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ABSTRACT: The extent of participation of side-chain functionalities during the
1,5,7-triazabicyclo[5.4.0]dec-5-ene (TBD) organobase-catalyzed ring-opening poly-
merizations (ROP) of six-membered cyclic D-glucose-based carbonates was found to
result in significantly different regiochemical outcomes. High regioselectivity was
observed for naturally derived poly(4,6-D-glucose carbonate)s (PGCs) containing
carbonate side chain substituents in the 2- and 3-positions, whereas regioirregularity
was found for analogous PGCs with ether side-chain substituents. The backbone
connectivities and structural details of these PGCs were examined through a
combination of comprehensive 1D and 2D NMR studies on unimers and dimers,
verifying the ring-opening preferences and indicating the contribution of side-chain
functionalities in regioselective ROP processes. A molecular understanding of the
curious role of side-chain functionalities was demonstrated via density functional
theory calculations, revealing stabilization effects of intermolecular hydrogen bonding
between the side-chain functionalities and TBD in the transition states. Overall, this work provides fundamental insights into the
organocatalytic ROP of these specific six-membered asymmetric cyclic glucose carbonates. More importantly, these findings serve as
a foundation for future design strategies that incorporate adjacent functionalities within monomers to act as directing groups and
impart molecular interactions that define regiochemical ring-opening.

■ INTRODUCTION

Renewable sugar-based polymers have gained significant
attention from chemists and from the broader community,
due to their sustainability, structural diversity, potential for
degradability, and as alternatives to petrochemicals for
commercial applications.1−3 There have been numerous studies
on the development of sugar-based polymers over the past
decades, which have often been devoted to the exploration of
diversified monomer structures, the incorporation of function-
ality, the expansion of polymerization methods, and the
utilization in various practical applications.4−9 Among others,
glucose is of great interest, owing to its natural abundancy and
high degree of functionality for tailoring of physicochemical and
mechanical properties. A primary strategy for the construction of
well-defined glucose-based polycarbonates has involved con-
trolled ROPs.10 The guanidine organocatalyst, TBD, has been
applied widely for the ROP for a variety of cyclic monomers in
the presence of alcohol or amine initiators, while exerting high
reactivity and excellent control of polymer molar mass and
dispersity.11−19 More recently, regioselectivity has been
observed using TBD during the ring-opening of cyclic
carbonates and sugar-based fused-cyclic monomers.20,21 Despite
the importance of regiochemistry in directing synthesis,
regulating properties, and thereby affecting polymer perform-
ance and applications, studies have seldom focused on revealing

the regiochemical structures of the complex glucose-based
polymers.
Several studies have probed the regiochemistry during ring-

opening reactions of cyclic molecules. Kleij and co-workers
achieved the regioselective ring-opening aminolysis of sub-
stituted five-membered cyclic carbonates by using TBD as the
catalyst.21 Uryu and co-workers studied the polymerization of
3,5-anhydro-1,2-O-isopropylidene-α-D-xylofuranose in which a
regioregular [3→5]-2,3-O-isopropylidene-α-D-xylofuranan pol-
yether was afforded under various polymerization conditions
with a number of Lewis acids, anionic and coordination
catalysts.22 More recently, Buchard and co-workers reported
the ring-opening of D-mannose-based 4,6- cyclic carbonate to
proceed in a regioselective tail-to-head (T−H) direction, as was
confirmed through a joint experimental and computational
approach.20 Aside from a few special cases of regioselective ring-
opening reactions, the formation of regioirregular polymers is
quite common. For instance, Gross and co-workers reported a
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polycarbonate having head-to-head (H−H), head-to-tail (H−
T), and tail-to-tail (T−T) backbone linkages in a statistical 1:2:1
ratio from the ROP of a D-xylofuranose-based six-membered
cyclic carbonate catalyzed by yttrium(III) tris(isopropoxide).23

Within the past decade, we have experimentally observed
inconsistencies in the regioregularity/regioirregularity of PGCs
derived from the ROP of 4,6- six-membered cyclic carbonate
monomers.24−26 Regioirregular PGCs were observed having
statistical H−H, H−T, and T−T repeat unit connectivities from
methoxy-protected glucose carbonate monomers,24 whereas
highly regioregular polymers were identified from glucose
carbonates with ethyl- and propargyl-carbonate side chains
(Scheme 1).25 In Mikami et al.,24 we reported the regiorandom
nature of methoxy-protected glucose-derived polycarbonates
from TBD-catalyzed ROP of a six-membered 4,6-cyclic
asymmetric carbonate, as indicated by multiple resonance
frequencies attributed to the H−H, H−T, and T−T species in
13C NMR spectra and confirmed by tandem MS analyses using
electron transfer dissociation (ETD). In contrast, later
works25,26 indicated the preparation of regioregular PGCs
with different alkyl-carbonate protecting groups on the 2- and 3-
positions of the glucose carbonate, and the regioregularity
persisted regardless of the side chain structures. Understanding
these differential regiochemistries during the ROP of D-glucose-
based cyclic carbonate monomers having ether vs carbonate side
chain functionalities, presented an exciting challenge. More
importantly, understanding the regioselectivity and exploring
the mechanistic origins are of vital importance for organic-
catalytic polymerizations, which would allow for control over
polymer chain connectivity and resulting polymer materials
properties broadly.
To explore the origin that dictated the regiochemistry and

achieve a deep understanding of the TBD-catalyzed ROP
process, therefore, herein we report results from investigations
during the early stages of polymerization through structural
characterization of glucose carbonate unimers and dimers with

carbonate or ether side-chain functionalities. Building upon our
previous report of the synthesis and isolation of discrete
oligomers,26 full characterization of these compounds was
conducted to reveal the detailed structures. Density functional
theory (DFT) calculations were also applied to probe the origin
of the regioselectivity.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Structures of Discrete Unimers and Dimers with
Carbonate Side Chains. Recently, we have investigated the
ROP of a broad range of D-glucose carbonate monomers with
varied alkyloxycarbonyl side chains; high regioselectivity
persisted regardless of the length and branch/bulkiness of the
side chain.25,26 The polymer regioregularity was evidenced by
only one sharp peak corresponding to the polymer backbone
carbonate CO resonating at 153.6−153.9 ppm in the 13C
NMR spectra of the PGCs. In accordance with the 13C NMR
analysis, well-defined splitting patterns for the glucose monomer
repeat unit protons of the side chain carbonate-protected PGCs
in their 1H NMR spectra contrasted with typical broad peaks for
regioirregular polymers, as was observed for side chain ether-
protected PGCs. To agree with both the 13C and 1H NMR
observations, possible regioisomeric forms of highly regioregular
PGC can be either 4-to-6 (H−T) or 6-to-4 (T−H) linkages.
Either linkage would lead to regioregularity of the resulting
polymers, but were indiscernible from the polymer 1D NMR
spectra. However, further structural elucidation of the polymers
directly, including homonuclear and heteronuclear 2D NMR
techniques, was impeded by the structural and resulting
spectroscopic complexities. To reveal the regioselectivity during
initiation and propagation steps, the structures of unimers and
dimers were examined. Therefore, TBD-catalyzed ring-opening
reactions of D-glucose-based cyclic carbonates were conducted
in CH2Cl2 at −78 °C in the presence of 0.3−0.5 equivalences of
4-methylbenzyl alcohol (4-MeBnOH) to limit chain growth.
Oligomeric samples A1, A2 (derived from methyl-2,3-O-2-

Scheme 1. ROP of Glucose Carbonate Monomers with Carbonate vs Ether Side Chains, Selectively, Yielding Regioregular and
Regioirregular/Regiorandom Polymers, Respectively
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ethylhexyloxycarbonyl-4,6-O-carbonyl-α-D-glucopyranoside
[GC(EHC2)]), B1 and B2 (derived from methyl-2,3-O-
neopentyloxycarbonyl-4,6-O-carbonyl-α-D-glucopyranoside
[GC(neoPC2)]) (Figure 1) were prepared, followed by

fractionation using preparative size exclusion chromatography
(SEC) to isolate sufficient quantities of unimeric and dimeric
structures for detailed NMR analyses.
Homonuclear correlation spectroscopy (COSY; Figures 2a

and S1), 1H−13C heteronuclear single quantum correlation
(HSQC; Figure S2), and 1H−13C heteronuclear multiple-bond

correlation (HMBC; Figure 2b) 2D-NMR analyses were
performed to examine the structural details, thereby providing
regioselective preferences of ring-opening reactions during
initiation and propagation. First, each proton of A1was assigned
by combining the results from 1H NMR, COSY, and HSQC.
The unimer structure was found to have the C4 position linked
to a free hydroxyl group, as indicated by the COSY spectrum
showing a cross peak at (3.69, 3.10 ppm), designated to the
coupling of the OH and C-Hd protons, while no cross peak
between Hf and OH was observed. Meanwhile, by HMBC, the
presence of a critical 3JCH coupling between the backbone
carbonyl carbon and the protons on C6 (CHf),

3JX‑f at 155.45,
4.43 ppm, suggested the C−O6 bond was retained (Figure 2b).
The absence of JCH between the Hd proton with any carbonyl
carbon in the HSQC spectrum further verified the cleavage of
the C−O4 bond. The absence of correlation between the
alcohol proton (3.06 ppm) and any carbon in HSQC (Figure
S2) gave the same conclusion. These combined results
suggested that the initiation reaction of the ring-opening
polymerization with 4-MeBnOH was favorable with cleavage
occurring at the C−O4 position, yielding a secondary alcohol on
the C4 position as the active chain-end for the following
propagation process.
To study whether the same regioselectivity was maintained in

the following propagation step of ROP from the unimer, COSY
(Figures 2c, S3), 1H−13C HSQC (Figure S5), and 1H−13C
HMBC spectra (Figure 2d) of the dimer of GC(EHC2) (A2)
were acquired. Similarly, two sets of proton resonances in the 1H
NMR spectrum that correlated to the first and second repeating

Figure 1. Unimer and dimer structures of 2-ethylhexyl- (A1 and A2,
respectively) and neopentyl- (B1 and B2, respectively) D-glucose
carbonates that were synthesized, isolated by SEC, and determined to
have the particular regiochemistries shown here, from NMR
investigations of the ring-opening directions of monomers with
carbonate-based side chain protecting groups.

Figure 2. COSY and 1H−13C HMBC spectra (400 MHz for 1H) of GC(EHC2) unimer and dimer in CDCl3. (a) COSY and (b) 1H−13C HMBC
spectra of the unimer; (c) COSY and (d) 1H−13C HMBC of the dimer. The peaks labeled with h are attributed to side chain R group.
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units of the D-glucose carbonates were assigned before further
analysis. From HMBC spectroscopy, the presence of a key 3JCH
coupling between the backbone carbonyl carbon of the second
repeating unit (CX2) and the protons on C6 (Hf2) at (154.81,
4.39 ppm), together with the absence of the carbonyl carbon
with the proton on C4 (Hd2, 3.72 ppm), revealed the sustained
C−O6 linkage and occurrence of C−O4 cleavage during
addition of the second repeat unit during the propagation
process. Further evidence of this dimer connection was found by
comparing the chemical shifts of the protons connected to C4
andC6 in both repeating units. The protons onC6 (Hf1 andHf2)
in both repeating units possessed similar downfield chemical
shifts at 4.30 and 4.39 ppm, respectively, indicative of their
connections to the backbone carbonate groups. In contrast,
distinctly different chemical shifts were observed for the C4
protons (Hd1 and Hd2) of the two dimer repeat units, revealing
their varied chemical environments. The more deshielded
resonance of Hd1 (4.90 ppm) was attributed to the connectivity
of C4 in the first repeating unit to a carbonate group. The C4 in
the second repeating unit was found to be attached to a free
hydroxyl group by comparing the chemical shift of Hd2 (3.72
ppm) and Hd (3.69 ppm) of the unimer. Therefore, both of the
unimer and dimer structures exhibited preference in the
formation of backbone carbonate linkages at the less sterically
hindered primary (6-) position, and leaving the secondary
hydroxyl group of the 4-position for subsequent propagation,
affording the regioregular 4-to-6 H−T linkages. When the 2-
ethylhexyl carbonate-substituted side chains of the monomer
were changed to neopentyl carbonate (B1 and B2), the same
regiochemistry was preferred, based on analyses of the
corresponding unimer and dimer structures (Figures S5−
S10). This regioselective ROP process was in agreement with
recent reports by Sopeña et al.21 and Gregory et al.20 in the
synthesis of carbamates and mannose-based polycarbonates,
respectively, where the initiator attacked the cyclic carbonate
carbonyl during the addition step and selectively cleaved the
bond to the more hindered group during the elimination.
Synthesis and Structural Analyses of Regioisomers

with Ether Side Chains. To investigate the roles of steric
hindrance and/or electronic effects in the findings of side chain
carbonate groups mediating regioselective preference of the
ring-opening reactions during initiation and propagation of
alkyloxycarbonyl protected D-glucose carbonates (vide supra), a
parallel study was performed on D-glucose-based carbonate
monomers with ethylhexyl and methyl side chain alkyl
structures, but having ether-linkages at the 2- and 3- positions.
Methyl-2,3-O-2-ethylhexyl-4,6-O-carbonyl-α-D-glucopyrano-
side, a glucose carbonate containing two ethylhexyl ether side
chains [GC(EHE2)], was synthesized using modified proce-
dures from previous reports (Figure S14),24 followed by which
PGC(EHE2) (12.3 kDa, Đ = 1.16) was afforded through ROP
with 4-MeBnOH and TBD at room temperature in a glovebox
(Figure 3). Room temperature was employed for these
reactions, initially, to be in agreement with the previous
polymerization studies. Unfortunately, attempts at conducting
these reactions at−78 °C to be in agreement with the carbonate
side chain monomers led to insolubility challenges. In contrast
to the 13C NMR and 1H NMR spectra of PGCs with carbonate-
side chains, multiple broad peaks in the region of 154.0−155.5
ppm and ill-defined broad resonances in 1H NMR were found
for this analogue PGC with ethylhexyl ether-side chains,
suggesting the existence of a variety of backbone linkages (H−
H, H−T, and T−T) and a regioirregular polymer structure.

Similar oligomer synthesis, isolation and characterization by 1D
and 2D NMR analysis methods that had been employed for
GC(EHC2) and GC(neoPC2) were applied to this GC(EHE2)
to further confirm the regioirregular characteristics, and to
quantitatively probe the regioselectivity preference.
In particular, when the unimer of GC(EHE2) was synthesized

and isolated using preparative SEC, it was found to exist as two
regioisomers, each of which was further separated using
preparative thin-layer chromatography (TLC) and identified
using a combination of 1D and 2D NMR spectroscopic
characterization. Oligomerization was conducted with 4-
MeBnOH and GC(EHE2) at a molar ratio of 1:1, in the
presence of TBD at room temperature in a glovebox. The
reaction was allowed to proceed for 1.5 h prior to being
quenched by the addition of acetic acid. From this oligomeric
mixture, fractionation by preparative SEC allowed for isolation
of a mixture of regioisomeric unimers I and II (Figures 4 and
S12). The quantitative ratio of the two regioisomers was
determined from the 1H NMR spectrum by comparing the
integrations of the signals resonating at 4.82 vs 4.79 ppm and
3.32 vs 3.27 ppm, resulting in a ratio of 1:4 (Figure 4a). These
two unimers having the same molar mass were then separated
using preparative TLC (Figure S16), where each fraction of the
isomeric unimers was identified using high-resolution mass
spectrometry (HRMS) and NMR spectroscopy. HMBC
spectroscopy provided critical information to structurally
distinguish these two isomeric unimers (Figure 4c,d), by
differentiating couplings between the carbonyl carbon and
either Hd or Hf proton(s). Isomer I presented a 3JCH coupling
between the carbonyl signal with the C6 proton (Hf) resonating
at 155.50, 4.40 ppm, supporting the linkage of C−O6. In
contrast, a 3JCH coupling of the carbonyl carbon was observed
with the proton (Hd) on C4 resonating at 155.50, 4.70 ppm for
II, which confirmed the identity of II to be the C−O4 isomer.
Taken together, these results for the two regioisomeric unimers
of GC(EHE2), I and II, indicate that the preference between the
C−O4 and C−O6 cleavage in the ring-opening initiation step
was determined to be 4:1, respectively, again showing a
preference for cleavage of the most sterically hindered group
from the tetrahedral intermediate.

Figure 3. (a) Synthesis of PGC(EHE2); (b) 1H (500MHz) and (c) 13C
NMR (126 MHz) spectra of the polymer in CDCl3 (inset: zoom in
from 156−153 ppm).

Journal of the American Chemical Society pubs.acs.org/JACS Article

https://dx.doi.org/10.1021/jacs.0c05610
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2020, 142, 16974−16981

16977

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/jacs.0c05610?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/jacs.0c05610?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/jacs.0c05610?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/jacs.0c05610?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
pubs.acs.org/JACS?ref=pdf
https://dx.doi.org/10.1021/jacs.0c05610?ref=pdf


For ether side-chain substituted PGCs, differences in polymer
backbone regioirregularity were observed between 2-ethyl-
hexyloxy- and methoxy-substituted PGCs. In study of the ROP
of methyl-2,3-O-methyl-4,6-O-carbonyl-α-D-glucopyranoside
[GC(OMe)], a higher preference for C−O4 cleavage of ca.
92% regioselectivity was found in the initiation step based on the
unimer structure (Figure S22). Surprisingly, this selectivity
diminished in the propagation step when a second repeating unit
was grown, as demonstrated by four distinct carbonyl signals of
ca. 1:1:1:1 ratio, and two sets of signals attributed to aromatic
initiator carbons in the 13C NMR spectrum of GC(OMe)
dimers (Figure S23). Therefore, the regiorandom feature of
PGCs withmethoxy-protecting side-chainsmainly resulted from
the propagation process rather than the initiation step.
Taken together, it was found that both steric and electronic

effects contributed to the selectivity during ring-opening
processes, allowing for tuning the regiochemical outcome of
corresponding polymers through intentional incorporation of
different side-chain functionalities to act as directing groups at
varying extents. For carbonate side chains, regardless of the
spatial size of the alkyl substituents, highly regioselective ROPs
occur, indicating possible interactions between the correspond-
ing side chain carbonyl with the reaction center. In these cases,
carbonate side chains seem to invoke dominating electronic
effects. With ether side chains and the lack of a side chain
carbonyl, the situation is more complicated, with steric effects
being involved to different degrees for initiation and
propagation.
DFT Calculations of the Initiation Step during ROP.

Inspired by the work of Buchard and co-workers,20 we
investigated the initiation step during the ROP of glucose
carbonate with DFT calculations (see computational details in
the SI). In accordance with previous ROP mechanistic
studies,27−30 the initiator and monomer undergo a simultaneous
activation of bifunctional TBD through a hydrogen bonding
mechanism, followed by TBDmigration to activate a C−Obond
of the tetrahedral intermediate and afford the propagating
alcohol chain end (Figure S26). Four different structural
arrangements (paths a−d) of the starting materials were

calculated. For paths a and b, the initiator attacked anti to the
anomeric methoxy group of the monomer, yielding a primary
alcohol chain through C−O6 cleavage (path a), or a secondary
alcohol chain via C−O4 cleavage (path b). Similar mechanisms
were proposed for path c (C−O6 cleavage) and path d (C−O4
cleavage) when the initiator attacked syn to the anomeric
methoxy group. In agreement with experimental results, energy
differences were observed at the second transition states (TS2)
in Figure S27, with the more stable configurations leading to C−
O4 cleavage products, and the less stable ones leading to C−O6
cleavage products. The differences of the Gibbs free energy
barriers found between C−O4 cleavage and C−O6 cleavage
were at least 2.0 kcal/mol, which were sufficient to make a rate
difference over an order of magnitude under the reaction
conditions at −78 °C.
Noteworthy, intermolecular hydrogen bonding was found as

another critical factor contributing to the regioselectivity. In
addition to common N−H···O hydrogen bonding during the
reaction, C−H···O hydrogen bonding was also observed for
TS2-b and TS2-d between the TBD and side-chain carbonyl in
the 3-positions (Figure 5). This C−H···O interaction has been
reported to assist and often control molecular recognition,
supramolecular interactions,31,32 as well as and can play an
important role in stabilizing intermolecular complexes.33,34

During the critical ring-opening C−O4 bond cleavage in TS2-b
and TS2-d, the existence of C7−H7···O7 and C8−H8···O7
hydrogen bonds were demonstrated by the distances of [H···O]
= 2.5−3.2 Å and the angles of C−H···O= 100−140°, whichmay
stabilize the TS complexes and facilitate the ring-opening
activation. This hydrogen bonding would also bring TBD in the
vicinity of 4-position, thus facilitating the N−H activation and
allowing for the selective cleavage of the C−O4 bond, a process
analogous to remote directing groups in transition metal
catalysis and organometallic reagents.35 In contrast, TBD was
far from the side chains when activating C−O6 bonds so that the
C−H···O interactions were not present, leading to less stable
complexes TS2-a and TS2-c (Figure 5). Additionally, the
transition state geometries of TS2-b and TS2-d were structurally

Figure 4. Analysis of the 2-ethylhexyl ether protected unimers of GC(EHE2). (a) 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) spectra of a crude mixture of the
unimeric isomers (unimers I + II, black curve), isomer I (red curve) and isomer II (blue curve). (b) Structures (R = 2-ethylhexyl) and HMBC spectra
of (c) isomer I and (d) isomer II showing cross-peaks of 3JC−H correlations of C-Hf for I, and C-Hd for II, respectively.
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more compact than TS2-a and TS2-c, which might also assist in
stabilizing the transition state.
This hydrogen bonding was not observed in the transition

state geometries when we performed DFT calculations on the
GC(OMe)monomers (Figure S28). The Gibbs free energies for
the two TS2 geometries associated with C−O4 bond cleavage
were also higher without the stabilization from hydrogen
bonding, illustrating the importance of side chain interaction
with TBD in lowering the energy barriers. This hypothesis was
also supported by the experimental result of PGC(EHC2)
prepared using a different monofunctional organobase catalyst
1,8-diazabicyclo[5.4.0]undec-7-ene (DBU) at −78 °C, which
resulted in regioirregular polymers, as demonstrated by the
presentation of multiple carbonyl peaks in the 13C NMR
spectrum (Figure S25).

■ CONCLUSIONS
In summary, we have demonstrated the side-chain-mediated
regioselectivity of the ROP of D-glucose carbonate cyclic
monomers through syntheses and isolation of discrete unimers
and dimers and characterization of their exact structural details
during the initial stages of polymerization. From a compre-
hensive 1D and 2D NMR analyses of the unimers and dimers of
D-glucose carbonate A1, A2, B1, and B2, in combination with
previous observations of distinct peaks in the 13C NMR spectra
of relevant polymers, PGCs with carbonate-side chains were
concluded to be exclusively 4-to-6 H−T backbone linkages
throughout the polymer chains. Further, this analysis approach
was extended for quantitative determination of the regioselec-
tivity during the initiation stages of regioirregular PGCs
containing ether-substituents. By comparing regioisomeric
unimers of glucose carbonates having 2-ethylhexyl ether side

chains, a 4:1 ratio between C−O4 vs C−O6 cleavage products
was observed, in agreement with the regioirregular property of
the polymers. Furthermore, it was found that the ROP of
monomers with methyl ether side chains possessed a
regioselective initiation step but a nonselective propagation
process. Lastly, the regioselectivity of the initiation step was
validated by the DFT calculations, revealing the change in
product distribution was most likely arising from the structural
and energetic difference of the transition states at the C−O
cleavage step occurring with distinct spatial arrangements of
TBD and the intermolecular interaction of C−H···O hydrogen
bonding with the side-chain carbonyl group of the carbonate in
the 3-position. A factor that remains a question is the role of
temperature; the ROP of monomers containing carbonate side
chains was conducted at −78 °C, whereas monomers having
ether side chains required higher (ambient) temperature. In
additional experiments, motivated by comments of referees
during the review of this manuscript, we conducted polymer-
ization of the carbonate monomer GC(EHC2) at room
temperature, and performed 13C NMR analysis on the resulting
polymer. It is noticeable from the 13C NMR spectrum (Figure
S24) that the carbonyl resonance at 153.9 ppm attributed to the
polymer backbone carbonate linkages is broader than those of
the side-chain carbonyl peaks, demonstrating that the polymer
contained a relatively lower backbone regioregularity compared
to the polymer synthesized at −78 °C. This phenomenon is in
agreement with the DFT calculation results, that the smallest
energy barrier between the two regioisomer transition states is
ca. 2.0 kcal/mol at −78 °C, and could be overcome at higher
temperature. However, the finding of regioirregularity for the
ring opening of the carbonate side chain monomer in the
presence of DBU emphasizes the roles that sterics and
electronics play. Overall, this work advanced fundamental
understandings of the polymerization behavior and polymer
regiochemistry of D-glucopyranose-based 4,6-cyclic carbonates.
Even more attractive is the use of monomer side-chain groups to
intentionally enable catalyst-substrate intermolecular interac-
tions and direct the regiochemical outcome of the polymer-
ization. We anticipate that this exploration of reasons behind the
variation of ring-opening preferences in the ROP system will
further the development of the next generation of sugar-based
polymers.
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