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In August 2019, the American Chemical Society Division of
Carbohydrate Chemistry (CARB) celebrated its 100th

anniversary with a symposium at the ACS National Meeting in
San Diego. Coupled with the symposium was an enjoyable
reception at the home of a local Division member. None of us
could have predicted at the time that a global pandemic would
arise to prevent the Division from meeting in person for the
foreseeable future. This special issue of The Journal of Organic
Chemistry, “A New Era of Discovery in Carbohydrate
Chemistry”, is meant to further commemorate CARB’s first
century. As part of this commemoration, we detail below a brief
history of the Division, which was made easier to assemble due
to the recent digitization of the Division’s archives since 1946
(Figures 1−4). Soon, a home for this digital resource will make it
accessible to the public.

Over its first 100 years, CARB has evolved from an
organization focused on sugar chemistry and sugar processing
to one largely addressing chemical and biochemical aspects of
carbohydrates to, more recently, one that also addresses the
biological aspects of carbohydrate science. The Division remains

a premier place to present new advances in carbohydrate science
across a wide range of research areas and serves as a welcoming
place for the increasingly diverse range of scientists and
engineers who work in carbohydrate science. As CARB enters
its second century, the Division will continue to evolve and to
play an important role in the dissemination of carbohydrate-
related research in addition to nurturing the careers of its
practitioners and building community.
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Figure 1. 1919−1939: CARB’s first 20 years.

Figure 2. 1940−1963: Years of growth and growing pains.
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Notes
Views expressed in this editorial are those of the authors and not
necessarily the views of the ACS.
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Figure 3. 1964−1990: Increasing diversity in leadership and new
awards to recognize a broader range of scientists.

Figure 4. 1991−2020: New awards, female colleagues gain more
visibility, a pandemic and perhaps another name change.
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