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The CHARA Array and consortium have been 
making significant progress in upgrades of its 
facilities and instrumentation programs. The 
adaptive optics systems for all six telescopes are 
now online and in regular operation. Three new 
interferometric beam combiners are being 
commissioned and expected to be ready for 

science operations next semester. Our new 
mobile 7th telescope has achieved first light and 
is soon undergoing the installation of its 
adaptive optics system. Optical fibers with a 
length of 650m are being tested for 
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length of 650m are being tested for 
interferometric use and are being installed to 
integrate this telescope with the Array. The NSF-
funded open-access time for CHARA is growing 
and offers 100 nights per year to the community. 
CHARA has also increased its public outreach 
and educational efforts, partnering with Shadow 
the Scientists to allow the public a chance to 
view operations of the largest interferometer in 
the world. These new initiatives aim to increase 
the sensitivity of the Array by up to 2 
magnitudes, increase scientific throughput by 
simultaneous operation of combiners in visible 
and NIR wavebands, to nearly double the 
maximum baseline and thus minimum angular 
resolution of the Array, and to increase utility of 
the Array for the community. Expanding public 
outreach aims to raise public awareness about 
optical interferometry and its capabilities and 
impact.
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