


“Ana, I’ll be right there. Remember that I expect to see some work on your paper before I help you.”

Anabel sank in her seat. She thought of all the old tires at her parents’ 

“ ” Her mother yelled.

“ .”

Anabel recollected the cars she passed heading to her father’s office. A green car with one tire, the one missing 

, the purple car named after her mother’s favorite author. The car shines with four flat tires. Her father 
will be fixed for her by the time she goes to college, “ .” 

. “ ” Anabel could feel his voice tickle her 

Anabel bent over as far as she could, but only her father’s boots could be seen like the Wicked Witch of the 
East under Dorothy’s house. She was home, though. “ , just need to wash my hands.”

Anabel’s dad clicked his boots together as he spoke. “ ” Laughing, Anabel skipped 
on. Anabel’s father felt the breeze that came with Anabel’s laugh.

“I’m not seeing any work Ana.” Ms. Hidalgo’s voice interrupted Anabel’s memory.
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“Yeah um why is John counting tires? How do I know how many tires the cars have?”
Ms. Hidalgo closed her eyes while rubbing the bridge of her nose. “Ana. It doesn’t matter. All cars have four 
tires. It’s practice for your upcoming STAAR test . You know what they want. What, Miguel?”

“Don’t forget your parenthesis.” Ms. Hidalgo said to Miguel.

—
“No.” Anabel stopped herself. “They don’t want my memories. I know what they want.”

Don’t forget your parentheses.

Don’t forget your parentheses

Authors’ Note

piece helps you reflect on word problems, the ways learners’ worlds are reflected in them, and how to embrace 

mathematics. When students like Anabel bravely choose to introduce their stories into the “hierarchical and value
laden” (Pais, 2011, p. 227) mathematics classroo
counterstory “can open new windows into reality, showing us that there are possibilities for life other than the ones 
we live” (Delgado, 1989, p. 2414). We ask you to take a moment to reflect on 



connections in “American” citizenship and the post/neo
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