
Digital Defect Based Built-in Self-Test for Low
Dropout Voltage Regulators

Mehmet Ince and Sule Ozev
School of Electrical, Computer, and Energy Engineering Arizona State University

Abstract—With the increasing complexity of electronic compo-
nents in critical applications, pressure on single components to
have zero defects is also increasing. Thus there is a need to explore
built-in self-test and other non-traditional test techniques for
mixed-signal circuits, such as data converters, phase locked loops
and power converters. In this paper, we present an extremely
low cost, digital built-in self-test methodology for Low Drop-
out Regulators (LDO), specifically used for defect detection. The
technique relies on perturbing the LDO loop at the reference
voltage input via pseudo random binary sequence which has
white noise characteristics and cross correlating the output
of LDO with input excitation using only digital circuits, thus
inducing low power and area overhead. The built-in self-test
technique together with an LDO is designed using 65nm TMSC
technology. Transistor level structural fault simulations display
that all inserted faults can be detected even if they do not change
the DC level of the LDO output.

I. INTRODUCTION

Pseudo Random Binary Sequence (PRBS) based cross-
correlation ideally can be used in any circuit architecture
which can be modelled as a Linear Time Invariant (LTI)
system [1]. However, PRBS-based BIST has generally been
used in switched mode coverters due to the already digital
nature of the designs

Applying cross correlation based system identification
method for LDOs is more challenging since unlike switch-
mode DC-DC converters, LDOs are in continuous time do-
main. In [2], a BIST method based on cross-correlation is
implemented for LDOs to measure their phase margin from
impulse response. In [2], the continuous LDO output is
integrated and cross-correlated in the analog domain using
an analog multiplier. Then, the integrated signal is sampled
and converter into the digital domain via an ADC to obtain
the final output. While this technique enables very accurate
characterization of the LDO phase margin, it requires extensive
analog circuit design expertise and is not easily portable
to new designs. Moreover extensive use of analog circuits
makes the technique not scalable. Recently, a fully digital
BIST technique using PRBS based cross correlation is applied
to PLLs [3] which alleviates the problems posed by analog
implementation. However, PLLs contain digital signals that
can be directly manipulated to obtain the cross-correlation and
therefore the design process presented in [3] is not directly
applicable to LDOs since all the signals in their loop are still
in the analog domain. In this paper, we propose an all-digital
cross-correlation based system identification method for defect
based testing of LDOs. The proposed defect-oriented LDO
BIST technique utilizes the PRBS injection at one location
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and cross-correlation with the output response in the digital
domain without breaking the LDO loop. The proposed method
presents with numerous advantages over previously proposed
methods in terms of scalability, design re-use, fully digital
output, and extremely low area overhead.

II. PROPOSED METHOD

The proposed BIST technique is based on exciting the loop
of LDO at the reference voltage input with a small magnitude,
digital white noise surrogate and observing the response at the
output [2], [4]. The excitation signal is a digital PRBS, which
is chosen because of its white noise-like characteristics. The
use of PRBS allows us to capture the impulse response and
also loop transfer function within the bandwidth of the PRBS,
namely fPRBS/2, where fPRBS is the bit rate of the PRBS
stream. By adjusting the bit rate, we can observe as large or
small frequency slice as needed.

The main concept of using this method for defect-based
testing is that any particular defect in the loop will alter the
response of the block it is in and eventually the loop transfer
function of the LDO. Loop responses can be calculated be-
tween random two nodes in a closed loop system. Since block
responses change with the defects regardless of the nodes
selected for the calculation, defect will alter the measured loop
response.

When Vref of LDO is modulated by PRBS, the output
will swing on top of the set DC value. Cross-correlation of
this small AC voltage swing with the PRBS will yield the
impulse response of the LDO loop. For cross-correlation, we
propose converting this small AC signal to a 1-bit digital
signal and observe it for a long PRBS sequence. While the
information content for each PRBS bit will be small, it will
accumulate over time via the cross-correlation and will provide
comparably accurate results to executing cross-correlation in
the analog domain.

Analog correlation requires integration of the AC swing
at the output node. To accumulate the AC signal, the DC
component needs to be removed via a high pass filter with
a very low cut-off frequency. The accumulated signal needs
to be converted to the digital domain after the correlation,
which requires an ADC with a much higher resolution. In
[2] for example, an 8 bit ADC is used. The problem with
high resolution requirement can be solved by converting the
output swing to the digital domain for a longer observation
duration. Thus, a 1-bit ADC (simple comparator) can capture
the information at the output. This process is similar to how
a random sequence with a 1-bit resolution (PRBS) has the
properties of a white noise.
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Figure1:BlockdiagramofproposedLDOBISTarchitecture

Figure2:TransferFunctioncomparisonbetweenACanalysis
inSpiceandBIST

Therefore,theproposedBISTsystemfortheLDOusingthe
PRBS-basedcross-correlationconceptisshowninFigure1.
Insummary,thevoltagereferenceattheinputoftheLDOis
modulatedwithaPRBSsignal.Then,theoutputACswingis
convertedtoa1-bitdigitalsequencewhichiscross-correlated
withthedelayedversionofthePRBSinthedigitaldomain.
ThenodeBISToutinFigure1representssamplesofthe
impulseresponseasdigitalsignals.

III.EXPERIMENTALRESULTS

InordertoevalautetheproposeddefectbaseddigitalBIST,
anLDOtogetherwiththeproposedBISTcircuit(Figure1)are
designedusingthe65nmTSMCtechnology.Wefirstcompare
thetransferfunctionobtainedthroughtheBISTwiththeone
obtainedthroughspicesimulation.ThePRBSlengthinthis
designis12bitsandPRBSfrequencyis4MHz.ThePRBS
patternisinjectedthroughthereferencevoltagenodeofthe
LDOandtheimpulseresponseisobtainedviathedigitalcross
correlationmethodasexplainedintheprevioussections.
InFigure2,thetransferfunctionobtainedfromtheproposed
methodiscomparedagainsttheoneobtainedthroughSpice
simulation.TheBISTresultisinverygoodagreementwith
ACanalysisinSpice.Inthisfigure,mostimportantparameters
arepeakingmagnitudeandmaximumpeakfrequency.These
arerelativemeasurements,meaningneitherthemagnitudeof
thePRBSnortheoutputaffecttheseparameters.Thus,wecan
usetheseparametersasbasisforcomparisoninordertodetect
defects.Whenthesystemisover-dampedforsomeoftheload
conditions,peakinginthemagnitudecannotbeobserved.In
thiscase,wecandefineandusethecut-offfrequencyasa
parametericmeasurementtodetectdefects.
Cornerresponsesofthedefectfreecircuitissettobe
conservativelimitsforfaultdetection.InTableI,wecompare
theresultsfromtheBISTmethodtocornersimulationsof
SPICEcircuit. Weobservethatevenatprocesscorners,the

BISTresultsareingoodagreementwithSpicesimulations.
Itshouldbenotedthatfordefectdetection,thisneednotbe
theconditionastheBISTresultsfromthecornerwouldbe
takenasreferenceforpass/faillimitsetting.However,this
closeagreementbetweenthefunctionaltransferfunctionand
thetransferfunctionobtainedfromtheBISTcircuitbuilds
confidencethattheBISTmethodcanindeeddetectdefects
thatalterthesystemtransferfunction.

TableI:Transferfunctionforprocesscorners

fcutoff(KHz) wp(KHz) M (dB)

SpiceSS 244 365 2.3
SpiceFF 187 216 1.45
BISTSS 251 345 1.71
BISTFF 192 198 1.07

Next,weinsertstructuralfaultsintotheLDOconsisting
ofopenandshortsforalltransistors(includingD-Sshort,
D-Gshort,G-Sshort,Dopen,Gopen,andSopen),as
wellasresistorsandcapacitors[3],[5].Fortheshorts,a
smallresistorof1 1KΩandfortheopens,500K 10MΩ
resistorsareutilized.Therearetotal102faults.However,as
expected,themajorityofthesefaultsarecatastrophic,meaning
theycausescompletefailureoftheLDOoperation,whichis
straightforwardtodetectbyanymeansoftesting.Thereare
alsohard-to-detectfaults,whicharedefinedasfaultsthatshift
theLDOoperationmarginallyanddonotcauseacomplete
failureoftheLDOfunctionality.Wehaveidentified24defects
whereLDOloopcontinuestowork;for12ofthesefaults,the
DCvalueattheoutputdoesnotchangeatall,whichmeans
thatthesefaultscannotbedetectedbytheDCmeasurement
oftheLDOoutput.Ontheotherhand,theproposedBIST
methodologycandetecteveryoneofthetheseinsertedfaults
makingthefaultcoverage%100fortheLDOwiththegiven
faultmodels.
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