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Stochastic Geometry-Based Performance Analysis of Cellular Systems in the
Vicinity of Rotating Radars

Mai Kafafy , Ahmed S. Ibrahim , Member, IEEE, and Mahmoud H. Ismail , Senior Member, IEEE

Abstract— This letter analyzes the performance of a cellular
system that shares spectrum with a nearby rotating radar. The
analysis is based on stochastic geometry and combines oppor-
tunistic with concurrent spectrum sharing. We derive expressions
for the cellular probability of coverage taking into consideration
the radar guard zone and the operating parameters of both the
radar and the cellular system. Results show that allowing eNBs
inside the radar guard zone to operate when not in the radar
beam improves the coverage and service of the cellular system
compared to the case of a strictly silent guard zone.

Index Terms— Spectrum sharing, radar, stochastic geometry,
performance evaluation.

I. INTRODUCTION

SPECTRUM sharing between radars and cellular systems is
a promising solution to relieve the congested RF spectrum.

Nevertheless, it should be regulated in order not to compro-
mise the performance of the primary occupant, the radar in
this case. Spectrum sharing has two models: opportunistic
and concurrent [1]. Opportunistic sharing allows the secondary
system to use the spectrum only when it is not used by the pri-
mary occupant while concurrent sharing allows both systems
to access the spectrum under interference constraints. Different
aspects of coexistence between wireless communication and
radars have been investigated in the literature. For example,
the feasibility of spectrum sharing between radars and LTE
was verified through simulations in [2] and [3]. Reference [2]
considered a single LTE eNodeB (eNB) operating in the
presence of an air traffic control radar, while [3] considered an
LTE system operating in the presence of a rotating shipborne
radar. Furthermore, power control was used in [4]–[6] to
allow spectrum sharing without harming the radar operation.
In addition, [4] considered a simple model of a single eNB
with a single user where the eNB adjusts its transmission
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power based on the antenna direction of a rotating radar
while [5] considered multiple eNBs and a shipborne radar with
a fixed antenna position. It proposed an iterative algorithm
that increments the transmission powers of the eNBs, starting
from the farthest to the radar, until an interference threshold is
violated. However, it did not evaluate the effect of that power
control on the cellular system performance. Similarly, [6]
considered multiple eNBs and a tracking radar with unknown
antenna direction, and the transmission power of a single eNB
was maximized given its distance from the radar. The power
control had constraints on the radar outage and the worst case
communication outage of a cell edge user in the radar beam.
Also, the authors in [7] calculated the minimum guard distance
required to protect a radar from a WiFi system, given the
radiation pattern of its antenna. They considered the cases
when the WiFi access points have full knowledge, partial
knowledge, or no knowledge of the radar antenna direction
and evaluated, through simulations, the WiFi throughput for
those cases. Although [6] and [7] assumed randomly located
eNBs/access points when evaluating the radar performance,
they evaluated the cellular system performance for a single
user at specific location relative to the radar and to its serving
eNB assuming zero inter-eNB interference. The single-cell
approach in [6], [7] suits communication hotspots that expe-
rience low interference and whose users are clustered within
a specific radius. However, evaluating the performance of a
general cellular system in the presence of a radar needs a more
general stochastic framework that captures the uncertainties
in the numbers and locations of both the users and the eNBs
besides the uncertainty in the distance between each user and
its serving eNB.

In this letter, we consider hybrid spectrum sharing such that
eNBs inside the radar guard zone share the radar spectrum only
when not in the radar beam (i.e., spatial opportunistic sharing)
while eNBs outside the guard zone share the radar spectrum
all the time (i.e., concurrent sharing). Our contributions are
summarized as follows:

• To the best of our knowledge, this is the first stochastic
geometry based performance analysis of a cellular system
under hybrid spectrum sharing with a rotating radar. The
analysis is challenging due to the radar rotation and the
presence of a guard zone, which affects the spectrum
sharing pattern of eNBs and the observed radar/cellular
interference. Also, the randomness in the number and
positions of eNBs and users adds uncertainty to the
spectrum sharing model with which a user is served.

• We derive expressions, with closed-form approximations,
for the probability of coverage for the two cases when
spatial opportunistic spectrum sharing is allowed inside
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Fig. 1. A cellular system in the vicinity of a rotating radar with guard zone.

the guard zone and when it is not allowed. This enables us
to derive a closed-form expression for the improvement
in the cellular coverage as a result of allowing spatial
opportunistic spectrum sharing inside the guard zone.

II. SYSTEM MODEL

We consider a radar surrounded by eNBs as shown in Fig. 1.
The eNBs are located randomly in space according to a
Homogeneous Poisson Point Process (HPPP) Φc with density
ζc and they use the radar spectrum as a supplement to their
licensed spectrum (similar to LTE-Unlicensed [8]). The radar
has a guard zone of radius Z and the eNBs inside this zone
should synchronize their transmission with the radar rotation
such that they only share the radar spectrum when outside
the radar beam. This can be done by spectrum sensing or by
monitoring the radar rotation pattern [1], [4]. eNBs outside
the guard zone, however, use the radar spectrum all the time
without synchronization, but subject to constraints on their
total interference. We assume that cellular User Equipment
(UE) are randomly located also according to an HPPP Φu

with density ζu. All eNBs and UEs are assumed to have
omnidirectional antennas and a typical UE is served by its
nearest eNB. An eNB serves its associated users orthogonally
with a downlink power Pc such that there is no intra-cell
interference, but inter-cell interference still exists. Without loss
of generality, we consider a circular region of interest (the
white circle in Fig. 1). The circle center (i.e., the origin) is
the radar position and its radius is the radar range (D).

We also consider a monostatic rotating horizontal search
radar, which uses a Constant False Alarm Rate (CFAR)
detector that keeps the probability of false alarm, denoted
by PFA, fixed by adjusting the detection threshold accord-
ing to the estimated interference [9]. CFAR detectors are
important as radars are usually designed to tolerate certain
PFA since higher false alarm rates overload the radar and
drain its resources. The relation between the average PFA,
the probability of detection PD, and the Signal to Inter-
ference and Noise Ratio (SINR) of a CFAR detector is

PD =
[
1 +

(
P

−1
N

FA − 1
)
/ (1 + SINRr)

]−N

[9], where N is
the number of range bins used to estimate the interference
power. SINRr is the SINR at the radar given as follows [9]

SINRr =
npPtGtGrλ

2σ

(4π)3D4(σ2
n + Ic→r)

, (1)

where Pt, λ, σ and np represent the radar transmission power,
its signal wavelength, the cross section of the target, and the

number of coherently processed pulses, respectively. Also,
σ2

n,r and Ic→r are the thermal noise and downlink cellular
interference powers at the radar, respectively. Finally, Gt and
Gr are the transmit and receive antenna gains where we
assume Gt = Gr = G. The radar antenna is also assumed
to have a perfect radiation pattern such that

G(θ) =

{
Gmax, ΘB − Θ3

2 ≤ θ ≤ ΘB + Θ3
2 ,

0, otherwise,
(2)

where ΘB and Θ3 are the direction of the radar beam and its
beamwidth. Since eNBs inside the guard zone remain silent
when in the radar beam, only eNBs outside the guard zone
contribute to Ic→r as follows

Ic→r

= Eh,Φc

[∑
i∈Φc

hiPcGr(θi)d−α
i

]

a= Pcζc

π∫
θ=−π

Gr(θ)dθ

∞∫
r=Z

rdr

rα
=
PcζcGmaxΘ3Z

2−α

α− 2
. (3)

The variables di, θi, and hi are the distance, the azimuth angle,
and the channel power gain between the radar and eNB i ∈
Φc and α is the pathloss exponent. We assume small scale
Rayleigh fading such that hi ∼ exp(1) are i.i.d. The

a= in (3)
is from Campbell’s theorem [10] and because hi are i.i.d. with
Eh [h] = 1. It is worth mentioning that the interference in (3)
is a worst case interference as we assume all eNBs to be active.

As seen from (1) and (3), the presence of a cellular system
that shares the radar spectrum affects the radar performance
through three parameters: the eNB power Pc, the eNB density
ζc, and the guard zone size Z . The values of Pc, ζc, and Z
should be chosen such that Ic→r is below some threshold Ith.
From (1) and (3), the following constraint should be satisfied

Pcζc
Zα−2

≤ (α− 2)Ith
GmaxΘ3

, Ith =
npPtG

2
maxλ

2σ

(4π)3D4SINRr,th
− σ2

n,r, (4)

where SINRr,th is the SINR required for specific detection
and false alarm probabilities. On the other hand, it is also
important to analyze the performance of the cellular system in
the presence of the radar and under the interference constraint
in (4). To that end, in the next section, we define and
formulate the cellular probability of coverage in terms of the
radar operation parameters, the eNBs operation parameters,
the guard zone size, and the user density.

III. CELLULAR SYSTEM PERFORMANCE

Consider a UE located at distance u from the radar and
r0 from its serving eNB. Due to the radar’s rotation and the
azimuth symmetry of the network, we assume, without loss of
generality, that the UE is located at θ = 0◦. The SINR at the
UE is thus

SINR =
Pch0r

−α
0

σ2
n,c + Ir→u + Ic→u

, (5)

where h0 ∼ exp(1) is the serving eNB-UE channel power
gain, σ2

n,c is the noise power at the UE and Ir→u is the radar

Authorized licensed use limited to: FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY. Downloaded on April 18,2021 at 05:44:43 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 



KAFAFY et al.: STOCHASTIC GEOMETRY-BASED PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS OF CELLULAR SYSTEMS 1393

interference at the UE. From (2), Ir→u is non-zero only when
the UE is in the radar’s beam as follows,

Ir→u = P̄tu
−αGmax, ΘB ∈ [−Θ3/2,Θ3/2] , (6)

where P̄t = PtνTp is the average radar transmit power with
Tp being the transmit pulse duration and ν being the pulse
repetition frequency. In (5), Ic→u = Pc

∑
i∈ΦI

hid
−αi

i is the

downlink cellular interference at the UE, where ΦI is the
set of active interfering eNBs and hi and di are the channel
power gain and distance between the UE and eNB i ∈ ΦI ,
respectively. The probability of coverage is the probability
that the SINR of a typical UE exceeds a threshold γc. The
conditional probability of coverage is

P (SINR ≥ γc|r0, u,ΘB)
a= EΦI ,h

[
P

(
h0 ≥ rα

0 γc

Pc

[
σ2

n,c + Ir→u + Ic→u

])]
b=exp

(
−γcr

α
0

Pc

(
σ2

n,c+Ir→u

))
EΦI ,h

[
exp

(
−γcr

α
0 Ic→u

Pc

)]
,

c= exp
(
−γcr

α
0

Pc

(
σ2

n,c + Ir→u

))
EΦI

⎡
⎣ ∏

i∈ΦI

1

1 + γc

(
r0
di

)α

⎤
⎦

d= exp
(
−γcr

α
0

Pc

(
σ2

n,c + Ir→u

) − ζcP (active) [�1 −�2]
)

(7)

where
a= is by substituting with SINR from (5),

b= is because
h0 ∼ exp(1), c= is from substituting with Ic→u and knowing

that hi ∼ exp(1) are i.i.d.,
d= is from the Probability Generat-

ing Functional (PGFL) of the HPPP [10] and P (active) =

1 −
(
1 + ζu

3.5ζc

)−3.5

is the probability of the eNB being
active [11]. In (7), �1 is the integration over all the interfering
eNBs given by [10]

�1 =

∞∫
r=r0

π∫
θ=−π

γcr

γc +
(

r
r0

)α drdθ =

∞∫
r=r0

2πγcr

γc +
(

r
r0

)α dr. (8)

Unlike regular cellular systems, the eNBs inside the radar
guard zone remain silent when in the radar beam, so these
need to be excluded from the set ΦI through the subtraction
of the term �2 in (7) as follows

�2 =
∫∫

γcr

γc +
(√

r2+u2−2ru cos(θ)

r0

)α drdθ. (9)

The integration in (9) is over the grey region in Fig. 2(a)
(i.e., the silent part of the guard zone), which is defined by
the constraints 0 ≤ r ≤ Z and ΘB − Θ3/2 ≤ Θ ≤ ΘB +
Θ3/2 besides the constraint

√
r2 + u2 − 2ru cos(θ) ≥ r0 as

interfering eNBs should be farther from the serving eNB of
the UE. Also, unlike regular cellular networks, the probability
of coverage at position u is affected by whether a UE at this
position is served by an eNB inside or outside the guard zone.
Specifically, if the UE is served by an eNB inside the guard
zone, the eNB will go silent every time the radar beam passes
through it. From Fig. 2(b), the probability that a UE at u is
served by an eNB inside the radar guard zone given r0

Fig. 2. (a) Subtracting the interference of silent eNBs in the grey region,
(b) A UE at u can be served by an eNB inside or outside the radar guard
zone.

is

P (in|u, r0)

=

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

1(u < Z), 0 ≤ r0 ≤ |u− Z|,
1
π cos−1

(
u2+r2

0−Z2

2ur0

)
, |u− Z| ≤ r0 ≤ u+ Z,

0, r0 ≥ u+ Z,

(10)

where 1(u < Z) is 1 if u < Z and 0 otherwise. To show
the effect of the eNB density on the probability that a UE at
u is served by an eNB inside the guard zone, we calculate
P (in|u) by averaging (10) over r0 whose Probability Density
Function (PDF) is fr0(r0) = 2πζcr0 exp(−ζcπr20) [10]. Using
the approximation cos−1(x) ≈ π/2 − x yields

P (in|u) ≈ β(u+ Z) − β(|u − Z|)
+(1 − e−πζc(Z−u)2)1(u < Z), (11)

where β(x) = e−πζcx2

2

(
x

πu − 1
) − 1

2uerf
(
x
√
πζc

) ×[
1

2π
√

ζc
+
√
ζc(u2 − Z2)

]
. Since the radar antenna rotates

periodically and the UEs positions follow an HPPP then the
PDFs of ΘB and u are fΘB (ΘB) = 1

2π ,ΘB ∈ [−π, π] and
fu(u) = 2u

D2 , u ∈ [0, D], respectively. Now, the probability
of coverage can be obtained by combining (7) and (10) and
averaging over r0, ΘB and u using their PDFs as follows

P (coverage)

=
2ζc
D2

D∫
u=0

u

∞∫
r0=0

r0 exp
(
−ζc

(
πr20 + P (active)�1

)

−γcr
α
0 σ

2
n,c

Pc

)[∫
ΘB /∈[−Θ3

2 ,
Θ3
2 ]

exp (ζcP (active)�2) dΘB

+(1 − P (in|u, r0))∫
ΘB∈[

Θ3
2 ,

Θ3
2 ]

exp
(
−γcr

α
0 P̄tu

−αGmax

Pc
+ ζcP (active)�2

)
dΘB

]

×dr0du. (12)

The integral on the second line handles the case when the
UE (and presumably its serving eNB) are not in the radar
beam (i.e., Gt(0) = 0) while that on the third line handles
the case when the UE and its eNB are in the radar beam (i.e.,
Gt(0) = Gmax). In the latter case, the UE will be served on
the radar spectrum only if its serving eNB lies outside the
guard zone, which accounts for the factor (1 − P (in|u, r0)).
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If spectrum sharing is not allowed inside the guard zone,
all eNBs inside the guard zone will be silent all the time
regardless of their relative position to the radar beam. This
means that the two integrals over ΘB in (12) would be
multiplied by (1− P (in|u, r0)) to reflect the fact that the UE
will be served only if it is associated to an eNB outside the
guard zone as follows

P (coverage|silent)

=
2ζc
D2

D∫
u=0

u

∞∫
r0=0

r0 exp
(
−ζc

(
πr20

+P (active)�1

)
− γcr

α
0 σ

2
n,c

Pc

)
(1−P (in|u, r0))

[ ∫
ΘB /∈[−Θ3

2 ,
Θ3
2 ]

exp (ζcP (active)�2) dΘB +
∫

ΘB∈[
Θ3
2 ,

Θ3
2 ]

exp
(
ζcP (active)�2

−γcr
α
0 P̄tu

−αGmax

Pc
+

)
dΘB

]
dr0du. (13)

It is worth mentioning that �2 in (13) is the same as �2 in (9),
but the integration over θ is from −π to π because all eNBs
inside the guard zone are now assumed silent. Clearly, (12)
and (13) are complicated to evaluate, hence, in the following
theorem, we find alternative closed form approximations for
them under some simplifying assumptions.

Theorem 1: The probabilities of coverage in (12) and (13)
have the following closed forms

P (coverage) ≈ ζc(2π − Θ3)
2
√

2b+ a2
+ ψ, (14a)

P (coverage|silent) ≈ ζc(2π − Θ3)
2
√

2b+ a2

(
1 − Z2

D2

)
+ ψ, (14b)

where a = ζcπ(1 + P (active)
√
γc tan−1 √γc), b = γcσ2

n,c

Pc
,

ψ =
ζcΘ3

�√
D4(2b+a2)+2c−

√
Z4(2b+a2)+2c

�

2D2(2b+a2) and c = γcP̄tGmax

Pc

in the special case that α = 4 and under the following
assumptions: 1) ζc is high enough such that P (in|u, r0) ≈ 1
if u < Z and 0 otherwise and 2) The reduction in the
interference observed by the UE due to the silent eNBs inside
the radar beam is neglected (i.e., �2 ≈ 0).

Proof: From [10], �1 = πr20
√
γc tan−1(

√
γc). Sub-

stituting in (12) using the above assumptions yields

P (coverage)

=
2ζc
D2

D∫
u=0

∫ ∞

r0=0

ur0 exp
(
−ζcπr20

(
1

+P (active)
√
γc tan−1(

√
γc)

)
− γcσ

2
n,c

Pc
r40

)[
(2π − Θ3)

+1(u ≥ Z)Θ3 exp
(
−γcP̄tGmax

Pcu4
r40

)]
dr0du. (15)

The above equation can be rewritten as T1 + T2, where T1 is

T1 = (2π − Θ3)
2ζc
D2

D∫
u=0

udu

∫ ∞

r0=0

r0 exp(−ar20 − br40)dr0

a= ζc(2π − Θ3)
1

2
√

2b+ a2
, (16)

Fig. 3. The probability of being served by an eNB inside the radar guard
zone versus the UE position for different eNB densities (at Θ3 = 90◦).

where
a= follows from executing the integral and using the

approximation Q(x) ≈ 1√
2π

exp(−x2/2)√
1+x2 and the term T2 is

T2 =

D∫
u=Z

∫ ∞

r0=0

2ζcΘ3ur0
D2

exp
(
−ar20 − (

b+cu−4
)
r40

)
dr0du

a=
ζcΘ3

[√
D4(2b+a2)+2c− √

Z4(2b+a2)+2c
]

2D2(2b+a2)
, (17)

where
a= follows from the integration over r0 using the same

approach in (16). Equation (14b) can be proved by applying
the same mathematical approach on (13) �

In the next section, we will show that the closed form
expressions obtained above are almost indistinguishable from
the cumbersome exact ones. Finally, one can quantify the
improvement in coverage due to opportunistic sharing inside
the guard zone by subtracting (14b) from (14a) and substitut-
ing with Z from (4) to yield

coverage improvement ≈ PcGmaxζ
2
c Θ3(2π − Θ3)

4D2Ith
√

2b+ a2
. (18)

IV. NUMERICAL AND SIMULATION RESULTS

Figure 3 shows the probability that a UE at u is served by
an eNB inside the guard zone for different eNB densities,
ζc. All figures are generated using the simulation parame-
ters in Table I [12]. The exact probability is calculated by
averaging (10) over r0, while its approximation is calculated
from (11). The vertical dashed lines mark the guard zone
radius Z calculated using (4) for each ζc at Θ3 = 90◦.
As shown in the figure, a denser eNB deployment requires
a wider guard zone. At low ζc, only few eNBs lie inside the
guard zone, so the chances of being served by an eNB inside
the guard zone is low even for UEs located inside the guard
zone. As ζc increases, the probability that a UE inside (outside)
the guard zone be served by an eNB inside (outside) the guard
zone increases. However, there still exists an uncertainty for
UEs at the edge of the guard zone. This uncertainty decreases
as ζc increases.

Figure 4 sketches the cellular probability of coverage vs. the
radar beamwidth on the bottom x-axis (with ζc =1.27 Km−2).
The top axis shows the guard zone radius calculated from (4)
for each beamwidth. The figure considers the two cases when
spatial opportunistic spectrum sharing is allowed inside the
guard zone, and when it is not allowed inside the guard
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TABLE I

SIMULATION PARAMETERS

Fig. 4. The probability of coverage versus the radar beamwidth for hybrid
sharing and strictly silent guard zones (with ζc =1.27 km−2).

Fig. 5. The probability of coverage versus the ratio between the eNBs to UE
densities for hybrid sharing and strictly silent guard zones (at Θ3 = 90◦).

zone. The theoretical probabilities of coverage for the two
cases are obtained from (12), (13) and the approximate
ones from (14a), (14b). Clearly, the probability of coverage
decreases as Θ3 increases since the guard zone gets bigger,
more eNBs in the guard zone lie inside the radar beam, and
the radar interference affects wider spatial sections outside the
guard zone. The figure also shows that allowing opportunistic
sharing in the guard zone generally improves the probabilities

of coverage. However, the improvement is small at Θ3 = 30◦

due to the small size of the guard zone and it is also small
at Θ3 = 330◦ because the eNBs inside the guard zone are
silent most of the time due to the wide radar beamwidth.
Also, the two cases have the same performance at Θ3 = 360◦

because, in both cases, eNBs inside the guard zone are silent
as they are always inside the radar beam. The effect of Θ3 on
the coverage gain can also be verified from (18). Similarly,
Fig. 5 sketches the probability of coverage versus the ratio of
the eNBs to UE densities at Θ3 = 90◦. Clearly, increasing
ζc improves the probability of coverage as the UEs get closer
to their serving eNBs. Also, allowing opportunistic sharing in
the guard zone improves the coverage at high ζc, which can
be verified from (18) as more eNBs in the guard zone can use
the radar spectrum. Finally, Figs. 4 and 5 confirm the accuracy
of the proposed closed form approximations as well.

V. CONCLUSION

This letter presented a stochastic geometry based analysis of
the performance of a cellular system sharing spectrum with a
rotating radar. Results showed the benefits of allowing spatial
opportunistic spectrum sharing compared to a strictly silent
guard zone. The analysis could be extended to include the
effect of imperfect radar radiation pattern and imperfect syn-
chronization between eNBs transmission and radar rotation.
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