.5 (Curvature estimates for weakly stable PMC). Let 3 <
(n+1) <7, and let U C M be an open subset. Let ¥ € P" be weakly stable in
U with Area(X) < C. Then there erists Cy depending only on n, M, ||h|cs,C,
such that
RO R —

disty;(x, 0U)

Proof. The curvature estimates follow from standard blowup arguments
together with the Bernstein Theorem [34, Th. 2] and [33, Th. 3]. In particular,
being weakly stable in U means that for any ambient vector field X € X(U)
that generates the flow d)f( , we have

|A* for allz € X.

2

(2.1) ] _ Ak @) o

Assume the conclusion is false. Then there exists a sequence of weakly stable
hypersurfaces {¥;}ien with prescribing functions {h;}ien satisfying uniform
bounds, but supy; dist}; (-, 8U)| A% |?(-) = co. By the standard blowup process
(cf. [41]), one can take a sequence of rescalings of ¥; that converges locally in
O3 and graphically to a non-flat minimal hypersurface ¥, in R**t1. Note that
the rescalings of {h;} converges to 0 locally uniformly in C3. By the almost
embedded assumption and the maximum principle for minimal hypersurfaces
([8]), o is embedded and hence is two-sided. By the classical monotonicity
formula and area upper bound assumption on {¥;}, X has polynomial volume
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 787

growth. The key observation is that (2.1) is preserved under locally C3¢
convergence, and hence Y., is a stable minimal hypersurface. Therefore, it has
to be flat by the Bernstein Theorem, but this is a contradiction. |

Given h € §(g9),0 < A€Rand I € N, let
PMA,T) := {Z € P" : Area(¥) < A,index(X) < T}.

THEOREM 2.6 (Compactness for PMCs with bounded index). Let (M, g)
be a closed Riemannian manifold of dimension 3 < (n+1) < 7. Assume that
{hk}ren is a sequence of smooth functions in S(g) such that limp_ o0 hi = hoo
in smooth topology, where hoo € S(g) or hoo = 0. Let {E}ren be a sequence
of hypersurfaces such that X € P™ (A, I) for some fited A > 0 and I € N.
Then,

(i) Up to a subsequence, there exists a smooth, closed, almost embedded hy-
persurface Yo with prescribed mean curvature hoy, such that X — Yo
(possibly with integer multiplicity) in the varifold sense, and hence also
in the Hausdorff distance by monotonicity formula.

(ii) There ezxists a finite set of points Y C M with #Y < I, such that the
convergence of X — Yoo s locally smooth and graphical on ¥ \ V.

(iil) If hoo € S(g), then the multiplicity of Yoo is 1, and Xoo € Pl (A, T).

(iv) Assuming Xj # Yoo eventually and hy = hoo = h € S(g) for all k such
that every ¥ € P is properly embedded with no self-touching, then Y = (),
and the nullity of Yo, with respect to 62AM is > 1.

(v) If hoo =0, then the classical Morse index of X, satisfies index(Xo) < I
(without counting multiplicity).

Remark 2.7. Here we choose to only present the proof when hy, € S(g)
or hoo = 0. The results also hold true for arbitrary ho, € C°(M), and details
will appear elsewhere.

Proof. The proof follows in essentially the same way as [35, Th. 2.3] once
we use Theorem 2.5 to replace [35, Th. 2.1]; we will provide necessary modifi-
cations.

Part 1. We first have the following variant of [35, Lemma 3.1]. Given any
collection of I +1 pairwise disjoint open sets {Ut}f: 11, we have that X (we drop
the sub-index k in this paragraph) is weakly stable in U; for some 1 <17 < I+1.
Indeed, suppose this is false. Then X = 92 is at least 1-unstable in each Uj;,
and hence there exist ¢; € (0,1) and {F} }¢e[—1,1) C Diff(U;) with F*, = (F}) ™,
such that —;—1_ < %Ah(Ff(Q)) < —¢;. Now for v = (vy,...,v141) € B Jet
Fy(z) = Fy;,, 0--- 0 Fy (x). Since {U;} are pairwise disjoint, it is easy to see
that co = min{c;} and {F,} give an (I + 1)-unstable pair for ¥, and hence is
a contradiction.
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788 XIN ZHOU

This fact, together with Theorem 2.5, implies that (up to a subsequence)
Y;, converges locally smoothly and graphically to an almost embedded hyper-
surface X, of prescribed mean curvature hy, (possibly with integer multiplic-
ity) away from at most I points, which we denote by ). Since as varifolds X,
have uniformly bounded first variation, by Allard’s compactness theorem [1],
Yk also converges as varifolds to an integral varifold represented by > .

Now we prove that Yo, extends smoothly as an almost embedded hyper-
surface across the singular points ); i.e., )V are removable. By the argument
in [35, Claim 2, p. 326|, for each y; € ), there exists some r; > 0 such that
Yoo is weakly stable in By, (y:)\{vi} in the following sense. Denote Qo as the
weak limit of € as Caccioppoli sets where X = 0Q. If hoo € S(g), then by
the first paragraph in Part 2 below, Yoo = 0Qx away from ), Hy, . = hoo|x,,,
and A"=(Xy) = Area(Xo) — fﬂm hoodH™t1; if hoo = 0, then Y is a min-
imal hypersurface and A"= () = Area(Xs). In both cases, we say that
Yoo is weakly stable in By (y:)\{v:} if for any X € X(By,(vi)\{v:}) with the
associated flow {¢X : t € [—¢,€]}, di:gL:DAhm(fo((Eoo)) > 0. Note that if
this is not true for some X € X(By,(v:)\{v:}), as A™(¢X (X)) converges to
A (X (X)) smoothly as functions of ¢, then X is not weakly stable in
By, (yi)\{vi} for k sufficiently large. Following [35, Claim 2, p. 326|, we can
deduce the required stability property for Y. Since ¥ has bounded first
variation, then by a classical removable singularity result (see Theorem B.1
when ho € S(g), and [33] when hoo = 0), we get the smooth extension. Up to
here, we have finished proving (i) and (ii).

Part 2. If hoo € S(g), then [52, Th. 3.20] implies that ¥, has multiplicity
one and is the boundary of some open set 2o, (note that when ho, € S(g),
only case (2) of [52, Th. 3.20] will happen). In fact, fix a point p € Yo where
Y. is properly embedded. If the limit >, has multiplicity > 2, then for 7
sufficiently large and inside a neighborhood of p, X; consists of several sheets
with normal pointing to the same side of ¥, but this cannot happen when
Y; bounds a region ;. We refer to the proof of [52, Th. 3.20] for more details.

If index(X,) > I, then there exist ¢y € (0,1) and {F), : v € FIH} C
Diff (M) such that —% Id < D? A" (Fy(Q)) < —cold for all v € B, Since
Y, = 0€) converges to Yo, smoothly away from finitely many points, we know
that 2 converges to {1, in the F-topology as Caccioppoli sets, and then the
sequence v — ARk (Fy(2%)) converges to v Ao (Fy(Qs)) smoothly as func-
tions on B' 1. Therefore, for k large enough, —%Id < D2AM(Fy()) <
—21d, so ¥ is (I + 1)-unstable, which is a contradiction. This finishes the
proof of (iii).

Part 3. Assuming Y # Yoo eventually and hx = hoo = h € S(g) such
that every element in P" is properly embedded, we know ) = () by multiplicity
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 789

one convergence and the Allard regularity theorem [1]. Next we will produce
a Jacobi field for the second variation 624" along ¥.,; this implies the nullity
is > 1.

By (1.3), the Jacobi operator associated with §2.4" along a PMC ¥ € P" is

Lip=—Agp— (RicM(v,u) + A% + dyh)e.

The smooth graphical convergence of ¥;, — X implies that for k& sufficiently
large, ¥;. can be written as a graph wuy in the normal bundle of >, and u; — 0
uniformly in smooth topology. Subtracting the mean curvature operators be-
tween Y and X, we get

h(z,ur) — h(z,0) = Hy, — Hy,., = Ly ux + o(ug),

where Ly_u = —Au— (RicM (v,v) +|A¥|?)u is the Jacobi operator for second
variation of area, and the second equation follows from [37] and [35, p. 331].
(Note that though the calculation in [35, p. 331] is done assuming h = 0, it
does not depend on h.) The left-hand side equals to 0, h(z, t(x)u) - ur by the
mean value theorem. Let @ix = uk/||ukl|r2(x. ) be the renormalizations, then
standard elliptic estimates imply that #; converges smoothly to a nontrivial
¢ € C®(Xs) such that d,h - ¢ = Ly . This is the same as Lgmgo =0, so
we finish proving (iv).

Part 4. Assuming h,, = 0, then Y, is an embedded minimal hypersur-
face. Assume without loss of generality that ¥, is connected with multiplicity
m € N. Suppose the Morse index index(Xo) > I + 1. Then by similar
argument as in (iii), we can deduce a contradiction. In particular, by [27,
Prop. 4.3], there exist ¢g € (0,1) and {F}, : v € EI—H} C Diff(M) such that
—% Id < D? Area(Fy(Xx)) < —cold for all v € B 1 Since Y; converges to
m - Yoo as varifolds, and since hy, — 0 uniformly, we know that A™ (F,(94))
converges to m - Area(Fy(X)) smoothly as functions on B Therefore, for
k large enough, Qi is (I + 1)-unstable, which is a contradiction. So we finish
proving (v). O

There is also a theorem analogous to the above one in the setting of
changing ambient metrics on M; see [35, Th. A.6] for a similar result for
minimal hypersurfaces. The proof proceeds the same way when one realizes
that the constant C; in Theorem 2.5 depends only on the ||g||c+ when g is
allowed to change.

THEOREM 2.8. Let M™ 1 be a closed manifold of dimension 3<(n+1)<7,
and let {gr}ren be a sequence of metrics on M that converges smoothly to
some limit metric g. Let {hg}ren be a sequence of smooth functions with
hi € S(gr) that converges smoothly to some limit hoo € S(g). Let {Zg}ren
be a sequence of hypersurfaces with ¥ € P (A, I) for some fized A > 0 and
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790 XIN ZHOU

I € N. Then there exists a smooth, closed, almost embedded hypersurface Y
with prescribing mean curvature hy,, such that all properties (i), (i) and (iii)
in the above theorem are satisfied.

3. Morse index upper bound

In this part, we will establish Morse index upper bound for min-max PMC
hypersurfaces obtained in Theorem 1.7. We will follow closely the strategy of
Marques-Neves [27, Th. 1.2], where they proved Morse index upper bound for
min-max minimal hypersurfaces. Recall that the Morse index of an almost
embedded PMC hypersurface X is given in Definition 2.3.

THEOREM 3.1. Let (M™1, g) be a closed Riemannian manifold of dimen-
sion 3 < (n+1) <7, and let h € S(g), which satisfies [,, h > 0. Given a k-
dimensional cubical complex X and a subcomplex Z C X, let &9 : X — C(M)
be a map continuous in the F-topology, and let II be the associated (X, Z)-
homotopy class of ®y. Suppose

h h
(3.1) L*(II) > max{r;lggcA (®o(z)),0}.
Then there exists a nontrivial, smooth, closed, almost embedded hypersurface

Y™ C M, such that
o X is the boundary of some Q2 € C(M) where its mean curvature with respect
to the unit outer normal of € is h, i.e.,
Hy, = hx;
o AMQ) = LA(I);
e index(X) < k.

3.1. Preliminary lemmas. Let h € S(g). Assume that Xy = 8Qp € P"

is k-unstable in an e-neighborhood, € > 0. Let {Fﬂ}vegk be the associated

smooth family given in Definition 2.1.
The first lemma is a counterpart of [27, Lemma 4.4].

LEMMA 3.2. There ezists 7 = 7(€, Xo, {Fv}) > 0, such that if Q € C(M)
with F(2,Q0) > € satisfies

AMFy(Q)) < AMQ) + 7
for some v € Ek, then F(Fy(2),Q0) > 27.

Proof. Assume by contradiction that there exist Q;, F(;, Q) > ¢ satisfy-
ing
1
AN (Fu, () < A™() + -

for some v; € Fk, but F(F,, (), ) < 2.

This content downloaded from
128.111.61.13 on Tue, 24 Nov 2020 04:26:23 UTC
All use subject to https://about jstor.org/terms



MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 791

Denote v = lim v;, and pass to the limit as ¢ — co. Then Q; — F_,(p)
in F-metric, and A"Qp) < A"(F_,(9p)), which implies that v = 0; hence
2, — Qp in the F-metric, which is a contradiction. |

For each Q € EES(Q[}), consider the one-parameter flow {¢}(-,t) : t > 0}
C Diff (Fk) generated by the vector field

u— —(1—|u)VAR(u), ue B

When u € B is fixed, the function ¢ — A% (¢ (u,t)) is non-increasing.
The following lemma is a variant of [27, Lemma 4.5], and the proof is
recorded in Appendix C.

LEMMA 3.3. For any 6 < 1/4, there exists T = T(d,€,Q0,{Fv},c0) > 0
such that for any Q2 € E];S(Qo) and v € B® with |v — m(R2)| > §, we have

A(6%(v,T)) < AB(0) — T and [6%(v, T)] > 7.

3.2. Deformation theorem. Taking a min-max sequence {®;};en, we will
prove a deformation theorem as an adaption of [27, Th. 5.1] to our setting.
Recall that P" denotes the class of smooth, closed, almost embedded hyper-
surface ¥ C M represented as boundary X = 9€2, and of prescribed mean
curvature h.

Fix a o > 0 such that L* — sup, ., A"(®y(z)) > 20. Denote

Xig = {z € X, such that Ah(ti)@(m)) > Lh— o}

Note that when 7 is sufficiently large, X; o C X\ Z.
Now we present the deformation theorem, and the proof follows closely
that of [27, Th. 5.1]. Given two subsets A, B C C(M), we denote

F(A,B) := inf{F(Q4,Qp) : Q4 € A,Qp € B}.
THEOREM 3.4. Suppose that
(a) X = 0Q € P" is (k + 1)-unstable;
(b) K C C(M) is a subset, so that F({Q},K) > 0 and F(®;(Xis),K) > 0 for
all i > 1p;
(c) AM(Q) = LI
Then there exist € > 0, jo € N, and another sequence {V;}ien, Vi 1 X —
(C(M),F), so that
(i) ¥; is homotopic to ®; in the F-topology for all i € N and V;|z = @,z
for i > jo;
(i) L*({¥;}) < LM
(iii) F(Ti(Xio), B (Q)UK) > 0 for all i > jo.
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Proof. Denote d = F({Q},K) > 0.

By (a), ¥ is (k + 1)-unstable in some &-neighborhood. Let {Fy} _px+1,
cp be the associated family and constant as in Definition 2.1. By possibly
changing €, {Fy}, co, we can assume that

(3.2) inf{F(F,(¥),K),ve B*"'} > g for all O € By, (Q).

Let X(k;i) be a sufficiently fine subdivision of X so that
F(®i(z), :(y)) < &
for any z,y belonging to the same cell in X (k;) with §; = min{2-(+k+2) ¢/4}.
We can also assume that
m(@(2)) — m(@(v))] < G

for any z,y with F(®;(z), Q) < 2¢, F(®i(y),2) < 2¢, and belonging to the
same cell in X (k;).

For >0, let Us 5 be the union of all cells o € X (k;) so that F(®;(z), Q) <n
for all € 0. Then Ui, is a subcomplex of X (k;). If a cell B ¢ Uiy, then
F(®(z"),Q2) > n for some 2’ € B. Therefore, F(®;(z),2) > n—d; for all z € B.
By (c) (after possibly shrinking €), we can assume

Uioe C Xig.
For each 7 € N and = € U; 5., we simply denote A,’:‘,i.. = A&‘,i(m), mi(x) =

m(®;(z)) and ¢;» = ¢®@) . The function m; : Uize — B is continuous,
and the two families {.A,’:l, ¢ }2eU; o0 {Piz}reU, o. are continuous in z. Following
[27, 5.1] we can define a continuous map

H; : Uis: x [0,1] — Bf}; (0) so that Hy(z,0) = 0 for all z € Uy o

and

(3.3) igf |H;(x,1) — my(z)| > n; > 0 for some 7; > 0.
e i,2e

The construction here is the same so we omit details. The crucial ingredient
is the fact that U; 2. has dimension less than or equal to k£ while the image set
B*™ has dimension k +1.

Let ¢ : [0,00) — [0, 1] be a cutoff function that is non-increasing, is equal
to 1 in a neighborhood of [0,3¢/2], and 0 in a neighborhood of [7e/4, +0).

For y ¢ U; 2., F(®i(y),Q) > 2¢ — §; > T /4. Hence
c(F(®i(y),Q)) =0 for all y ¢ Uj 2.
Consider the map H; : X x [0,1] — B;C:l (0) defined as

Hi(z,t) = Hi(z, c(F(®i(z),Q))t) if = € Uy ¢
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 793

and

Hi(m,t) =0ifx e X\U‘i,QE.
Then H; is continuous.

With 7; as given in (3.3), let T; = T'(ns,6,9Q2,{Fv},c0) > 0 be given by
Lemma 3.3. Now weset D; : X — Bkﬂ such that
Di(z) = ¢ o(H;i(z,1),c(F(®i(x),2)T;) if x € Uj o0
and
Dg(m) =0ifx e X\U‘;’,Qg.

Then D; is continuous.

Define
U, : X - C(M), Y,(z)= FDi(m)(‘I)i(a:)).
In particular,
lI'g(:I:) = ®; (:B) ifx e X\Ui,QS.
Hence ¥;|z = ®;|z for ¢ sufficiently large.
Note that the map D; is homotopic to the zero map in Fkﬂ, so U; is
homotopic to ®; in the F-topology for all ¢ € N. Thus far, we have proved (i).

Claim 1. LP({¥};en) < LM

By the non-increasing property of t — .A_’Er(d)i,m(u, t)), we have that for
allz € X,
AM(Wy(2)) < A" (Fhy(2)(i()))-
Using the fact that H;(z,1) € Bf}; (0) for all z € X and that ||F;, —Id||c2 — 0
uniformly as v — 0, we have that

(3.4) Jim sup |AM(®@i(2)) — A" (Fr,(2,1)(Bi(2)))]| = 0,
and this finishes proving Claim 1.
Claim 2. There exists £ > 0, such that for all sufficiently large 2,
F(¥;(X),Q) >e.
There are three cases. If z € X\U;g, then V¥i(z) = ®;(z) and so
F(V;(x),Q) > -’:T“:.

If x € U; 2:\Uj 5 /4, then F(®;(z), Q) > . The non-increasing property of
t— A?ﬁm (¢i(u,t)) implies

AP, (2)) = AP,y (@(2))) < A" (Fpy 0y (81())).
From (3.4), we have that for ¢ large enough,
A" (F, o1y (®i(2))) < AM(®i(z)) + 7 for all z € X,

This content downloaded from
128.111.61.13 on Tue, 24 Nov 2020 04:26:23 UTC
All use subject to https://about jstor.org/terms



794 XIN ZHOU

where n=1(e, 2, {F,}) >0 is given by Lemma 3.2. Combining the two inequal-
ities with Lemma 3.2 applied to ®;(z), v = D;(x), we get F(¥;(z), Q) > 27.

Finally when z € U 5. /4, ¢(F(®;(),2)) = 1. Hence by Lemma 3.3 (with
6=, Q= ®;(z), v= Hi(z,1)) we have

AN Wi(2)) = AlLp($i2(Hilw, 1), T0)) < ALy(0) — T2 = A"(@i() — 5.
Note that there exists 7 = J(€2, ¢p) so that
AM) < AMQ) - ;‘—6 — F(,Q) > 27.
By assumption (c), we can choose ¢ sufficiently large so that
sup A" (®;(z)) < AMQ) + 2.
reX 20
So
AN Wi(2)) < AM(Q) - 2.
This implies that F(;(z),2) > 27, and hence ends the proof of Claim 2.
Claim 3. For all i, F(V;(X;0),K) > 0.
Ifzxe X@',U\Ui,qu then \I’t($) = @t(ﬁ?) and so F(IIJT;(X.;,U\U@QS),K) > 0. If
x € Uj ., then F(®;(x),Q) < 2¢, and by (3.2) we have F(V;(x), K) > % So

we finish proving Claim 3, and hence the theorem. |

3.3. Proof of Morse index upper bound. Let M™! be a closed manifold
of dimension 3 < (n+1) < 7. A pair (g, h) consisting of a Riemannian metric
g and a smooth function h € C*°(M) is called a good pair if
e h € 8(g), i.e., h is Morse and the zero set {h = 0} is a smooth embedded
hypersurface in M with mean curvature H vanishing to at most finite order;
and

e g is bumpy for P!, ie., every ¥ € P" is properly embedded (no self-
touching), and is nondegenerate (nullity equal to zero).

Denote by Sp the class of smooth functions h € C°°(M) such that h is
Morse and the zero set {h = 0} is a smooth embedded hypersurface. Note
that Sp is open and dense in C*°(M), and it is independent of the choice of a
metric (see [52, Prop. 3.8]).

LEMMA 3.5. Given h € 8, the set of Riemannian metrics g on M with
(g,h) as a good pair is generic in the Baire sense.

Proof. By the proof of [52, Prop. 3.8], we know that the set of metrics
g under which {h = 0} has mean curvature vanishing to at most finite order
is an open and sense subset. In particular, openness follows as small smooth
perturbations of g will bound the order of vanishing of Hz_g). To show
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denseness,! note that it is proved in [52, Prop. 3.8] that for any h € Sy and
any metric g, one can first perturb g slightly so that {h = 0} is not a minimal
hypersurface. Then there exists a flow {F} : t € (—¢,¢)} C Diff (M) supported
near {h = 0}, such that the zero set of ho (F;)~! has mean curvature vanishing
to at most finite order for ¢ > 0. That is to say, the zero set {h = 0} satisfies
the requirement for the pull-back metrics F}g.

In a series of celebrated papers [42], [44], [45], White proved that for a
fixed h € &p, the set of metrics under which all closed, simple immersed PMCs
are non-degenerate and self-transverse is generic in the Baire sense. In fact,
White proved in [42, §7] that the set of metrics under which all closed, simple
immersed CMC hypersurfaces are non-degenerate is generic, and the proof is
the same in a smooth neighborhood of an arbitrary pair (g, k) when h € S(g),
hence the result follows as the set of g where h € S(g) is open and dense. In
[45, Th. 33], White further proved self-transverse property for a generic set
of metrics. Our almost embedded hypersurfaces are simple immersed. So for
such generic metrics, almost embedded PMCs are properly embedded.

To finish the proof, we take the intersection of the two generic sets of
metrics, which is still generic in the Baire sense. |

The following theorem is a counterpart of [27, Th. 6.1], and the proof
follows closely. We remark that by Theorem 2.6(iv), if (g, k) is a good pair,
then there are only finitely many elements in Ph(A, I).

THEOREM 3.6. Assume that (g,h) is a good pair, and let {®;};en be a
min-maz sequence of I such that L*({®;}ien) = L*(II) = L" and (3.1) is
satisfied.

There exists a smooth, closed, properly embedded hypersurface ¥ = 95) €
C({®;}ien) such that ¥ € P* with

L") = A*(Q) and index(Z) < k.

Proof. By the finiteness remark above, it suffices to show that, for every

7 > 0, there is a ¥ = 9Q € P" such that F([Z], C({®i}ien)) < 7,
L"(1T) = A"(Q) and index(E) < k.

Denote by W the set of all ¥ = Q € P" with A"Q) = L* and by W(r)
the set

{(ZeW:F(Z], C({Pi}ien)) 2 7}

! After this article was first posted, we noticed that denseness can also be proved by using
conformal deformation of metrics; cf. [21, Prop. 2.3]. Indeed, by arbitrarily small conformal
perturbation of the metric, we can make the mean curvature H{r—o} be a Morse function on
{h=0}.
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LEMMA 3.7. There ezist ig €N and £g>0 such that F(®;(X), W(r)) >&
for all i > ig.

Proof. Suppoge by cgntra,diction for some subsequence {j} C {:} that we
have z; € X and Y; = 9Q; € W(r) so that

Jim F(®;(z;), ;) = 0.

Since AM(Q;) = L, we have lim;_oo A"(®;(z;)) = L. Hence a subsequence
|0®;(z;)| will converge as varifolds to some V' € C({®;};en), which is a con-
tradiction to F(|6‘flg|, C({®i}ien)) > r. O

Denote W**! as the collection of elements in W with index greater than
or equal to (k+1). As (g, h) is a good pair, this set is countable by the remark

above the theorem, and we can write Wkﬂ\ﬁgo(W(r)) = {¥1, %2, }, where
Y; = 0. Note that by possibly perturbing &y, we can make sure W*t1 N
—F
oB_,(W(r)) = 0.
Using Theorem 3.4 (we can take X; , to be X) with K = EED(W(T)) and
¥ =%, we find & >0, i; €N, and {®] };en so that
e ®! is homotopic to ®; in the F-topology for all i € N and ®}|; = ®;|z for
12> 13
o L"({®;}ien) < L™
o F(®L(X),BL () UBL, (W(r))) > 0 for i > ir;
e 1o (25 belongs to 6E§1 (Q1).

We consider X3 now. If Q5 ¢ EE]—?l (€1), we apply Theorem 3.4 with K =
BL, () UBL, (W(r)), & = %, and find & > 0, i € N, and {®2};cn so that
e &2 is homotopic to ®; in the F-topology for all i € N and ®?|z = &;|z for
12> 193
o LM({®2}iew) < LA
o F(®2(X),BL () UBL, () UBL (W(r)) > 0 for i > i;
e 1o (25 belongs to 63?1 () U 6E§2(Qz).
If F(Q9,9;) < &, we skip it and repeat the construction with Xs.

By induction there are two possibilities. We can find for all [ € N a
sequence {®!}icn, 51 > 0,4, €N, and 3, € Wkﬂ\ﬁg‘;(W(r)) for some subse-
quences {j;} C N so that

e @l is homotopic to ®; in the F-topology for all i € N and ®|; = &;|7 for
12>
o LA({®l}icn) < U
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 797

o F(®}(X),U._,B; (Q;,) UBL, (W(r))) > 0 for i > if;
=F
o {O,..., 2} c UL, B (2,
e 1o (25 belongs to 6§§;(qu) forallg=1,...,L
Or the process ends in finitely many steps. That means we can find some
m € N, a sequence {®]"}ien, &1,...,6m > 0, 4 € N and Xj,,...,%;,, €
Wkﬂ\ﬁgo(W(r)) so that
e @7 is homotopic to ®; in the F-topology for all i € N and ®]*|; = ®;|7 for
1> i)
o L({0 i) < L7
o F(®7(X),Um,B; (Q;,) UBL,(W(r)) > 0 for i > im;
. F
° {QJ 1] = ].} C U;nlegq(qu).
In the first case we choose an increasing sequence p; > 4; so that
sup Ah('I)i,;) <L+ 1,
reX l

and we set U] = ‘I’fw. In the second case we set p; = [ and ¥; = 'I’E”. The
sequence {¥; }ien satisfies that
(i) ¥; is homotopic to @;, in the F-topology, and ¥;|z = &y, |z for all [;
(if) L*({®i}en) <L
(iii) given any subsequence {I;} C {I}, z; € X, if limj_,o0 A™(¥y, (z5)) = L,
then {¥;, (x;)}jen does not converge in F-topology to any element in

WELUW(r).
The Min-max Theorem 1.7 applied to {¥;};cn implies that W\(W*+1 U
W(r)) is not empty, and this proves the theorem. O

Now we can use the previous theorem and the Compactness Theorem 2.8
to prove Theorem 3.1.

Proof of Theorem 3.1. Given (g, h) as in the theorem, then h € S(g) C Sp.
By Lemma 3.5, there exists a sequence of metrics {g;}jen converging smoothly
to g such that (gj,h) is a good pair for all j € N. If L? = L;"(H, gj) is the
h-width of II with respect to g;, then the sequence {L?}jeN tends to the
h-width L"(II, g) with respect to g, and for j large enough (3.1) is satisfied
with g; in place of g. For each j large enough, the previous theorem gives a
properly embedded closed hypersurface ¥; = 0Q; € P! with A" (Q;) = L?
and index(X;) < k (with respect to g;). Let Yoo = 00 be the limit of
{¥j};en given in Theorem 2.8. Then the locally smooth convergence implies

that A"(Qs) = L*(IL, g) and index(Xs) < k. O
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798 XIN ZHOU

4. Min-max hypersurfaces associated with sweepouts of boundaries
have multiplicity one in a bumpy metric

We present our first multiplicity one result. In particular, we will prove
that the min-max minimal hypersurfaces associated with sweepouts of bound-
aries of Caccioppoli sets are two-sided and have multiplicity one in a bumpy
metric. We will approximate the area functional by the weighted A%*-func-
tionals for some prescribing function h when € — 0. We know by Section 1
that the min-max PMC hypersurfaces are two-sided with multiplicity one, and
we will prove that the limit minimal hypersurfaces (when £ — 0) are also two-
sided and have multiplicity one by choosing the right prescribing function A.

Recall that a Riemannian metric ¢ is said to be bumpy if every smooth
closed immersed minimal hypersurface is non-degenerate. White proved that
the set of bumpy metrics is generic in the Baire sense [42], [44].

THEOREM 4.1 (Multiplicity one theorem for sweepouts of boundaries).
Let (M™"1,g) be a closed Riemannian manifold of dimension 3 < (n+1) < 7.
Let X be a k-dimensional cubical compler and Z C X be a subcomplez, and
let &g : X — C(M) be a map continuous in the F-topology. Let I1 be the
associated (X, Z)-homotopy class of ®q. Assume that

(4.1) L(IT) > max M(9%o(x)),

where we let h =0 as in Section 1.1.

If g is a bumpy metric, then there erists a disjoint collection of smooth,
connected, closed, embedded, two-sided, minimal hypersurfaces ¥ = Ui\;lﬁi,
such that

N N
L(II) = ZArea(Eg) and index(X) = Z index(%;) < k.
i=1 i=1
In particular, each component of X is two-sided and has exactly multiplicity
one.

Proof. Pick a h € 8(g) with [;, h > 0 (to be fixed at the end) and £ > 0
small enough so that

L(II) — max M(0®(x)) > 2esup |h| - Vol(M).
el M

Note that for each 2 € C(M), we have
(4.2) M(8Q) — esup|h| - Vol(M) < A(Q) < M(0Q) + e sup |h| - Vol(M).
M M
The above two inequalities imply that if we consider the A4*-functional

in place of the mass M-functional for the (X, Z)-homotopy class II, we have
ch eh
L**(IT) > max { Ii]".‘lEa%(.A (Po(z)),0}.
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 799

Note that when h € S(g), €h also belongs to S(g). Therefore, Theorem 3.1
applies to II and produces a nontrivial, smooth, closed, almost embedded hy-
persurface Y., such that

e Y. is the boundary for some Q. € C(M) where its mean curvature with
respect to the unit outer normal v (of Q) is € - h, i.e.,

Hs_=c¢-hlg_;
o Ah(Q.) = L (10);
e index(X;) < k.
We denote L = L(IT) and L® = L#*(TI). In the following, we proceed the
proof by parts.
Part 1. L* — L when € — 0.

Proof. From (4.2), it is easy to see
L — esup |h| Vol(M) < L° < L + esup |h| Vol(M).
M M
Part 2. By Theorem 2.6, there exists a subsequence {e;} — 0, such that

Ek = Eé‘k
Yoo (with integer multiplicity) in the sense of Theorem 2.6(i) and (ii). We

converges to some smooth, closed, embedded, minimal hypersurface

denote ) as the set of points where the convergence fails to be smooth. In
particular, by (4.2) and Part 1 and Theorem 2.6(v), we have

M(Xy) =L and index(Xy) < k.

That is to say, X is a min-max minimal hypersurface associated with II.

Without loss of generality, we assume from Part 3 to Part 8 that Y has
only one connected component. If ¥, is two-sided with the multiplicity equal
to one, then we are done; otherwise we may assume that either the multiplicity
m > 1 or X, is one-sided.

Part 3. We first assume that > is two-sided. We will implicitly use
exponential normal coordinates of Yo, with respect to one fixed unit normal
of Y. By the local, smooth graphical convergence ¥, — Y, away from Y,
we know that there exists an exhaustion by compact domains {Up C Xoo\V}
and some small § > 0, so that for k large enough, ¥ N (U x (—4,4)) can be
written as a set of m-normal graphs {u},,...,ul" : ul € C°°(Uy)} over Uy, and
such that

up < ui <--- <ul" and ul, — 0, in smooth topology as k — oc.

Since Y, is the boundary of some set (), by the Constancy Theorem (applied
to Qf in Up x (—46,4)), we know that the unit outer normal v of Q will
alternate orientations along these graphs. In particular, if v restricted to the

This content downloaded from
128.111.61.13 on Tue, 24 Nov 2020 04:26:23 UTC
All use subject to https://about jstor.org/terms



300 XIN ZHOU

graph of ui points upward (or downward), then vy restricted to the graph of
ut! will point downward (or upward).

Part 4. We first deal with an easier case: m is an odd number. Hence
m > 3. In this case v restricted to the bottom (uj) and top (u}") sheets point
to the same side of Y, and without loss of generality we may assume that vy
points upward therein. This means that for x € U,

HIGraph(uz‘) (:B) = Ekh($= u? (;I:)) and HIGraph(u}c) (LI:) = Ekh($= ullc(m))

Here and in the following, the sign convention is made so that H|Graph(u) is
defined with respect to the upward pointing normal of Graph(u), and hence
the linearized operator is positively definite.

Note that since eh € S(g), by the Strong Maximum Principle [52, Lemma
3.12] (applied to two sheets of the same orientation), we know

up'(z) — ug(z) > 0 for all z € U.
Now by subtracting the above two equations and using the fact that
HlGra.ph(u}:’” - HIGraph(u}c) = Ly (ug’ — ullc) +o(ug’ — uilc)
(see [35, p. 331] and Part 3 in the proof of Theorem 2.6), we have
(4.3) Ly (uff —ug) +o(ufl' — ui) = ex - Oyh(z, vi(2)) - (uf' (2) — wi()),

where v (z) = t(z)u*(z) + (1 — t(z))uj () for some t(z) € [0, 1].

Now it is a standard argument to produce a nontrivial positive Jacobi field
on Yoo\Y. Let us present the details for completeness. Write hy = u}* — “ch:
and pick a fixed point p € U;. Let hy = hi /hy(p), then ﬁk(p) = 1. By
standard Harnack and elliptic estimates, hy, will converge locally smoothly to
a positive function ¢ on any fixed U C Uy, and by a diagonalization process,

we can extend ¢ to X\, and such that
Ly o = 0 outside Y.

Part 5. Next we use White’s local foliation argument [41] to prove that ¢
extends smoothly across ), and this will contradict the bumpy assumption of g.

Fix y € Y. We use the exponential normal coordinates (z,z) € Yoo X
[0, 4]. Let € > 0 be as given in Proposition D.1. Fix a small radius 0 < < ¢,
and choose k large enough such that |[u} 2.4, ||ul*||2.a < €7 near 0B} (y) so
that some extensions of them to the whole By(y) have C?“-norms bounded
by en. Let Ué,t,vg; : Bp(y) — R, t € [-n,n], be the PMC local foliations
associated with cih,

HGraph(U}'c!t)(m) = Ekh(xav};-,z(x))g t=1m,x € B:;(y)
and

vy (2) = up(z) +t,i=1,m, z € B} (y).

This content downloaded from
128.111.61.13 on Tue, 24 Nov 2020 04:26:23 UTC
All use subject to https://about jstor.org/terms



MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 301

By the Hausdorff convergence of ¥, — o, and the Strong Maximum Prin-
ciple [52, Lemma 3.12] (applied to Graph(u},) and {Graph(v}c,t)}, Graph(ug')
and {Graph(v;})}), we have

up'(x) — u}c(m) < UE?’O(:B) — 'U;lc,o(;t:) when z € U, N B,T;(y).

By subtracting the mean curvature equations for Gra,ph(vfc 0) i =1,m,
we get an equation similar to (4.3),

Ly, (‘U}cr,zo - Ullc,o) + 0(‘”2,10 - Ullc,o) = e - Oph(z,vK(z)) - (UEﬂ(x) - Ué,ﬂ(x))‘

Note that the two graphs Gra,ph('v}ic 0),© = 1,m must be disjoint by the Strong
Maximum Principle. By elliptic estimates via the weak maximum principle
[13, Th. 3.7], for 1 small enough and k sufficiently large and a uniform C > 0,
we have

H%%X(Ugfo - ’Uilc,o) < 01513?(”2?0 - 'Ullc,o)-

This implies
max (uf'(z) — ub()) < C max(uf() — ub(x)).

UxNBp OBy

Hence maxy,nBy flk < Cma,xag_? ﬁk, so ¢ is uniformly bounded and hence
extends smoothly across y.

Part 6. We now take care of the more interesting case: m is an even
number. Hence m > 2. In this case vy restricted to the bottom (uj) and
top (up') sheets point to different side of ¥, and without loss of generality
we may assume that v points downward on top sheet, and upward on bottom
sheet. This means that for z € Uy,

H|Graph(up) (€) = —€rh(z, uf’ (2)) and H|grapnul) (@) = exh(e, u(z)).
Note that
ul(x) — ug(x) > 0 for all = € Uy,
but it may take zeros in a co-dimension 1 subset by [52, Prop. 3.17].
Again by subtracting the above two equations, and using the fact that
H|Graph(up) — Hlaraph(ul) = Lyo (W — u) + o(ufl' — uy,), we have
(44) Ly (uff —uk) + o(uf® — ui) = —ex - (h(z, uk(2)) + h(z, u'(2))).

Fix a point p € U;. We discuss the renormalization in two cases. Again
write hy = up' — “ch-

hy(p)
£k

Case 1: limsupg_, o, = +4o0. Consider renormalizations flk(::c) =
hy(z)/hg(p). Then by the same reasoning as in Part 4, hy converges locally

smoothly to a nontrivial function ¢ > 0 on X\, and such that
Ly, = 0 outside ).
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hy(p)
£k

hy(z)/eg. Then again by the same reasoning, hy, converges locally smoothly

Case 2: limsup;,_, < 400. Consider renormalizations hy(z) =

to a nonnegative ¢ > 0 on X\, and such that
Ly, ¢ = —2h|s,, outside ).

Part 7. We will follow a slightly different local foliation argument to prove
removable singularity for ¢. We inherit all the notation from Part 5. With-
out loss of generality, we may assume supy, |h| = 1. Let Ué,t, U};:“t : B;? — R,

€ [—n,n], be the CMC local foliations associated with —ej, and €, respectively,

HGraph(v};"‘t)(m) = ¢y and HGra.ph(Ui,t)(x) =€k, T E B:;(y)
and
v (%) = up(x) +t, i =1,m, x € 9By (y).
By the same reasoning as in Part 5, using the Strong Maximum Principle
for varifolds by White [43], we get

s, (1 () — uk(z) < max(efo() —vho(z)).

Note that slightly differently from Part 5, we have

Ly (vgo — Ullc,o) + o(vgo — Ullc,o) = 2¢g.
By [13, Th. 3.7], for n small enough, k large enough and for some uniform
C > 0, we have

e (@) — k(@) < C(max(u () — (@) + ).

Then for both Cases 1 and 2, this implies that ¢ is uniformly bounded and
hence extends smoothly across ).

Note that if we flip the orientations of the top and bottom sheets, then
in Case 2 the limit of renormalizations of heights will converge to a solution of
Ly ¢ = 2h|s,,, where ¢ > 0. Note that in the previous case, we can just flip
the sign of ¢ and obtain

Ly_ ¢ = 2h|y_ where ¢ <0.

Part 8. Now we briefly record the case when ., is only one-sided. Then
the convergence of ¥ must have multiplicity at least 2; otherwise the con-
vergence will be smooth by the Allard regularity theorem [1], and hence all
Y will be one-sided for k sufficiently large, which is a contradiction. Denote
71 Yoo — Yoo as the two-sided double cover of X, and denote 7 : Yoy — Lo
as the deck transformation map. By the same argument for the two-sided case
applied to the double cover ¥, we can either construct a non-trivial Jacobi
field ¢ on X, with p o7 = ¢ and
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or a smooth function ¢ on ¥ with ¢ o 7 = ¢, such that ¢ does not change
sign, and

Ls ¢ =2h|y, om.
By [44], the first case cannot happen in a bumpy metric.

Summarizing the discussion, we proved that if g is bumpy, then each con-
nected two-sided component ¥, of Y., with multiplicity bigger than one must
carry a smooth solution ¢ to the equation

(4.5) Ly, ¢ = 2Hls,;

and the double cover ¥, of each one-sided component ¥,, of ¥, must carry a
smooth solution ¢

(4.6) Lg ¢ =2h|g, omand poT = .
Moreover, in both cases ¢ does not change sign.

Part 9. We will show that for a nicely chosen h € S(g), the (unique)
solutions to (4.5) and (4.6) must change sign. Thus there is no one-sided
component, and the multiplicity for two-sided component must be one.

LEMMA 4.2 (Key Lemma). Assume that g is bumpy. Given L > 0 and
k € N, there exists h € S(g), such that if ¥ is a smooth, connected, closed,
embedded minimal hypersurface with

Area(X) < L and index(X) < k,

then the solution of (4.5) (when X is two-sided) or (4.6) (when X is one-sided)
must change sign.

Proof. As g is bumpy, by the compactness analysis of Sharp [35], there are
only finitely many such ¥ with Area(¥) < L and index(X) < k, and we can
denote them as {¥1,...,Xr}. If ¥; is one-sided, we use m; : 3 — %, to denote
the two-sided double cover, and T; : f]t — f)i to denote the deck transformation
map.

On each };, we can choose two disjoint open subsets U;L and U;” C X,
so that the collection of subsets {Uf}@zl,_“, I, are pairwise disjoint. Moreover,
by possibly changing Ut-i, we can make sure that the pre-images m; 1(U;r),
o 1(Ui_) are diffeomorphic to two disjoint copies of U;F, U, respectively. In

that case, we will denote the two copies as [};rl, [MT;E, and [}é_l,{}i - That is

?ri_l(U;F) = [}:1 U f&‘; and Wi_l(Ut-_) = f»:l U ffi;.

For each ¢ € {1,..., L} such that ¥; is two-sided, we can choose an arbi-
trary pair of nontrivial smooth functions f;" € C®(U;Y), f~ € C°(U;") such
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that
fif>0and f"(p}) > 0 at some p} € U
and
fi <0and f; (p; ) <0 at some p; € Ul
Let b € C(U;Y) and h; € C2®(U;") be defined by
h’z—"_ = infz'—'—ﬂ h’z‘_ = infz‘_‘

If 3J; is one-sided, we choose fzﬂj € C° (I}:El), )‘?’E € C° (ﬁ;;) in the same
way, and we can make sure they are the same under deck transformation:
fiil oT = fii2. In particular,

fjl >0 and f?’l > 0 somewhere in ffjl
and
ﬁ_l < 0 and fi_l < 0 somewhere in ffi_l

Then we define hfl,th in the same manner, so obviously hfl oT = hi}, and
they pass to two functions

ht € C(U;) and h; € C(U;).

We can extend each hz-i to a function defined on X; by letting it be zero
outside Uii. Using the fact that the set of smooth functions S(g) is open and
dense in C*°(M), we can choose a h € §(g) so that

h is as close to hgh as we want in any C*®-norm when restricted to %;.

We may need to flip the sign of h to make f u B = 0, but the following argu-
ment proceeds the same way. Since all {¥; : ¢ = 1,..., L} are non-degenerate
(the Jacobi operator is an isomorphism), we know that if

Ly, = 2h|s, when ¥; is two-sided, or
Ly ¢ = 2h|s; o m when ¥ is one-sided,
then
p is as close to fiﬂE or jii (1=1,2)
as we want in C*¥*2®.norm when restricted to Y; or f]i.

Then ¢ must change sign, and this is what we want to prove. |

Note that by Part 2, all connected components of a min-max minimal hy-
persurface must satisfy the area and index bound in Lemma 4.2. So we finish
the proof of the theorem. |
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Remark 4.3. Indeed, we can obtain more information. Since X, has mul-
tiplicity one, the Allard regularity theorem [1] implies that the convergence
Y — Yoo 18 smooth everywhere, and hence ¥j is properly embedded for k
large.

Remark 4.4. Without assuming that g is bumpy, our proof says that if the
multiplicity of a two-sided component is greater than two, or if the multiplicity
for a one-sided component is greater than one, then there exists a nontrivial,
nonnegative Jacobi field. Let us point out the necessary details for two-sided
case; the one-sided case follows the same way. Indeed, we only need to focus
on the case when the multiplicity m is even and m > 4; and moreover, we can
focus on Case 2 in Part 6. Using the notation from Parts 6 and 7, we consider
the height difference between the two pairs (uf,u]' ') and (u2, u"):

m—1 1 b 2
hi =u; ™ —u, hj=up" —ug.

Then both hf and h?c are positive and satisfy equations of type (4.3) since the
graphs of the two pairs have outer normals pointing to the same side. Consider
the renormalizations h = h¢ /ej and h? = h? /ex. Then

he, B < by and BE + B > by

Note that the limit of hy cannot be identically zero, as then hls. =0, violating
the assumption h € S(g). Then the above two inequalities and standard
elliptitmt estimates imply that at least one limit of the two sequences {hf}xen
and {h?c}keN must be a smooth, nontrivial, nonnegative Jacobi field.

Part of the proof of the theorem can be summarized as the following mul-
tiplicity one convergence result, which we believe has its independent interests.

THEOREM 4.5 (Multiplicity one convergence). Let (M™*! g) be a closed
manifold of dimension 3 < (n+ 1) <7 with a bumpy metric g. Given L > 0,
I € N, then there exists a smooth function h: M — R, h € §(g), such that the
following holds:

Let {Xi}ren be a sequence of smooth, closed, almost embedded hypersur-
faces, and let {ep}ren — 0, such that

e Y is the boundary of some open set §)y,, and the mean curvature of X, with
respect to the outer normal of §y, is prescribed by eih;
o Area(Xy) < L and index(X) < I.

Then up to a subsequence, {Xg}ren converges smoothly to a smooth, closed,
embedded, two-sided, minimal hypersurface Yo with multiplicity one.
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5. Application to volume spectrum

In this part, we will show how to apply the result in Section 4 to study
volume spectrum introduced by Gromov, Guth, and Marques-Neves. In par-
ticular, we will prove that in a bumpy metric, the volume spectrum can be
realized by the area of min-max minimal hypersurfaces produced by Theo-
rem 4.1. To do this, we will carefully pick a sequence of sweepouts of mod
2 cycles and open the parameter space so as to produce sweepouts of bound-
aries of Caccioppoli sets, whose relative homotopy classes satisfy (4.1). As the
space of Caccioppoli sets forms a double cover of the space of mod 2 cycles,
the parameter-space-opening process is achieved by lifting to the double cover.

We first recall the definition of volume spectrum following [28, §4]. Let
(M™*1,g) be a closed Riemannian manifold. Let X be a cubical subcomplex
of I™ = [0,1]™ for some m € N. Given k € N, a continuous map ¢ : X —
Zn(M,Zs) is a k-sweepout if

d*(\F) £ 0 e H¥(X,Zy),

where A € HY(Z,(M,Z3),Z3) = Z; is the generator. Note that ® is said to
be admissible if it has no concentration of mass. Denote by Pk the set of all
admissible k-sweepouts. Then

Definition 5.1. The k-width of (M, g) is

wi(M,g) = ¢>ié1?i"k sup{M(®(z)) : z € dmn(®P)},

where dmn(@®) is the domain of ®.

It was proved in [28, Ths. 5.1 and 8.1] that there exists some constant
C = C(M,g), such that

1
ékﬂ;ﬂ <wk(M,g) < Ck#l.

Assume from now on that the dimension satisfies 3 < (n+ 1) < 7. It was
later observed by Marques-Neves in [27] that one can restrict to a subclass of Py
in the definition of wg (M, g). In particular, let Py, denote those elements ® € Py
that are continuous under the F-topology and whose domain X = dmn(®) has
dimension k (and is identical to its k-skeleton). Then

wr(M,g) = ¢>iél1£>k sup{M(®(z)) : z € dmn(®P)}.

They also proved in [27] that for each k£ € N there exists a disjoint collection of
smooth, connected, closed, embedded minimal hypersurfaces {Ef ti=1,..., 0k}
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 307

with integer multiplicities {’mic ri=1,...,l} CN, such that

Iy Iy
wi(M,g) = me - Area(XF) and Z index(XF) < k.
i=1 i=1

Now we are going to state and prove our main theorem.

THEOREM 5.2 (Theorem A). If g is a bumpy metric and 3 < (n+1) <7,
then for each k € N, there exists a disjoint collection of smooth, connected,

closed, embedded, two-sided minimal hypersurfaces {Ef ci=1,...,lk}, such
that
Ik I
wr(M, g) = Z Area(XF)  and Zindex(Ef) <k.
i=1 i=1

That is to say, the min-maz minimal hypersurfaces are all two-sided and have
multiplicity one.

Proof. If g is bumpy, then there are only finitely many closed, embedded,
minimal hypersurfaces with Area < A and index < I for given A > 0,1 € N by
Sharp’s result [35]. Using the Morse index upper bound estimates for min-max
theory by Marques-Neves [27], we have

LEMMA 5.3. Suppose g is bumpy. Then for each k € N, there exist a
k-dimensional cubical complex X} and a map ®oy : X — Zn(M,F,Z3) con-
tinuous in the F-topology with ®qj, € Py, such that

L(Il) = we(M, g),
where I = II(Qo i) is the class of all maps © : Xy — Z,(M,F,Zs) continuous
in the F-topology that are homotopic to ®o 1 in flat topology.

Proof. From definition we know that
wr(M, g) = inf{L(I(®)), ® € P}
By area and index upper bounds and the finiteness result, the infimum is

achieved. O

Now we fix k£ € N and omit the sub-index k in the following. Take IT =
[ : X — Z,(M,F,Zy)] with L(II) = wg. The following result is an outcome
of the proof of [27, Th. 6.1].

LEMMA 5.4. Suppose g is bumpy. Then there ezists a pull-tight (see [27,
3.7]) min-maz sequence {®;}ien of Il such that if ¥ € C({®;}ien) has support
a smooth, closed, embedded minimal hypersurface, then

|Z|[(M) = wi(M, g) and index(support of ¥) < k.

We proceed the proof by the following four steps.
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308 XIN ZHOU

Step 1. In this and the next step, we show how to find another min-maz se-
quence, still denoted as {®; }ien, such that for i sufficiently large, either |®;(z)]
is close to a regular min-maz minimal hypersurface, or the mass M(®;(x)) is
strictly less than wi(M, g).

We recall the following observation by [28, Claim 6.2]. Let S be the set
of all stationary integral varifolds with Area < wj whose support is a smooth
closed embedded minimal hypersurface with index(support) < k. Consider
the set 7 of all mod 2 flat cycles T' € Z,(M,Zs) with M(T) < wy and such
that either T' = 0 or the support of T' is a smooth closed embedded minimal
hypersurface with index < k. By the bumpy assumption, both sets & and T
are finite. Moreover,

LEMMA 5.5 (Claim 6.2 in [28]). For every & > 0, there exists € > 0 such
that
T € Z,(M,Zs) with F(|T|,S) < 2¢e = F(T,T) <E.

We also need another observation by [28, Cor. 3.6]. Denote S! by the unit
circle.

LEMMA 5.6 (Corollary 3.6 in [28]). If € is sufficiently small, depending
on T, then every map ® : S' — Z,,(M,Z;) with

®(SY) ¢ BI(T) ={T € Z,(M,Zsy) : F(T,T) < &}
is homotopically trivial.

Let {®;}ien be chosen as in Lemma 5.4. We choose € as in Lemma 5.6
and € by Lemma 5.5. Take a sequence {k; };ey — 00, such that

sup{F(®;(z),®i(y)) : a € X (k;),z,y € a} < g/2.
Consider Z; to be the cubical subcomplex of X (k;) consisting of all cells a €
X (ki) so that
F(|®i(z)|,S) > € for every vertex z in a.
Hence F(|®i(z)|,S) > ¢/2 for all z € Z;.

Consider this sub-coordinating sequence {®;|z, }ieny. Then L({®;|z,}) and
C({®;|z,}) are defined in the same way as in Section 1.1 with A" replaced
by M.

LEMMA 5.7. We have the following dichotomy:

e no element V € C({®i|z, }ien) is Z-almost minimizing in small annuli
(see [28, 2.10]),

® Or

(5.1) L({®i]2 }ie) < L(IT) = wj.
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MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 309

Proof. Suppose that (5.1) does not hold; then L({®;|z, }ien) = L(II). As
{®;}ien is pull-tight, we know that every V € C({®;|z }ien) is stationary.
If V is also Zs-almost minimizing in small annuli, then V is regular by the
regularity of Pitts [31, Th. 7.11] and Schoen-Simon [33, Th. 4]. (See also [28,
Th. 2.11] for the adaption to Za-coefficients.) By Lemma 5.4, V € S, which is
a contradiction. O

Let Y; = X\Z;. It then follows that

(5.2) F(|®i(2)),S) < ge for all z € Y;.

We also write B; = Y; N Z;. In fact, B; is the topological boundary of Y; and
Z;. For later purpose, we consider the set

B; = the union of all cells a € Z; such that a N B; # 0.

Here B; can be thought of as the “thickening” of B; inside Z;.

Let A = ®;(\) € H'(X,Z;). Consider the inclusion maps i1 : ¥; — X
and is : Z; — X. It then follows from (5.2) and Lemmas 5.5 and 5.6 that

it(\) =0 € HY(Y;, Zs).
Then by [28, Claim 6.3], (®;)|z, is a (k — 1)-sweepout, i.e.,
s\ £ 0 e H (2, Z,).
Now we let Y/ = Y; UB; and Z] = Z;\B;, and we let 7; : Y/ — X and
iy : ZI — X be the inclusion maps. Note that (5.2) is satisfied with Y, 3¢
replaced by Y}, 2¢ respectively, so by similar reasoning we have
(i1)"(\) = 0 € H'(Y/, Z2) and (i5)"(\*™") # 0 € H*"(Z], Za).

Step 2. The strategy is to follow the idea in the proof of Theorem 1.7
and apply [28, Th. 2.13] (see also Theorem 1.16) to deform {®;};en so as to
decrease L({(®;)|z, }ien) and make (5.1) be satisfied.

If (5.1) holds true, then we are done for this step. So let us assume that
(5-3) L({®i[z }iew) = L(II) = wy.

By Lemma 5.7 and our assumption (5.3), we know that no element V €
C({®i|z, }ien) is Zs-almost minimizing in small annuli.

Since ®; : X — Z,(M, F,Z>) has no concentration of mass as it is continu-
ous in F-topology, we can apply [28, Th. 3.9] (the counterpart of Theorem 1.11
for maps to Z,(M,Zs)) to produce a sequence of maps

& X (ki + K)o = 2, (M, Zy),

with kg € Nand ki < kg“ for all 7 € N and a sequence of positive {5f }ien — 0,
such that
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(i) the fineness £(¢)) < 87, ‘ '
(i) sup{F(6](z) — ®i(a)) : v € X (ks + K)o} < 65
(iii) for some sequence ! — oo with I < k7,
M(gﬁg(a:)) < sup{M(®;(y)) : z,y € a for some o € X (k; + Ig)} + 5f
As ®; is continuous in F-topology, we get from property (iii) that for all
z € X (ki + k))o,
M(¢; (2)) < M(®i()) + n;,
with r[: — 0 as j — oo. Applying [26, Lemma 4.1] with § = ®;(X), we get by
(ii) that
(iv) sup{F(¢}(z), ®i(z)) : z € X (ki + k)o} — 0 as j — oc.
We can choose j(i) — 0o as i — oo (then kg(i) — 00) such that ¢; = (;52.(@) :
X (ki + KDY = Z,(M,Z,) satisfies
o sup{F(pi(z), ®;i(z)) : z € X(k; + kg(i))o} < a; with a; = 0 as i — 00;
o sup{F(®(z), ®i(v)) : 2,y € a,0 € X (ki + &)} < as;
e the fineness f(p;) — 0 as i — oo;
e the Almgren extension q,g(%) : X — Zn(M,M, Z3) (see [28, 3.10] for the
definition; it is continuous in the M-topology) is homotopic to ®; in the

flat topology (by [28, Cor. 3.12]), and sup{F(tIJg(i)(m), ®i(z)):x e X} =0
as ¢ — oo (by [28, 3.10]).

If we let S = {¢; }ien be a discrete sweepout, then we have L(S) = L({®; }ien)
and C(S) = C({®;}ien). Moreover, consider the restrictions of ; to Zi(kg(z))oz
Sz = {1 : Zi(K])o — Zn (M, Z2)}.

Similarly, we have
L(Sz) = L({®iz }ien) = L(I) and C(Sz) = C({®ilz, }ien)-

AsnoV € C(Sy) is Zy-almost minimizing in small annuli, by [28, Th. 2.13]
(which is a reformulation of Almgren-Pitts combinatorial argument [31, Th.
4.10]), we can find a sequence Sz = {®;} of maps

i1 Zy(K] Y + L)o — 2n(M, Zs)
and a sequence of homotopies
bi : I()o x Z(KD +1)o — Z,(M, Zy),
such that
o %i([0],2) = @i on(k]¥ + 1, k! V) (x) and ¥ ([1],z) = Gi(2);

e the fineness of 9; tends to zero as i — oo;

This content downloaded from
128.111.61.13 on Tue, 24 Nov 2020 04:26:23 UTC
All use subject to https://about jstor.org/terms



MULTIPLICITY ONE CONJECTURE 811

o lim sup sup{M(t;(, 7)) : (£, z) € I(l)o x Zi(k]® +1;)o} = L(Sz) — this
i—oo

property was not explicitly listed in [28, Th. 2.13], but it follows from
the construction in [31, Th. 4.10];
e L(Sz) < L(Sz).

Now we construct a new sequence S* = {¢} }ien with
o+ X (ki + kf(é) + lLi)o — Zn(M, Zy),

defined as

® pi(z)=pio0 n(k“:(é) + 1, k“:(é))(;t:), when z € Yi(kg(é) +1i)o;
o} (z) =i(t(z), z), where z € B;(l;)o and t(z)=min{37% - d(z, B;NY;), 1}
€ I(li)o (here d is the distance function restricted to B;(l;)o — see Appen-
dix A;
¢;(z) = @i(xz), when z € Zg(kg(i) + li)o — note that #(z) > 1 when
T e Z; N B;.

By the construction, we see that

¢; is homotopic to ¢; with fineness tending to zero as i — oo;
e L(S*) = L(II);
lim sup;_, o, sup{M(p}(z)) : z € Zg(k;?(” +1;)0} < L(Sz) < L(II).

Consider the Almgren’s extension of ¢;:

& : X — Z,(M, M, Zy).

Then

(a) ®; is homotopic to ‘I’g(é) and hence to ®; in the flat topology by [28, 3.11]
and by [28, 3.10];
(b) sup{F(®;(z), ®i(z)) : z € Y;} — 0;
(c) L({®7}) = L(5*) = L(ID); i
(d) limsupsup{M(®}(z)) : z € Z;} < L(Sz) < L(II).
i—$00

By summarizing what we have done (and abusing the notation ¥; =Y
and Z; = Z}), we produced another min-max sequence {®; };eny C II such that

(1) X can be decomposed to Y; and Z; with Z; = X'\Yj;, and for 7 large enough,
it(\) = 0 € HY(Y;, Zy) and i5(A\F1) £ 0 € H*Y(Zi, Zo);

(2) L({®7}) = L({®:}) = L(1D);
(3) limsupsup{M(®;(z)) : = € Z;} < L(II).

T— 00

Note that both Y; and Z; are nonempty for ¢ large enough by (1)(3).
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Step 3. Now we want to produce sweepouts in C(M) by lifting to the dou-
ble cover 0 : C(M) — Z,(M,Zs3) so as to produce sweepouts satisfying the
assumption of Theorem 4.1.

We abuse notation and still write {®]} as {®;}. Since (®:)*(\) # 0 €
HY(X,Zs) = Zs, there exist a double cover 7 : X — X with deck transforma-
tion map 7 : X — X and the lifting maps

®;: X — (C(M),F),

satisfying 8®; = ®; o w. Indeed, the cohomological condition implies that the
induced maps (D;). : m(X) — m(2n(M,Zs)) = Zy are surjective; see [28,
Def. 4.1 (i)]. So the kernel of (®;), is a subgroup of 71 (X) with index 2. Then
the existence of such liftings follows from [20, Props. 1.36 and 1.33].

Note that i{A = 0 € H(Y;,Zs), so the pre-image of Y; is disconnected
and is a disjoint union of two copies of Y;:

¥ —n (V) = Y;F UY;,

where both Y;* and Y;~ are homeomorphic to Y;. In fact, the cohomological
condition implies that every closed curve v : ST — Y; lies in the kernel of (®;).,
so the lift 4 of v to X is still a closed curve. This means that Y; is disconnected
as we want.

Denote by Z;, B; and B; the pre-images of Z;, B;, B; under 7 respectively.
Then B; = B} UB; is also a disjoint union of two copies of B;.

LEMMA 5.8. For i large enough, if II; is the (X,Z)-homoto'py class as-
soctated with ®;, then we have
L(IT;) > L(IT) > max M(0®;(x)).
reZ;
Proof. Fix i large, so that
sup M(®;(z)) < L(II);
reZ;

we will omit the sub-index in the following proof.
If the conclusion is not true, then we can find a sequence of maps {¥; :

X — (C(M),F)}jen C II, such that
lim sup sup{M(8%;(z)) : z € X} < L(II),

j—oo
and homotopy maps {H; : [0,1] x X — C(M)} that are continuous in the flat
topology, H;(0,-) = lflj, H;(1,) = ®, and
lim sup sup{F(H;(t,z), ®(z)) : t € [0,1],z € Z} = 0.
j—oo

We construct a new sequence of maps {li'; }jen defined as
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) lif;(a:) =U,(z), ifz € YT, and ITJ;(LI:) =Vo7(z),ifz €Y
o U¥(z) = Hj(t(z),z), where t(z) = min{dist(z, B* NY*),1} if z € B*, and
Vi(z) = Hjor(z), if z € B™ — here dist is the distance function by viewing
B as a cube complex in some I(m,1);
. lif;(a:) — ®(z), if z € Z' — note that t(z) > 1 forz € Z’N (BT NB™).
Note that though li'; themselves may not be continuous as maps to C(M), IIJ;
can be passed to quotient as continuous maps from X to Z,(M,Z;). This is
essentially where we used the structures of ¥ and B, that is, (Y*,Y") and
(BT,B™) are pairwise disjoint.
Denote the quotient maps of {li'; }jen by

{3 =000} : X — Zn(M,Zs)}jen-

We have

e U7 is homotopic to ® in the flat topology;

e limsup;_,, sup{M(¥}(z)) : = € X} < L(I) = wp(M,g) (by the three
above inequalities).

This will lead to a contradiction with the definition of k-width once we prove

that lI'; is an admissible k-sweepout when j is sufficiently large. Indeed, the

only thing left is to show that IIJ;‘ has no concentration of mass. This follows

from the third inequality above. So we finish the proof. |

Step 4. We are ready to finish the proof of Theorem 5.2.

For i large enough as in Lemma 5.8, Theorem 4.1 applied to II; gives a
disjoint collection of smooth, connected, closed, embedded, two-sided, minimal
hypersurfaces ¥; = uj";lzi,j, such that

N;
L(IL;) = ZArea(E@J) and index(%;) < k.
j=1
Note also that L(IT;) < L(®;) — L(IT) = wg. Counting the fact that there
are only finitely many smooth, closed, embedded minimal hypersurfaces with
Area < wp + 1 and index < k, for i sufficiently large we have

L(IL) = L(TTig1) = - — k.
Hence we finish the proof of Theorem 5.2. |

Remark 5.9. By the course of the above proof, in a bumpy metric, the
min-max minimal hypersurfaces associated with any homotopically nontrivial
sweepouts of mod-2 cycles are always two-sided and have multiplicity one. In
fact, if ® : X — Z,(M,Z;) is homotopically nontrivial, then the induced
map @, : m(X) — m(2n(M,Z2)) = Zo must be surjective. Otherwise by [20,
Prop. 1.33], ® can be lifted to a map d:X - C(M) that is then homotopically
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trivial as C(M) is contractible. With this topological information, the above
proof works the same way and implies the two-sidedness and multiplicity one
for min-max minimal hypersurfaces associated with II(®).

Remark 5.10. After this article was first posted on arXiv, we realized that
the main consequences obtained in Steps 1 and 2 in the above proof are also
contained in [29, Th. 4.9].

Appendix A. Cubical complex structures

Here we recall several cubical complex structures in [28, 2.1].

For each k € N, I(1,k) denotes the cubical complex on the unit inter-
val I = [0,1] whose 1l-cells and O-cells (which are also called vertices) are,
respectively,

[0,37%],[37%,2-37%],...,[1 —=37% 1] and [0],[37%],...,[1 —37%],[1].
We then denote by I(m, k) the cell complex on I™:
I(m,k)=1(1,k)®---®I(1,k) m times.

Then @ = a1 ® --- ® am is a g-cell of I(m, k) if and only if «; is a cell of
I(1,k) for each i, and ) ;- dim(a;) = g. We often identify a g-cell a with its
support @ X --- X o C I"™. The distance function d on I(m, k)o is defined
as d(z,y) = 3* Zf=1 |z; — yi|, z,y € I(m, k)o, [31, 4.1(1)(e)].

Let X C I™ be a cubical subcomplex. The cubical complex X (k) is the
union of all cells of I(m, k) whose support is contained in some cell of X. We
use the notation X (k)q to denote the set of all g-cells in X (k), and particularly
X(k)o to denote the set of vertices in X (k). Two vertices z,y € X (k)o are
adjacent if they belong to a common cell in X (k);.

Let Y C I(m,k) be a cubical subcomplex. Similarly, the cubical complex
Y (1) is the union of all cells of I(m, k + ) whose support is contained in some
cell of Y. Here Y (k)4 is defined in the same way.

Given k,l € N, we define n(k,l) : X(k)o — X (l)o so that n(i,j)(z) is the
element in X (l)p that is closest to = (see [31, p. 141]).

Appendix B. Removing singularity for weakly stable PMC
We record the following standard removable singularity result.

THEOREM B.1. Let (M™t1, g) be a closed Riemannian manifold of dimen-
sion 3 < (n+1) < 7. Given h € 8(g) and X C B:(p)\{p} an almost embedded
hypersurface with X N B:(p)\{p} = 0, assume that ¥ has prescribing mean
curvature h, and Y is weakly stable. If 3. represents a varifold of bounded first
variation in B:(p), then ¥ extends smoothly across p as an almost embedded
hypersurface in B(p).
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Proof. Given any sequence of positive A; — 0, consider the blowups
{pr(B) C pyy, (M)}, where p,,\ (z) = %. Since ¥ has bounded first
variation, g, 5, (¥) converges (up to a subsequence) to a stationary integral
rectifiable cone C' in R™t! = Tp,M. By weakly stability and Theorem 2.5, the
convergence is locally smooth and graphical away from the origin, so C is an
integer multiple of some embedded minimal hypercone; moreover, C' is weakly
stable, and hence is stable as an embedded minimal hypersurface away from 0.
Therefore, C' is an integer multiple of some n-plane P by Simons’s classification
[38], i.e., C = m - P, where m = ©™(X,p). Note that a priori C may not be
unique.

By the locally smooth and graphical convergence, there exists op > 0
small enough, such that for any 0 < o < 0p, ¥ has an m-sheeted, ordered (in
the sense of [52, Def. 3.2]), graphical decomposition in the annulus 4, /; ,(p) =

By (p)\Bo2(p):
xn AJXQ,J(p) = U?llzi(o)'

Here each ¥;(0) is a graph over A, /; ;(p) N P for some n-plane P C T, M.
We can continue each ¥;(o) all the way to By, (p)\{p}, and we denote
the continuation by ;. Each }; can be extended as a varifold across p with
uniformly bounded first variation. (Since ¥; C X satisfies the area decay
estimates, area(X; N By(p)) < Co™.) We claim that the density satisfies
©"(3i,p) = 1 for each i. In fact, ©"(X;,p) > 1 as any blowups of ¥; con-
verges to an n-plane, but m = O"(3,p) = Y1, ©"(3;,p). Now applying the
Allard regularity theorem [1] to each ¥;, we get that ¥; extends as a C1® hy-
persurface across p. Higher regularity of X; follows from the prescribing mean
curvature equation and elliptic regularity. |

Appendix C. Proof of Lemma 3.3

[27, Lemma 4.5 is purely a result in finite dimensional multi-variable
calculus. Let us translate the problem as follows: let B be some compact

topological space with 0 € B, and let {f“ € C°°(Bk) :w € B} be a family of
smooth functions defined on Ek, such that w — f*“ is a continuous map in the

smooth topology on Cw(Ek). Moreover, we assume
. . k -0
e f“ has a unique maximum m(w) € BODX\/kl_’ and m(0) = 0;
. —% Id < D?f¥(u) < —¢coId for all u € B and for some cg € (0,1).

So for each w € B, we have
(C1)  fY(m(w)) - %I‘u —m(w)® < f(u) < f(m(w)) - %IH —m(w)[?

for all u € Fk.
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For each f“, consider the one-parameter flow {¢“(-,t) : ¢ > 0} C Diff (Ek)
generated by the vector field

u— —(1—[u)Vfwu), ue B

For fixed u € Ek, the function ¢ — f“(¢“(u,t)) is non-increasing.

The prototype of [27, Lemma 4.5] is the following lemma, and the proof
is essentially the same as therein so we omit it.

LEMMA C.1. For any § < i, there exists T = T'(6,B,{f“},co) > 0 such
that for any w € B and v € B* with |v — m(w)| > &, we have

F9(¢°(v,T)) < £(0) — % and |¢*(v,T)| > %,

=F
Now we are ready to prove Lemma 3.3. Note that the ball B,_(€0) is not
compact under the F-topology, so to apply Lemma C.1, we need to introduce

. F
a compactification of By (o).

Proof of Lemma 3.3. Given a F-Cauchy sequence {Q;} C E];E(Qg), we
denote (Voo, Qo) € Vn(M) x C(M) as the limit such that Vo = lim;_,o0 |0€2]

as varifolds and Qo = lim;_, o £2; as Caccioppoli sets. If we define

Al (v) = ||(Fy) £ Vao | (M) — / hdH"™ ! for each v € Fk,
Fy(Qe0)
then .Agi converges smoothly to A% as functions in C*® (Ek)

Now take B as the union of E];E(Qo) with the limits of the form (Vo, Qs0),
= AR and f(Veor?o) = A" . Then Lemma 3.3 follows from Lemma C.1. [J

Appendix D. Existence of local PMC foliations

We recall the following classical result of White [41, Appendix and Rem. 2].
Note that the A"-functional can be locally expressed as the integration of an
elliptic integrand.

ProprosSITION D.1. Given a Riemannian metric g in a neighborhood U of
0 € R, there ezists an € > 0, such that if h : U — R is a smooth function
with ||h||sa <€, 7 <€, and if

w: B! CR" = R satisfies ||wlq < e,

then for each t € [—r,r], there exists a C**-function v, : B® — R whose graph
G; satisfies

HG: - hIGt
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(where Hg, is evaluated with respect to the upward pointing normal of Gy),

and

ve(z) = w(z) +t if x € OB,

Furthermore, v; depends on r,t,h,w in C' and the graphs {G; : t € [-r,7|}
form a foliation.
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