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1. Introduction

An ultrathin planar electromagnetic (EM)
device that can achieve multiple fun
ctionalities is of particular interest in
compact optics and imaging systems.
Metasurfaces,[1–4] as 2D analogues of meta-
materials, have offered great potential to
manipulate EM wavefronts through the
introduction of abrupt changes in
amplitude, phase, and/or polarization at a
thin interface.[1,5–7] In the past decade,
metasurface-based devices or meta-devices
have attracted great attention, ranging from
metalenses,[8–10] cloaking,[11,12] vortex
beam generators,[4,13,14] hologram,[7,15–23]

to nonlinear response.[3,24,25] However,
due to the dispersive nature, metasurfaces
usually work at one single-frequency band,
i.e., achieving the similar functionality
within a frequency band with distorted per-
formances at frequencies other than the

preset one.[19,26–30] Therefore, multibandmetasurfaces are highly
desirable to enrich the functional versatility of meta-devices,
which is also beneficial for improving the information capacity.
Intuitively, integrating two or more resonators into a supercell to
form an interleaved metasurface or stacking multilayer metasur-
faces is widely adopted to construct multiband metasurfa-
ces,[20,26,31–35] which could lead to low efficiency due to the
reduced number of the active resonators for each frequency or
the increased fabrication complexities. Moreover, the period of
the supercell might be greater than one-half wavelength at some
frequency range, which could lead to higher order diffractions or
lower imaging resolutions. Therefore, a multiband metasurface
design strategy based on single-cell meta-atoms would be favored
and more effective.

Very recently, a few multiband single-cell metasurface designs
have been proposed, which include reflective dual-/tri/quad-
bandmetallic meta-devices with the linear polarization and trans-
missive dual-/tri-band metallic meta-devices with the circular
polarization.[17,30,36–41] Nevertheless, designing single-cell multi-
band metasurfaces at multiple closely separated frequencies
remains challenging because of the mutual coupling among
the constructing resonators due to the small footprint within
the subwavelength meta-atom. In addition, most of the reported
multiband metasurfaces consider only phase modulation.
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Achieving multitasking wavefront manipulations at multiple frequencies within a
planar meta-device is pivotal for increasing data density and functionality
diversity yet still challenging in integrated devices. Considering both high effi-
ciency and compactness, herein, a high-efficiency reflective metasurface based
on single-cell meta-atoms with independent complex-amplitude modulations at
three distinct frequencies under the circularly polarized incidence is demon-
strated, which can facilitate the formation of three mutually orthogonal channels
with three distinctive functionalities. As a proof-of-concept demonstration, a tri-
channel metasurface is designed and verified through both numerical simulation
and experiment, where channels 1, 2, and 3 implement a dual-vortex-beam
generator, a quad-focus metalens, and a meta-hologram at three different fre-
quencies, respectively. The simulated results and the measured results have very
good agreements, validating the proposed tri-band single-cell metasurface design
strategy. The proposed method can open new opportunities to improve the
information density and has promising prospects in image displays, commu-
nication systems, and optical storage.
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However, simultaneous amplitude and phase modulations are
highly desirable because more advanced wavefront manipula-
tions can be enabled by introducing the independent amplitude
modulations in addition to the phase modulations,[15,17,29,42] e.g.,
better holographic images and airy beams.

In this work, we demonstrate a high-efficiency tri-channel
reflective metasurface with independent 2π phase modulation
and 1-bit amplitudemodulation at three distinct frequencies based
on a novel single-cell tri-band meta-atom, which consists of a
metallic top layer and a ground plane separated by a substrate
spacer. The metallic top layer is perforated with two modified
double-C-slot resonators (MDCSRs) and a slotted loop, where a
double-C-shaped split-ring resonator (DCSRR) is located, thus,
the meta-atom is composed of three alternately arranged metallic
and slot resonators, each of which independently performs the
complex-amplitude modulation at a corresponding frequency.
By microtuning the geometrical parameters and orientation of
each resonator appropriately, the single-cell meta-atom can reflect
the circularly polarized incident wave to its copolarized component
with independent complex-amplitude modulations at three fre-
quencies. As a proof-of-concept demonstration, a tri-channel
meta-device is designed, fabricated, and characterized, which
could generate dual-vortex beams at f1, quad-focus beams at f2
and a hologram at f3. The measured results have good agreements
with the simulated ones, which validates the potential applications
of the proposed tri-band single-cell metasurface, including ultra-
compact image displays and high-density information storage.

2. Results and Discussion

The schematic illustration of the tri-channel metasurface is shown
in Figure 1a. It can be observed from Figure 1a that a circularly
polarized spherical wave is impinging on the metasurface by a
horn antenna and the reflected copolarized field is recorded,
realizing three different functionalities (i.e., a dual-vortex beam
generator, a quad-focus metalens, and a meta-hologram at three

preset frequencies f1, f2, and f3, respectively). Especially, an ani-
sotropic meta-atom is usually adopted for manipulating the
phase shift of the circularly polarized wave by rotating the reso-
nators, which is referred as geometric phase or Pancharatnam–
Berry phase. While the meta-atom is rotated by an angle α, and
illuminated by a left-handed/right-handed circularly polarized
(LHCP/RHCP) plane wave propagating in �z direction (i.e.,
~Ei
L=R ¼ ðêx � jêyÞAiejkzejωt), the reflected wave could be written

in the following form[43]

E0!r
L=R ¼ � 1

2 ½ðRxejθx � Ryejθy Þðêx ∓ jêyÞe�2jα

þ ðRxejθx þ Ryejθy Þðêx � jêyÞ�Aie�jkzejωt
(1)

where êx and êy are the unit vectors along the x- and y-directions
in the Cartesian coordinates, respectively, Ai is the magnitude of
the incident electric field along both the x- and y-directions,
k¼ 2π/λ is the wavevector, and ω¼ 2πc/λ is the angular
frequency of the wave (c is the speed of light in vacuum, λ is
the operation wavelength). In addition, Rx (Ry) and θx (θy) are
the reflection coefficient and phase shift of the x-polarized
(y-polarized) component of the reflected wave, respectively.

It is noted from Equation (1) that when illuminating an
LHCP/RHCP light, the phase shift of the reflected cross-
polarized component (i.e., RHCP/LHCP) is independent of
the rotation angle α, whereas the phase shift of the copolarized
component (i.e., LHCP/RHCP) is proportional to 2α. To obtain
high efficiency and achieve geometric phase control for copolar-
ized component of the circularly polarized incidence, the reflec-
tion coefficient and phase shift along x-/y-direction could be
required as Rx¼ Ry¼ 1 and θx¼ θyþ π, respectively. Then the
reflected wave in Equation (1) becomes

~E
0 r
L=R ¼ ðêx ∓ jêyÞe�2jαRAie� jkzejωt (2)

Therefore, the reflected copolarized component has been
delayed or advanced in phase by �2α while the meta-atom

Figure 1. a) Schematic of the tri-channel meta-device. The structure is made of an array consisting of the proposed tri-band single-cell meta-atoms that
produces dual-vortex beams, quad-focus beams and a holographic image of a ring at f1, f2, and f3, respectively. b,c) The 3D and top views of the proposed
tri-band single-cell meta-atom.
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rotated by α, which indicates that continuous 2π phase modula-
tion can be realized by rotating the meta-atom from 0 to π.
Figure 1b,c shows the 3D view and the top view of the proposed
tri-band single-cell meta-atom, which consists of a top patterned
metallic layer, a dielectric spacer, and a ground plane. To achieve
decoupling features among three frequencies, an annual loop is
perforated to isolate the top metallic layer into three distinct
regions (i.e., an outer metallic region, a ring hollow region,
and an inner circular metallic region). The excited currents that
reach the boundaries between regions would flow along the cir-
cular boundary, which performs as equivalently infinite and
could considerably minimize the crosstalk between regions.
Furthermore, the magnetic field coupled resonators (MACRs)
could be etched in the outer and inner metallic parts, and the
electric field coupled resonator (ELCR) could be placed in
the middle hollow area. In this demonstrated illustration, the
MDCSR and the DCSRR are adopted as MACR and ELCR,
respectively. As shown in Figure 1c, the outer radius, width
and incision gap width of the outer MDCSR/DCSRR/inner
MDCSR are represented as (r1, w1, g1)/(r2, w2, g2)/(r3, w3, g3),
respectively. The orientations of the three resonators are denoted
as α1, α2, and α3 with respect to the x-axis. In addition, the outer
radius and width of the loop are labeled as (rL, wL). The thick-
nesses of the metal and substrate are denoted as tm and ts,
respectively.

In addition, the metal and substrate are selected to be the cop-
per (conductivity¼ 5.96� 107 Sm�1) and the polytetrafluoro-
ethylene material (product name: F4B, dielectric constant of
εr¼ 2.2, loss tangent of tanδ¼ 0.001) with tm¼ 0.035mm and
ts¼ 3mm, respectively. The periodicity of the meta-atom
denoted as p is chosen to be 8.4 mm, and the annual loop with
rL¼ 3.65mm and wL¼ 0.7 mm are fixed in the following design.
Figure 2a–c shows the top views of the three resonators, i.e., the
outer MDCSR, middle DCSRR, and inner MDCSR, whose
dimensional parameters are (r1, w1, g1)¼ (4.1, 0.2, 0.3), (r2, w2,
g2)¼ (3.4, 0.2, 0.4), and (r3, w3, g3)¼ (2.75, 0.2, 0.2) (unit:
mm), respectively. The meta-atoms are simulated by the fullwave
simulator CST Microwave Studio, where the periodic boundary
conditions in x-/y-directions and plane wave excitation along �z-
direction are applied. Figure 2e–g shows the reflection ampli-
tudes of the three resonators, where the orientation angle of each
resonator (i.e., α1, α2, and α3) is varied with a step interval of π/8
under a RHCP incidence. It can be observed from Figure 2e that
the reflection amplitude reaches a maximum of 0.93 at
f1¼ 9.5 GHz while maintaining low values in the rest of frequen-
cies. Similarly, Figure 2f,g shows reflection amplitude maxima
occurred around f2¼ 11.5 GHz and f3¼ 15 GHz, which indicates
that each resonator corresponds to one frequency band.
Furthermore, it is worth mentioning that the period of the
meta-atom is smaller than the half wavelength at the highest
operation frequency (i.e., p< c/(2f3)). When the three resonators
(i.e., outer MDCSR, middle DCSRR, and inner MDCSR) are
appropriately arranged to construct the proposed tri-band
single-cell meta-atom, as shown in Figure 2d, the reflection
amplitudes are simultaneously maximized at the three frequency
bands of the three resonators, as shown in Figure 2h. The
decoupled feature leads to a straightforward design for regulating
the operation frequencies by independently adjusting the sizes of
these three resonators.

Furthermore, when individually rotating each of the three res-
onators with a step interval of π/8, the reflection copolarized
amplitudes and phase shifts under a RHCP incidence are shown
in Figure 2i–k,m–o, respectively, where the gray-shadowed areas
represent the amplitude of >0.8 and phase with a uniform π/4
shift. Specifically, it can be seen from Figure 2i,m that while rotat-
ing α1 with fixed α2 and α3, the reflection amplitude holds a rela-
tively high level at all three frequencies, and the phase shows
uniform variation of 2α1 at the range of 9–10GHz. Moreover,
the negligible phase variations can be observed at 11–15.5GHz.
Similar conclusions can be drawn from Figure 2j,n for
11.5 GHz and from Figure 2k,o for 15GHz, indicating the
completely independent phase control at each operating fre-
quency, as well as the low cross-talks among three resonators.

More interestingly, benefiting from the decoupling among the
three resonators, the 1-bit amplitude modulation at each frequency
could be realized by simply removing the corresponding resonator
or replacing the resonator for a nonresonant structure. As a dem-
onstration in this work, the replacing method is used. In other
words, when a meta-atom with zero reflection amplitude is
required in a metasurface array, the corresponding DCSRR
(MDCSR) is replaced by a metallic ring (a ring slot) as shown
in Figure S1, Supporting Information, where the phase and ampli-
tude responses are detailed in the Supporting Information.
Therefore, the independent 1-bit amplitude modulations at three
frequencies can be achieved, which can be denoted as on–off states.

As discussed in Equation (2), the high efficiency with copolar-
ized conversion is obtained while the reflection coefficients of the
metasurface satisfies the criterion of Rx¼ Ry¼ 1 and θx¼ θyþ π.
To verify this condition, the x- and y-polarized waves are nor-
mally incident on the tri-band meta-atom, and the copolarized
reflection amplitude and phase responses are recorded in
Figure 2l,p, respectively, which are represented as
j~Er

xxj, j~Er
yyj, ∠~Er

xx and∠~E
r
yy. Figure 2l shows that the two orthog-

onally polarized reflection amplitudes are almost equal in the
proposed range of 7–19 GHz, where a little difference between
x- and y-component occurs due to resonance-induced loss. In
addition, the phase differences between ∠~Er

xx and∠~E
r
yy are

around π at 9.5, 11.5, and 15 GHz, which satisfies the ideal con-
dition, as shown in Equation (2).

To validate the performance of the proposed tri-band single-
cell meta-atom, a tri-channel meta-device is numerically and
experimentally demonstrated to showcase three different func-
tionalities at three frequencies. More specifically, the meta-device
realizes a dual-vortex beam generator, a quad-focus metalens,
and a meta-hologram at 9.5, 11.5, and 15 GHz, respectively.

The fundamental principle for multibeam radiation relies on
the superposition of several basic complexed amplitudes. Thus,
the complex-valued amplitude distribution (E) of a multibeam
metasurface is formulated as

Eðx, y, f iÞ ¼ aðx, y, f iÞejθðx,y,f iÞ ¼
XN
n¼1

Enðx, y, f iÞ

¼
XN
n¼1

anðx, y, f iÞejθnðx, y, f iÞ
(3)

where En is the complex-valued amplitude of the nth beam, a and
θ (an and θn) represent the amplitude and phase at the position
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(x, y), which could be extracted from the complex-valued
amplitude of E (En). In addition, N is the number of the
EM beams at the ith operation frequency of fi. The synthetic
multibeam radiation can be arbitrarily engineered according
to predefined composite functions. Here, to facilitate
versatile functions, multibeam scatterings carrying different
topological charges of orbital angular momentum (OAM),
as well as converging energy at a preset distance are explored
as the first function for channel 1. The vortex beam contains
the helical phase front along azimuthal direction
(θ1ðx, y, lÞ ¼ l ⋅ arctanðy=xÞ, where l is the topological charge).
Furthermore, each beam is designed to focus energy on a
preset distance (F) from the metasurface, which requires
a parabola phase distribution along radial direction
(θ2ðx, y, f ,FÞ ¼ 2πf =c

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
x2 þ y2 þ F2

p
). Finally, a beam directed

in an arbitrary orientation demands an uniform gradient
phase distribution, which could be described as

θ3ðx, y, θ,φÞ ¼ Signðêr ⋅ êφÞ ⋅ 2πf =c⋅
jcosφ ⋅ x þ sinφ ⋅ yj ⋅ sin θ

(4)

where Sign represents the signum function, φ and θ are the
azimuth and elevation angles of the beam radiation direction,
respectively. In addition, êr and êφ are the unit vectors of (x, y)
and ~φ, respectively. Therefore, the complex-amplitude distri-
bution of a multivortex beam generator could be summarized
as the following

Eðx, y, f iÞ ¼ aðx, y, f iÞejθðx,y,f iÞ

¼
XN
n¼1

anðx, y, f iÞej½θ
1
nðx, y, lnÞþ θ2nðx, y, f i ,FiÞþ θ3nðx, y, f i , θn ,φnÞ� (5)

In this example, we consider a dual-vortex beam generator,
which obtains the same focal length (F1¼ F2¼ 200mm) but

Figure 2. a–c) The top views of the three resonators operating at 9.5, 11.5, and 15 GHz, where the outer MDCSR, middle DCSRR, and inner MDCSR,
respectively, are added to each of the three region. d) The top view of the proposed tri-band single-cell meta-atom combined by the three resonators in
(a)–(c). e–g) The simulation reflection copolarized amplitudes of the single-band meta-atoms shown in (a)–(c) while rotating every resonator from 0 to
7π/8 with a step interval of π/8 under a RHCP incidence. h) The simulation reflection copolarized amplitude of the tri-band meta-atom shown in (d). i–k)
The simulation reflection copolarized amplitudes for the tri-band single-cell meta-atom by varying i) α1, j) α2, and k) α3. m–o) The simulated reflection
phase shifts for the tri-band single-cell meta-atom by varying m) α1, n) α2, and (o) α3. Gray-shaded areas indicate amplitude of >0.8 or uniform phase
shift. l,p) The simulation reflection copolarized amplitude and phase shift under x- and y-polarized illumination.
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different topological charges (l1¼þ1, l2¼�1) and radiation
directions ((θ, φ)¼ (15�,0�)/(15�,180�)) at f1¼ 9.5 GHz, as shown
in Figure 3a. Because the dual-vortex beams have the same ele-
vation angle, the coefficients of the two basic beams are deter-
mined to be the same value (i.e., a1¼ a2) for obtaining equal
radiation powers.[44] Figure 3b,c shows the digitized 1-bit ampli-
tude and phase distributions (i.e., a and θ) calculated by
Equation (5) at 9.5 GHz, where the metasurface is composed
of 31� 31 meta-atoms, covering an area of 260.4� 260.4 mm2.

Next, we choose to implement the multi-focus metalens for
channel 2. The phase profile required for a single-focus metalens
could be obtained based on the Fermat’s theorem and expressed
as θðx, y, f Þ ¼ 2πf =c ⋅ ð

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðx � x1Þ2 þ ðy � y1Þ2 þ z21

p
� z1Þ,

where (x1, y1, z1) is the coordinates of a focal spot. Thus, the
complex-amplitude of a multifocus beam is given by

Eðx, y, f iÞ ¼ aðx, y, f iÞejθðx,y,f iÞ

¼
XN
n¼1

anðx, y, f iÞe j2πf i=c⋅ð
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðx�xnÞ2 þðy�ynÞ2 þ z2n

p
�znÞ

(6)

where (xn, yn, zn) is the coordinates of the nth focal spot. The
quad-focus metalens is then calculated for f2¼ 11.5 GHz, with
the focal spots located at I(50, 50, 200)/II(�50, 50, 200)/
III(�50, �50, 200)/IV(50, �50, 200), as shown in Figure 3f.
The digitized amplitude and phase distributions are shown in
Figure 3g,h, respectively.

Finally, a meta-hologram is studied for channel 3.
Holography-based techniques are intended for modulating the

amplitude and phase of spatial fields, which have been utilized
in 3D holographic displays and data storage. The complex-ampli-
tude profile for the hologram could be calculated by Rayleigh–
Sommerfeld diffraction integral, and optimized with the classical
Gerchberg–Saxton (GS) algorithm, which is expressed as

Eðx, y, f iÞ ¼ aðx, y, f iÞejθðx,y,f iÞ

¼
ZZ

S
0
E

0 ðx0
, y

0
, f iÞ

f id
ic

⋅
e�j2πf =cjrj

jrj2 ds
0 (7)

where E and E
0
are the complex-valued amplitudes on the meta-

hologram plane and the image plane, respectively, d denotes the
distance between the two planes, r is the vector of arbitrary two
points on the two planes, and S

0
is the image region. As a proof-

of-concept demonstration, the target image of a ring is chosen to
be reconstructed by the meta-hologram at f3¼ 15 GHz, as shown
in Figure 3k. The calculated amplitude and phase distributions
for the eventually optimized result are shown in Figure 3l,m,
respectively. Furthermore, it is noted that the three channels
are calculated while illuminated by a plane wave. However,
the metasurface is illuminated by a spherical wave emitting from
a horn antenna in the experiment. Therefore, the phase compen-
sation for transferring the spherical incident wave into the plane
wave is added on the designed tri-channel metasurface, which
could be described as

θcomðx, y, f i, LÞ ¼ 2πf i=cð
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
x2 þ y2 þ L2

q
� LÞ (8)

Figure 3. a,f,k) Schematic illustration of three channels for 9.5, 11.5, and 15 GHz, where the a) dual-vortex beam generator, f ) quad-focus metalens, and
k) meta-hologram are achieved at each channel respectively. b,g,l) The digitized amplitude profiles for three channels at b) 9.5, g) 11.5, and l) 15 GHz. c,h,
m) The phase profiles for three channels at c) 9.5, h) 11.5, and m) 15 GHz. d,i,n) The phase compensations for transferring the spherical incident wave
into the plane wave on the metasurface at d) 9.5, i) 11.5, and n) 15 GHz. e,j,o) The digitized total phases at e) 9.5, j) 11.5, and o) 15 GHz.
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where (x, y) denotes the position of each meta-atom and L
denotes the distance between the transmitting antenna and
the metasurface. Figure 3d,i,n, shows the compensation phase
for 9.5, 11.5, and 15 GHz while L¼ 600mm, respectively. The
digitized total phases for the designed tri-channel meta-device
are shown in Figure 3e,j,o by superimposing the original phase
and the compensation phase.

The designed tri-channel metasurface is verified by full-wave
simulation. In the simulations, a RHCP horn is used as the trans-
mitter, and the reflected copolarized electric fields are recorded.
Figure 4a shows the simulated intensity of RHCP field on the XZ
plane at 9.5 GHz, where the reflected wave splitting into two
beams with (θ, φ)¼ (15�,0�)/(15�,180�) could be clearly noticed.
Moreover, the energy of both beams is converged at the preset
distance of 200mm. The normalized intensity and phase distri-
butions at the focal plane are shown in Figure 4b,c, respectively,
where the intensity nulls and spiral phase patterns at the corre-
sponding positions could be observed clearly. Moreover, the
number of the spiral arms and the rotation direction of the phase
distribution indicate the topological charges of l¼þ1 and l¼�1
in the region I and region II, respectively, which satisfies the
design goals. Figure 4d,e shows the simulated intensity distribu-
tions on the XZ plane of y¼ 50mm and the XY plane of z¼ 200
mm at 11.5 GHz. Figure 4d,e shows that four focal spots occur at
I(50, 50, 200)/II(�50, 50, 200)/III(�50, �50, 200)/IV(50, �50,
200) simultaneously. Furthermore, Figure 4f shows the simu-
lated result for meta-hologram at 15 GHz, which displays a pat-
tern of a ring clearly.

Next, the tri-channel metasurface based on the tri-band single-
cell meta-atom is fabricated and measured. Figure 5a shows the
top view of the fabricated sample. Figure 5b shows the schematic
of the measurement system, where a circularly polarized horn
antenna (LB-SJ-60180-P03, 6–18 GHz) is used as a transmitter
and located at a fix distance of 600mm away from the meta-
device. In addition, two type of linearly polarized waveguide
antenna (90WCAS, 8.2-12.4 GHz; HD-140VNAWKS, 11.9–
18 GHz) are selected as receivers because their small size could
effectively reduce blocking effect. In the measurement, the
receiver would detect both x- and y-polarized electric fields on
the target plane, which are then converted to the circularly polar-
ized fields based on the transformation relationship of
~EL=R ¼ ~Ex ∓ j~Ey. Figure 5c,d shows the measured intensity dis-
tributions on the XZ plane with y¼ 0 and the XY plane with z
¼ 200mm at 9.5 GHz, respectively, where the reflected beam
splits into two directions and focused on the predesigned dis-
tance of 200mm. Furthermore, the intensity nulls at two focal
spots are shown in Figure 5d, where the spiral phase distribu-
tions are obtained for both nulls and denote the different
OAM modes of þ1/�1 in region I/II, respectively, as shown
in the insets of Figure 5d. Furthermore, the coordinates of
the center point of the doughnuts are (�54,0,200)/(54,0,200)
(unit: mm), which indicates that the directed angles of the
two OAM beams are 15.3�. Moreover, the mode purities of
the OAM beams are evaluated to characterize the efficiency of
the dual-vortex beam generator, which is based on spectral anal-
ysis of Fourier transform.[45,46] As shown in Figure 5e, the

Figure 4. a) The simulated intensity on the XZ plane at 9.5 GHz. b,c) The simulated intensity and phase distributions on the XY plane (i.e., z¼ 200mm) at
9.5 GHz. d,e) The simulated intensity distributions on d) the XZ plane with y¼ 50mm and e) the XY plane with z¼ 200mm at 11.5 GHz. f ) The simulated
intensity distribution on the XY plane with z¼ 200mm at 15 GHz.
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simulated and measured dominant modes in region I (region II)
are both þ1 (�1) with a purity of 75% and 73% (72% and 69%),
respectively, validating that high mode purities can be achieved
in channel 1.

Figure 5f,g shows the intensity distributions for channel 2 on
the XZ plane with y¼ 50mm and the XY plane with z¼ 200mm
at 11.5 GHz, respectively, where the four focal spots could be
clearly seen at the designed positions, and the distance between

two adjacent focal spots is close to 100mm. To quantitatively
characterize the impact of the quad-focus metalens, the intensity
profiles as a function of azimuth φ, which are along the blue cir-
cular dashed line with the radius of 70.7 mm in Figure 5g, are
shown in Figure 5h. Four peaks of the intensity occur at φ¼ 45�/
135�/225�/315� in both simulation and experiment results, indi-
cating good focusing performance at the channel 2. Finally, The
measured intensity distributions for channel 3 on the XY planes

Figure 5. a) The fabricated sample of the proposed tri-channel metasurface. b) Schematic of the experimental setup. c,d) The measured intensity dis-
tributions on c) the XZ plane with y¼ 0 and d) the XY plane with z¼ 200mm at 9.5 GHz, where insets show the phase distributions in region I/II. e) The
simulated and measured mode purity of the OAMs for regions I and II at 9.5 GHz. f,g) The measured intensity distributions on f ) the XZ plane with
y¼ 50mm and g) the XY plane with z¼ 200mm. h) Normalized intensity profile along blue circular dashed line stroked in (g). i,j) The measured intensity
distributions on the XY plane with i) z¼ 200mm and j) z¼ 225mm at 15 GHz. k) Normalized intensity profile along blue dashed line stroked in (i). The
scanning step is 5 mm.
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of z¼ 200/225mm at 15 GHz are plotted in Figure 5i,j, respec-
tively. The patterns of a ring are reconstructed with good image
qualities on the observation planes. In addition, Figure 5k plots
the intensity distributions along the dashed line from left to right
in Figure 4f for the simulation and Figure 5i for the experiment.
It can be observed from Figure 5k that the simulated result
agrees well with the measured ones, conformal to the ideal case
as well.

Furthermore, an additional experimental setup is carried out
for calculating the reflection efficiency, where the meta-device is
replaced by the metal plate with the same area. The reflection
efficiency is defined as the ratio of the total intensity with
meta-device to that with the metal plate within the identical detec-
tion region. Herein, the reflection intensity on the XY plane is
detected with an area of 300� 300mm2 at a distance of z¼ 200
mm. And the reflection efficiencies are evaluated to be 73.02%,
72.81%, and 78.96% for 9.5, 11.5, and 15 GHz, respectively. The
blockage of the receiving antenna and the measurement region
would affect the efficiency.

3. Conclusion

In summary, we demonstrate a novel design approach for achiev-
ing high-efficiency tri-band single-cell metasurface featuring
complex-amplitude modulations at three independent frequen-
cies. The tri-band single-cell meta-atom consists of a perforated
metallic top layer and a ground plane separated by a substrate
spacer, where the top layer composing of three resonators
(i.e., two MDCSRs and a DCSRR). The full 2π phase modulations
at three frequencies could be realized by simply varying the ori-
entations of the corresponding resonators, and the 1-bit ampli-
tude control could be achieved by choosing the on–off state of the
corresponding resonators. As a proof-of-concept demonstration,
a tri-channel metasurface based on the tri-band metasurface are
designed, fabricated, and measured, realizing a dual-vortex beam
generator, a quad-focus metalens and a meta-hologram at three
arbitrarily chosen frequencies. Specially, the dual-vortex beam
generator reflects incident wave toward (θ, φ)¼ (15�,0�)/
(15�,180�) with two different topological charges of �1 at
9.5 GHz. In addition, a quad-focus metalens converges the reflec-
tion wave at four preset spots at 11.5 GHz. Furthermore, the
metasurface displays a ring image at 15 GHz. With the inherent
advantages such as compactness, flexible design for polarization,
and easy fabrication, the tri-band single-cell metasurface has
great potential for practical applications such as display, commu-
nication system, and many other related fields.
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