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counter to the temporal and spatial variability in a state’s footprint, especially in those cases where a state
expanded and endured across a larger region. In this article, we suggest that states are more fruitfully seen as
dynamic assemblages that leaders, as well as other agents, attempt to manipulate to achieve their desires.
Reconstructing these desires is most feasible at a meso-scale where broader patterns across local assemblages can
be more easily discerned. To demonstrate the utility of this approach, we consider the Wari expansion into the
southern coast of Peru during the Middle Horizon (AD 600-1000). The variation in Wari-related flows provides

insights into the limits and ancillary effects of state-making in the region.

1. Introduction

Sometime in the seventh century AD, the Wari state expanded out of
the central highlands of present-day Peru. Widespread exchange and
emulation of Wari-style objects define the Middle Horizon (AD
600-1000), and dozens of outlying settlements have been located that
likely housed Wari-affiliated colonists (Schreiber, 1992; Isbell, 2009).
Interpretations of the Wari phenomenon have varied over time,
following general trends in the interpretation of early states. The first
Wari models were of an all-powerful empire that conquered and
controlled a wide swath of the central Andes (Menzel, 1968; Lumbreras,
1974a). Subsequent interpretations often question the reach, economics,
and political organization of the polity (see chapters in Castillo and
Jennings, 2014; Jennings, 2010). Although there is now wide recogni-
tion that the state’s impact varied substantially across time and space,
we remain mired in debate regarding how Wari might be best
characterized.

In this article, we argue that our understanding of Wari expansionary
dynamics, and those of early states in general, have been limited in two
related ways. First, models of the Wari state and its expansion remain
grounded in stage-of-development approaches inherited from the
Enlightenment (Graeber and Wengrow, 2021; Jennings, 2016; Yoffee,

2005). Normative expectations come with these approaches—a state
should be organized in a certain manner—but more importantly for our
present purposes is the underlying assumption in stage-of-development
approaches of the state as a fixed, interlocking suite of institutions in
place prior to expansion. The expanding state, in whatever form it might
have held, is conceived of as a constant, while environmental change,
local conditions, and other factors cause the temporal and spatial dif-
ferences seen in the archaeological record.

The second way in which studies of Wari expansionary dynamics
have been limited is in the scales of analysis typically used to evaluate
the phenomenon. On the one hand, Wari tends to be studied at the
macro-level: the polity as a whole is considered, albeit often by pulling
together data from a few better-studied sites and valleys (e.g., Cook,
2001; Isbell, 2006). On the other hand, Wari scholars also work at a
more micro-level, using data from a site or valley and then extrapolating
out to the state and its role in the Middle Horizon (e.g., Bélisle, 2015;
Glowacki, 2014). Both approaches seek, writ large or writ small, to
uncover the true nature of the Wari state. Temporal and spatial vari-
ability needs to be explained away to get to the essence of a state that
was consistent in its organization and intentions across the central Andes
and throughout much of the Middle Horizon. Since the “essence” of Wari
is dependent upon where and how one investigates (Isbell and McEwan,
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1991: 9-10), the debates about the polity remain polarized.

This paper seeks to move beyond these debates by considering new
perspectives on the state as an assemblage that was always in the making
and locally constituted. With these theoretical concepts in mind, we
evaluate the roles that Wari played on the southern coast of Peru from
the Nasca to Moquegua Valleys (Fig. 1). As in other regions, significant
differences in Wari’s impact preclude the use of a particular site or valley
as a microcosm for the rest of the southern coast. Much is also obscured
in macro-scale approaches encompassing the entire state that might
portray, for example, all sites with imported Wari pottery as contem-
poraneous. A meso-scale of analysis allows us to better ‘see’ the temporal
and spatial rhythms of Wari assemblage-making across the southern
coast. We argue that the state in southern Peru is these rhythms, a
coming together and breaking apart of interrelated ideas, objects, sites,
people, animals, and other things that both changed significantly over
time and was widely manipulated and emulated by local actors (e.g.,
Joyce and Mukerji, 2017; Smith, 2015).

2. Stages, assemblages, state expansions, and scales of analysis

The question of how early states expanded was easily answered for
most of the twentieth century. Following Enlightenment thinkers, ar-
chaeologists posited a progression from mobile hunter-gatherers to the
first states (e.g., Fried, 1967; Service, 1962). Even as an increasing va-
riety of pathways to the state were recognized (e.g., McCormick Adams,
1972; Steward, 1972), their expansions unfolded in the same way: an
urban, class-based society formed, military expansion was required to
obtain resources, and outlying groups either lacked the wherewithal to
resist state advances or were eager to be civilized. The state crashed like
a wave across a region and then remained in place until its collapse from
internal rot or invasion.

Aspects of this narrative of the early state began to break down in the
1970s. The breakdown was part of the post-processual reaction to
restrictive evolutionary typologies that defined states as regionally
organized societies composed of a ruling class, commoner class, and a
highly centralized and internally specialized government (Johnson and
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Earle, 1987: 246; Marcus and Feinman, 1998: 4). The re-thinking of
early state expansion was also a reflection of increasing, more sustained,
fieldwork beyond major urban centers. Previously, a few markers were
employed—a pottery style, the use of cylinder seals—to define a state’s
boundaries. As more people worked in the hinterland, they noted
considerable variability in a state’s impact, and the rising popularity of
the world systems approach in archaeology brought a greater attention
to different kinds of long-distance interaction (e.g. Champion, 1989;
Kardulias and Hall, 2008). By the, 1990s, scholars were seeking more
fulsome explanations for how states emerged in different regions and
why their expansions varied (e.g., Possehl, 1990; Mattingly, 1997).

The recognition of considerable variability in a state’s broader
impact, however, left other aspects of early state conceptualizations
unchallenged. In treating the transition to the state as a phase change,
the institutions that composed the state are seen to have been in place at
the inception of the phase (Yoffee, 2005). Through the aughts, states
might be seen as more volatile (Alt, 2006), heterarchical (Kenoyer,
2008), or weaker (Stein, 2002), but they remained a fixed entity that
existed external to individuals and their interactions. We could point,
albeit vaguely, to something out there that was a state that encompassed
a population and lasted for centuries. It was “a ‘real-concrete’ agent with
will, power, and activity of its own” (Abrahms, 1988: 69). Although a
change in state organization was possible, the transition tended to be
construed as another phase change from one political structure to the
next—a shift akin to the Roman Republic becoming an empire.

In a similar manner, critiques posited spatial variation largely as the
effects of external factors acting on the state. Scholars noted that the
“tyranny of distance”, for example, made it difficult for states to extend
their reach (Bairoch, 1988: 211), and that local leaders routinely
repurposed state exports and ideas to meet their needs (Hodos, 2017).
These and other insights provided a far richer understanding of the
many ways that state expansions could impact lives on the periphery,
but a conceit nonetheless remained of a state apparatus existing in the
core that was attempting to exercise its interests abroad. Although riven
with factionalism and other court intrigue, the state emanated out from
the core into variable encounters that reshaped how its plans were
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Fig. 1. Map of southern Peru showing the valleys and sites mentioned in the text. The inset map shows the map’s location within Peru (in red), as well as the spread

of Wari-related objects (in green).
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implemented on the ground.

Over the last decade, there has been increasing interest in recon-
ceptualising states as assemblages (Allen, 2011; Miiller, 2015; Smith,
2015). Drawing from a number of theoretical paradigms from both
within and outside of archaeology (Chapman, 2000; DeLanda, 2006;
Hodder, 2012; Latour, 1993), this approach looks at how ideas, objects,
sites, people, animals and other things come together into what can be
considered a single whole. Humans are de-centered in many of these
approaches (Cipolla et al., 2021)—each thing in an assemblage has its
own “affordances’’ that enable, limit, or channel interactions within and
between assemblages in different ways (Bennett, 2010: 34). Assem-
blages, in turn, have their own unique affordances. They are thus
different from the sum of their parts, often with unanticipated features
that are beyond the control of the things that constitute them. Assem-
blages are always in flux as conditions change, coming together and
falling apart at different scales and in novel ways (DeLanda, 2006: 18).

A state is an exercise in extending sovereignty through violence, gift
giving, charisma, and other mechanisms (Graeber and Wengrow,
2021:431). State-making, especially in the ancient world, can be seen as
an attempt at the impossible: to create and continually exercise power
over a vast, ever-shifting, assemblage of unexpected affordances. The
human capacity for empathy, forethought, and cooperation nonetheless
gives us a heightened capacity to constrain an assemblage’s inherent
fluidity by continually asserting how things should “properly” come
together (Deleuze and Guattari, 1987: 20).

Leaders attempt to create and maintain states through interrelated
processes of what Deleuze and Guattari call coding, stratification, and
territorialisation. Delanda suggests that these processes serve as
“knobs” that can be adjusted in an effort to mold an assemblage into the
form of one’s choosing (2016:3). Coding is the use of text, art, archi-
tecture, and other elements to manufacture desires and expectations that
naturalize the existence of a current assemblage (also see Larkin, 2013;
Wilkinson, 2019). Stratification and territorialisation are the acts,
respectively, that assert the relationships between the elements within
an assemblage, such as between a leader and subjects, and inscribe these
relationships on the landscape. In this manner, code is entered into
particular locations within an assemblage to serve as knobs that can be
adjusted to maintain its overall form. Over time, seemingly simple acts
such as how one enters a house or offers a greeting become unconscious
habits that help to provide some solidity to an assemblage (Bourdieu,
1977; Ortner, 2006). Other actors, however, can adjust the knobs to
accelerate change.

Conceiving of states as assemblages forces us to see temporal and
spatial variability in a new light. If assemblages are in continual flux,
then we should expect change over time as coding, stratification, and
territorialisation efforts can only mitigate the inherent fluidity of an
assemblage. As scholars, we can draw a line around an assemblage and
call it a state, but then that line will need to be redrawn again and again
as the assemblage changes across space and time. State leaders perform a
similar exercise in order to make a polity legible (e.g., Scott, 1998), with
their knob-tuning occurring on multiple societal levels to shape an
assemblage to their liking. Rival leaders, as well as many other things,
have their own desires that they bring to bear during assemblage crea-
tion (Colebrook, 2002). State making thus occurs in many places at
once—in a field, temple, or along a road—with each encounter between
things producing a smaller-scale assemblage that, when combined with
thousands of others, forms the larger assemblage of the state. Seen in this
light, temporal and spatial variability in a state’s footprint is not a by-
product of its expansion over a variegated landscape that obscures the
essence of the state, this variability is the state.

Adequately capturing this variability is difficult at both the macro-
and micro-level of analysis. At the macro-level, it is too unwieldy to
encapsulate ever-shifting assemblages across space and time. Scholars
are therefore forced to accept higher levels of simplification in some
aspects of their models, in order to better capture complexities in other
areas. By bringing certain aspects of state expansion and organization
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into focus, however, other aspects—and the links between
them—necessarily recede from view. Understanding the expansion of
the state from the micro-level is also problematic. Since there is wide
variation across time and space, data, no matter how fine-grained, from
one particular site or locale cannot serve as a microcosm for what was
happening in other regions. We often lose sight of the trees in the macro-
level, but more clearly “seeing” each individual tree does not give us the
composition of the forest.

In An Archaeology of Interaction (2011), Carl Knappett emphasizes the
need to produce more meso-level scales of analysis that can bridge
micro- and macro-scale approaches. On its own, a meso-scale analysis is
also flawed; both the big picture and the fine-grained details are fuzzy.
Yet the value of a meso-scale approach is that it nonetheless provides a
better vantage point to observe patterns of assemblage creation and
unravelling across a region that can speak to broader campaigns of
coding, stratification, and territorialisation by state actors. We can see
communities of practice emerging across a few valleys, for example, or
trace the path of immigrants from the coast into the mountains. Espe-
cially when combined with micro- and macro-level approaches, a meso-
scale analysis holds the promise of a richer, more nuanced rendering of
how the earliest expansive states were assembled. In this article, we
attempt to show the value of working at the meso-scale by examining the
Wari impact on the southern coast of Peru.

3. Assembling Wari

By the beginning of the twentieth century, scholars had recognized a
widespread Wari artistic style that would later be used to define the
Middle Horizon period (Uhle, 1991[1903]). The style’s source, howev-
er, would only be accepted in the 1950s, when further excavations and
reconnaissance at Huari confirmed Julio C. Tello’s earlier assertions of
the style coming from this sprawling Pre-Columbian city (1942, 2009
[1931]). Tello, like many archaeologists of his day, championed the idea
of mother cultures that then diffused across a wider area. Huari, the city,
was the spring from which the Wari culture (and style) flowed. In
contrast, Rowe, Bennett, and other scholars working the 1950s and
1960s looked at Wari through a culture history approach that placed
greater emphasis on uncovering the particular political, economic, and
social institutions that made broader diffusion possible (Rowe, 1962;
Rowe et al., 1950; Bennett, 1953). With little additional data in hand,
these scholars were hesitant to provide definitive institutional charac-
terizations to what Bennett referred to as “the Wari problem”
(1953:114).

Further work at Huari and its environs into the 1970s culminated in
an article by Isbell and Schreiber (1978) that was entitled “Was Huari a
state?”. The authors answered in the affirmative, and also joined a rising
chorus of scholars who suggested that Wari might be best described as
an empire that conquered much of Peru (e.g., Gonzalez Carré and Galvez
Pérez, 1977; Lumbreras, 1974; Menzel, 1968). Alternatives to empire
would follow in the 1980s. These counter models also envisioned Wari
from a macro-level. Wari sites were conceived as rival city-states
(Paulsen, 1989), or the Wari capital was just one of many interacting
peer polities (Shady Solis, 1988). Neither the monolithic imperial model
nor its alternatives proved satisfactory as archaeologists conducted more
fieldwork in outlying regions. In one valley, the Middle Horizon might
have been a period of massive change. Wari colonists arrived, agricul-
ture was intensified, and villages were uprooted (e.g., Schreiber, 1987).
In a neighbouring valley, the changes could be far subtler with little
evidence for direct state intervention (e.g., Meddens, 1991). One size fits
all models were not working.

In 1992, Schreiber published Wari Imperialism in Middle Horizon Peru,
a book that explained the spatial variability in Wari’s impact as a
function of adjusted governance. For Schreiber, Wari’s military conquest
of the central Andes was followed by the establishment of a “mosaic of
control” that tailored administration based on local conditions and re-
sources (1992:269). The state invested heavily in some regions, while
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leaving others indirectly controlled via relationships with local leaders.
Spatial variability in this model was thus a product of external factors.
“Wari,” as Schreiber (1992:275) argued, “conquered much of the central
Andes, and established political control and economic control over its
domain.”—it was an autonomous actor whose internal organization
would remain largely stable throughout the Middle Horizon.

Schreiber’s model was highly influential in Wari studies. Following
her lead, many scholars sought to fill in the tiles of the mosaic through
more micro-scale analysis of particular sites and valleys (e.g., Glowacki,
2002; Williams et al., 2001). If local factors that caused variability in the
state’s impact could be controlled for, then the hope was that Wari’s
underlying structure could be revealed. At the same time, efforts to
capture the variable impact of expanding states were also occurring in
other regions of the world (e.g., Algaze, 1993; Berden et al., 1996).
Many of these models stressed economic hegemony rather than imperial
conquest—the state ‘expanded’ by asserting its interests over at least
nominally independent groups—and made the relationship between
colonists, their home communities, and the political leadership a more
open question. By the early 2000s, some Wari scholarship was also
echoing these themes, as well as considering how Wari-inspired ideas
and objects could spread beyond the state’s reach (e.g., Chapdelaine,
2010; Topic and Topic, 2010). This work complicated the reasons
behind Wari’s spatial variability but left intact the notion of a state with
a “will, power, and activity of its own” (Abrahms, 1988: 69).

Explorations of Wari’s temporal variability have been similarly
constrained. As in other regions of the world, the first radiocarbon dates
for the Pre-Columbian Andes occurred in the years following World War
II. The Middle Horizon was defined on the southern coast of Peru in the
1950s (Rowe, 1962). However the small number of samples taken, as
well as the larger error ranges associated with the samples, meant that
little could be said about change over time across the Middle Horizon.
The first discussions of Wari’s organization were therefore undifferen-
tiated across the four-hundred-year period. Menzel’s ceramic seriation
of Wari ceramics nonetheless suggested that a “severe crisis” had
occurred midway through the Middle Horizon (1964:69)—she also
highlighted considerable spatial variability in styles. Menzel’s seriation
was widely adopted, with scholars noting the styles that they found in
their respective regions (also see Cook, 1994). A larger number of more
accurate radiocarbon dates also provided a greater sense of how Wari’s
impact varied across time. Yet this variation was often framed as
happening to Wari. Wari, for example, might take longer to reach a
location, get taken up through different local mechanisms, or get thrown
out early (Isbell, 2010).

Schreiber, once again, played an important role in recognizing
temporal variation in Wari governance. Wari Imperialism in Middle Ho-
rizon Peru (1992) also contained an in-depth discussion of the state’s
footprint in the Sondondo Valley. A tile in her mosaic of control,
Schreiber suggested that Wari investment changed dramatically in the
valley after the state consolidated its control over the valley in the late
Middle Horizon. She would outline a ninth century transition across the
polity in a later publication (2001). At the same time, Isbell’s recon-
struction of Huari’s urban history noted considerable change in the
city’s organization over time (Isbell, 1997; Isbell William, 2001; Isbell,
2009), and a surge of survey and excavations in the mid-1990s to today
has only further emphasized the wide variation in Wari’s temporal
footprint (see chapters in Castillo and Jennings, 2014; Jennings, 2010).
Most discussions of Wari writ large nonetheless remain implicitly
atemporal because Wari is still broadly conceived as both arriving in a
phase change at the inception of the Middle Horizon and enduring as a
fixed entity that existed external to, or above, individuals and their
interactions.

Today’s wide recognition of spatial and temporal variability in
Wari’s organization and impact therefore stands in opposition to an
entrenched conceptualization of the state that can be traced back at least
to the Enlightenment. The problems with this Enlightenment concep-
tualization of the state, as discussed in the previous section, are now well
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known. Yet as Bawden argued more than three decades ago (1989: 328),
instead of “grappling with the problem head on we perform some
admirable intellectual contortions in order to maintain the “state” as an
analytical unit.” This article argues that thinking of the state as an
assemblage provides a means to move beyond this impasse by allowing
us to think of the state as being continually reconstituted by many en-
counters between things. The efforts to code, stratify, and territorialize
these encounters—to constrain the inherent fluidity of thousands of
fluid assemblages scattered across the central Andes—was state-making.
Understanding the roles that Wari leaders and other actors played in
these assemblages can perhaps best be seen on the meso-scale where we
can begin to identify some of the broader patterns without losing
nuance. In this article, we attempt to show the value of working at this
scale by examining the Wari impact on the southern coast of Peru.

4. The southern coast of Peru

In this article, we define the southern coast of Peru as the region from
Nasca to the country’s current border with Chile. Within this region,
there are 14 major drainages that run from the western flanks of the
Andes through a wide coastal plain to the Pacific Ocean (Kennan, 2000;
Thouret et al., 2007; Vidal and Javier, 1981) (See Fig. 1). The natural
vegetation throughout much of this region is sparse, consisting of
perennial grasses, semi-woody shrubs, and various cacti (Kuentz et al.,
2012). Rainfall largely occurs from January through March, with fluc-
tuations in the amount of precipitation over the centuries having a
significant impact on human populations (Dillehay and Kolata, 2004;
Guillet, 1992; Winsborough et al., 2012). The southern coast’s arid
environment confines most arable land, and hence larger, more seden-
tary populations, to those portions of the entrenched river valleys where
irrigation is possible (Gelles, 2000; Guillet, 1992;Gelles, 2000; Guillet,
1992; Machtle et al., 2009; Trawick, 2003). Most of this arable land on
the coastal plain is mid-valley, closer to the foothills of the Andes than to
the Pacific Coast (Conlee, 2021; Scaffidi, 2018).

From at least the first millennium BC, the coastal plain of southern
Peru has been crisscrossed by pathways that connected population
centers to resource zones and ritual sites (Cardona Rosas, 2008; Reid,
2020, Jennings et al., 2018; Yépez Alvarez et al. 2018; Edwards, 2021).
The circulation of products, ideas, and people along these trails helped
communities minimize risk against localized disturbances, as well as
from earthquakes, severe El Ninos, and other disasters (Pulgar Vidal,
1981) . Rock art sites located along these trails feature a shared ico-
nography that suggests sporadic contact across much of the southern
coast by the first millennium BC, and Nasca stylistic influence on some
textiles, alongside the rare imported object down to the Tambo Valley,
hint at increasing long-distance interaction by the end of the Early In-
termediate Period (Haeberli, 2009; van Hoek, 2018; Szykulski and
Wanot, 2021).

Most people in the southern coast in the centuries preceding the
Middle Horizon lived as agropastoralists in small, isolated, and largely
egalitarian, villages (Disselhoff, 1969; Goldstein, 2005; Jennings, 2002;
Lozada et al., 2018; Wernke, 2003, 2011; Santos Ramirez, 1976). The
exception to this general trend was the Nasca and neighboring Acari
Valleys that hosted larger, socially stratified populations (Kent and
Kowta, 1994; Menzel and Riddell, 1986; Valdez, 2009a; Silverman and
Proulx, 2002). More arid conditions by the end of the Early Intermediate
Period (200 BC — 600 AD) placed considerable stress on both valleys
(Beresford-Jones et al., 2009; Schreiber and Lancho, 2003; Silverman,
2002; Valdez, 2009b). Violence increased, intra-regional religious ties
broke down, and local leaders consolidated power (Forgey, 2006; Isla
and Reindel, 2005; Knudson et al., 2009; Valdez, 2009b). By AD 600,
shifting desert was smothering agricultural land and aridity intensified
(Eitel et al., 2005; Machtle et al., 2009).
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4.1. Huari’s coalescence and early colonization

The societal turmoil in Nasca at the end of the Early Intermediate
Period would have not gone unnoticed in Ayacucho, the highland valley
that would soon become the heartland of the Wari polity. Nasca sits at
the terminus of a natural corridor to the Pacific from Ayacucho-
—obsidian from Ayacucho had been widely used in Nasca for thousands
of years (Burger and Glascock, 2000; Eerkens et al., 2010)—and Nasca
influence became widespread on Ayacucho ceramics by the sixth cen-
tury AD (Doi, 2019; Knobloch, 1983; Leoni, 2006; Menzel, 1964). Im-
migrants from Nasca may have had a direct hand in the evolving pottery
styles (Eitel and Machtle, 2009; Schreiber, 2005; Valdez et al., 2016),
and possible Ayacucho-style architecture in Nasca at Huaca del Loro and
Huayuncalla hints at immigrants coming down to the coast (Conlee
et al., 2021; Paulsen, 1983; Sossna 2014).

In Ayacucho, Huari was one of a number of competing ritual centers
(Ochatoma Paravicino et al., 2015; Isbell et al., 1991). The coastal mi-
grations and influence, coupled with rising intra-valley violence, may
have driven rapid population movement from villages into Huari at the
beginning of the seventh century (Valdez and Valdez, 2021). The rapidly
expanding city, at least initially, appears to have been organized around
competing kin groups who lived next to each other and worshiped
together (Isbell, 2009; Perez, 1999). Craft specialization and social
stratification skyrocketed, and a violent ideology that celebrated
conquest and domination appeared (Bergh, 2012). The work of assem-
bling a state within the confines of Huari’s house compounds and
D-shaped temples was just getting underway when Wari’s first colonies
were established hundreds of kilometers away in the mid-seventh cen-
tury (Table 1).

By far, the most intensive and far-reaching colonization effort
occurred in the Nasca region. Most of these settlements were in the
valley’s highest reaches (2000-3500 masl), where 40 Wari-affiliated
sites have been identified (Edwards, 2010; Edwards and Schreiber,
2014; Isla and Reindel, 2014; Sossna, 2014). Many have Wari-style
rectilinear compounds and mausoleum tombs with multiple burials
(Conlee, 2011; Cuadrado and Johny, 2009; Isla Cuadrado, 2001). At
least two have D-shaped temples. Many of these sites are located on or
around Pre-Columbian trails leading down from the sierra. These same
trails are also linked to Wari-affiliated sites in the upper valley
(800-2000 masl). The best known of the upper valley settlements are
Lambrasniyoq and Pataraya, both small sites with rectangular com-
pounds, mausoleum- style tombs, and extensive agricultural terraces
(Edwards and Schreiber, 2014; Isla and Reindel, 2014; Sossna, 2014).
Pataraya is the best-dated Wari site in the region with an occupation
between AD 687 and 1021 (Edwards and Schreiber, 2014) (Fig. 2). Wari
colonies were also found in Nasca’s middle valley (400-800 masl). The
most famous is Pacheco, known for its three tons of smashed ceramic
offerings (Isbell and Cook, 2002; Menzel, 1964, 1968; Tello, 2002).
Another mid-valley settlement was Huaca del Loro, a 20-ha site con-
taining Wari-style rectilinear compounds, a D-shaped temple, large
quantities of cotton, hybrid burial practices, and houses constructed in
the local style (Conlee et al., 2021; Strong, 1957; Tello, 2002) (Fig. 3).

Although only a few of the Wari-affiliated sites are well dated,
archaeological, isotopic, and DNA evidence suggest that the Wari and
Nasca regions were closely intertwined by the end of the seventh century
with people and influence moving both directions (Conlee, 2021;
Fehren-Schmitz et al., 2014; Knobloch, 1983, 2005). This is perhaps
most clearly seen at La Tiza, a local site in the middle valley associated
with more than 70 mausoleum-style tombs. The tombs have high status
items including copper tupu pins and Spondylus shell objects, and at least
two foreigners from the highlands were buried in them (Buzon et al.,
2012; Conlee et al., 2009) (Fig. 4). An increase in obsidian from Aya-
cucho is documented during this period, as is the introduction of high-
land style textiles (Conlee, 2016; Mills and Conlee, 2019). The domestic
contexts range from AD 651-888 and the burials AD 773-1025. If La
Tiza’s residents welcomed the Wari intrusion, others did not—those
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living in the site of Zorropata (AD 416-773) rejected Wari influence and
assembled sling-stones along walls that faced the colonists living at
Huaca del Loro (Kerchusky, 2018).

The Wari state in Nasca, at a minimum, was assembled in the in-
teractions between people, animals, and goods moving along the high-
land/coastal trails. Some also became entangled with the state when
acquiring new prestige objects, emulating styles, and marrying new-
comers. Assembling Wari subjects, however, seems to have taken place
primarily in the sustained face-to-face encounters that occurred at feasts
and other ritually charged events held within Wari house compounds
and D-shaped temples (Cook, 2001; Jennings et al., 2021). Extensive
archaeological research has been conducted in these spaces, demon-
strating that hosts served copious amounts of meat and beer to a few
dozen guests on Wari-style serving wares (Nash, 2011). In some cases,
this beer was laced with a powerful hallucinogen to create a communal
psychotropic experience (Biwer et al., 2022).

At least one mid-seventh century AD Wari-affiliated group chose to
travel south-eastward from the Nasca region, passing along the same
coastal trails where Wari objects and ideas were beginning to circulate.
This group founded a colony at Cerro Bail in the upper Moquegua
Valley, possibly bringing with them a group of followers from Nasca who
continued to manufacture ceramics in their homeland’s style during the
colony’s first decades (Moseley et al., 2005) (Figs. 5 and 6). Cerro Batl
was a mesa of religious importance prior to their arrival (Williams,
2001). The local Huaracane people, however, lived lower in the valley
where more arable land was available. The earliest Wari constructions
on the mesa include house compounds (Moseley et al., 2005; Williams,
2001; Williams and Nash, 2016:141). The most notable of these resi-
dences was a large walled complex dubbed the Palace by its excavators
that contained the finest architecture, pottery, and luxury goods in the
colony (Nash, 2017; Nash and Williams, 2005). At around the same
time, the colonists built a tiered platform that was aligned with a snow-
capped mountain peak and directly fronted by a sunken plaza (Williams
and Nash, 2006; Williams and Nash, 2016). Another platform mound
was constructed in alignment to a second peak (Williams and Nash,
2016:142). Two D-shaped temples were built around the same time.
More Wari-affiliated colonists settled nearby in Cerro Mejia (Nash,
2017). A mix of Huaracane families, perhaps intermingled with house-
holds originated from Nasca and other regions, lived in more ephemeral
structures along the flanks of both sites.

As was the case in Ayacucho and Nasca, Wari statecraft primarily
took place within house compounds and temples in Moquegua.
Repeatedly hosting events in small plazas and interior building spaces
was critical to their success, as was their privileged access to the
obsidian and other long-distance goods that may have been distributed
in these settings (Williams and Nash, 2016, 2021; Vining, 2005). Over
time, these relationships allowed the colonists to obtain control over the
labor of the other populations who migrated into the valley. Their labor
was used to support elite lifestyles, as well as the irrigation and terracing
of the upper Moquegua Valley (Williams et al., 2002). The colonists’
inroads into the middle Moquegua Valley, however, were limited. Wari
influence on ceramics, cuisine, and burial practices can be found at a few
sites, such as Yahuay Alta (Costion, 2009; Biwer, 2019), but the only
Wari-affiliated group to settle in the middle Moquegua Valley were
those who founded a single compound at Cerro Trapiche during the
seventh century AD. They lived with Huaracane families at the settle-
ment, and hosted feasts and other events (Goldstein, 2005; Green, 2015;
Green and Goldstein, 2010). Their success in creating Wari subjects
appear to have been limited, however, and it is currently uncertain how
they interacted with the Tiwanaku colonists who had come down from
the Lake Titicaca region and settled in this part of the valley (Goldstein,
2005).

Although those who settled in Moquegua walked through Arequipa,
we have no evidence for Wari colonies in the region during the early
Middle Horizon. The arrival of Wari settlers in Nasca is nonetheless
correlated with widening coastal interaction from Acari to Majes that
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Table 1
Calibrated radiocarbon dates from Wari-related contexts in southern Peru.
Nasca
Site 14C Age (BP)  +/-BP  Calibrated Age Reference
GRANDE VALLEY (300 masl)
Los Molinos 1 1277 37 682-748 AD (26.5%) 767-889 AD (69.0%) Unkel et al. 2012, supplementary table
Los Molinos 2 1290 36 680-754 AD (37.9%) 766-884 AD (57.5%) Unkel et al. 2012, supplementary table
Los Molinos 3 1450 53 540-689 AD (86.3%) 706-714 AD (0.7%) 738-772 AD (8.5%) Unkel et al. 2012, supplementary table
Los Molinos 4 1482 35 546-560 AD (3.8%) 574-661 AD (91.7%) Unkel et al. 2012, supplementary table
AJA VALLEY (675 masl)
La Tiza 1 1340 40 652-776 AD (85.9%) 787-797 AD (1.2%) 809-853 AD (8.4%) Conlee 2016: Table 7.1
La Tiza 2 1367 35 651-774 AD (95.4%) Conlee 2016: Table 7.1
La Tiza 3 1323 36 665-776 AD (77.2%) 786-800 AD (2.5%) 806-869 AD (15.7%) Conlee 2016: Table 7.1
La Tiza 4 1275 35 685-744 AD (23.9%) 769-888 AD (71.6%) Conlee 2016: Table 7.1
La Tiza 5 1160 44 773-787 AD (2.8%) 795-813 AD (2.3%) 858-1022 AD (90.3%) Conlee 2016: Table 7.1
La Tiza 6 1149 44 773-785 AD (1.9%) 798-811 AD (1.3%) 873-1025 AD (92.3%) Conlee 2016: Table 7.1
TIERRAS BLANCAS VALLEY (1200 masl)
Pataraya 1 1182 36 772-814 AD (9.4%) 849-993 AD (86.1%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
Pataraya 2 1157 36 774-784 AD (1.4%) 878-995 AD (90.1%) 1002-1020 AD (3.9%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
Pataraya 3 1253 36 687-740 AD (10.9%) 770-895 AD (81.4%) 935-957 AD (3.2%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
Pataraya 4 1252 36 688-740 AD (10.4%) 771-895 AD (81.5%) 935-958 AD (3.6%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
Pataraya 5 1131 36 892-1021 AD (95.4%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
Pataraya 6 1233 37 691-703 AD (1.5%) 720-736 AD (1.8%) 771-904 AD (78.8%) 920-971 AD (13.3%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
Pataraya 7 1226 36 694-698 AD (0.5%) 771-907 AD (76.5%) 916-975 AD (17.9%) 980-986 AD (0.6%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
Pataraya 8 1202 36 772-819 AD (19.1%) 836-988 AD (76.4%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
Pataraya 9 1139 36 889-1020 AD (95.4%) Edwards and Schreiber 2014: Table 1
NASCA VALLEY (300 masl)
Estaqueria 900 70 1034-1277 AD (95.4%) Strong 1957:Table 4
TARUGA VALLEY (565 masl)
Pajonal Alto 1 1256 44 683-745 AD (16.1%) 768-898 AD (73.4%) 928-964 AD (5.9%) Conlee 2000: Table 4.2
Pajonal Alto 2 1400 50 596-774 AD (95.4%) Conlee 2000: Table 4.2
LAS TRANCAS VALLEY (600-650 masl)
Huaca del Loro 1 970 70 992-1228 AD (94.5%) 1253-1262 AD (0.9%) Strong 1957:Table 4
Huaca del Loro 2 1200 80 681-750 AD (9.9%) 767-1024 AD (85.6%) Strong 1957:Table 4
Zorropata 1 1631 21 416-535 AD (95.4%) Kerchusky 2017: Table 5.4 and UA report
Zorropata 2 1461 20 596-659 AD (95.4%) Kerchusky 2017: Table 5.4 and UA report
Zorropata 3 1479 20 589-650 AD (95.4%) Kerchusky 2017: Table 5.4 and UA report
Zorropata 4 1622 21 419-538 AD (95.4%) Kerchusky 2017: Table 5.4 and UA report
Zorropata 5 1475 20 592-652 AD (95.4%) Kerchusky 2017: Table 5.4 and UA report
Zorropata 6 1382 20 649-688 AD (55.6%) 739-773 AD (39.9%) Kerchusky 2017: Table 5.4 and UA report
Arequipa
Site 14¢C Age +/- Calibrated Age Reference
(BP) BP
CARAVELI VALLEY (200 masl)
Curaca 950 20 1045-1090 AD (38.7%) 1098-1211 AD (56.7%) unpublished, also see Lopez Hurtado 2017
OCONA VALLEY (600 masl)
Corral Redonda 1305 120 578-1021 AD (95.4%) Rowe 1967: 27
Corral Redonda 1165 120 672-1154 AD (95.4%) Rowe 1967: 27
Corral Redonda 1212 120 646-1050 AD (91.7%) 1083-1145 AD (91.7%) Rowe 1967: 27
Corral Redonda 1110 70 773-814 AD (4.2%) 847-1073 AD (79.3%) 1078-1152 AD (11.9%) Royal Institute of Culture Heritage,
Unpublished
Corral Redonda 1150 25 891-994 AD (95.4%) Dumbarton Oaks, Unpublished
Corral Redonda 1264 37 684-744 AD (17.5%) 768-893 AD (77.3%) 943-949 (0.6%) King 2012: 29
COTAHUASI VALLEY (2500
masl)
Tenahaha 1048 35 990-1054 AD (55.4%) 1060-1070 AD (2.1%) 1080-1150 AD (37.9%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1280 33 685-744 AD (27.4%) 768-885 AD (68.1%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1184 72 688-739 AD (5.2%) 771-1025 AD (90.3%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1079 41 895-935 AD (11.3%) 957-1052 AD (69.2%) 1082-1147 AD (14.9%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1098 42 891-1046 AD (92.1%) 1088-1107 AD (2.1%) 1121-1132 AD (1.2%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1126 38 892-1023 AD (95.4%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1,120 35 893-1024 AD (95.4%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1,134 38 890-1021 AD (95.4%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1,191 35 772-815 AD (12.9%) 845-991 AD (82.5%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1,180 35 772-814 AD (7.9%) 852-994 AD (87.6%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1129 35 893-1021 AD (95.4%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1141 35 888-996 AD (87.4%) 1001-1020 AD (8.1%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1222 37 771-987 AD (95.4%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 1139 35 889-996 AD (86.8%) 1001-1020 AD (8.8%) Jennings 2010: 45
Tenahaha 972 34 1026-1185 AD (95.4%) Jennings 2010: 45
CAMANA VALLEY (300 masl)
Toro Grande 995 90 897-932 AD (3.4%) 960-1236 AD (89.4%) 1241-1270 AD (2.6%) Geyh 1967: 208
Toro Grande 960 60 995-1001 AD (0.6%) 1019-1225 AD (94.8%) Geyh 1967: 208
Sonay 940 30 1045-1090 AD (28.1%) 1096-1217 AD (67.3%) Malpass 2002: 65
Sonay 990 20 1030-1152 AD (95.4%) Malpass 2019
Sonay 1000 50 992-1009 AD (3.3%) 1015-1185 AD (91.4%) 1200-1206 AD (0.8%) Malpass 2002: 65

(continued on next page)



J. Jennings et al.

Table 1 (continued)

Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 65 (2022) 101395

Arequipa
MAJES VALLEY (600 masl)
La Real (Cueva) 1350 40 647-775 AD (90.2%) 789-793 AD (0.4%) 811-845 AD (4.9%) Tung 2007: 943
La Real (Cueva) 1,335 35 657-776 AD (87.4%) 788-795 AD (0.8%) 810-848 AD (7.2%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Cueva) 1,280 37 682-748 AD (28.8%) 767-888 AD (66.6%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Cueva) 1427 38 591-688 AD (82.7%) 740-772 AD (12.8%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Cueva) 1,319 37 688-776 AD (72.7%) 785-871 AD (22.7%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Cueva) 1,318 38 669-776 AD (71.5%) 785-800 AD (3.6%) 805-871 AD (20.4%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Cueva) 1,199 37 772-819 AD (17.6%) 836-990 AD (77.8%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Cueva) 1,397 37 637-693 AD (57.9%) 699-774 AD(37.6%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Estructura) 1250 40 687-741 AD(11.5%) 770-898 AD(77.9%) 930-963 AD (6.1%) Tung 2007a: 943
La Real (Estructura) 1120 40 891-1026 AD (95.4%) Tung 2007a: 943
La Real (Estructura) 1,028 37 992-1009 AD (7.1%) 1014-1153 AD (88.4%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Estructura) 1,112 31 895-936 AD (28.2%) 956-1025 AD (67.2%) Jennings 2012:174
La Real (Estructura) 1,055 37 974-979 AD (0.5%) 986-1073 AD (62.1%) 1078-1152 AD (32.9%) Jennings 2012:174
Beringa 1406 53 583-775 AD (95.4%) Tung 2007b: 270
Beringa 1353 32 656-775 AD (95.4%) Tung 2007b: 270
Beringa 1340 40 652-776 AD (85.9%) 787-797 AD (1.2%) 809-853-AD (8.4%) Tung 2007b: 270
Beringa 1330 31 662-776 AD (88.2%) 789-793 AD (0.5%) 811-845 AD (6.7%) Tung 2007b: 270
Beringa 1243 33 691-704 AD (1.9%) 719-737 AD (2.3%) 771-897 AD (85.5%) 931-962 AD Tung 2007b: 270
(5.7%)
Beringa 840 42 1212-1279 AD (95.4%) Tung 2007b: 270
CHUQUIBAMBA (2700
VALLEY masl)
Numero 8 1181 42 772-841 AD (11.4%) 841-994 AD (84.1%) Coleman 2010: 210
Numero 8 1066 42 900-926 AD (5.4%) 966-1054 AD (63.0%) 1060-1070 AD (1.5%) 1080-1150  Coleman 2010: 210
AD (25.5%)
Numero 8 959 35 1030-1189 AD (91.3%) 1195-1210 AD (4.2%) Coleman 2010: 210
Numero 8 803 35 1212-1297 AD (95.0%) 1370-1373 (0.4%) Coleman 2010: 210
Huamantambo 1005 42 994-1004 AD (2.2%) 1017-1162 AD (91.2%) 1168-1180 AD (2.1%) Coleman 2010: 210
Huamantambo 881 42 1051-1082 AD (5.0%) 1147-1279 AD (90.5%) Coleman 2010: 210
Qoscopa 977 33 1027-1182 (95.4%) Coleman 2010: 210
PAMPACOLCA VALLEY (2900
masl)
Culcunche 1201 19 771-815 AD(14.3%) 854-905 AD (30.1%) 917-974 AD (50.5%) 980-986 AD  Popovic et al. 2021
(0.6%)
COLCA VALLEY (2300
masl)
Chijra 1380 80 551-556 AD (0.3%) 577-887 AD (95.2%) Malpass y de la Vera 1990: 54
Chijra 1440 80 437-456 AD (1.0%) 467-775 AD (91.9%) 789-793 AD (0.2%) 812-847 AD Malpass y de la Vera 1990: 54
(2.3%)
Chijra 1400 80 542-881 AD (95.4%) Malpass y de la Vera 1990: 54
SIGUAS VALLEY (600 masl)
Cornejo 1395 45 604-617 AD (2.1%) 635-774 AD (93.3%) Haeberli 2002: 92, 130
Quilcapampa 1255 20 772-885 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1255 15 782-882 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1260 20 694-697 AD (0.6%) 772-886 AD (94.9%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1275 15 691-704 AD (4.4%) 720-736 AD (4.9%) 772-879 AD (86.1%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1250 20 774-885 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1245 15 773-821 AD (41.6%) 831-886 AD (53.9%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1235 15 772-820 AD (43.9%) 833-890 AD (51.6%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1240 20 772-889 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1260 15 774-881 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1265 15 772-883 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1060 15 990-1041 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1265 20 692-701 AD (2.0%) 724-734 AD (1.8%) 772-885 AD (91.6%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1235 20 772-892 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1245 20 773-887 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1220 20 771-820 AD (36.1%) 835-898 AD (45.3%) 931-962 AD (14.1%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1200 20 771-814 AD (13.6%) 855-906 AD(29.1%) 916-986 AD (52.8%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1235 20 772-892 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1220 20 771-820 AD (36.1%) 835-898 AD (45.3%) 931-962 AD (14.1%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1225 15 771-819 AD (43.7%) 838-894 AD (48.1%) 940-953 AD (3.6%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1215 20 771-819 AD (31.3%) 838-899 AD (41.6%) 926-965 AD (22.5%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1215 20 771-819 AD (31.3%) 838-899 AD (41.6%) 926-965 AD (22.5%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1250 15 774-884 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1235 15 772-820 AD (43.9%) 833-890 AD (51.6%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1235 15 772-820 AD (43.9%) 833-890 AD (51.6%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1245 15 773-821 AD (41.6%) 831-886 AD (53.9%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1230 15 771-820 AD (44.7%) 834-893 AD (50.7%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1225 15 771-819 AD (43.7%) 838-894 AD (48.1%) 940-953 AD (3.6%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1215 30 771-904 AD (70.3%) 920-971 AD (25.2%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1270 20 691-705 AD (3.9%) 718-737 AD (4.7%) 771-884 AD (86.9%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1200 20 771-814 AD (13.6%) 855-906 AD(29.1%) 916-986 AD (52.8%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1250 20 774-885 AD (95.4%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1235 15 772-820 AD (43.9%) 833-890 AD (51.6%) Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
Quilcapampa 1195 15 Jennings et al. 2021: 189-190
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Table 1 (continued)

Arequipa
772-784 AD (4.3%) 803-809 AD (0.8%) 878-904 AD (26.1%) 919-973 AD
(64.3%)
VITOR VALLEY (800 MASL)
Corralones 1284 35 682-748 AD (31.8%) 767-885 AD (63.6%) Jennings and Reid 2021: 71
Corralones 1263 42 682-747 AD (19.1%) 767-895 AD (73.3%) Jennings and Reid 2021: 71
Millo 1235 20 772-892 AD (95.4%) Nigra et al. 2017: 45
Millo 1200 20 771-814 AD (13.6%) 855-906 AD(29.1%) 916-986 AD (52.8%) Nigra et al. 2017: 45
Millo 1255 20 772-885 AD (95.4%) Nigra et al. 2017: 45
Millo 1235 15 772-820 AD (43.9%) 833-890 AD (51.6%) Nigra et al. 2017: 45
Millo 1210 15 771-815 AD (26.0%) 853-899 AD (37.9%) 926-965 AD (31.5%) Nigra et al. 2017: 45
Millo 1240 15 773-820 AD (42.6%) 833-888 AD (52.9%) Nigra et al. 2017: 45
Moquegua
Site 14¢ Age +/- Calibrated Age Reference
(BP) BP
UPPER VALLEY (1600
masl)
Cerro Badl - Arundane Temple Complex 1229 34 693-699 AD (0.6%) 729-731 AD (0.2%) 771-904 AD (80.0%) 920-972 AD Williams and Nash
(14.7%) 2016:142
Cerro Bail - Arundane Temple Complex 1212 34 772-906 AD (65.6%) 916-947 AD (28.8%) 980-986 AD (1.0%) Williams and Nash
2016:142
Cerro Badl - CB-A 9A palace 1454 35 579-678 AD (95.4%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batil - CB-A 9B palace 1308 37 676-777 AD (62.0%) 784-875 AD (33.4%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Baiil - CB-A 25.1202 palace 1252 33 689-739 AD (8.6%) 771-894 AD (84.8%) 939-954 AD (2.1%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Badl - CB-A 25.1208 palace 1237 41 689-739 AD (7.2%) 771-903 AD (75.7%) 921-971 AD (12.6%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Bail - CB-A 2 outside palace 1370 60 605-618 AD (1.3%) 635-776 AD (81.6%) 785-872 AD (12.6%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Badl - CB-A 7G outside palace 1294 35 680-755 AD (42.3%) 766-882 AD (53.2%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-A 7B outside palace 1220 60 688-740 AD (8.3%) 771-992 AD (87.1%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Badl - CB-A 2 outside palace 1270 60 672-901 AD (88.2%) 924-968 AD (7.3%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-A 24.2332 outside 1201 35 772-818 AD (18.4%) 838-988 AD (77.1%) Moseley et al. 2005:
palace Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-B 1.2 brewery 1400 60 578-775 AD (91.8%) 788-795 AD (0.4%) 811-849 AD (3.3%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Badl - CB-B 1.2 brewery 1090 70 773-786 AD (1.0%) 796-812 AD (0.9%) 870-1160 AD (93.2%) 1172-1177 Moseley et al. 2005:
AD (0.3%) Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-B 1.4 brewery 1070 50 895-935 AD (10.0%) 957-1153 AD (85.4%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Badl - CB-B 1.4 brewery 900 40 1047-1087 AD (10.5%) 1110-1119 AD (0.9%) 1136-1247 AD (84.0%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-C 10 D-temple 1310 44 670-880 AD (95.4%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-C 26.1373 D-temple 1195 44 772-821 AD (17.3%) 831-992 AD (78.2%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Bail - CB-B 5 D-temple 1140 55 772-817 AD (5.7%) 840-1030 AD (89.7%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Baiil - CB-B 5D D-temple 1150 50 773-814 AD (5.6%) 849-1025 AD (89.9%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batil - CB-C 3E administrative 1400 45 601-619 AD (3.5%) 633-774 AD (91.7%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-C 6.97-1226 1240 33 691-703 AD (1.5%) 721-736 AD (1.7%) 771-899 AD (84.9%) 928-964 AD Moseley et al. 2005:
administrative (7.2%) Table 1
Cerro Badl - CB-C 3E administrative 1180 50 772-822 AD (13.4%) 831-994 AD (79.9%) 1005-1017 AD (2.1%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-C 3A administrative 1150 50 773-814 AD (5.6%) 849-1025 AD (89.9%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Bail - CB-E ritual platform 1366 35 651-774 AD (95.4%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Badl - CB-H 21 slopes 1438 35 592-681 AD (90.2%) 749-758 AD (5.2%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batil - CB-K 30.368 slopes 1211 46 771-992 AD (95.4%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Batl - CB-K 30.372 slopes 1162 61 772-1025 AD (95.4%) Moseley et al. 2005:
Table 1
Cerro Mejia - CM 3B slopes 1313 58 656-888 AD (95.4%) Nash 2002
Cerro Mejia - CM 136 summit 1289 41 679-758 AD (37.3%) 766-886 AD (58.2%) Nash 2002
Cerro Mejia - CM 145 summit 1284 54 699-895 AD (93.2%) 936-956 AD (2.3%) Nash 2002
Cerro Mejia - CM 118 summit 1269 42 680-753 AD (23.0%) 766-895 AD (70.5%) 937-955 AD (2.0%) Nash 2002
Cerro Mejia - CM 5 slopes 1268 40 682-749 AD (21.5%) 767-894 AD (72.7%) 940-952 AD (1.3%) Nash 2002
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Cerro Mejia - CM canal 1236 35 691-703 AD (1.5%) 722-736 AD (1.6%) 771-900 AD (81.9%) 924-968 AD Moseley et al. 2005:
(10.5%) Table 1
Cerro Mejia - CM 11 El Paso 1174 43 773-815 AD (9.2%) 845-994 AD (84.3%) 1006-1017 AD (1.9%) Nash 2002
Cerro Mejia - CM 8 slopes 886 40 1051-1083 AD (5.5%) 1147-1267 AD (89.9%) Nash 2002
MIDDLE VALLEY (1200
masl)
Cerro Trapiche - Sector D Terrace 4 1385 38 642-774 AD (95.4%) Green 2015
Cerro Trapiche - Sector D Terrace 6 1381 31 645-692 AD (48.5%) 700-726 AD (8.5%) 734-774 AD (38.5%) Green 2015
Cerro Trapiche - Sector D Terrace 7 1249 32 690-706 AD (2.7%) 716-738 AD (3.3%) 771-895 AD (86.6%) 936-956 AD Green 2015
(2.9%)
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Fig. 2. Architecture and activity areas at Pataraya (based on Edwards 2013: Fig. 2).

paired Wari-style imports and emulations with exotica from other places
(Jennings, 2014). In the Acari Valley, for example, a smashed deposit of
pottery at La Oroya contained a mix of local, Wari, and coastal
Cajamarca-style vessels (Valdez, 2009¢). The initial contexts of a mor-
tuary cave at La Real in the Majes Valley contained a mix of local, Nasca,
Wari, and central coast ceramic styles (Yepez Alvarez and Jennings,
2012) (Fig. 7). The earliest radiocarbon dates for Wari imports and in-
fluence into Arequipa date to the second half of the seventh century AD,
roughly contemporaneous with the founding of colonies in Nasca and
Moquegua. Yet “Wari” was experienced far differently in the absence of
the sustained face-to-face interactions between Wari hosts and their
guests that was so critical to Wari state making.

Wari’s arrival came at a time of increasing population pressure,

violence, and social stratification in Arequipa (Lozada et al., 2018;
Scaffidi et al., 2021). Interest in Wari objects and iconography in Are-
quipa, at first, may have been because they came from far away. The
imported styles were emulated by local artisans, but also trans-
formed—sometimes literally stitched together with other styles to create
unique objects (Jennings and Yépez Alvarez, 2016:89). During a time of
sweeping societal change, Wari objects and ideas were two tools to help
navigate this change that were incorporated into local feasts, funerals,
and other activities (Goldstein, 2010:137; Jennings and Yépez Alvarez,
2016:90-91). Wari influence, however, was spotty. The ceramics of the
Majes (Owen, 2010) were utterly transformed, for example, while those
living along the same coastal plain trails in the Ocona Valley had
seemingly little interest in Wari styles (Chavez, 1982).
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Fig. 4. A Loro bowl from a local burial at La Tiza (left) and a Wari lyre cup from Pataraya (right, used with permission of Matthew Edwards).
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Fig. 5. Cerro Batil site map with the locations of architecture mentioned in this article.

— S—
50 cm

A. Umire

Fig. 6. A Nasca style drum excavated from Cerro Batl (image courtesy of Addn Umire and the Cerro Batl archaeological project).

5. Disruption, reorganization, and a second wave of Wari from human agents (Knobloch, 2012:131), and there was a greater
colonization emphasis on open spaces, larger residential areas, and feasting at Huari
and other centers (Cook and Glowacki, 2003:197; Isbell, 2009:114-115;

In the first decades of the ninth century AD, there was a major Knobloch, 2012:131). At the same time, efforts were being made to
transition in the Wari heartland. Iconography shifted its focus away intensify agricultural production in the surrounding countryside and

11
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Fig. 7. Ceramics from the early Middle Horizon context at La Real included a mix of A) Wari, B) Nasca, C) central coast, D) Wari influenced, and E) local styles.

ensure regular access to agricultural products (Doi, 2019:158; Isbell,
1988:74-75; Lumbreras, 1974b:163; Pérez Calder6n, 2001). These
changes may relate to increased political centralization (Schreiber,
2001:89), perhaps leading to the disenfranchisement of some elite
families. The playbook of Wari statecraft nonetheless remained largely
the same after the disruption: to bring hosts and guests repeatedly
together in intimate gatherings to define their relationships to each
other.

The disruption and reorganization in the Wari heartland were felt
elsewhere in the central Andes with Wari-affiliated sites being aban-
doned, founded, or modified (Jennings, 2021; Schreiber, 2001). In
Nasca, the disruption was occurring at the same time as even more
crippling climate change. Lake cores from Laguna Pumacocha document
marked aridity from AD 900 to 1100 (Bird et al., 2011), and analysis of
marine sediments near Lima indicates extreme drought from AD 800 to
1250 (Rein et al., 2004). As a result of these changes, the middle reaches
of Nasca became almost uninhabitable. Populations moved upriver,
abandoning sites like Pacheco (Isla and Reindel, 2014:223; Schreiber,
1999:169). People, animals, and objects nonetheless continued to move
back and forth between Nasca and Ayacucho along the same series of
well-used trails (Edwards, 2010:403; Isla and Reindel, 2014:214;
Edwards, 2021). Population might have actually increased in Nasca’s
higher elevations during the ninth century, especially in its highest
reaches where water remained available. The largest Wari-affiliated
sites in this part of the drainage appear to date to around this century
based on ceramic assemblages (Edwards, 2014; Isla and Reindel, 2014;
Sossna, 2014), perhaps providing the requisite architectural spaces to
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better assemble the Wari state through feasting and other ritually
charged activities. More radiocarbon dating and excavations are none-
theless needed to understand what was happening in Nasca during the
late Middle Horizon.

Although much of the southern coast was drying up, the larger
drainages in Arequipa still had water. The pull of arable land and the
push of the heartland’s disruption may have instigated a second wave of
colonization into southern Peru. The northernmost indication of this
wave is at Corral Redondo, a long-standing ritual center in the Ocana
Valley that sits along one of the major coastal plain trails running be-
tween valleys on the coastal plain. A group left a deposit of large Wari
face-necked jars stuffed with dozens of feathered cloth panels (King,
2013). The Nasca influence on the jars suggests that the vessels may
have been transported from that drainage on the backs of travelers —the
vessels were too bulky and heavy to be transported by llamas. No Wari-
affiliated settlement has been found in Ocana, however, and Wari in-
fluence in the valley remained limited (Chavez, 1982). If Wari travelers
walked into Ocana in the ninth century, they likely left the vessels and
featherwork at Corral Redondo and kept going.

In the Majes Valley just to the east, Wari colonists may have been
associated with the creation of way stations along the coastal plain trails.
The best evidence comes from Pakaytambo, a site organized around a D-
shaped temple, platform, and two patio-groups (Reid, 2020). Pak-
aytambo and the other Wari-related way stations, radiocarbon dated to
the ninth century or later, are located high in the Majes water-
shed—Pakaytambo is 1670 masl. How successful these sites were in
attracting locals remains unclear, but they may have helped spur the
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spread of Wari influence into highland portions of both the Ocana
(Cotahuasi Valley) and Majes (Chuquibamba and Pampacolca) drain-
ages (Goldstein, 2010; Jennings and Yépez Alvarez, 2015). The largest
Wari-affiliated colony, albeit only 2 ha in size, was Quilcapampa in
Sihuas (Jennings et al., 2021) (Fig. 8). The site’s Wari colonists may
have come from Ayacucho accompanied by a group of followers from
the greater Nasca region. Bayesian analysis of radiocarbon dates sug-
gests that the site was occupied in the mid-ninth century for as little as a
generation.

There is evidence for repeated feasts at Quilcapampa, but little up-
take of Wari styles and ideas by local families. The Wari colonists at
Cerro Batl had built extensive irrigation and agricultural terracing,
ensuring access to many of the resources required to host events. Quil-
capampa’s residents, like those in the Wari-affiliated sites in Majes,
appear to have instead largely relied on pre-existing infrastructure.
Accessing the local resources required for a feast thus required locals
offering their land and labor (Jennings et al., 2021). Coercion was likely
off the table—there were only a handful of Wari-affiliated families living
at these sites—and so the Wari leaders had to convince people each time
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that they should participate in feasting preparation. The lack of Wari
stylistic cachet in Sihuas suggests that it may have been difficult to
routinely gain this support. With few knobs to twist, the state could not
be assembled at the local level in the same ways as was being done in
Nasca and Moquegua.

The ninth century AD pulse of colonization may have pushed Wari-
affiliated ideas, objects, and people further down the coastal plain
trails, resulting in Wari-influenced ceramics and architecture further
southeast in the settlements of Millo and Corralones (Nigra et al., 2017;
Cardonas Rosas and Wise, 2000:9). Data from La Real, however, sug-
gests that traffic along these trails would decline by the end of the
century (Jennings et al., 2015), with populations now interacting more
frequently with those living in the highland portions of Arequipa’s
coastal drainages. Paradoxically, Wari influence on local ceramics and
textiles increased despite Arequipa’s reduced contact with the Wari
heartland. Rather than indexing relations to a far-off state, Wari ico-
nography, forms, and practices in late Middle Horizon Arequipa may
have been increasingly used to create a shared regional identity and
ideology that were useful for local relationship building (Jennings and
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Fig. 8. Site plan of Quilcapampa.
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Yépez Alvarez, 2016). By the tenth century, “Wari” in Arequipa had little
to do with what was happening elsewhere.

The interactions associated with the second pulse of colonization
may be associated with the extensive reorganization of Cerro Bail that
took place around this time (Williams and Nash, 2002). The footprint of
the Palace expanded, creating larger public spaces on the summit (Nash,
2015; Nash and Williams, 2009). An associated brewery that centralized
beer production was put into use (Moseley et al., 2005), and Palace
occupants may have also taken a more direct hand in meat redistribution
(Nash and DeFrance, 2019) (Fig. 9). At around the same time, one of
Cerro Bail’s temple complexes was remodeled to accommodate Tiwa-
naku ritual practices (Williams and Nash, 2016:147). These changes
occurred while the sites of Cerro Mejia (Moseley et al., 2005; Nash,
2002) and Cerro Trapiche (Green, 2015) were abandoned.
Tiwanaku-affiliated groups filled this vacuum by building three temple
complexes and several small communities in the foothills of Cerro Batl
(Williams and Nash, 2016:148-150). Why this shift occurred is unclear,
but by the tenth century AD Cerro Batil residents were appealing to
Moquegua’s Tiwanaku colonists.

The end of Wari occurred at different times and in different ways
across the southern coast. The severe aridity in Nasca may have led to a
near total abandonment of the entire drainage by the beginning of the
tenth century, effectively ending most activities in the drainage until
conditions began to improve in the twelfth century AD (Conlee, 2021).
Wari, as an art and architectural style, nonetheless continued in Are-
quipa well into the eleventh century. Sites, such as Sonay (Malpass,
2001, 2019), look Wari in form but date to after the Middle Horizon, and
the region’s art styles remain influenced by the Wari canon for centuries.
In Moquegua, Cerro Badl also continued to be occupied well into the
eleventh century AD. Wari influence, however, was at best muted after
the mesa was finally abandoned (Sharratt, 2016; Nash et al., 2020).

6. Finding the Wari State

How to best conceptualize the Wari State? When reviewing the
impact of Huari-related people, ideas, and imports across coastal
southern Peru, one is struck by how different the Middle Horizon was
experienced across space and time. “Wari” in the Nasca drainage in the
eighth century was nothing like the “Wari” of the same period in the
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Majes or middle Moquegua Valley. Tenth century “Wari” in those same
places was different from the “Wari” of only a few generations earlier.
These complexities make the polity difficult to label in the conventional
manners inherited from Enlightenment thinkers—Wari, for example,
might be “imperial” in Nasca, but was it in the Cotahuasi Valley (Conlee
etal., 2021; Jennings and Yépez Alvarez, 2015)? Mapping its boundaries
also becomes a dubious proposition—does “Wari” end at Nasca? What
do we do with isolated Cerro Bail and short-lived Quilcapampa?

These and other questions can be approached by more nuanced
models of expansionary states like the “mosaic of control” proposed by
Schreiber for Wari that address many of the deficiencies of early proc-
essual models (1992). Yet these second-generation models still tend to
treat the state as an independent entity that exists outside of its inter-
action with a “will, power, and activity of its own” (Abrahms, 1988: 69).
Thinking more in terms of assemblages helps us move beyond this
impasse by foregrounding the inherent fluidity of how people, animals,
objects, and other things come together in different ways across a region.
The “state” enters as an idea in these assemblages, a desire by certain
humans to bend and constrain assemblages to meet their agendas
through actions that include coding, stratification, and territorialisation
(Deleuze and Guattari, 1987; Larkin, 2013).

Understanding the desires of Wari leaders requires us to toggle be-
tween the micro-, meso-, and macro-levels of analysis in order to see the
assemblages in the making at different scales that combine into what we
might consider the “state” (sensu Knappett, 2011,). As meso-scale ana-
lyses are rarer in archaeology, this article seeks to emphasize the
importance of the meso-scale in making better sense of the thousands of
local assemblages that came together in a region at any one time that
involved Wari-related people, objects, and ideas. We can trace the
spread of constellations of learning across a region, for example, as
potters, weavers, and farmers adopted new techniques (sensu Roddick
and Stahl, 2016), as well as changes in camelid management practices
related to long-distance exchange (Melton et al.,, 2022). Getting a
regional perspective of assemblages allows us to recognize patterns
related to the coding, stratification, and territorialisation of state mak-
ing. At the meso-scale, we can begin to see what Wari leaders wanted to
do, and their successes and failures in implementing their vision.

Our meso-scale analysis of assemblage making in southern Peru
yields at least three critical insights into the desires of Wari leaders and

Fig. 9. A pair of Wari cups smashed during abandonment ceremonies at the Palace in Cerro Bail (image

archaeological project).
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the contours of the Wari state. First, there seems to have been little
appetite for a contiguous empire. The least cost paths leading from the
Wari heartland to Arequipa and Moquegua cut diagonally through the
highlands (Garaycochea, 2016: 200; Scaffidi, 2018: 123). Yet our data
from southern Peru clearly show that Wari objects, colonists, and ideas
first came to the region via trails connecting Ayacucho to Nasca and then
across the coastal plain. Wari, in the sense of an emulated art style, came
to the highland portions of the coastal drainages of Arequipa after long-
distance interactions with Ayacucho were already on the wane. In the
late seventh century AD when the state first expanded, Wari-affiliated
colonists were only living in the Nasca and upper Moquegua Valleys
(with the exception of that lone compound at Cerro Trapiche) with
seemingly little effort to directly engage with populations elsewhere.

One might suggest that Wari indirectly controlled the yawning space
in between. It does seem likely that Wari hands—either in terms of
affiliated people from Ayacucho or the Nasca region—introduced some
of the Wari-style objects found in the intervening area, raising the pos-
sibility of a wealth finance system based on gift giving (sensu D’Altroy
and Earle, 1985). Yet Wari imports are exceedingly rare outside of Wari-
affiliated settlements apart from Corral Redondo, an offering to an
established shrine rather than to a local leader. For the most part, Wari
was an art style with associated ideas that was emulated by the region’s
artists who found them useful during a moment of rapid societal change.
Wari leaders in Nasca and Moquegua were working hard at coding,
stratifying, and territorializing their relationships with others, turning
the same knobs being used to create Wari subjects in the heartland. They
hosted ritually charged events and were involved in the circulation of
prestige objects and construction of infrastructure. Similar efforts,
however, were not occurring in the rest of the southern coast during the
early Middle Horizon because their people were not on the ground to
enact this state-making strategy.

A second insight from our meso-scale analysis is that Wari expansion
on to the southern coast was about access to coastal products. The vast
majority of Wari colonists settled in the Nasca drainage within the long-
established corridor that linked Ayacucho to the Pacific. They often
lived beside local families, celebrated rituals together, and occasionally
intermarried. Coastal and highland products flowed through this
corridor, often passing by, if not through, the Wari-affiliated compounds
built near the trails. Although the mechanisms used to ensure this flow of
goods remain unclear, the concentration of sites along these trails sug-
gests that the desires of Wari leaders were focused on the traffic on these
trails. The architecture, material assemblages, and practices enacted
within these settlements encoded the leaders’ rights to demand coastal
products, ensuring that Huari’s appetite for long-distance goods could
be filled (Rosenfeld et al., 2021).

The Wari colonization of Nasca sent echoes across the coastal plain
trails as relationships were re-jigged. Travelers may have left Nasca with
the types of goods found in La Real’s earliest contexts, and at least one
group went far past all others to found Cerro Bail. When colonists
moved into the rest of the southern coast in the ninth century, they seem
to have followed the same Nasca state-making script: situate sites as
waystations along trails and then build the gathering spaces within these
sites that were associated with creating Wari subjects. The leaders of
these sites could have been independent actors in the wake of Wari’s
disruption or part of a broader state project to compensate for the im-
pacts of Nasca’s extreme aridity. In either case, the late Middle Horizon
colonization pulse’s success was limited amidst declining coastal plain
interactions.

A final insight from our meso-scale analysis is to highlight the
anomalous nature of the Moquegua colony. The people that founded
Cerro Batil travelled some 600 km beyond the Nasca drainage within a
few decades of Huari’s coalescence. They built a settlement on top of a
mesa and had to construct extensive canals and terracing in the upper
Moquegua Valley to survive. The site seems to have been too far
removed to have enjoyed regular contact with other Wari-affiliated
settlements, and there was little circulation of goods between
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Moquegua and Ayacucho (Sharratt et al., 2009; Williams et al., 2010).
Although sometimes depicted as a frontier settlement at the edge of a
contiguous polity (Williams, 2001), our meso-scale analysis suggests
that the site is better seen as an extreme geographic outlier far removed
from other outposts. From the perspective of those living in Ayacucho,
what was the point of colonizing the upper Moquegua Valley?

Two of the largest Wari-affiliated sites are Pikillacta and Vir-
acochapampa, unfinished sites at either end of Peru that were built soon
after Huari’s coalescence (McEwan, 2005; Topic and Topic, 2010).
Perhaps Cerro Bail’s founding, along with those of these other two sites,
speaks to early ambitions of empire. Whatever the answer to the
reasoning behind Cerro Batl’s creation, the site was relatively isolated
from the rest of Wari world by the end of the seventh century AD—a
condition, with the possible exception of the pulse associated with the
ninth century disruption, that would only worsen as the Middle Horizon
wore on. With more assured access to agricultural resources,the settle-
ment’s leaders successfully used the knobs of Wari statecraft in their
feasts and other ritually charged ceremonies to help structure their
relationship with Huaracane and, later, Tiwanaku groups. Yet their
objectives were more parochial than those living in the Nasca region
since there was effectively no road back to Huari for them that could be
effectively travelled.

7. Conclusions

Huaca del Loro, Quilcapampa, Cerro Bail, and the other Wari-
affiliated settlements on the southern coast each had significantly
different relationships with the Wari heartland, the broader southern
coast region, and their surrounding populations because each was part
of their own dynamic local assemblage of people, objects, ideas, animals,
and other things. A site like La Tiza might have marriage ties and ex-
change relationships with Wari groups, while Wari-related ideas and
imagery further afield flowed in and out of local assemblages as part of a
funeral or via a passing caravan. Understanding this assemblage creation
at the more micro-level of the household or settlement is important—it
provides us with a clearer sense of state-making in action at the level of
familial relationships—but only by zooming out to the meso-scale can
we begin to see the broader patterns of Wari desires.

Similar to questions about other early expansive polities, archaeol-
ogists have long debated the nature of Wari. Was Wari an “expansionary
state”, “empire”, “interaction sphere” or “‘globalizing era”? This question
will prove impossible to answer if we continue to search for some fixed
entity existing separate from its relationships. Around the city of Huari,
the material record that defines Wari meets most of the classic criteria
for a state as developed by processual archaeologists (Isbell and
Schreiber, 1978). The vast bulk of the Wari world, however, does not.
The same could be said for other expanding polities elsewhere in the
world, as flows of ideas, people, animals and other things become
entangled and uncontrollable as distances widen (e.g., Hodos, 2017).
Depending on where and when one was in Middle Horizon Peru, Wari
could be an invading army, evocative vessel, or fleeting artistic irritant.
If we think of states as fixed, external entities, then no one on the
southern coast lived in the Wari state as experienced in Ayachuco. Yet
everyone on the southern coast was nonetheless impacted by both the
efforts of Huari’s leaders to manipulate the affairs of others and the
myriad of reactions to these efforts by other entities.

The Wari state was this effort to extend and maintain sovereignty
across an unruly assemblage. Huari’s leaders had desires that they
sought to encode, stratify and territorialize in communities far from
home. Thinking in terms of desires and assemblages brings us closer to
how larger-scale polities come together and endure (Law, 1994; Miiller,
2015). Wari was both the “doings” of Huari-affiliated actors to achieve
their goals, and the myriad of direct and down-the-line effects that these
doings had on thousands of local assemblages across Peru (sensu Fowles,
2013). These state actors—who were often in conflict with each other
(sensu Brumfiel and Fox, 2002)—ran up against the desires and
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affordances of the other entities that were in play at different locations
as the larger Wari-related assemblage grew and transformed. By placing
these local assemblages into a regional context, we can begin to recog-
nize the broad contours of Wari statecraft as a set of practices, its
ancillary impacts, and how both morphed over time as the thousands of
assemblages in play invariably changed. We can start to see what leaders
in Huari hoped to achieve, the knobs they turned, and the ways in which
the vast assemblage that their actions engendered took on a life of its
own.
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