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GAN to the Mississippi: Generative Adversarial Networks for Posthuman Relations
to Place

AAG Meetings <meeting@aag.org>
Tue 11/8/2022 7:28 PM

To:Biggs, Heidi R <heidbigg@psu.edu>

You don't often get email from meeting@aag.org. Learn why this is important

Dear Heidi,

Congratulations on the successful submission of your Virtual Paper Abstract abstract to the
2023 AAG Annual Meeting! Your abstract has been accepted for presentation. Session
organizers will need your Abstract Code (22831) in order to include your presentation in their
session, so please keep this confirmation for your records.

The following instructions may be helpful to you as you submit your abstract and begin
searching for inclusion in a session.

e We encourage you to search the Session Gallery for sessions fitting your topic

¢ In order to be included in a session, please send the organizer your Abstract
Code (22831) and abstract confirmation email

e The organizer will add your abstract to their session if they feel that your topic is a good
fit

e You may also be contacted by a session organizer or added to a session by organizers
searching the abstract gallery

e If you are not included in a session by December. 1, your abstract will be sorted topically
by the program committee

e For the best exposure, poster presenters may opt to upload their poster as a PDF before
the Annual Meeting. The PDF will be viewed from the gallery and the mobile app.

Your abstract details can be found below:

Abstract Code: 22831

Title: GAN to the Mississippi: Generative Adversarial Networks for Posthuman Relations to
Place

Type: Virtual Paper Abstract

First Author: Heidi Biggs, Pennsylvania State University

Abstract: Many have discussed how images construct place, from maps to landscape
paintings, images have been a part of defining relationships between people and their
environments, often, in the case of the Western canon, as part of colonial and nationalistic
projects. As new and emerging Machine Learning imaging techniques are becoming part of
representing (or misrepresenting) place, | ask how ML image generators called Generative
Adversarial Networks (GANSs) build relations to place by making critically informed images of
the Mississippi River. The choice of the Mississippi River is connected to longer-term research
into how technologies build relations between people and nature, undergirded by ecological
posthuman thinking. Ecological posthumanism argues, in the face of climate change, that
humans must shift from hierarchical to networked and entangled ways of seeing themselves in
relation to non-human others like technologies and ecologies. The Mississippi River is a site of
long-term human/non-human entanglement that resists romantic idealization of nature due to
its large-scale environmental engineering, historic floods and storms, ties to commerce, and
intersectional issues of race, class, and colonialism. Using the lens of ecological posthumanism
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as a starting point, | probe the limits and possibilities of GANs to create posthuman images of
the Mississippi River and ask what this paradigm shift means in how emerging visual media
forms build relations to place.

Acknowledgements: | understand that all abstracts will be published in the conference
proceedings and online. Submission of an abstract implies permission to publish.

Go back to the Completed Submissions Page to edit your submission (Edits can be made
through February 9, 2023).

We look forward to seeing you at 2023 AAG Annual Meeting!

American Association of Geographers

This email is a service from American Association of Geographers.
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