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The soil carbon (C) stock, comprising soil organic C (SOC) and soil inorganic C
(SIC) and being the largest reservoir of the terrestrial biosphere, is a critical part
of the global C cycle. Soil has been a source of greenhouse gases (GHGs) since
the dawn of settled agriculture about 10 millenia ago. Soils of agricultural eco-
systems are depleted of their SOC stocks and the magnitude of depletion is
greater in those prone to accelerated erosion by water and wind and other
degradation processes. Adoption of judicious land use and science-based
management practices can lead to re-carbonization of depleted soils and
make them a sink for atmospheric C. Soils in humid climates have potential
to increase storage of SOC and those in arid and semiarid climates have poten-
tial to store both SOC and SIC. Payments to land managers for sequestration of
C in soil, based on credible measurement of changes in soil C stocks at farm
or landscape levels, are also important for promoting adoption of recom-
mended land use and management practices. In conjunction with a rapid
and aggressive reduction in GHG emissions across all sectors of the economy,
sequestration of C in soil (and vegetation) can be an important negative
emissions method for limiting global warming to 1.5 or 2°C

This article is part of the theme issue ‘The role of soils in delivering
Nature’s Contributions to People’.

1. Soils in the regulation of climate

The contribution of soils to the nature’s contribution to people (NCP) ‘Regulation
of Climate’ is controlled by the emission and sequestration of greenhouse gases
(GHGs), biogenic volatile organic compounds and aerosols, and through impacts
on biophysical feedbacks (e.g. albedo, evapotranspiration). Since soils contribute
positively and negatively to each of these processes, evidence for each will briefly
be summarized in §1 below, before examining in §2 how soils could be managed
more effectively to maximize their contribution to this vital NCF, exploring what
needs to be done to put this in to practice in §3, and providing some conclusions in §4.

(a) Soils as a sink and source of atmospheric carbon dioxide

Soils of the world constitute the largest reservoir of terrestrial carbon (C) stocks.
They comprise both soil organic carbon (SOC) and soil inorganic carbon (SIC),
and are an important component of the global C cycle (figure 1). Estimated to
1m depth, terrestrial soil (2500 PgC; 1 PgC = petagram of carbon=1 billion
metric tons of carbon) and vegetation (620 PgC) hold three times more C than
that in the atmosphere (880 PgC) [7]. However, estimates of soil C stocks are vari-
able, depending on the methods used [8] (table 1).

(i) Soil organic carbon
Current estimates of the global SOC stock range from 1500 to 2400 PgC [9].
However, SOC stocks are affected by temperature and precipitation, and there
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Figure 1. The role of soil and its management in moderating the global carbon cycle. The data on C stocks and fluxes are from [1-6].

are concerns that projected climate change may destabilize
SOC stocks, especially in regions of permafrost. With judicious
management, however, SOC stocks are a critical component in
keeping climate change under control (see §2). Mineralization
of merely 10% of the SOC stock (estimated to be 1500 Pg to
1 m depth) is 15 times more than the 10 PgC emitted through
fossil fuel combustion in 2019 [1]. On the other hand, land
(soil and vegetation) currently absorbs about one-third of all
anthropogenic emissions [1]. Assuming that the land-based
C-sink capacity can be enhanced by adoption of judicious
land use and prudent soil/crop management practices,
harnessing the land-based sink offers a cost-effective option
for adaptation to, and mitigation of, climate change. The
attendant improvement in quality and functionality of soils
of agroecosystems can accomplish the Agenda 2030 of the
United Nations and advance several interrelated sustainable
development goals [10].

Soils of agroecosystems have been a major source of CO,
ever since the dawn of settled agriculture. Ruddiman [11]
estimated that the land use change from natural to managed
ecosystems may have contributed as much as 320 PgC
from the onset of agriculture (about 8000 BC) to circa 1750.
The data in table 2 show estimated C emissions from land
use change between 1750 and 2019. The data in table 2
indicate a decline in emissions from land use change as a
percentage of the total anthropogenic emissions of 36-15%,
because of the progressive increase in emissions from fossil
fuel combustion, especially between 1960 and 2019. Regard-
less, data from land use change are incomplete because
estimates of emissions are based on those owing to the loss
and decomposition of biomass through deforestation, etc.,

Table 1. Differences in global and regional SOC stocks (PgC) to 1 m depth
estimated by different methods. (Adapted and recalculated from Tifafi
et al. [8].)

north

method global boreal temperate tropical
soil grids 341 1161 1376 865
HWSD-SOTWS 2439 390 890 1061
HWSD-SAXTON 2798 807 1237 696
average 2886 786 1168 874
difference between 932 77 486 365

minimum and

maximum
difference as % of the 34 98 4 4

average

but not considering the lateral transport owing to accelerated
soil erosion, for example.

Forests and woodlands store a disproportionate share of
the global SOC stock: they represent slightly less than 40% of
global land area, but at approximately 400 Pg SOC, they store
more than 45% of the SOC stock to 1 m [12-14]. Other estimates
place forests and woodlands at 25-40% of global land area,
with SOC stocks in the range of 400-800 PgC out of a global
total of 1200-1600 Pg [15-17]. Global forest and woodland
soils span a wide range in SOC densities, which was recently
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Table 2. Estimate of carbon emissions from land use change between 1750 and 2019. (Adapted and recalculated from Friedlingstein et al. [1]).

era emissions (PgC) % of the total
1750-2019 255+70 364
1850-2014 200 + 60 336
1850-2019 210+ 60 323
1850-2020 85+ 45 18.9
1959-2019 210+ 60 316

reviewed in the context of earth’s global ecological zones
(GEZs) [12-14]. Woodlands and shrublands in arid subtropical
climates average less than 100 Mg SOC ha™', while boreal and
arctic forests and woodlands average nearly 600 Mg SOC ha™".
Arctic and boreal forests and woodlands cover approximately
30 million km?, which in combination with their large SOC
density makes them the dominant component of the global
forest SOC stock. Collectively, these soils represent more
than 62% of global forest and woodland SOC on less than
37% of the global forest and woodland area. Although
vastly distributed across regions with low human population
densities, these ecosystems and their soils are not removed
from vulnerability. Climate change and attendant increases in
wildfire are significant sources of SOC vulnerability in the
boreal zone [18-20]. Forest biomes in wet climates, such as
the temperate oceanic, subtropical humid and tropical rainfor-
ests also have considerable SOC densities, in the range of
200-300 Mg SOC ha™" [14]. Combined with their large
extent (approx. 16 million km?), these wet biomes comprise
56 Pg SOC, or approximately 14% of global forest and wood-
land SOC stocks. Key climate and SOC management issues
in these biomes also include increased wildfire, as well as
land use pressures such as forest conversion to agricultural
uses or plantations [21-25].

Forests and woodlands in biomes where they are not the
dominant vegetation type are also important to the global
SOC stock. Deserts, steppes and shrublands are the dominant
vegetation types on over 58 million km?, or more than 72% of
global land area. Nonetheless, forests and woodlands occupy
approximately 13% of these lands. The limited areal extent
and low SOC density of forests and woodlands in these dry
biomes equate to only 12 Pg SOC (approx. 3% of the global
forest and woodland total). However, wooded ecosystems
are often disproportionately important providers of climate
regulation and other ecosystem services in these dry
biomes. In these biomes, especially in subtropical to tropical
climates, subsistence uses long in equilibrium with forest
and woodland dynamics have become increasingly chal-
lenged by climate change and demand for food, fibre and
fuel resources [26-29].

(ii) Soil inorganic carbon

After SOC (ca 1526 PgC), SIC is the second largest pool of
terrestrial C (ca 940 PgC), thus exceeding atmospheric C
(ca 880 PgC) and land plants (549-615 PgC) [30-32]. Global
stocks of SIC have been estimated at 780 PgC [33], 930 PgC
[34], 695-748 PgC [35] and 940 PgC [36]. Because these
estimates typically do not account for the SIC below 1.0 m

decade emissions (PgC yr™") % of the total
1960-1969 15+07 333
1970-1979 13+£07 220
1980-1989 13+07 19.4
1990-1999 1407 184
2000-2009 14+07 15.4
2010-2019 16 +0.7 14.6
2019 1.8+07 15.6

depth, each estimate represents its own minimum amount
and thus underestimates the actual amount. In addition to
SIC as soil carbonate, the global amount of SIC as HCOj in
groundwater is at least 1404 PgC [37] with a global flux of
0.2-0.36 PgC yr ' as HCO; and a residence time as long as
the residence time of groundwater itself, which may be hun-
dreds to thousands of years [38—40].

SOC and SIC often occur in the same soil. Unlike SOC,
however, which exists in humid, semiarid and arid soils
(figure 2a), SIC is mainly restricted to soils of arid and semi-
arid regions (figure 2b). Although SIC (as carbonates) can
represent a substantial fraction in shrubland and grassland
soils, forest soils are typically acidic and have little to no
SIC [35,42].

SIC as used in this paper refers to the mineral phase, mainly
calcite (CaCOj), of the carbonic acid system that also includes
gaseous carbon dioxide (CO,), bicarbonate (HCO3) and the
carbonate ion (CO%7). This system is the mechanism that
enables CO; to be pulled from the atmosphere and stored as
CaCO; in soil as bicarbonate in groundwater, and limestones
in oceans (figure 3). Soil, therefore, is not only a C reservoir,
it is also a bicarbonate generator (i.e. the medium in which
chemically weathered silicate minerals produce bicarbonate).
Thus, soil’s role in regulating both short-term and long-term
climate is paramount: short-term for producing pedogenic car-
bonate and bicarbonate in groundwater and long-term for
producing limestone. The chemical weathering of Ca and Mg
silicate minerals is the mechanism that controls the consump-
tion of CO, released by mantle degassing over geologic time,
as shown by the Ebelman-Urey reaction [43,44]:

C02 + CaSiO3 — CaC03 + SlOz (11)

Globally, carbon stocks of SOC and SIC are inversely related
(figure 2a,b). In humid regions SOC is higher than SIC, while in
arid regions SIC is higher. Arid regions contain roughly 78% of
the global SIC, semiarid 14% and humid regions less than 1%
[36]. The amount of SIC within arid regions is notably affected
by three factors: extreme aridity, parent material and soil age
[45]. In cases of extreme aridity (less than 50 mm of annual pre-
cipitation), for example, in the Atacama Desert of Chile, the
Gobi Desert of Mongolia and the Mojave of the US, soils have
lower CaCO; amounts than deserts bordering steppes with
greater rainfall (ca 250 mm), such as the Chihuahuan Desert
[35,46]. Although calcareous dust and Ca®" in rain can give
rise to SIC regardless of parent material [47], in general
parent materials high in Ca®', such as limestone, give rise
to soils with about twice the amount of soil CaCO; than
neighbouring parent materials low in Ca** [48].
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Figure 2. (a) Map of the global distribution of soil organic carbon (SOC) stocks. Produced by member countries under the guidance of the Intergovernmental
Technical Panel on Soils and the Global Soil Partnership Secretariat, FAO, Rome. Tonnes per hectare (t/ha)=0.1 kilograms per square metre (kg m2).
(b) Map of the global distribution of soil inorganic carbon (SIC) stocks. The SIC map is based on estimated carbon stocks to 1T m depth and a reclassification
of the FAO-UNESCO Soil Map of the World [41] combined with a USDA-NRCS soil climate map [36]. Courtesy of USDA-NRCS, World Soil Resources, Washington D.C.

Soil age within arid regions has important implications
for carbon sequestration since progressively older soils con-
tain progressively more SIC [49]. Although SOC can reach
an equilibrium with its bioclimatic environment over decades
to centuries, SIC can continue to accumulate C for thousands
to tens-of-thousands of years as long as there is a supply of
Ca?* [50,51]. Thus, C can continue to be sequestered as SIC
after SOC has reached its capacity.

Inventories of global stocks of SIC (e.g. figure 2b) do not
differentiate between SIC precipitated in the soil profile
(pedogenic) versus SIC existing as detrital particles of

limestone (lithogenic) because routine laboratory methods,
such as acid dissolution or dry combustion, cannot dis-
tinguish between the two types. In the field, however,
pedogenic carbonate can be identified when carbonate crys-
tals are organized into discrete bodies, such as filaments,
nodules, pendants, subsoil horizons running parallel to the
land surface and as petrocalcic horizons with laminar and
plugged horizons [52]. At the microscopic scale, pedogenic
carbonate can be identified when crystals are needle-
shaped, have angular crystal faces, or occur as calcified root
hairs, fungal hyphae or bacteria [53]. Lithogenic carbonate
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Figure 3. Soil inorganic carbon (SIC) pathways in soils and the hydrologic cycle contrasting the routes taken when calcium originates from silicates versus pre-

existing carbonates.

is relatively easy to identify if it occurs as stones and gravel
but much harder to identify if it occurs as sand and silt
unless microfossils are present [37].

(b) Soils as a sink and source of non-C0, greenhouse
gases

Soils of agricultural and other managed ecosystems are also
an important source of GHGs [21], including those of
methane (CH,) and nitrous oxide (N,O), both of which are
potent GHGs with 100-year global warming potentials of
around 28 and 265, respectively [54]. In soils, N,O is gener-
ated mainly by the microbial transformation of nitrogen (N)
under low oxygen conditions, and is dependent on the spe-
ciation of N, which varies mainly with pH [55]. This is
often enhanced where available N exceeds immediate plant
requirements, such as after fertilizer or residue application
[56]. Methane (CH,) can be produced when organic materials
decompose under low oxygen conditions in arable soils [57]
with significant emissions from Histosols and flooded rice
growing areas [58]. Cultivation of land for agriculture can sig-
nificantly reduce the sink capacity of soils to oxidize CHy
[59]. Mineral soils under forests and other natural vegetation
act as the strongest CH, sink, followed by grasslands, with
the sink strength weakest in cultivated soils and those receiv-
ing N fertilizer [59-61]; as such, as cropland has expanded,
the CH, sink strength of soils globally will have declined
[59]. An objective of sustainable management of soil and agri-
culture is to reduce soil-based emissions of GHGs.

(c) Other climate impacts of soils

Soils are not a significant source of biogenic volatile organic
compounds or aerosols, but they are involved in biophysical
climate feedbacks. In addition to their impacts on the global
C cycle, and as a source or sink for CO,, CH4 and N0, soils

can exert other physical effects on climate through alteration
of albedo and their influence on regional water cycles. The
extent to which soils affect albedo is largely determined by
how they influence the darkness of land surface, and whether
they affect snow cover. Some soil amendments, such as bio-
char, darken the surface of soil and have been shown to
reduce albedo [62-64], which it turn leads to some extent of
climate warming. Other forms of management, for example
leaving cereal straw on the soil surface, can increase albedo
[64-67], thereby lowering their impact on climate warming.
Since ploughed soils often lose more heat than untilled soils
[68] and snow melts faster on tilled soils, ploughing may
also exert indirect impact on albedo via its impact on snow
cover, since snow cover leads to high albedo.

Soils are also important in regional water cycles [69],
which may in turn impact evapotranspiration rates and sensi-
ble heat fluxes [70] and thereby affect to an extent local climate,
though the impact of soils is difficult to quantify at larger
scales. When soils are managed well to maximize SOC storage,
they hold water better and are also more fertile [2,71]. This, in
turn, may reduce the need for irrigation, and could reduce
fertilizer needs. It will lead to reducing GHG emissions from
pumping of irrigation water, and further reduce the embedded
emissions in fertilizer production and direct emissions if less
mineral fertilizer is applied to the soils (see §2).

2. Managing soils to better deliver requlation
of climate

(a) Increasing soil organic carbon sequestration

Soils can act as negative emission technologies (NETs) [64,72],
also known as a carbon dioxide removal (CDR) option or a
GHG removal option [73]. The most prominent NET is SOC
sequestration. Sequestration of SOC is a three-step process: (i)
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photosynthesis of atmospheric CO, into plant biomass-C,
(i) transfer of biomass-C into soil and its conversion into soil
organic matter (SOM) and (iii) stabilization of SOM leading to
increase in its mean residence time (MRT). Photosynthesis is
often limited by deficiency of essential plant nutrients
(especially N and P along with some micronutrients), and of
plant available water (green water) supply in the root zone.
The amount of biomass-C returned to soil of resource-poor
small landholders is affected by the competing uses of crop resi-
dues for other purposes (e.g. feed for livestock, traditional
biofuel) [74]. Conversion of biomass-C returned to the soil
into SOM depends on the quality of biomass-C (e.g. C:N
ratio, suberin content) and availability of nutrient elements in
soil Gi.e. N, B S) [32].

The MRT of SOC depends on a wide range of factors [75],
some of which are not well understood. Particle size distri-
bution, and the amount and type (1:1 versus 2:1) of clay
minerals are also critical in relation to the formation of stable
microaggregates that can encapsulate SOM, decrease its acces-
sibility to microbes [76] and affect the future of SOC. Another
physical process of increasing MRT is the translocation of SOM
from surface into the subsoil layers, and thus further away
from the zone of intense agricultural and climatic pertur-
bations. A chemical mechanism of enhancing MRT of SOM
in soil is the formation of organo-mineral complexes and the
role of polysacchrides [77] that decrease the rate of decompo-
sition [32]. Decomposition of SOM by microbial processes is
affected more by its accessibility than by its molecular structure
[78], and that accessibility can be influenced by land use and
management [32]. The objective of soil management for SOC
sequestration is to create a positive soil/ecosystem C budget,
whereby the input of C into soil (crop residues, cover crop bio-
mass, manure, compost, biochar) is greater than the loss of C
from soil (mineralization, erosion, leaching, fire).

Thus, soil and crop management practices important to
creating a positive soil/ecosystem C budget include a
system-based conservation agriculture or CA [79], and liberal
input of organic manure and other amendments. A system-
based CA encompasses a holistic approach and has key com-
ponents including: (i) minimal soil disturbance or none,
(ii) retention of crop residues on the soil surface as mulch,
(iii) establishment of a cover crop during the off-season,
(iv) adoption of complex rotations, (v) use of integrated sys-
tems of soil fertility management and (vi) integration of
crops with trees and livestock. It is also important to realize
that some manures can be a net source of GHGs and, thus,
not as climate friendly as often assumed. Consequently, emis-
sion of all GHG must be considered in addition to soil C to
identify practices that are truly net CO, sinks.

Furthermore, losses of SOC must be minimized through
adoption of conservation-effective measures, which reduce risks
of accelerated erosion (i.e. water, wind, tillage). The technical
potential of SOC sequestration has been assessed since the
1990s, and many of the available updates are cited in this article.
In general, the potential of SOC sequestration is relatively more in
cool and humid climates (0.5-1.0 MgC ha™" yr™") than that in
agroecosystems of dryland regions (0.1-0.2 MgC ha™' yr™")
([2,23,32]; also see §3a for more updated references on this theme).

Identifying whether SIC is pedogenic or lithogenic is less
important for understanding C sequestration by SIC than

identifying the Ca®* source. If Ca is directly from silicate min- [ 6 |

erals (i.e. ‘first generation’) and if SIC is pedogenic, then CO,
has been pulled from the atmosphere via the Ebelmen-Urey
reaction. This unidirectional reaction not only represents
long-term continental-scale weathering of silicates, it also rep-
resents short-term soil profile weathering and accumulation
of pedogenic carbonates in ‘non-flushing’ soils of arid and
semiarid climates. In its expanded form, the Ebelmen-Urey
reaction can be used to track C sequestration in both soil
and groundwater (figure 4). Two moles of CO, react with
one mole of Ca silicate (represented as CaSiO;), resulting in
one mole of C sequestered as pedogenic CaCO; and one
mole of C released as CO,.

If rainfall is sufficient, HCOj is leached from soil into
underlying aquifers where C is stored in groundwater. In
this case, one mole of Ca®>* and two moles of HCO; are
stored. However, this is temporary storage that lasts until
HCO; combines with Ca®* and precipitates as either (i) pedo-
genic CaCOj; if groundwater is pumped to the surface for
irrigation or (ii) marine limestone if groundwater migrates
into rivers and then oceans (figure 3).

Weathering of pre-existing carbonates, in contrast to
weathering of silicates, is an equilibrium reaction in the form
of a carbonate dissolution—reprecipitation (figure 3). In non-
flushing soils of dry climates, limestone is dissolved by
carbonic acid (H,COs) and produces Ca** and 2HCO; , which
reprecipitate as pedogenic CaCO; (figure 3). This reprecipitated
CaCO;, however, does not sequester atmospheric C because
the source of Ca®" is from pre-existing CaCOj; and, thus, the
CO, that was consumed in the reaction to form carbonic acid
is released upon the reprecipitation of CaCO; [52].

In soils of humid climates, limestone is dissolved by
carbonic acid and the Ca** and 2HCOj are transported to
groundwater, which serves as a temporary pool for C seques-
tration. In karst terrain of China, for example, dissolution of
limestone is estimated to sequester 12 Tg of C per year [80].
Eventually, Ca** and 2HCOj in groundwater are transported
to streams and the oceans where they are biologically precipi-
tated as limestone, upon which the impounded C from
carbonate dissolution is released [44].

The process of SIC sequestration is primarily biological.
Plant photosynthesis serves as a pump that brings CO, into
the soil, either directly via root respiration or indirectly via
microbial decomposition of biological tissue. With no plants,
the concentration of soil CO, would equal the CO, concen-
tration of the atmosphere, thus slowing the reaction (equation
(1.1)). In addition, plants exert controls on pH via carbonic
acid as well as the formation of many other types of organic
acids. Plants also exert strong controls on soil moisture and
on Ca** availability, both of which effect the stoichiometry of
the extended Ebelman-Urey reaction (figure 3).

A strong microbiological control of this process is also
revealed by numerous studies showing an array of calcified
bacteria, fungal hyphae and fine root hairs [81]. These field-
specimen studies, combined with manipulative laboratory
studies [82], provide evidence that under the right conditions,
microorganisms precipitate calcite as biologically induced bio-
mineralization, a form of biomineralization that results when
organisms create extraneous environments conducive to
CaCOj; formation [83]. Such is the case in arid and semiarid
soils where microorganisms provide an aqueous micro-
environment where Ca?* and bicarbonate precipitate as
CaCO; in high pH environments [84].
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Figure 4. Components of the total soil carbon stock.

(c) Enhanced weathering

Another soil-related NET is enhanced weathering of silicate
rocks (also known as accelerated weathering, with or without
‘rock’” or ‘mineral’ included). Enhanced weathering involves
(i) the mining of rocks containing minerals that naturally
lead to CO, absorption from the atmosphere over geological
timescales (as they become exposed to the atmosphere
through geological weathering), (i) the grinding of these
rocks to increase the surface area and (iii) the spreading of
these crushed rocks on soils where they absorb atmospheric
CO, [85,86]. Construction waste, and waste materials (e.g.
slag, overburden), can also be used as a source material for
enhanced weathering.

In a systematic review of the costs and potentials of
enhanced weathering, Fuss et al. [73] reported a wide range
of potentials. The highest reported regional sequestration
potential, 88.1 PgCO, yr~', is reported for the spreading of
crushed rock over a very large surface area in the tropics [87].
The potential C removal on croplands only was estimated
by Strefler et al. [88] to be 95PgCO,yr ' for dunite and
49 PgCO, yr~' for basalt. Slightly lower potentials were
estimated by Lenton [89], where the potential of C removal
by enhanced weathering (including adding carbonate and
olivine to both oceans and soils) was estimated to be
3.7 PgCO, yr! by 2100, but with mean annual removal an
order of magnitude less at 0.2 PgCO,-eq yr ' [89]. Renforth &
Campbell [90] [this issue] also cover aspects of enhanced
weathering.

(d) Other climate benefits from better soil management
When soils are managed well to maximize SOC storage, they
have a higher water holding capacity [71], and are more fer-
tile [2]. This, in turn, may reduce the need for irrigation and
could reduce fertilizer needs, thereby reducing GHG emis-
sions from pumping of irrigation water, and reducing the
embedded emissions in fertilizer production and direct

emissions if less mineral fertilizer is applied to the soils. Irri-
gation is energy intensive, with the energy for pumping often
provided by fossil fuels, leading to a high emissions intensity.
For example, El-Gafy & El-Bably [91] showed that pumping
1m? of water for an irrigated crop site in Egypt produces
an average of 690 Mg CO, per year. So, any reduction in
requirement for irrigation by prudent soil management
would deliver climate benefits.

As SOM decomposes, nutrients such as N are released,
which could reduce the amount of fertilizer needed for food
production. The default emission factor for direct N,O release
from fertilization is 1 kg of N,O-N for every 100 kg N fertilizer
applied, with additional indirect losses. Over a 100-year time
horizon, one kg of N,O is around 265 times more potent
than one kg of CO, [92] in terms of climate warming. In
addition to emissions from application in the field, emissions
from fertilizer production add around 7-8 kg CO,-eq kg ™" fer-
tilizer [93]. So, any reduction in the N fertilizer requirement of
healthy soils will have great climate benefits. Judicious man-
agement of the soil not only contributes to mitigating climate
change by reducing net emissions of GHGs (CO,, CH,, N,0O),
but it also contributes to adaptation to climate change by
reducing its negative impacts (figure 5). Thus, judicious man-
agement of soils benefits adaptation to climate change by
‘producing more from less’, enhancing eco-efficiency and redu-
cing losses by erosion and other degradation processes
(figure 5).

3. What is needed to put improved
management of soils into practice?

(a) Policy needs

Judicious management of the global C cycle has strong policy
implications, especially with regards to managing soils of
agricultural and forestry ecosystems (figure 4). Policy inter-
ventions are essential to encourage farmers/land managers
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negative emission farming

mitigation

off-setting emissions by
reducing source and
increasing sink:

— judicious use of
agricultural chemicals
- increasing eco—efficiency

protecting and restoring
soil/ecosystem carbon stocks
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reducing negative effects:
- managing extreme events
— choice of species and
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sequestration | B TGS timing of farm operations
. change

— conserving water in the
root zone
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producing more from less

Figure 5. Strategies of mitigating and adapting to climate change and managing agroecosystems as a solution through transformation of food production systems.

Table 3. Potential of soil organic carbon (SOC) sequestration in soil and biomass of different agroecosystems (adapted from Lal et al. [3]). Note: Total technical
potential C sequestration for the 80-year period 2020-2100 is 155 PgC in the biomass and 178 PgC in soils, or 333 PgC. This is equivalent to the drawdown of
atmospheric (0, of about 155 ppm [3]. Assuming that non-carbon fuel sources can take effect by 2050 or sooner, sequestration of C in the terrestrial biosphere

can limit global warming to 2°C, if not 1.5°C.

land use total area (10° Mha)
cropland 1472

vg'razing g B o s
forest/woodland 980

wbmngs W
extremely/severely degraded lands 325
vpeatlahds/wevtlandvsv w0
sub-total: degraded lands 1090

total managéd lnds o0

to moderate the exchange of GHGs between soils and the
atmosphere by adopting land use and soil/plant/animal
management systems that create a positive soil/ecosystem
C budget. The adoption of science-based and proven technol-
ogies by land managers can be promoted by political will and
prudent governance through identification and implemen-
tation of policies at local, national, regional/continental and
global levels. The importance of world soils has received
the attention of policy makers since the launch of the ‘4 per
1000" initiative at COP21 in 2015 in Paris [94]. Subsequent
COPs (21 through 25) have supported similar initiatives at
regional and global scales [95]. It is important, therefore,
that soil scientists and agronomists seize the moment and
support policymakers in translating science into action.
Payments to land managers for sequestration of atmos-
pheric CO; in soil (SOC and SIC) and in biomass (forest
C-stock) would be a step in the right direction. Policies
must be pro-farmer and pro-nature and specifically designed

sequestration rate (Mg Cha™" yr™")

total potential

biomass soil (Mg Cha™'yr™)
020-1.0 0.10-175 0.10-175
0.10-1.0 005-0.50 0.05-1.00
020-2.0 0.15-1.00 0.15-2.00
1.00-2.0 020-050 0.20-2.00
0.10-1.0 0.05-2.00 0.05-2.00
050-1.0 0.50-1.50 050-150

to enhance the land-based C sink (figure 4). The land-based C
sink, estimated at 3.1 PgC in 2019 [1] (figure 4) or about 27%
of the total anthropogenic emissions in 2019, can be enhanced
through adoption of judicious land use and sustainable man-
agement of soils of managed ecosystems. The latter consist of
a wide range of ecosystems including cropland, grazing/ pas-
ture/rangelands, forest/plantation land and urban lands. In
addition, there are degraded soils and ecosystems that must
be restored. Even in the U.S., the nation’s Corn Belt has lost
one-third of its topsoil [96] and the SOC stock’s technical
potential of C sequestration has been estimated at 1.27-
3.66 PgC yr~' (3.30 PgC yr™') and that in the forest biomass
at 2.0-4.6 PgC yr~! (3.30 PgC yr™ ") [3] (table 3). With use of
biochar, the potential of SOC sequestration can be up to
3.20 PgC yr~" [3]. Policy interventions are needed for protect-
ing irrecoverable C in Earth’s ecosystems [97], restoring
degraded soils and desertified ecosystems by accomplishing
land degradation neutrality [98] and managing C stocks in
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agriculture and forestry ecosystems [3]. In this regard,
management and sequestration of SIC stocks in soils of arid
and semiarid regions cannot be over-emphasized [37]. Policy
interventions are also needed to spare land for nature,
especially in developed countries [99], and through global
adoption of integrated land use systems [100]. Biodiversity
can be strengthened, and the terrestrial C stocks increased, if
food is produced on a lesser area than the 5 billion hectares
used at present [101]. Policy measures are also needed to set
aside (retire) extremely and severely degraded lands. Globally,
the area of such lands is estimated at approximately 390 Mha
[102]. In addition, there are 700 Mha of peat lands (table 3) that
must be protected.

Education is needed to fully realize the beneficial roles
that soils can play in the regulation of climate, and ecosystem
services more broadly. The arenas of this education are four-
fold: (i) soil science education and training for students and
professionals; (ii) public outreach and education about the
critical nature of soils to supporting life on Earth; (iii) edu-
cation for all people in the ways that soils are connected
with issues of equity and environmental justice; and (iv)
education of policy makers to identify and implement
appropriate policies to harness the land-based sinks.

The first of these educational spheres is the longstanding
strength of the soil science discipline, and in many ways this
is the easiest to sustain. Current understanding of the role of
soils in climate regulation is the product of more than a century
of academic and applied research, education and training in
institutions of western scientific learning [103,104]. Experien-
tial education related to soils and climate extends centuries
further back, and lives on through the exchange of traditional
soil and ecological knowledge [105,106]. But soil science edu-
cation has not remained static. Compared to decades past,
few today practice what could exclusively be called ‘soil
science’; professionals in many disciplines use soil science
tools and techniques in areas such as ecological sciences, geo-
graphical information systems and water resources
management. Reaching these diverse disciplines has required
ongoing re-evaluation and adjustment on the part of soils pro-
grammes and societies to ensure that soils education and
training remain relevant and accessible [107,108]. These adjust-
ments have included shifting away from traditional
pedagogical approaches to alternative formats and practical
or hands-on experiences. Targeted training events, such as
those run by the US Forest Service International Programmes
[109,110] or the Sustainable Wetlands for Mitigation and Adap-
tation Programme [111] provide efficient ways for students and
professionals to learn how to apply soil science tools and tech-
niques to soil quality, C and GHG accounting, and other efforts.
Notably, the recent COVID-19 pandemic has enhanced some
existing challenges and disparities in soils education, while
also stimulating creative adaptation to online formats [112,113].

Education for the public, in order that all people are
encouraged to examine and embrace our collective depen-
dence on soils, is at least as important as the education of
scientific and technical professionals. This need becomes all
the more important as Earth’s population continues to grow
and urbanize, leading to ever larger numbers of people
who lack direct connection to soils and their role in climate
regulation, food production, water quality protection and
the many other ecosystem services that they provide.

However, the myriad ways in which humanity depends
upon soils creates diverse opportunities to connect people
to soils in individualized ways. The diversity of ways in
which talented educators of our time are engaging in this
work is impressive. From ‘Soil Kitchen” events that provide
real-time soil testing in urban communities [114], to joint US
Forest Service-Tribal resource management workshops [115],
to mainstream films [116] and magazine articles [117], soils
educators and advocates are taking their message well
beyond the realm of conferences, college classrooms and jour-
nal articles. Where soils education is taken into communities,
rather than served from afar, it will continue to facilitate a
wider societal appreciation for the ways that soils sustain us,
and create opportunities for people to sustain them in turn.

To provide solutions to the climate crisis, soils education
must address issues of equity and environmental justice.
Indeed, soils, the climate crisis, and equity and environmental
justice issues share a common theme: each is a nexus, a conver-
gence of multiple interacting factors [118]. In the language of
soil science, this nexus finds its name under the term ‘integra-
tive, which recognizes that every unique soil body is the
integration of many soil forming factors and processes. In the
language of equity and environmental justice, this nexus is
described by the ‘intersectionality” of challenges faced by dis-
advantaged people and communities (or conversely, multiple
intersecting forms of privilege). Women of colour in soil
and Earth sciences experience both gender bias and racial
discrimination; poverty-afflicted communities in urban areas
experience the inequities not only of poverty and malnutrition,
but also of metal-polluted soils and disproportionate climate
change impacts. However, this intersection of challenges
need not make them harder to resolve. On the contrary, addres-
sing the barriers that inhibit any disadvantaged group in soil
science can lower them for others, because the barriers are fun-
damentally often the same, such as structural exclusion, hostile
behaviour and power imbalances [119,120]. Similarly, environ-
mental justice movements can spur tangible actions such as
urban composting and gardening that simultaneously address
food security, soil pollution, C sequestration and climate
change mitigation [121-124].

Research is needed to develop better measurements, monitor-
ing, standardization, upscaling from pedons to continents,
identifying ecologically sensitive regions, understanding the
biogeochemistry of terrestrial C, including black C, hydropho-
bicity and MRT in the context of land use and management
[125]. For SIC, a supply of Ca®* from silicates is essential for
direct CO, capture and storage as both pedogenic carbonate
and enhanced weathering. Currently, ground basalt is the
common source Ca*". To remove one Pg of CO, through
enhanced weathering (reaction 1), approximately 3 Pg of
basalt would have to be mined, crushed, and transported
[88]. Research is needed to determine if more readily available
forms of Ca®*, such as silicate-derived Ca®* in gypsum or in
calcium hydroxide, would be feasible.

Sequestration needs to be tailored to the environment where
it will be implemented. Research is, therefore, needed to ident-
ify optimal areas using continental-scale ‘Land Resource
Regions’ or ‘Major Land Resource Areas [126]. Enhanced
weathering, for example, will have a greater effect in low pH
Ultisols than in neutral pH Mollisols. Given the large role of
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microorganisms in both SOC and SIC, such as the formation of
pedogenic carbonates, additional research is needed that
reveals the decomposition mechanisms and propensity of
certain microbes for precipitating carbonate [127,128].

Research is also needed to determine the unintended con-
sequences of geoengineering. This is especially relevant to
manipulating the SIC system. An increase of 1% CaCO; in
global Mollisols, for example, from 825 to 9.25%, could
sequester 14 Pg of C [37] over the time period that is required
to increase the CaCOs.

The onset of agriculture circa 10 000 years ago [11] and that of
the Industrial Revolution circa 1750 [1] have transformed the
Earth and drastically disturbed the global C cycle. Notable
among ramifications of the so-called ‘Anthropocene’ [129]
that began with the onset of agriculture and accelerated
with the Industrial Revolution are the following: soil degra-
dation by erosion and other processes, depletion of
terrestrial C-stock, an increase in atmospheric concentration
of CO, and other GHGs (CH; and N,O) and attendant
global warming, severe loss of biodiversity [130], as well as

scarcity and eutrophication/contamination of natural waters
[131]. Thus, there is a strong need to re-carbonize the terres-
trial biosphere and restore C-stock in soil and forest biomass
[3]. Sequestration of SOC and SIC in soil is a win-win option
for mitigation and adaptation of global warming while
restoring environmental quality and advancing sustainable
development goals (SDGs) of the Agenda 2030 of the
United Nations [132], while protecting C stocks of the natural
ecosystems. It is critically important to restore those of the
degraded and desertified lands, and to judiciously manage
those of agricultural/forestry lands. Pro-farmer and pro-
nature policies are needed to promote adoption of judicious
land use and science-based management of soils/plants/ani-
mals to create a positive soil/ecosystem C budget [10]. In
conjunction with replacing fossil fuels with non-C fuel
sources, re-carbonization of soil and vegetation can limit
global warming to 1.5 or 2°C.

This article has no additional data.

Each author contributed to different sections
relevant to their specific professional expertise.

We declare we have no competing interests
We received no funding for this study.

Friedlingstein P et al. 2020 Global carbon budget 10. Lal Ret al. 2021 Soils and sustainable development ~ 18. Bastianelli C, Ali AA, Beguin J, Bergeron Y, Grondin
2020. Earth Syst. Sci. Data 12, 3269-3340. (doi:10. goals of the United Nations: an International Union P, Hély C, Paré D. 2017 Boreal coniferous forest
5194/essd-12-3269-2020) of Soil Sciences perspective. Geoderma Reg. 25, density leads to significant variations in soil physical
Lal R. 2004 Soil carbon sequestration impacts on e00398. (doi:10.1016/j.geodrs.2021.00398) and geochemical properties. Biogeosciences 14,
global climate change and food security. Science 11. Ruddiman WF. 2003 The anthropogenic greenhouse 3445-3459. (doi:10.5194/bg-14-3445-2017)

304, 1623-1627. (doi:10.1126/science.1097396) era began thousands of years ago. (lim. Change 19. Bond-Lamberty B, Peckham SD, Ahl DE, Gower ST.
Lal R et al. 2018 The carbon sequestration potential 61, 261-293. (doi:10.1023/B:CLIM.0000004577. 2007 Fire as the dominant driver of central

of terrestrial ecosystems. J. Soil Water Conserv. 73, 17928.fa) Canadian boreal forest carbon balance. Nature 450,
145A—152A. (doi:10.2489/jswc.73.6.145A) 12. FAO. 2012 Global ecological zones for FAO forest 89-92. (doi:10.1038/nature06272)

NOAA. 2020 Teacher background: carbon dioxide reporting: 2010 Update. FRA 2015: Forest Resources ~ 20. Harden JW, Trumbore SE, Stocks BJ, Hirsch A,

and the carbon cycle. Earth Syst. Res. Lab. 3. See Assessment Working Paper 179. Rome, Italy: FAO. Gower ST, O'neill KP, Kasischke ES. 2000 The role of
https:/www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/education/info_ (See http://www.fao.org/3/ap861e/ap861e00.pdf) fire in the boreal carbon budget. Glob. Change
activities/pdfs/TBI_co2_and_the_carbon_cycle.pdf. ~ 13. Hengl T et al. 2017 SoilGrids250m: global gridded Biol. 6, 174—184. (doi:10.1046/.1365-2486.2000.
Jansson C, Wullschleger SD, Kalluri UC, Tuskan GA. 2010 soil information based on machine learning. PLoS 06019.x)

Phytosequestration: carbon biosequestration by plants ONE 12, €0169748. (doi:10.1371/journal.pone. 21, Cusack DF, Marin-Spiotta E. 2019 Wet tropical soils
and the prospects of genetic engineering. Bioscience 0169748) and global change. In Developments in soil science:
60, 685-696. (doi:10.1525/bi0.2010.60.9.6) 14. Nave LE, Marin-Spiotta E, Ontl TA, Peters MP, global change and forest soils (eds M Busse, (P
Lal R. 2001 Managing world soils for food security Swanston CW. 2019 Soil carbon management. Giardina, DM Morris, DS Page-Dumroese), pp.

and environmental quality. Adv. Agron. 74, In Global change and forest soils: cultivating 131-169. Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Elsevier.
155-192. (doi:10.1016/50065-2113(01)74033-3) stewardship of a finite natural resource, (doi:10.1016/h978-0-444-63998-1.00008-2)
Eglinton Tl et al. 2021 Climate control on terrestrial Developments in Soil Science, vol. 36 (eds M Busse, ~ 22.  Homann PS, Bormann BT, Morrissette BA,
biospheric carbon turnover. Proc. Nat/ Acad. Sci. USA C Giardina, D Morris, D Page-Dumroese), pp. Darbyshire RL. 2015 Postwildfire soil trajectory
118, €2011585118. (doi:10.1073/pnas.2011585118) 215-257. Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Elsevier. linked to prefire ecosystem structure in Douglas-fir
Tifafi M, Guenet B, Hatté C. 2018 Large differences  15. Dixon RK, Brown S, Houghton RA, Solomon AM, forest. Ecosystems 18, 260—273. (doi:10.1007/

in global and regional total soil carbon stock Trexler MC, Wisniewski J. 1994 Carbon pools and $10021-014-9827-8)

estimates based on SoilGrids, HWSD, and NCSCD: flux of global forest ecosystems. Science 263, 23. Lyu M et al. 2017 Land use change exerts a strong
intercomparison and evaluation based on field data 185-190. (doi:10.1126/science.263.5144.185) impact on deep soil C stabilization in subtropical
from USA, England, Wales, and France. Glob. 16.  Scharlemann JPW, Tanner EVJ, Hiederer R, Kapos V. forests. J. Soils Sediments 17, 2305—2317. (doi:10.
Biogeachem. Cycle 32, 42-56. (doi:10.1002/ 2014 Global soil carbon: understanding and 1007/511368-016-1428-2)

2017GB005678) managing the largest terrestrial carbon pool. Carbon ~ 24. Prietzel J, Bachmann S. 2012 Changes in soil
Patton NR, Lohse KA, Seyfried MS, Godsey SE, Manag. 5, 81-91. (doi:10.4155/cmt.13.77) organic C and N stocks after forest transformation
Parsons SB. 2019 Topographic controls of soil 17. FAQ. 2020 Global forest resources assessment 2020: from Norway spruce and Scots pine into Douglas fir,

organic carbon on soil-mantled landscapes. Sci. Rep.
9, 6390. (doi:10.1038/541598-019-42556-5)

main report. Rome, Italy: FAO. (doi:10.4060/
a9825en)

Douglas fir/spruce, or European beech stands at
different sites in Southern Germany. For. Ecol.


http://dx.doi.org/10.5194/essd-12-3269-2020
http://dx.doi.org/10.5194/essd-12-3269-2020
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1097396
http://dx.doi.org/10.2489/jswc.73.6.145A
https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/education/info_activities/pdfs/TBI_co2_and_the_carbon_cycle.pdf
https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/education/info_activities/pdfs/TBI_co2_and_the_carbon_cycle.pdf
https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/education/info_activities/pdfs/TBI_co2_and_the_carbon_cycle.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1525/bio.2010.60.9.6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/s0065-2113(01)74033-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2011585118
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/2017GB005678
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/2017GB005678
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-019-42556-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geodrs.2021.e00398
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/B:CLIM.0000004577.17928.fa
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/B:CLIM.0000004577.17928.fa
http://www.fao.org/3/ap861e/ap861e00.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0169748
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0169748
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.263.5144.185
http://dx.doi.org/10.4155/cmt.13.77
http://dx.doi.org/10.4060/ca9825en
http://dx.doi.org/10.4060/ca9825en
http://dx.doi.org/10.5194/bg-14-3445-2017
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature06272
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2486.2000.06019.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2486.2000.06019.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/b978-0-444-63998-1.00008-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10021-014-9827-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10021-014-9827-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11368-016-1428-z
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11368-016-1428-z

Downloaded from https://royalsocietypublishing.org/ on 26 October 2021

25.

26.

2.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Manage 269, 134-148. (doi:10.1016/j.foreco.2011.
12.034)

Chen G, Yang Y, Yang Z, Xie J, Guo J, Gao R, Yin Y,
Robinson D. 2016 Accelerated soil carbon turnover
under tree plantations limits soil carbon storage. Sci.
Rep. 6, 1-7. (doi:10.1038/srep19693)

Assefa D, Rewald B, Sandén H, Rosinger C, Abiyu A,
Yitaferu B, Godbold DL. 2017 Deforestation and land
use strongly effect soil organic carbon and nitrogen
stock in Northwest Ethiopia. Catena 153, 89-99.
(doi:10.1016/j.catena.2017.02.003)

Conti G, Kowaljow E, Baptist F, Rumpel C, Cuchietti
A, Pérez Harguindeguy N, Diaz S. 2016 Altered soil
carbon dynamics under different land-use regimes
in subtropical seasonally-dry forests of central
Argentina. Plant Soil 403, 375-387. (doi:10.1007/
5s11104-016-2816-2)

Griscom HP, Ashton MS. 2011 Restoration of dry
tropical forests in Central America: a review of
pattern and process. For. Ecol. Manage 261,
1564—1579. (doi:10.1016/j.foreco.2010.08.027)
Sivakumar MVK. 2007 Interactions between
climate and desertification. Agric. For. Meteorol.
142, 143-155. (doi:10.1016/j.agrformet.2006.03.
025)

Houghton RA. 1995 Changes in the storage of
terrestrial carbon since 1850. In Soils and global
change (eds JM Kimble, ER Levine, BA Stewart),
pp. 45—65. Boca Raton, FL: Lewis Publishers.
Schlesinger WH, Bernhardt ES. 2013
Biogeochemistry: an analysis of global change.
New York, NY: Academic Press.

Lal R. 2018 Digging deeper: a holistic perspective of
factors affecting soil organic carbon sequestration in
agroecosystems. Glob. Change Biol. 24, 3285-3301.
(doi:10.1111/gch.14054)

Schlesinger WH. 1982 Carbon storage in the caliche
of arid soils: a case study from Arizona. Soil Si.
133, 247-255. (d0i:10.1097/00010694-198204000-
00008)

Schlesinger WH. 1985 The formation of caliche in
soils of the Mojave Desert, California. Geochim.
Cosmochim. Acta 49, 57-66. (doi:10.1016/0016-
7037(85)90191-7)

Batjes NH. 1996 Total carbon and nitrogen in the
soils of the world. Eur. J. Soil Sci. 47, 151-163.
(doi:10.1111/}.1365-2389.1996.tb01386.x)

Eswaran H, Reich PF, Kimble JM, Beinroth FH,
Padmanabhan E, Moncharoen P. 2000 Global carbon
stocks. In Global climate change and pedogenic
carbonates (eds R Lal, JM Kimble, BA Stewart,

H Eswaran), pp. 15-27. Boca Raton, FL: Lewis
Publishers.

Monger HC, Kraimer RA, Khresat S, Cole DR, Wang
X, Wang J. 2015 Sequestration of inorganic carbon
in soil and groundwater. Geology 43, 375-378.
(doi:10.1130/G36449.1)

Nordt LC, Wilding LP, Drees LR. 2000 Pedogenic
carbonate transformations in leaching soil systems:
implications for the global C cycle. In Global climate
change and pedogenic carbonates (eds R Lal, JM
Kimble, BA Stewart, H Eswaran), pp. 43—64. Boca
Raton, FL: CRC Press.

39.

40.

41.

4.

4.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

Drees L, Wilding L, Nordt L. 2001 Reconstruction of
soil inorganic and organic carbon sequestration
across broad geoclimatic regions. In Soil carbon
sequestration and the greenhouse effect (eds R Lal,
RF Follett), pp. 155-172. Madison, WI: Soil Science
Society of America Special Publication 57.

Kessler TJ, Harvey CF. 2001 The global flux of
carbon dioxide into groundwater. Geophys. Res. Lett.
28, 279-282. (doi:10.1029/2000GL011505)
FAO/UNESCO. 1991 Soil map of the world: revised
legend with corrections and updates. Rome, Italy:
FAO.

Lal R, Kimble JM. 2000 Pedogenic carbonates and
the global carbon cycle. In Global climate change
and pedogenic carbonates (eds R Lal, JM Kimble,
H Eswaran, BA Stewart), pp. 1-14. New York, NY:
Lewis Publishers.

Urey HC. 1952 On the early chemical history

of the earth and the origin of life. Proc. Nat/ Acad.
Sci. USA 38, 351-363. (doi:10.1073/pnas.38.4.351)
Berner RA. 2004 The phanerozoic carbon cycle: (0,
and 0,. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.
Lobova E. 1967 Soils for the desert zone of the USSR.
Jerusalem, Israel: Issued in Translation by the Israel
Program for Scientific Translation.

Machette MN. 1985 Calcic soils of the southwestern
United States. In Soils and quaternary geology of the
southwestern United States (ed. DL Wade),

pp. 1-21. Boulder, CO: Geological Soc. Am. Spec.
Paper 203.

Gile LH, Peterson FF, Grossman RB. 1966
Morphological and genetic sequences of carbonate
accumulation in desert soils. Soil Sci. 101, 347-360.
(doiz10.1097/00010694-196605000-00001)
Grossman RB, Ahrens R), Gile LH, Montoya CE,
Chadwick OA. 1995 Areal evaluation of organic and
carbonate carbon in a desert area of southern New
Mexico. In Soils and global change (eds JM Kimble,
ER Levine, BA Stewart), pp. 81-92. Boca Raton, FL:
Lewis Publishers.

Gile LH. 1970 Soils of the Rio Grande Valley Border
in Southern New Mexico. Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 34,
465-472. (doi:10.2136/s55aj1970.
03615995003400030032x)

Monger HC, Rachal DM. 2013 Soil and landscape
memory of dimate change—how sensitive, how
connected? New Front. Paleopedol. Terr.
Paleoclimatology Paleosols Soil Surf. Analog Syst.
104, 63—70. (doi:10.2110/sepmsp.104.04)

Wang J, Monger C, Wang X, Serena M, Leinauer B.
2016 Carbon sequestration in response to Grassland-
Shrubland-Turfgrass conversions and a test for
carbonate biomineralization in Desert Soils, New
Mexico, USA. Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 80, 1591-1603.
(doi:10.2136/5553j2016.03.0061)

Drees LR, Wilding LP. 1987 Micromorphic record and
interpretations of carbonate forms in the Rolling
Plains of Texas. Geoderma 40, 157-175. (doi:10.
1016/0016-7061(87)90020-6)

West LT, Drees LR, Wilding LP, Rabenhorst MC. 1988
Differentiation of pedogenic and lithogenic
carbonate forms in Texas. Geoderma 43, 271-287.
(doi:10.1016/0016-7061(88)90047-X)

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

05.

66.

67.

68.

Myhre G et al. 2013 Anthropogenic and natural
radiative forcing. In Climate Change 2013: The
Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working
Group | to the Fifth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (eds
TF Stocker et al.), pp. 659—740. Cambridge, UK and
New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. See
https:/www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/
WG1AR5_Chapter08_FINAL.pdf.

Brady NC, Weil RR. 1999 The nature and properties
of soils, 12th edn. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice
Hall.

Smith KA, Conen F. 2004 Impacts of land
management on fluxes of trace greenhouse gases.
Soil Use Manag. 20, 255-263. (doi:10.1079/
SUM2004238)

Regina K, Pihlatie M, Esala M, Alakukku L. 2007
Methane fluxes on boreal arable soils. Agric. Ecosyst.
Environ. 119, 346-352. (doi:10.1016/j.agee.2006.
08.002)

Mosier AR, Duxbury JM, Freney JR, Heinemeyer 0O,
Minami K, Johnson DE. 1998 Mitigating agricultural
emissions of methane. Clim. Change. 40, 39-80.
(doi:10.1023/A:1005338731269)

Tate KR. 2015 Soil methane oxidation and land-use
change—from process to mitigation. Soil Biol.
Biochem. 80, 260-272. (doi:10.1016/j.s0ilbio.2014.
10.010)

Dutaur L, Verchot LV. 2007 A global inventory of the
soil CH, sink. Glob. Biogeochem. Cycles 21, GB4013.
(doi:10.1029/2006GB002734)

Reay DS, Smith P, Christensen, TR, James RH, Clark
H. 2018 Methane and global environmental change.
Annu. Rev. Environ. Resour. 43, 165-192. (doi:10.
1146/annurev-environ-102017-030154)

Meyer S, Bright RM, Fischer D, Schulz H, Glaser B.
2012 Albedo impact on the suitability of biochar
systems to mitigate global warming. Environ. Sci.
Technol. 46, 12 726-12 734. (doi:10.1021/
5302302q)

Genesio L, Miglietta F, Lugato E, Baronti S, Pieri M,
Vacari FP. 2012 Surface albedo following biochar
application in durum wheat. Environ. Res. Lett. 7,
14025. (doi:10.1088/1748-9326/7/1/014025)

Smith P. 2016 Soil carbon sequestration and biochar
as negative emission technologies. Glob. Change
Biol. 22, 1315-1324. (d0i:10.1111/gch.13178)
Luyssaert S et al. 2014 Land management and
land-cover change have impacts of similar
magnitude on surface temperature. Nat. Clim.
Change 4, 389-393. (doi:10.1038/nclimate2196)
Daughtry (ST, Doraiswamy PC, Hunt ER, Stern AJ,
McMurtrey JE, Prueger JH. 2006 Remote sensing of
crop residue cover and soil tillage intensity. Soil
Tillage Res. 91, 101-108. (doi:10.1016/j.still.2005.
11.013)

Pacheco A, McNairn H. 2010 Evaluating
multispectral remote sensing and spectral unmixing
analysis for crop residue mapping. Remote Sens.
Environ. 114, 2219-2228. (doi:10.1016/j.rse.2010.
04.024)

Shen Y, McLaughlin N, Zhang X, Xu M, Liang A.
2018 Effect of tillage and crop residue on soil


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2011.12.034
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2011.12.034
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep19693
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.catena.2017.02.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11104-016-2816-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11104-016-2816-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2010.08.027
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.agrformet.2006.03.025
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.agrformet.2006.03.025
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14054
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00010694-198204000-00008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00010694-198204000-00008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0016-7037(85)90191-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0016-7037(85)90191-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2389.1996.tb01386.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1130/G36449.1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2000GL011505
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.38.4.351
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/00010694-196605000-00001
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj1970.03615995003400030032x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj1970.03615995003400030032x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2110/sepmsp.104.04
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2016.03.0061
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0016-7061(87)90020-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0016-7061(87)90020-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0016-7061(88)90047-X
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/WG1AR5_Chapter08_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/WG1AR5_Chapter08_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/WG1AR5_Chapter08_FINAL.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1079/SUM2004238
http://dx.doi.org/10.1079/SUM2004238
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.agee.2006.08.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.agee.2006.08.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/A:1005338731269
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.soilbio.2014.10.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.soilbio.2014.10.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2006GB002734
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-102017-030154
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-102017-030154
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es302302g
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es302302g
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/7/1/014025
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13178
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nclimate2196
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.still.2005.11.013
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.still.2005.11.013
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2010.04.024
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2010.04.024

Downloaded from https://royalsocietypublishing.org/ on 26 October 2021

69.

70.

7.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

71.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

temperature following planting for a Black soil in
Northeast China. Sci. Rep. 8, 1-9. (doi:10.1038/
$41598-018-22822-8)

Voltz M, Dagés C, Prévot L, Bruand A. 2018 Soils
and regulation of the hydrological cycle. In Soils as
a key component of the critical zone 1, pp. 59-80.
Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Jacovides C, Kerkides P, Papaioannou G. 1991
Evapotranspiration and sensible heat flux estimation
above grass: comparison of methods and correlation
of several attributes to routinely measured data.
Water Resour. Manag. 5, 305-319. (doi:10.1007/
BF00421999)

Lal R. 2020 Soil organic matter and water retention.
Agron. J. 112, 3265-3277. (doi:10.1002/agj2.
20282)

Smith P et al. 2019 Land-management options for
greenhouse gas removal and their impacts on
ecosystem services and the sustainable development
goals. Annu. Rev. Environ. Resour. 44, 255-286.
(doi:10.1146/annurev-environ-101718-033129)

Fuss S et al. 2018 Negative emissions—Part 2:
costs, potentials and side effects. Environ. Res. Lett.
13, 63002. (doi:10.1088/1748-9326/aabfof)

Lal R. 2016 Potential and challenges of conservation
agriculture in sequestration of atmospheric CO, for
enhancing dimate-resilience and improving
productivity of soil of small landholder farms. CAB
Rev. Perspect. Agric. Vet. Sci. Nutr. Nat. Resour. 11,
1-6. (doi:10.1079/PAVSNNR201611009)

Dungait JAJ, Hopkins DW, Gregory AS, Whitmore
AP. 2012 Soil organic matter turnover is governed
by accessibility not recalcitrance. Glob. Change Biol.
18, 1781-1796. (doi:10.1111/j.1365-2486.2012.
02665.x)

Six J, Conant RT, Paul EA, Paustian K. 2002
Stabilization mechanisms of soil organic

matter: implications for C-saturation of soils.

Plant Soil 241, 155-176. (doi:10.1023/
A:1016125726789)

Greenland DJ, Lindstrom GR, Quirk JP. 1961 Role of
polysaccharides in stabilization of natural soil
aggregates. Nature 191, 1283-1284. (doi:10.1038/
1911283a0)

Dungait J, Ghee C, Rowan J, McKenzie B, Hawes C,
Dixon E, Paterson E, Hopkins D. 2013 Microbial
responses to the erosional redistribution of soil
organic carbon in arable fields. Soil Biol. Biochem.
60, 165-201. (doi:10.1016/j.50ilbi0.2013.01.027)
Lal R. 2015 A system approach to conservation
agriculture. J. Soil Water Conserv. 70, 82A—88A.
(doi:10.2489/jswc.70.4.82A)

Yan J, Wang YP, Zhou G, Li S, Yu G, Li K. 2011
Carbon uptake by karsts in the Houzhai Basin,
southwest China. J. Geophys. Res. Biogeosciences
116, G04012. (doi:10.1029/2011JG001686)

Durand N, Monger HC, Canti MG. 2010 Calcium
carbonate features. In Interpretation of
micromorphological features of soils and regoliths
(eds G Stoops, V Marcelino, F Mees), pp. 149-194.
Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Elsevier.

Monger HC, Daugherty LA, Lindemann WC, Liddell
(M. 1991 Microbial precipitation of pedogenic

83.

84.

85.

86.

8.

88.

89.

90.

9.

92.

93.

9%.

95.

calcite. Geology 19, 997-1000. (doi:10.1130/0091-
7613(1991)019<0997:MPOPC>2.3.C0;2)
Lowenstam HA, Weiner S. 1989 On
biomineralization. New York, NY: Oxford University
Press.

Phillips SE, Milnes A, Foster R. 1987 Calcified
filaments—an example of biological influences in
the formation of calcrete in South Australia. Soil Res.
25, 405-428. (doi:10.1071/SR9870405)

Hartmann J, West AJ, Renforth P, Kohler P, De La
Rocha CL, Wolf-Gladrow DA, Diirr HH, Scheffran J.
2013 Enhanced chemical weathering as a
geoengineering strategy to reduce atmospheric
carbon dioxide, supply nutrients, and mitigate
ocean acidification. Rev. Geophys. 51, 113-149.
(doi:10.1002/r0g.20004)

Beerling DJ et al. 2020 Potential for large-scale (0,
removal via enhanced rock weathering with
croplands. Nature 583, 242-248. (doi:10.1038/
$41586-020-2448-9)

Taylor LL, Quirk J, Thorley RMS, Kharecha PA,
Hansen J, Ridgwell A, Lomas MR, Banwart SA,
Beerling DJ. 2016 Enhanced weathering strategies
for stabilizing climate and averting ocean
acidification. Nat. Clim. Change 6, 402—406. (doi:10.
1038/nclimate2882)

Strefler J, Amann T, Bauer N, Kriegler E, Hartmann
J. 2018 Potential and costs of carbon dioxide
removal by enhanced weathering of rocks. Environ.
Res. Lett. 13, 034010. (doi:10.1088/1748-9326/
aaadcd)

Lenton TM. 2014 CHAPTER 3 The global potential
for carbon dioxide removal. In Geoengineering of the
climate system, pp. 52-79. London, UK: The Royal
Society of Chemistry.

Renforth P, Campbell JS. 2021 The role of soils in
the regulation of ocean acidification. Phil.

Trans. R. Soc. B 376, 20200174. (doi:10.1098/
rsth.2020.0174)

El-Gafy IKED, EI-Bably WF. 2016 Assessing
greenhouse gasses emitted from on-farm irrigation
pumps: case studies from Egypt. Ain Shams Eng. J.
7, 939-951. (doi:10.1016/j.asej.2015.07.001)
Solomon S, Qin D, Chen Z, Marquis M, Averyt KB,
Tignor M, Miller HL, Manning M. 2007 Climate
change 2007: the physical science basis.
Contribution of Working Group | to the Fourth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change. Cambridge, UK and New York,
NY: Cambridge University Press.

Chai R, Ye X, Ma C, Wang Q, Tu R, Zhang L, Gao H.
2019 Greenhouse gas emissions from synthetic
nitrogen manufacture and fertilization for main
upland crops in China. Carbon Balance Manag. 14,
20. (doi:10.1186/513021-019-0133-9)

Lal R. 2020 Food security impacts of the ‘4 per
Thousand’ initiative. Geoderma 374, 114427.
(doi:10.1016/j.geoderma.2020.114427)

Lal R. 2020 The role of industry and the private
sector in promoting the ‘4 per 1000’ initiative and
other negative emission technologies. Geoderma
378, 114613. (doi:10.1016/j.geoderma.2020.
114613)

9.

97.

98.

9.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

Dzombak B. 2021 The nation’s corn belt has lost a m

third of its topsoil. Smithson. Mag, 14 April 2021.
(See https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-
nature/scientists-say-nations-corn-belt-has-lost-
third-its-topsoil-180977485/).

Goldstein A et al. 2020 Protecting irrecoverable
carbon in Earth’s ecosystems. Nat. Clim. Change 10,
287-295. (doi:10.1038/541558-020-0738-8)

Cowie AL et al. 2018 Land in balance: the scientific
conceptual framework for Land Degradation
Neutrality. Environ. Sci. Policy 79, 25-35. (doi:10.
1016/j.envsci.2017.10.011)

Balmford A, Green RE, Scharlemann JPW. 2005
Sparing land for nature: exploring the potential
impact of changes in agricultural yield on the area
needed for crop production. Glob. Change Biol. 11,
1594-1605. (doi:10.1111/j.1365-2486.2005.
001035.x)

Pearce F. 2018 Sparing vs sharing: the great debate
over how to protect nature. New Haven, (T: Yale
Environment 360. See https://e360.yale.edu/
features/sparing-vs-sharing-the-great-debate-over-
how-to-protect-nature.

Feniuk C, Balmford A, Green RE. 2019 Land sparing
to make space for species dependent on natural
habitats and high nature value farmland.

Proc. R. Soc. B 286, 20191483. (doi:10.1098/rspb.
2019.1483)

Oldeman L. 1992 Global extent of soil degradation.
ISRIC. See https://edepot.wur.nl/299739.

Brevik EC ef al. 2020 Undergraduate degrees that
train students for soil science careers at universities
in the USA and its territories. Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J.
84, 1797-1807. (doi:10.1002/53j2.20140)
Hartemink AE et al. 2014 The joy of teaching soil
science. Geoderma 217-218, 1-9. (doi:10.1016/j.
geoderma.2013.10.016)

Tribal Adaptation Menu Team. 2019 Dibaginjigaadeg
Anishinaabe Ezhitwaad: a tribal climate adaptation
menu. Odanah, WI: Great Lakes Indian Fish and
Wildlife Commission.

Leonetti C. 2010 Indigenous stewardship methods
and NRCS conservation practices: guidebook.
Anchorage, AK: United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).

Lobry de Bruyn L, Jenkins A, Samson-Liebig S.
2017 Lessons learnt: sharing soil knowledge to
improve land management and sustainable soil use.
Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 81, 427-438. (doi:10.2136/
5553j2016.12.0403)

Havlin J, Balster N, Chapman S, Ferris D, Thompson
T, Smith T. 2010 Trends in soil science education
and employment. Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 74,
1429-1432. (doi:10.2136/5553j2010.0143)

U.S. Forest Service, Silvacarbon, University of
Michigan Biological Station. 2017 Taller de Metodos
y Estimacion de Carbono en Suelos - Pellston, M.
For. Serv. IP - LACC. See https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MI09tfGSSUY.

Novelo C. 2019 Estimation of carbon in soils
workshop at UMBS. Univ. Michigan Biol. Stn. See
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Lj2A8sV4ZU.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-22822-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-22822-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00421999
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00421999
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/agj2.20282
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/agj2.20282
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-101718-033129
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/aabf9f
http://dx.doi.org/10.1079/PAVSNNR201611009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2012.02665.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2012.02665.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/A:1016125726789
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/A:1016125726789
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/1911283a0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/1911283a0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.soilbio.2013.01.027
http://dx.doi.org/10.2489/jswc.70.4.82A
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2011JG001686
http://dx.doi.org/10.1130/0091-7613(1991)019%3C0997:MPOPC%3E2.3.CO;2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1130/0091-7613(1991)019%3C0997:MPOPC%3E2.3.CO;2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/SR9870405
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/rog.20004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2448-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2448-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nclimate2882
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nclimate2882
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/aaa9c4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/aaa9c4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2020.0174
http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2020.0174
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.asej.2015.07.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s13021-019-0133-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2020.114427
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2020.114613
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2020.114613
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/scientists-say-nations-corn-belt-has-lost-third-its-topsoil-180977485/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/scientists-say-nations-corn-belt-has-lost-third-its-topsoil-180977485/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/scientists-say-nations-corn-belt-has-lost-third-its-topsoil-180977485/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41558-020-0738-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2017.10.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2017.10.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2005.001035.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2005.001035.x
https://e360.yale.edu/features/sparing-vs-sharing-the-great-debate-over-how-to-protect-nature
https://e360.yale.edu/features/sparing-vs-sharing-the-great-debate-over-how-to-protect-nature
https://e360.yale.edu/features/sparing-vs-sharing-the-great-debate-over-how-to-protect-nature
http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2019.1483
http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2019.1483
https://edepot.wur.nl/299739
https://edepot.wur.nl/299739
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/saj2.20140
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2013.10.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2013.10.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2016.12.0403
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2016.12.0403
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2010.0143
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ml09tfGSSUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ml09tfGSSUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Lj2A8sV4ZU

m.

n2.

13.

4.

5.

Downloaded from https://royalsocietypublishing.org/ on 26 October 2021

116.

17.

SWAMP. In press. The SWAMP Toolbox. 2021. See
https:/www2.cifor.org/swamp-toolbox/.

Vaughan K, Pressler Y. 2021 For the love of
(teaching) soil. See https:/www.fortheloveofsoil.
org/educate.

Jelinski N. 2020 Soil Stories with Nic and Leanna.
See https:/anchor.fm/nic-jelinski.

Jelinski NA, Willenbring JK. 2015 252-3 Soil kitchen:
a cross-institutional mechanism for community
engagement and citizen-science centered around
the urban soil resource. In Synergy in science:
partnering for solutions: ASA-CSSA-SS5A
International Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN,
15-18 November 2015. https://scisoc.confex.
com/scisoc/2015am/webprogram/Paper94858.
html

US Forest Service Office of Tribal Relations and Tribal
Relations Program. 2018 USDA forest service tribal
relations: sovereign partners in shared stewardship.
USDA Forest Service Tribal Relations Strategic Plan
Fiscal Year 2019-2022. See https://naldc.nal.usda.
gov/catalog/7254459.

Tickell J, Tickell RH (directors). 2020 Kiss the Ground
(film). Big Picture Ranch, The Redford Center and
Benenson Productions. See https://
kissthegroundmovie.com/

Dzombak B. 2021 Using soil to make art: geologists
in California and Wyoming use unique palettes to
teach science. Smithson. Mag. See https:/www.
smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/meet-western-
soil-scientists-using-dirt-make-stunning-paints-
180976796/.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

Berhe AA. 2020 The dimate-change community
needs to address inequities. Time. See https:/time.
com/5864693/climate-change-racism/.

Carter TL, Jennings LL, Pressler Y, Gallo AC, Berhe
AA, Marin-Spiotta E, Shepard C, Ghezzehei T,
Vaughan KL. 2020 Towards diverse representation
and inclusion in soil science in the United States.
Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 1-12. (doi:10.1002/5aj2.20210)
Marin-Spiotta E, Barnes RT, Berhe AA, Hastings MG,
Mattheis A, Schneider B, Williams BM. 2020 Hostile
climates are barriers to diversifying the geosciences.
Adv. Geosci. 53, 117-127. (doi:10.5194/adgeo-53-
117-2020)

Artmann M, Sartison K. 2018 The role of urban
agriculture as a nature-based solution: a review for
developing a systemic assessment framework.
Sustainability 10, 1937. (doi:10.3390/5u10061937)
DeAngelis K, Mhuireach G, Ishaq S. 2020 City
compost programs turn garbage into ‘black gold’
that boosts food security and social justice. The
Conversation. See https:/theconversation.com/city-
compost-programs-turn-garbage-into-black-gold-
that-boosts-food-security-and-social-justice-136169.
Gregory MM, Leslie TW, Drinkwater LE. 2016
Agroecological and social characteristics of New York
city community gardens: contributions to urban
food security, ecosystem services, and
environmental education. Urban Ecosyst. 19,
763—794. (doi:10.1007/511252-015-0505-1)

Lal R. 2007 Soil science and the carbon civilization.
SOIL Sci. Soc. Am. J. 71, 1425-1437. (d0i:10.2136/
$552j2007.0001)

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

Hartemink AE, Gerzabek MH, Lal R, McSweeney K. n

2014 Soil carbon research priorities. In Soil carbon
(eds A Hartemink, K McSweeney), pp. 483-490.
Cham, Switzerland: Springer International
Publishing.

Salley S, Talbot C, Brown J. 2016 The Natural
Resources Conservation Service land resource
hierarchy and ecological sites. Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J.
80, 1-9. (doi:10.2136/555j2015.05.0305)

De Muynck W, De Belie N, Verstraete W. 2010
Microbial carbonate precipitation in construction
materials: a review. £col. £ng. 36, 118—136. (doi:10.
1016/j.ecoleng.2009.02.006)

DeJong JT, Soga K, Banwart SA, Whalley WR, Ginn TR,
Nelson DC, Mortensen BM, Martinez BC, Barkouki T.
2011 Soil engineering in vivo: hamessing natural
biogeochemical systems for sustainable, multi-
functional engineering solutions. J. R. Soc. Interface 8,
1-15. (doi:10.1098/rsif.2010.0270)

Crutzen PJ. 2006 The ‘Anthropocene’. In Earth
system science in the anthropocene (eds E Ehlers,
T Krafft), pp. 13-18. Berlin, Germany: Springer.
IPBES. 2019 Global assessment report on biodiversity
and ecosystem services of the intergovernmental
science. Bonn, Germany: Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.

Le Moal M et al. 2019 Eutrophication: a new wine
in an old bottle? Sci. Total Environ. 651, 1-11.
(doi:10.1016/j.scitotenv.2018.09.139)

Lal R, Horn R, Kosaki T. 2018 Soil and the
sustainable development goals. Stuttgart, Germany:
(atena-Scheizerbart.


https://www2.cifor.org/swamp-toolbox/
https://www2.cifor.org/swamp-toolbox/
https://www.fortheloveofsoil.org/educate
https://www.fortheloveofsoil.org/educate
https://www.fortheloveofsoil.org/educate
https://anchor.fm/nic-jelinski
https://anchor.fm/nic-jelinski
https://scisoc.confex.com/scisoc/2015am/webprogram/Paper94858.html
https://scisoc.confex.com/scisoc/2015am/webprogram/Paper94858.html
https://scisoc.confex.com/scisoc/2015am/webprogram/Paper94858.html
https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/catalog/7254459
https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/catalog/7254459
https://kissthegroundmovie.com/
https://kissthegroundmovie.com/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/meet-western-soil-scientists-using-dirt-make-stunning-paints-180976796/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/meet-western-soil-scientists-using-dirt-make-stunning-paints-180976796/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/meet-western-soil-scientists-using-dirt-make-stunning-paints-180976796/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/meet-western-soil-scientists-using-dirt-make-stunning-paints-180976796/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/meet-western-soil-scientists-using-dirt-make-stunning-paints-180976796/
https://time.com/5864693/climate-change-racism/
https://time.com/5864693/climate-change-racism/
https://time.com/5864693/climate-change-racism/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/saj2.20210
http://dx.doi.org/10.5194/adgeo-53-117-2020
http://dx.doi.org/10.5194/adgeo-53-117-2020
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su10061937
https://theconversation.com/city-compost-programs-turn-garbage-into-black-gold-that-boosts-food-security-and-social-justice-136169
https://theconversation.com/city-compost-programs-turn-garbage-into-black-gold-that-boosts-food-security-and-social-justice-136169
https://theconversation.com/city-compost-programs-turn-garbage-into-black-gold-that-boosts-food-security-and-social-justice-136169
https://theconversation.com/city-compost-programs-turn-garbage-into-black-gold-that-boosts-food-security-and-social-justice-136169
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11252-015-0505-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2007.0001
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2007.0001
http://dx.doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2015.05.0305
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoleng.2009.02.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoleng.2009.02.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2010.0270
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2018.09.139

	The role of soil in regulation of climate
	Soils in the regulation of climate
	Soils as a sink and source of atmospheric carbon dioxide
	Soil organic carbon
	Soil inorganic carbon 

	Soils as a sink and source of non-CO2 greenhouse gases
	Other climate impacts of soils

	Managing soils to better deliver regulation of climate
	Increasing soil organic carbon sequestration
	Increasing soil inorganic carbon sequestration
	Enhanced weathering
	Other climate benefits from better soil management

	What is needed to put improved management of soils into practice?
	Policy needs
	Education needs
	Research needs

	Conclusion
	Data accessibility
	Authors' contributions
	Competing interests
	Funding
	References


