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Abstract
Asearlyasagesix,girlsreporthighermathanxietythanboys,andchildrenofboth
gendersbegintoendorsethestereotypethatmalesarebetteratmaththanfemales.
However,veryfewstudieshaveexaminedtheemergenceofmathattitudesinchild-
hood,ortheroleparentsmayplayintheirtransmission.Thepresentstudyisthefirstto
investigatetheconcordanceofmultipleimplicitandexplicitmathattitudesandbeliefs
between6-and10-year-oldchildrenandtheirparents.Datafromimplicitassocia-
tiontasks(IATs)revealthatbothparentsandtheirchildrenhaveimplicitassociations
betweenmathanddifficulty,butonlyparentssignificantlyassociatedmathwithmales.
Notably,males(fathersandsons)weremorelikelythanfemales(mothersanddaugh-
ters)toidentifyassomeonewholikesmath(insteadofreading),suggestinggender
differencesinacademicpreferencesemergeearlyandremainconsistentthroughout
adulthood.Critically,weprovidethefirstevidencethatbothmothers’andfathers’atti-
tudesaboutmathrelatetoarangeofmathattitudesandbeliefsheldbytheirchildren,
particularlytheirdaughters.Resultssuggestthatgirlsmaybeespeciallysensitiveto

!

!

"

"

#

$ !"#$%"&%'()*"+,#-.+%+"/# '01# 2 3 42 # % & ' ( ) * +


