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ABSTRACT: We investigated the functional group chemistry of r”
natural organic matter (NOM) associated with both U(IV) and
U(VI) in solids from mineralized deposits exposed to oxidizing
conditions from the Jackpile Mine, Laguna Pueblo, NM. The uranium
(U) content in unreacted samples was 0.44—2.6% by weight |
determined by X-ray fluorescence. In spite of prolonged exposure to ~ SPectroscopy
K A . solid samples A e
ambient oxidizing conditions, ~49% of U(IV) and ~51% of U(VI) | o Gl - Wy
were identified on U Ly; edge extended X-ray absorption fine Q g e 2 e
structure spectra. Loss on ignition and thermogravimetric analyses Saso f
identified from 13% to 44% of NOM in the samples. Carbonyl, :
phenolic, and carboxylic functional groups in the unreacted samples
were identified by fitting of high-resolution X-ray photoelectron
spectroscopy (XPS) C 1s and O Is spectra. Peaks corresponding to
phenolic and carbonyl functional groups had intensities higher than
those corresponding to carboxylic groups in samples from the supernatant from batch extractions conducted at pH 13, 7, and 2.
U(IV) and U(VI) species were detected in the supernatant after batch extractions conducted under oxidizing conditions by
fitting of high-resolution XPS U 4f spectra. The outcomes from this study highlight the importance of the influence of pH on
the organic functional group chemistry and U speciation in mineralized deposits.
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H INTRODUCTION Natural organic matter (NOM) and U co-occur in the
Jackpile Sandstone Member of the Morrison Formation.
Sandstone formations are characterized by varied sizes of
sorted pebbles and sands and lenses of concentrated NOM.®
Uranium is trapped within the NOM layers of detritus and
humus, leading to the formations of deposits rich in NOM and

6 . . . .
neighboring the Jackpile Mine." These concentrations exceed U.” Reduced U was found in solid samples from mineralized

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) maximum deposits in the Jackpile Mine despite1 being exposed to
contaminant level of 30 ug L~'° Additionally, the U oxidizing conditions for several decades.” Studies have found

coffinite [USiOy()] as crystals precipitated or embedded in
layers of amorphous NOM-bearing grain coatings in the

The legacy of operations for uranium (U) mining in the
United States has impacted several sites, many of which are
located in Native American communities. Studies have
reported U concentrations of 35.3—772 ug L7' in surface
waters near the Pueblo of Laguna, New Mexico (NM),

Mine, adjacent to the Rio Paguate, was 9300 mg kg™’

recent study in the Grants Mining District in NM reports that

concentration detected in solid samples from the ]ack})ile
A

the mineralogy of U-bearing dust affects the extent of U Received: January 18, 2019
dissolution in simulated lung fluids, which could have potential Revised:  April 12, 2019
health implications.” The Jackpile Mine has been listed in the Accepted: April 18, 2019
EPA National Priorities List for CERCLA cleanup.* Published: April 18, 2019
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Grants region, NM.”~"" Natural organic matter may enhance
the preservation of U(IV) phases exposed to oxidizing fluids
for more than 30 million years.”'*

Organic functional groups play a key role in the chemical
speciation and reactivity of U and other metals in the
environment. Dissolved humic substances facilitate the trans-
port of U and other metals as a function of pH by affecting the
sorption on mineral surfaces.”>™'® It has been reported that
soluble U complexes with humic substances in peats.'” The
formation of U(VI)—humate complexes between pH 4 and 6
can influence sorption of U on NOM.'”'® Previous studies
found U is predominantly bound in bidentate—mononuclear
complexes to carboxyl ligands in natural NOM, inhibiting the
precipitation of U minerals.””™>* Furthermore, U(IV) can
complex with NOM functional groups, resulting in the
formation of monomeric U(IV) species that have been
observed in anoxic sediments and ore deposits to%ether with
other crystalline U(IV) phases such as uraninite.”> > Other
studies reported NOM complexation influences the abiotic
oxidation rate of Fe(Il) by 0,.” > For example, functional
groups such as quinones act as terminal electron acceptors in
anaerobic microbial respiration, while phenols serve as electron
donors for the reduction of electron acceptors, such as Fe(III),
Mn(IV), arsenate, Cr(VI), and U(VI).30_3'2 Despite these
findings, the influence of pH on the organic functional group
chemistry and the speciation of U(IV) and U(VI) co-occurring
in U mine sites remains unknown.

. While the presence of NOM in sandstone formations is
well established, the organic functional group chemistry has
not been extensively studied."**™* Improving the current
understanding of the organic functional group chemistry found
in sandstone formations and mineralized U deposits will help
to identify the binding mechanisms influencing the interactions
of U and NOM. These interactions may ultimately affect the
reactive transport of . U in soils, surface water, groundwater,
and uptake in plants.*® Although several methods have been
used to understand the mineralogy of sandstone formations
and U mineralized deposits, the analysis of particulate NOM is
challenging.® The application of X-ray photoelectron spectros-
copy (XPS) to observe changes in organic functional groups in
U mineralized deposits as a result of pH changes is not well
documented.””*® Integrating XPS analyses with other physical
and chemical methods could provide new information about
NOM functional chemistry in U samples from mineralized
deposits.

The objective of this study is to identify the organic
functional group chemistry in U mineralized deposits from the
Jackpile Mine. We integrated excitation—emission matrix
spectroscopy (EEMS), XPS, X-ray absorption spectroscopy
(XAS), thermal analyses, and batch extraction experiments. A
novel aspect of this investigation is identifying the influence of
pH on the organic functional group chemistry and the
speciation of U(IV) and U(VI) co-occurring in samples of
complex mineralogy from a sandstone geological formation
through the integration of a variety of analytical techniques
with laboratory experiments. The results of this study provide
insights about the reactions between NOM and U in
mineralized deposits that are relevant for risk assessment and
remediation strategies.

B MATERIALS AND METHODS

Sample Collection. Two solid samples (JP; and JP,) from
mineralized deposits from the Jackpile Mine (35°8'28.09"N,

5759

107°20719.67"W) were collected from a location described in
a previous study." Samples were collected in the summer of
2017, crushed, and sieved with a US Standard #230 mesh (63
um). We referred to the crushed and sieved solids before any
treatment was applied as “unreacted samples”.

Solid Analyses. Solid phase analyses were conducted on
unreacted samples by X-ray fluorescence (XRF) and C, H, N,
and O elemental analysis. XAS and XPS were performed on
unreacted samples, on reacted solids after loss on ignition
(LOI), and on solids remaining from batch extraction
experiments. XAS measurements were conducted at beamline
7-3 at the Stanford Synchrotron Radiation Laboratory (SSRL)
at the U Ly edge in fluorescence mode. Data were collected at
room temperature in a He-purged environmental chamber.
Linear combination fitting was performed using the following
reference materials as end members as measured from other
studies: monomeric U(IV),* uraninite,** U(VI) adsorbed with
ferrihydrite,* and the coffinite reference obtained from the
Mineral Collection from the University of New Mexico.
References and standards were pulverized and pressed into the
slots of aluminum holders and sealed with Kapton tape on
both sides. Data processing and analyses for XAS were
conducted using Athena and Artemis.** A Kratos Ultra DLD
X-ray photoelectron spectrometer was used to acquire the near
surface (<10 nm) atomic composition and oxidation states.
Survey spectra were acquired at 80 eV and high resolution at a
20 eV pass energy. A monochromatic Al source was used at a
150 W power to obtain C 1s and U 4f high-resolution spectra
from the top ~4—10 nm of the surface. Three areas per
replicate were analyzed, and averages and standard deviations
are reported. Shirley background subtraction was used to
process the spectra using CasaXPS software.

Additional details about these methods are included in
Supporting Information.

Acid Digestion and Solution Metal Analyses. Acid
digestions were conducted in triplicate to assess the U acid-
extractable content from the mineralized surface deposit solids,
by adding 2 mL of HNO;, 6 mL of HCl, and 3 mL of
concentrated HF to 50 mL Teflon digestion tubes containing
2.000 + 0.002 g of homogenized samples. Inductively coupled
plasma optical emission spectroscopy (ICP-OES) and
inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS)
measured metal concentrations in solution. Additional details
about these methods are included in Supporting Information.

Thermal Analyses for Solids. The NOM content in the
mineralized deposit solid samples was estimated by LOI and
thermogravimetric analyses (TGA). Details of these methods
are provided in Supporting Information.

Extraction of Natural Organic Matter. Natural organic
matter from the mineralized deposit solid samples was
identified by a modified approach of the Nagoya method as
described in a study conducted to characterize humic
substances by EEMS and parallel factor analysis.*>** Detailed
information about batch extractions is in Supporting
Information. Briefly, NOM was extracted with a 0.1 N
NaOH solution at pH 13. Reactions were carried out in
triplicate for 24 h at 4 °C. A set of batch reactors was acidified
from pH 13 to 7 with concentrated trace metal grade HCL
Exposing these samples to pH 7 is environmentally relevant
because circumneutral pH conditions are characteristic of the
Rio Paguate near the Jackpile Mine." Another set of batch
reactors was acidified from pH 13 to 2. Exposing these samples
to pH 2 is relevant because acid drainage has been observed in
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Figure 1. Fitting of high-resolution XPS carbon (C 1s) and uranium (U 4f) spectra of (A) unreacted Jackpile Mine solids. Fitting of high-resolution
XPS carbon (C 1s) and uranium (U 4f) spectra of the supernatant from batch extraction reactors at (B) pH 13, (C) pH 7, and (D) pH 2. (E)

Percent composition of C 1s and U 4f spectra.

mine waste sites.”>~*” Subsequently, after the pH was adjusted,
samples were centrifuged, decanted, and filtered using a 0.2 ym
filter. Supernatant samples were stored at 4 °C in the dark until
EEMS analysis. Remaining solids (reacted solids) were stored
for XAS and XPS analyses.

Excitation—Emission Matrix Spectroscopy (EEMS)
Analyses. Excitation—emission matrix spectroscopy was
used as a rapid, nondestructive, and sensitive method to
provide information about the fluorescing fraction of the
NOM. Absorbance spectra of dissolved NOM solutions were
measured from 200 to 800 nm on a Varian Cary 300UV
spectrophotometer in 1 cm quartz cells. Fluorescence spectra
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were acquired on a Varian Eclipse spectrofluorometer.
Excitation wavelengths were sampled from 240 to 450 nm at
5 nm intervals; emission wavelengths were sampled every 2 nm
from 300 to 600 nm. A Milli-Q water blank was subtracted
from each absorbance and fluorescence measurement. Milli-Q
water had an 18 M resistivity and <5 ppb TOC. Samples
were diluted if the absorbance in a 1 cm cell was greater than
0.4 at 240 nm. Corrections for fluorescence were made for
lamp excitation intensity and detector emission responses, and
afterward, corrections for inner filter effects were applied using
standard approaches.*® Finally, the results were calibrated first
to the water Raman signal of each instrument and then in
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Figure 2. X-ray absorption spectroscopy (XAS) of unreacted and reacted solids (after LOI, pH 2 and 13) from the Jackpile Mine (JP,). (A) U Ly
edge EXAFS of the Jackpile Mine solid samples using the following references: uraninite, coffinite, and monomeric U(IV) for U(IV) and uranyl-
adsorbed ferrihydrite as reference for U(VI). (B) Normalized bulk U Ly;; edge XANES spectra using uraninite (nano-UQ,) as a reference for U(IV)
and adsorbed ferrihydrite as a reference for U(VI). (C) Linear combination fitting of the U Ly; edge EXAFS spectra of U(VI) and U(IV) species in

the Jackpile Mine solid samples.

quinine sulfate units (QSU). Fluorescence results were
processed with an in-house MATLAB script (MathWorks,
Natick, MA). Dissolved NOM was quantified by measuring the
dissolved organic carbon (DOC) via automated heated-
persulfate oxidation following an additional filtration through
a 0.45 pum polyvinylidene fluoride filter.

Effect of pH on Organic Functional Chemistry and U
Species. Batch extraction experiments assessed the effect of
pH on the organic functional groups in the NOM from the
mineralized deposit solids from the Jackpile Mine. For this set
of reactions, we used the sample with the highest NOM
content (JP,) as determined by LOI and TGA. Natural organic
matter was extracted by using 0.1 N NaOH, and after reaction
for 24 h, the solution was acidified from pH 13 to 7 and from
pH 13 to 2 with trace metal grade HCI. After the target pH had
been reached, the supernatant was decanted and filtered
through a 0.45 pm filter. Drops of the decanted and filtered
supernatant at pH 13 (control), 7, and 2 were drop-cast on a
freshly cleaved mica surface and allowed to dry. Dried
supernatants and reacted solids from batch extraction experi-
ments were then analyzed by XPS to obtain high-resolution
spectra for C 1s, O 1s, and U 4f. The high-resolution C 1s and
O 1Is spectrum from freshly cleaved mica was obtained to
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account for the adventitious carbon present on the mica
surface. Of the total carbon detected, <10% was due to
adventitious carbon on the surface of freshly cleaved mica
(Figure S1). The rest of the carbon corresponded to the NOM
in the supernatant. Five peaks have been used to curve high-
resolution C 1s spectra: aliphatic C—C at 285 eV, secondary
carbon (C*—C—OH/C*—C=0) at 285.8 €V, phenol carbon
at 286.5 eV, carbonyl carbon at 288.0 eV, and carboxylic C at
289.2 eV. Details about sample preparation for XPS analyses
are provided in Supporting Information. Metal concentrations
in the supernatant from each batch extraction reactor were
analyzed by ICP-OES/ICP-MS. All reactions were carried out
in triplicate.

B RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Uranium in Unreacted Mineralized Deposit Solid
Samples from the Jackpile Mine. Samples contained 0.44
+ 0.03% (JP,) and 2.61 + 0.09% (JP,) U by weight according
to acid digestions and ICP-OES results. XRF analyses detected
1.02% (JP,) and 8.22% (JP,) U by weight. XRF and acid
digestions are different approaches to measuring the
concentration of U in the solid samples. XRF measures the
total bulk concentration of a particular element, while acid

DOI: 10.1021/acs.est.9b00407
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digestions determine the total acid-extractable elemental
concentration. Both techniques quantify the elemental content
in a a sample, and the results complement each other. The
concentrations of U found in our samples are 3—4 orders of
magnitude higher than the crustal U average of 2.78 mg kg_l.“
Previous studies have found co-occurrence of U and other
elements in mine wastes and wetlands adjacent to the Jackpile
Mine."?*

Unreacted sample JP, showed 19.4 rel% U(IV) and 80.6 rel
% U(VI) relative (rel) to the total U detected in the near
surface by high-resolution U 4f XPS spectra (Figure 1A).
Spectra from U Ly; edge XANES on sample JP, also suggest
that the unreacted solid samples contained a mixture of U(IV)
and U(VI) (Figure 2). Unreacted samples averaged ~49%
U(IV) and ~51% U(VI) according to the linear combination
fitting of the U L; edge EXAFS spectra. Linear combination fits
of the EXAFS spectra suggested samples contain more
monomeric U(IV) (29%) than coffinite (19%) and also lack
uraninite (Figure 2C and Table S1). Previous studies also
found monomeric U, coffinite, and oxidized U in the Jackpile
Mine as well as in an undisturbed U roll-front ore deposit in
Wyoming, and in the microbial reduction of U(VI) in
subsurface systems."””**>* The proportions of U species
found by XPS (near surface) and XAS (bulk) are different due
to the characteristics of each technique. However, both results
complement each other and confirm the existence of U(IV)
and U(VI) in the surface and bulk part of our samples.
Additional analyses were pursued to investigate the NOM
physical and chemical characteristics from the Jackpile Mine.

Natural Organic Matter in Mineralized Deposits from
the Jackpile Mine. Natural Organic Matter Content. LOI
and TGA were used to estimate the NOM content in the
unreacted samples (Figure 3). Sample JP, exhibited greater
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Figure 3. Thermal analyses [thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) and
loss on ignition (LOI)] to estimate the organic matter content in solid
samples from the Jackpile Mine mineralized deposits. (A) Change in
mass content as a function of temperature (TGA) for unreacted solid
samples JP, and JP,. (B) Mass loss comparison between TGA and
LOL

mass loss (44.8 + 0.22% by LOI and 43.19 =+ 0.74% by TGA)
than JP; (13.6 + 0.26% by LOI and 13.84 + 0.99% by TGA).
Volatilization of NOM caused the mass loss in the samples.
These results indicate that despite mining operations, NOM
remained present in the Jackpile Mine. Other research found a
lower content of NOM in the Jackpile Mine, ranging from
0.07% to 21.8% by LOI at 550 °C and from 1.2% to 2.8% by
LOI at 850 °C, while wetlands adjacent to the Jackpile Mine
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contained 14—15% NOM by LOL"***>**3% A recent study in
the Mulga Rock U deposit in Western Australia found that the
LOI at 550 °C ranged from 1 to 57% by weight.51 U Ly edge
XANES analyses detected the oxidation of U in the solid
samples after LOI (Figure 2B). The heat treatment (550 °C)
likely oxidized the amorphous U(IV), while coffinite remained
stable at this temperature. Other literature has also reported U
oxidation when solids are exposed to high temperatures.”

Elemental Analysis. For this analysis, we used the sample
with the highest NOM content (JP,) as determined by LOI
and TGA. Unreacted samples showed 33.2% C, 10.8% O, 1.4%
H, and 0.16% N by weight for sample JP,. These findings are
within range of those of another study in the Grants Belt.*’
The low H/C ratio (0.513) indicates high aromaticity as
suggested in other studies.>** Moreover, low O/C (0.243)
and (O + N)/C (0.247) ratios indicate low hydrophilicity and
polarity.**~>® Elemental analyses require a pure organic sample
to avoid accounting for the C, O, H, and N from the minerals
contained in the sample. The C detected with this technique is
within the range identified by TGA and LOL

Fluorescence Properties of Extracted Organic Matter
from Mineralized Deposits from the Jackpile Mine.
Excitation—emission matrix spectroscopy (EEMS) was used
to assess the chemical properties of the fluorescing fraction of
the NOM from the mineralized deposit samples from the
Jackpile Mine. Samples JP; and JP, showed two major peak
regions corresponding to the macromolecular signature of
humic substances (Figure 4). Peak A corresponds to the
excitation and emission wavelengths of 260 and 380—460 nm,
respectively, and peak C corresponds to excitation and
emission wavelengths of 320—360 and 420—460 nm,
respectively, according to previous studies.**>” The change
observed via EEMS at pH 2 is attributed to the precipitation of
humic acids that are insoluble at low pH.'>*® The dissolved
organic carbon measured at pH 7 was 14.0 + 1.7 mg L™" for
JP, and 8.7 + 0.9 mg L™ for JP,.

Organic Functional Group Chemistry from Mineralized
Deposits from the Jackpile Mine. Phenolic (18.3 + 2.5 rel%)
and carbonyl (8.6 + 0.7 rel%) functional groups were more
abundant, while carboxylic groups (5.8 + 0.2 rel%) were the
least abundant relative to the total carbon detected by high-
resolution XPS C 1s and O 1s on the surface of unreacted solid
samples (Figure 1 and Figure S2). Fitting of high-resolution
XPS C Is data showed the characteristic peaks for phenolic
(286.5 eV), carbonyl (288 eV), and carboxylic (289 eV)
functional groups in the unreacted solid samples. The peak due
to secondary carbon (all carbons bound to phenolic, carbonyl,
and carboxylic carbon) was included in the fit at 285.6 eV.
Contrary to what has been reported in previous studies about
NOM, we found that carboxylic functional groups were less
abundant than phenols or carbonyls.*”% This finding is likely
due to the fact that our samples are highly aromatic as
indicated by the low H/C ratio. As suggested in other studies,
the concentration of phenolic and carbonyl functional groups
may affect the occurrence of U(IV) and U(VI), as both
functional groups can influence the speciation of U found in
our site.>"*” Batch extraction experiments at pH 13, 7, and 2
were conducted to investigate changes in the functional
chemistry of the NOM and U oxidation state as a function of
solution pH.

Effect of pH on Organic Functional Group Chemistry.
Fitting of high-resolution XPS C 1s and O 1s spectra shows
more changes in peak intensity corresponding to phenolic and
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Figure 4. Results of excitation—emission matrix spectroscopy (EEMS) of the supernatant of batch extraction reactors at pH 7 and 2 from the
Jackpile Mine samples: (A) JP; and (B) JP,. Note the QSE scaling differences on the color bar for each EEM.

carbonyl functional groups compared to carboxylic groups in
the supernatant in response to pH changes from batch
extractions (Figure 1 and Figure S2). For instance, the relative
percent of phenolic groups in high-resolution C 1s spectra
increased with pH from 5.4 rel% at pH 13 to 14.4 rel% at pH 7
and to 11.0 rel% at pH 2. Likewise, the supernatant of the
reactor at pH 13 contained 1.5—6.9 rel% fewer carbonyl groups
than reactors at pH 7 and 2. In contrast to those of phenolic
and carbonyl groups, the intensity of peaks corresponding to
carboxylic groups in the supernatant of the reactor at pH 13
was similar to that of reactor supernatants at pH 7 and 2
(within a range of 1.2—1.7 rel%). Previous studies suggest that
U in peat systems was coordinated to C atoms with carboxyl
groups from particulate NOM through bidentate—mononu-
clear U(IV/VI) complexes.”® Other studies found that U—
phenolic bonds are prevalent at pH 6 while UO,—carboxyl
bonding is predominant at pH 3.5.°' Furthermore, research
found that U(VI) was immobilized by natural NOM and
reduced U(IV) was bound with carboxylic groups in plant
roots.*>

Our XPS data indicate a possible complexation at pH 13
between carboxylic functional groups with U and other
elements found on the surface of our samples such as K, Fe,
or V (Table S2). A peak located between the carboxyl group
(289 eV) and carbonyl group (288 V) was observed at 23.5 +
0.2 rel% only in the supernatant from the reactor at pH 13
(Figure 1B). A previous study showed that the electrostatic
interactions between different chemical moieties cause shifts in
the binding energy detected by XPS.”> For example, the
formation of surface complexes (e.g, C—O—M) may cause a
shift of the binding energy of carboxylic carbon [C(=O0)-—
OH] to a value lower than the characteristic peak for carboxyl
groups alone. Further research is needed to study the
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mechanism of interaction among specific organic functional
groups, U, and other elements occurring in mineralized
deposits. Ongoing studies from our research group are
assessing the binding of U and organic functional groups in
more controlled laboratory environments using XPS, including
the possible oxidation of NOM at high pH.

The peak intensity corresponding to phenolic, carbonyl, and
carboxylic functional groups as a result of the batch extractions
in the reacted solids compared to peaks observed on the
unreacted samples decreased except for that of the carbonyl
peak after the reaction at pH 13 (Figure S3). Further
investigation of the mechanisms and interactions between
these functional groups and U in our samples should be
pursued.

Effect of pH on U Species. A mixture of U(IV) and
U(VI) was detected on the supernatant and reacted solids of
all reactors. Fitting of high-resolution XPS U 4f spectra of the
reacted solids indicates that the peak intensity corresponding
to U(IV) decreased for all reactors relative to those of the
unreacted samples, suggesting that U oxidation occurred in the
solid sample surface as a result of the reaction conditions
tested in our study (Figure S3). The surface concentration of
U(VI) in the reacted solids increased by 14.0 rel% at pH 13,
4.4 rel% at pH 7, and 14.6 rel% at pH 2 when compared to that
of the unreacted solids.

Analyses of U Ly; edge XANES spectra also identified a
mixture of U(IV) and U(VI) in the reacted solid samples as
well as unreacted solids as discussed above (Figure 2). Linear
combination fitting of the U Ly; edge EXAFS spectra detected
similar proportions of U(IV) and U(VI) components on
reacted solids from batch extraction reactors at pH 7 [46%
U(IV) and 54% U(VI)] and pH 2 [49% U(IV) and 51%(VI)]
(Table S3). The species of U in the reacted solids likely
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changed as a function of the pH conditions we investigated.
Mineral forms of uraninite and coffinite are stable in subsurface
environments, while biogenic uraninite and monomeric U(IV)
oxidize more readily.*”®® Previous research has also found
U(VI) with reduced U-bearing minerals such as coffinite in the
Jackpile Mine."**  Similarly, other studies conducted on
organic-rich subsurface sediments found U(IV) and U-
(W).51’67’68

A mixture of U(IV) and U(VI) was identified using high-
resolution XPS U 4f spectra of the supernatant from all batch
extractions. The peak intensity corresponding to U(IV) in the
supernatant was higher for the reactor at pH 2 and lower for
the reactor at pH 13 (Figure 1). While we found U(IV) and
U(VI) species in the reacted solids, it is interesting to observe
U(IV) in the supernatant from the batch extractions conducted
under oxidizing conditions. The U(IV) detected in solution
may be U(IV)—NOM colloids, which have been observed in
groundwater and wetlands.”” However, the kinetics of U(IV)
species in the supernatant and the mechanisms of formation
need to be investigated.

The concentration of U measured in solution in reactors at
pH 13 and 2 was similar (34.5 + 2.78 mg L™" at pH 13 and
40.2 + 13.49 mg L™" at pH 2), while the concentration of U in
solution for the reactor at pH 7 was at least 15-fold lower [1.86
+ 128 mg L™ (Figure S4)]. High U concentrations in
solution found at pH 2 may be due to the weak adsorption
with the solids at this pH. Higher concentrations of U in
solution at pH 13 are likely due to the complexation of U with
organic functional groups from the NOM and possibly with
inorganic ligands, as well. These findings complement the
results of XAS analyses that also suggest that the binding
between U and NOM decreased in reacted solids. The
concentration of U in solution may depend on the co-
precipitation of humic substances and the solubility of other U-
bearing phases as a function of pH as suggested by other
studies.””" Specific mechanisms causing changes in the
concentration of soluble U as a function of pH require further
investigation in the context of the complex mineralogy of the
Jackpile Mine.

B ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

The main findings of our study indicate that phenolic and
carbonyl functional groups are more abundant in the NOM
from the Jackpile Mine mineralized deposit samples and show
detectable changes on the XPS C 1s spectra after batch
extraction at pH 13, 7, and 2. Contrary to what is expected in
NOM,**¢° carboxylic functional groups were the least
abundant. Limited changes in the XPS C 1s peaks character-
istic of the carboxylic groups were observed as a function of the
pH conditions tested in this study. A unique finding of our
study is that U(IV) was identified in unreacted solids, exposed
to surface oxidizing conditions for several decades, as well as in
reacted solids and in the supernatant collected from the batch
reaction experiments conducted under oxidizing conditions. In
addition to detecting U(IV) in supernatants from batch
experiments at pH 13, 7, and 2, we observed noticeable
differences in photoelectron peak intensities corresponding to
phenolic and carbonyl functional groups in comparison to
those for carboxylic functional groups. The organic functional
groups in these mineralized deposit samples from the Jackpile
Mine could affect the redox, complexation, and precipitation
chemistry of U. These chemical reactions could be relevant to
the mobilization of the dissolved, colloidal, and particulate
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forms of U(IV) and U(VI) as shown in other studies.”*”° For
instance, a recent investigation found a high concentration of
U(VI) in organic-rich layers as monodentate complexes bound
to carboxyl and phosphoryl groups of humic substances above
a wetland redox boundary and the complexation of U(IV) by
NOM under reducing conditions.”" Understanding changes in
organic functional chemistry at pH 7 and 2 is environmentally
relevant due to their influence on chemical reactions that could
impact U mobility and transport from the Jackpile Mine to
surface waters and plants."*® For example, circumneutral pH
conditions are characteristic of surface waters adjacent to the
Jackpile Mine, while a lower pH is commonly observed in sites
affected by acid mine drainage."*>*’ Future research is
necessary to identify specific mechanisms through which
functional groups from the NOM found in our study control U
reactivity at sites with complex mineralogy such as the Jackpile
Mine, particularly the influence of NOM on U(IV)
stabilization under oxic conditions. This information is
essential for the development of risk assessment and
remediation strategies at this site and other organic-rich
uranium mineral deposits. These findings identify the need for
further investigations related to the influence of organic
functional groups on heavy metal transport and reactivity.
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