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Abstract. The Hall ratio of a graph G is the maximum value of v(H)/a(H) taken over all non-
null subgraphs H C G. For any graph, the Hall ratio is a lower-bound on its fractional chromatic
number. In this note, we present various constructions of graphs whose fractional chromatic number
grows much faster than their Hall ratio. This refutes a conjecture of Harris.
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1. Introduction. A graph G is k-colorable if its vertices can be colored with k
colors so that adjacent vertices receive different colors. The minimum integer & such
that G is k-colorable is called the chromatic number of G, and it is denoted by x(G).

Various refinements and relaxations of the chromatic number have been consid-
ered in the literature. One of the classical and most studied ones is the fractional
chromatic number, which we denote by x(G); see section 2.1 for its definition.

A basic averaging argument reveals that x(G) > v(G)/a(G), where v(G) and
a(G) are the number of vertices and the size of a largest independent set in G,
respectively. Moreover, since x(G) > xs(H) for a subgraph H C G, it holds that

v(H)
(H

xf(G) > for every non-null H C G.

~—

Q

We define p(G)—the Hall ratio of a graph G—to be the best lower-bound obtained
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in this way, i.e.,

__ v(H)
PIG) = Imox . o)

How tight is p(G) as a lower-bound for x;(G)? In 2009, Johnson [11] suggested
that there are graphs G where the value of x¢(G)/p(G) is unbounded. In earlier
versions of [7] (see [8, Conjecture 6.2]), Harris explicitly conjectured the opposite.

CONJECTURE 1. There exists C' such that xr(G) < C - p(G) for every graph G.

In 2016, Barnett [2] constructed graphs showing that if such a constant C' exists,
then C' > 343/282 ~ 1.216, improving an earlier bound 1.2 [3]. Our first result refutes
Conjecture 1.

THEOREM 2. There exists Py such that for every P > Py, there is a graph G with
p(G) < P and xs(G) > P?/33.

The proof of Theorem 2 is very short and simple, modulo some standard results
about random graphs. The following two theorems strengthen Theorem 2 at the
expense of somewhat more technical proofs.

THEOREM 3. There exists Py such that for every P > Py there is a K5-free graph
G with p(G) < P and x;(G) > P?/82.

THEOREM 4. There e:t;z‘sts Py such that for all P > Py there is a graph G with
p(G) < P and x;(G) > e (D)5,

This note is organized as follows. In section 2, we recall definitions and properties
of the fractional chromatic number, and Erdos—Rényi random graphs. Proofs of our
results are in section 3. We conclude the note in section 4 with related open problems.

2. Definitions and preliminaries. The join of two graphs G; and G2, which
we denote by G7 A G, is obtained by taking vertex-disjoint copies of G; and Gso
and adding all the edges between V(G;) and V(Gs3). More generally, for graphs
G1,Ga,...Gy, we write /\f:1 G; to denote (/\f;l1 Gi) A Gy.

For a graph H on the vertex-set {1,...,¢} and a collection of ¢ vertex-disjoint
graphs Gi,...,Gy, we define H{G1,...,G¢} to be the graph obtained by taking a
union G, ..., Gy, and, for every edge ij € F(H), adding all the edges between V(G;)
and V(G,). Note that if G1 = ... = Gy, then H{G1,...,G} corresponds to the
composition (also known as the lexicographic product) of G and H. Also, observe
that

¢
K{Gy,...,Ge} = /\ Gi.
i=1

2.1. Fractional chromatic number. We present a definition of the fractional
chromatic number based on a linear programming relaxation of an integer program
computing the ordinary chromatic number. For a graph G, let Z(G) be the set of all
independent sets. Let FRACC be the following linear program:

Minimize E Tr

1€7(G)
FrAacc ¢ subject to Z xy>1 for v € V(G);
IeZ(G)
vel
xr >0 for I € Z(G).
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Furthermore, let FRACD be the following program, which is the dual of FRACC:

Maximize Z y(v)

veV(G)
FRACD ¢ subject to Z y(v) <1 for I € Z(G);
vel
y(v) >0 for v € V(G).

Since these two linear programs are dual of each other, the LP-duality theorem ensures
that they have the same value, which we denote by x7(G).

Let us now mention a different way to introduce the fractional chromatic number.
As we have already mentioned, a(G) > v(G)/x¢(G). Moreover, the lower-bound stays
valid even in the setting where the vertices have weights, and we measure the size of an
independent set by the proportion of the weight it occupies rather than its cardinality.

More precisely, let G = (V, E) be a graph and w : V' — R, a weight function. Let
a(G,w) be the maximum sum of the weights of the vertices that form an independent
set, i.e.,

a(G,w) :=max » w(v).

IeT
vel

If we rescale an optimal solution of FRACC by a factor 1/x¢(G) and interpret it as a
probability distribution on Z, the linearity of expectation yields that

w(v)| = w(v) - L1 > vev W(v)
% <>] ; (v) IE;G)Xf<G>> V(R
vel

a(G,w) > Ef

On the other hand, any optimal solution of FRACD yields a weight function wq for
which the bound is tight, i.e., a(G,wo) = >, oy wo(v)/xf(G). Therefore,

ZUGV 'IU(’U)
xf(G)= sup =——~.
f( ) w:V—[0,1] O‘(Ga w)

Note that the Hall ratio can be viewed as an integral version of the above, since

p(G) = max M .
wiv—={0,1} a(G,w)
For other possible definitions of the fractional chromatic number, see [15].
We finish this section with a straightforward generalization of the fact that the
fractional chromatic number of the composition of two graphs is equal to the product
of their fractional chromatic numbers.

PROPOSITION 5. Let H be a graph with the vertez-set {1,..., £}, and let Gy, ..., Gy
be graphs. It holds that xs(H) - min;eg x7(Gi) < xr(H{G1,...,Ge}). In particular,
X5 (Nizy Gi) = £ miniegg x5(Ga).-

Proof. Without loss of generality, we may assume that V(G;) = {1,...,v(G;)}.
Let wf ..., wf be any optimal solution of the dual program FRACD for H, and, for
every i € [/], let wt, ... ,wfj(Gi) be any optimal solution of FRACD for G;.

Let G := H{G1,...,G¢}. For a vertex (i,5) € V(G), where i € [{] and j €
[v(G4)], we set y; j := w{T - wi. Tt holds that

Yo=Y wl e Y wl =" wf X (Gh) = xy(H) min s (G) .

(1.1)EV (@) i€l jev(a) = el
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We claim that (y; ;), where (4, j) € V(G), is a feasible solution of FRACD for G.
Indeed, fix any I € Z(G). For i € [{], let I, := {j € [v(G))] : (¢,7) € I}. Since
I, € Z(G;), it holds that

H ,i_ ,H i H
g Wi w; = w; g w; <w;” .

Jjel; JEL
On the other hand, the set Iy := {i € [¢] : 3(4,7) € I} is independent in H. Therefore,

Yovii= > vg=y wl Y wi< Y wf <1 0

(ij)el i€ly je; i€ly JEI; iely
We note that a similar composition of optimal solutions of FRACC yields x s (H{G1,

oy Ge}) < xp(H) - max;epq xr(Gs), but we will never need this bound. However, we
will use the following analogue of this bound for proper colorings.

PROPOSITION 6. Let H be a graph with the vertez-set {1,..., £}, and let Gy, ..., Gy
be graphs. It holds that x(H) - max;e(q x(Gi) > X(H{G1,...,G}).

Proof. Let k := max;¢c(g X(G), and let d be a proper x(H )-coloring of H. Next,
for every i € [€], let ¢; : V(G;) — [k] be a proper k-coloring of G;. It is straightforward
to verify that assigning each vertex v € V; a color (d(7), ¢;(v)) yields a proper coloring
of x (H{G1,...,G¢}) using x(H) - k colors. 0

Finally, the following observation is going to be useful in the next section.

OBSERVATION 7. If every H C G has at most |V (H)| edges, then x(G) < 3.

Proof. Without loss of generality, we may assume G is connected. Since |E(G)| <
|[V(G)], the graph G contains at most one cycle, and hence it is 3-colorable. 0
2.2. Sparse Erd6s—Rényi random graphs. Let G, ;, be a random graph on
{1,2,...,n} where each pair of vertices forms an edge independently with probability

p- We now recall some well-known properties of G, o we are going to use.

PROPOSITION 8. There exists Cy such that for every C' > Cy the following is
true: There exists ng = ng(C) € N such that for every n > ng there is an n-vertex
triangle-free graph G = G'(n, C) with the following properties:

(A) 1.001-C > X(G) 2 x¢(G) 2 5(57 > C, and

(B) for all k < Vlnn, every k-vertex subgraph of G is 3-colorable.

Proof. Suppose that C' and n are sufficiently large, and let D > 1 be such that
C = %. By [6] and [13], a random graph G, D satisfies with high probability
a(G, p) <n/Cand x(G, n) <1.001-C, respectively.

Next, the expected number of subgraphs H in G,, o with v(H) < vInn and more
than v(H) edges is at most h

Vinn ,
>t (
k=3

By Markov’s inequality, G,, o has no such H with high probability; hence the property

(B) follows from Observation 7.
Finally, Schiirger [16] showed that the number of triangles in G, b converges to

D k+1 pVinn+l Cos

the Poisson distribution with mean © (Dg). Therefore, G, o is triangle-free with
probability e=0(D?) > 0. Note that a similar estimate can also be deduced using the
FKG inequality [9, Theorem 2.12]. d
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3. Counterexamples to Conjecture 1. We start with a simple construction
of a sequence of graphs for which x;(G) > p(G). Each graph G is the join of the
graphs G*'(n;, C) of very different orders.

Proof of Theorem 2. Let Cy be the constant from Proposition 8, and let Py :=
8CYo.

Given P > Py, let ¢ := |P/4], C := P/8, and ny := no(C) from Proposition 8.
For all j € [0 —1], let nj 1 = [62'"12‘]7 and, for all i € [{], let G; := G*(n;, C)). We set
G = /\le G,L

By Proposition 5, xf(G) > ¢-C > P?/33. It only remains to prove that p(G) < P,
i.e., that a(G[X]) > v(G[X])/P for every X C V(G).

Fix X CV(Q), and let X; := V(G;) N X for i € [¢]. We split the indices into two
categories, small and big, based on | X;| with respect to v(G;) = n;. Specifically, let

S::{ie[ﬁ]:|X,»|<\/lnni} and B:=[(]\S.

Next, let Hg and Hp be the subgraphs of G induced by (J,cs X;i and ;.5 Xi, re-
spectively, and let vs and v, be their respective orders. In both of these subgraphs,
we can find quite large independent sets.

CLAIM 9. Hg has an independent set of size at least 4vs/3P.

Proof. Fix i € S such that |X;| is maximized. Note that |X;| > vs/|S|. The
property (B) of G; established in Proposition 8 yields that G[X;] is 3-colorable, and
hence its largest color class has size at least

Vg Vs 4ug
> 2> ,
3|S| — 3¢ — 3P

which finishes the proof. ]
CLAIM 10. Hp has an independent set of size at least 4vy,/P.

Proof. Let m be the largest element of B. Since G,, is (0.51¢)-colorable, G[X,,]
contains an independent set of size at least 1.9 - |X,,,|/¢. If m = 1, then |X,,| = vp.
On the other hand, if m > 2, then

m—1

L9 [ X | = [Xon| + 0.9 VInng > [ Xon| + 1.2 1 > [ Xon| + D> 13 > w3

i=1
We conclude that Hp has an independent set of size at least v, /€ > 4v,/ P. 0

If vs > 3|X|/4, then we find an independent set of size at least | X|/P in Hg by
Claim 9. Otherwise, v, > |X|/4, and Claim 10 guarantees an independent set in Hp
of size at least | X|/P. O

3.1. Kjs-free and iterated constructions. As we have already noted in sec-
tion 2, the graph G = /\f:1 G; constructed in Theorem 2 can be equivalently viewed as
Ki{G1,Gs,...,G¢}. An adaptation of the proof of Theorem 2 will show that replacing
K, by a graph from Proposition 8 yields another graph G? with x ¢ (G2) ~ (p (Gz))2.
However, as all the graphs involved in the composition are now triangle-free, G2 will
be Kx-free.

But we do not need to stop here. Since we have now much better control
of the chromatic numbers of small subgraphs in G? than in the original graph G,

Copyright © by STAM. Unauthorized reproduction of this article is prohibited.
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replacing the graphs G; = G'(n;,C) in the composition by n;-vertex variants of G2
yields a graph G® with y ¢ (G3) ~ (p (G3))3. Repeating this procedure k times leads
to a construction of a graph G*** with x; (G*™) ~ (p (Gk+1))k+1.

In order to present our proofs of Theorems 3 and 4, we need to introduce some
additional notation. Let us start with recalling Knuth’s up-arrow notation

ab if k=1,
at® =11 if k> 1and b=0,
a1t =Y (a1®) (b—1)) otherwise,

where a,b,k € N, and its inverse a [*) n, which is the largest integer b such that
n > a 1t*) b. Using this, we define the following Ackermann-type function Fj(b) and
its inverse fx(b):

Fe():=21% b and  fo(b) :=2 1" b.

Note that Fj(b) = 2° and fi(b) = |logy(b)], and for every k € N it holds that
Fi(1) = 2 and Fy(2) = 4. The functions also satisfy the following properties.

Fact 11. For every k € N, the following hold:
L fu(fe(Frqa(n +2))) = Fiqa(n) for every n €N,
2. fes1(4M) < fi(fi(M)) for every M > Fy(Fy (7)), and
3. > o Fr(b) < Fi(n+1) for every n € N.

For a proof, see Appendix A. We are now ready to present the main lemma.

LEMMA 12. Let Cy be the constant from Proposition 8. For every k € N and
C > Cy there is ng == ng(k, C) such that for all n > ng there is an n-vertex Kok -
free graph G := G*(n, C) with the following properties:

hd Xf(G) 2> Ck’
e p(G)<1.001-3%.C, and
o G[W] is 3k-colorable for every W C V(G) such that [W| < fu(fe(n)).

Proof. For any fixed C' > Cj, we proceed by induction on k. As the case k = 1
follows by letting G := G*(n, C) from Proposition 8, we may assume k > 2.

Let M be the smallest positive integer such that fip(4M) < fi—1 (fx—1(M)).
Note that M < Fj_1(F;_1(7)) by the second property of Fact 11. We set ng(k,C) :=
max {M, Fy, (4-no(k —1,C))}. Given n > ng(k,C), we define m to be the largest
integer such that

m+ZFk(m+3i—6)§n.

i=2
Note that Fj(4m — 1) > n, as otherwise the third property of Fact 11 yields

m—+1
(m+1)+ Y F(m+3i—6) < F(4m—1) <n,
=2

contradicting the maximality of m. Therefore,
Fk(4m) > Fk(4m — 1) > ’I’Lo(k,C) > Fk(4n0(k; — 1,0)),

and hence m > no(k — 1,C). We set by := m, and b; := Fi(m + 3i — 6) for every
1=2,3,...,m— 1. Finally, we set b, :==n—>_ b;.

<m
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Let H := G'(m,C), and let G; := G*~1(b;,C) for all i € [m]. We define G :=
H{G1,Ga,...,Gp}. Clearly, the graph G contains no Ky« ;. In the following three
claims, we show that G has the desired three properties.

Cram 13. x5(G) > C*.

Proof. By the induction hypothesis, x¢(H) > C and x;(G;) > C*~1 for all
i € [m]. Therefore, Proposition 5 yields the desired lower-bound on xf(G). 0

CrLaM 14. p(G) <1.001-3%-C.

Proof. Fixan X C V(G). Our aim is to show that o (G[X]) > |X|/ (1.001 - 3% - C).
For i € [m], let X; be X NV(G;). As in the proof of Theorem 2, let

S:={ie[m:|Xi| < fro1(fe—1(b:))} and  B:=[m]\S.

First, suppose the case |Uz‘eS Xi| > |X|/3. By the definition of S and the proper-
ties of G;, every subgraph G[X;], where ¢ € S, has an independent set of size at least
|X;|/3*~1. On the other hand, x(H) < 1.001 - C, so the projection of at least one of
the color classes of the optimal coloring of H on | J,c g X; contains an independent set
of size at least

> (X 1 | X
£~ 3k=1 1.001-C ~ 1.001-3*.C"
€S

Now suppose ’UieB Xi‘ > 2|X]/3, and let z be the maximum index in B. If z = 1,
then |X;| > 2|X|/3. On the other hand, if z > 2, then

fro1(fre1(02)) = fro1 (o1 (Fu(m 432 = 6))) = Fy(m +3z —8) > > b,
i<z
where the equality and the last inequality follow from the first and the third properties
of Fact 11, respectively. Therefore, | X, | > |X|/3 and G,[X.] contains an independent
set of the sought size by p(G.) < 1.001-3*~1.C. 0

CrAM 15. G[W] is 3%-colorable for every W C V with [W| < fu(fr(n)).

Fix a set W C V of size at most f(fx(n)). First, let Z := {i : WNV(G;) # 0}.
Clearly, [Z] < [W| < fi(fr(n)). Since fiy(n) < 4m and fi(x) < log,logy(z/4), we
conclude that |Z] < log,log,(v(H)). Therefore, there exists a proper 3-coloring of

the induced subgraph H[Z].
By the second property of Fact 11, for every ¢ € [m] it holds that

V(G) NW| < W] < fi(dm) < fee1(fim1(m)) < fr—1(fr—1(bi))-

Therefore, the induction hypothesis yields that each V(G;) N W induces a 3F~1-
colorable subgraph of G, and hence x(G[W]) < 3% by Proposition 6. |

Theorem 3 is a direct consequence of Lemma 12 applied with & = 2. It remains
to establish Theorem 4.

Proof of Theorem 4. Let Py := (2C0)2. Given P > Py, let C := /P/1.001 and
k := |logs C|. Applying Lemma 12 with k¥ and C yields an ng(k, C)-vertex graph G
with p(G) < P and x(G) > Cllog:s €1 > 00 (C) 5 (*(P)/5, |

4. Concluding remarks. We presented various constructions of graphs where
the fractional chromatic number grows much faster than the Hall ratio, which refuted
Conjecture 1. It is natural to ask whether the conclusion in Conjecture 1 can be
relaxed and the fractional chromatic number of a graph is always upper-bounded by
some function of its Hall ratio.
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QUESTION 16. Is there a function g : R — R such that x;(G) < g(p(Q)) for every
graph G?

Theorem 4 shows that if such a function g exists, then g(z) > ™ (®)/5 While
preparing our manuscript, we learned that Dvofdk, Ossona de Mendez, and Wu [4]
constructed graphs with Hall ratio at most 18 and arbitrary large fractional chromatic
number. Therefore, the answer to Question 16 is no.

Conjecture 1 was partially motivated by another conjecture of Harris concerned
with fractional colorings of triangle-free graphs, which was inspired by a famous result
of Johansson [10] (for a recent short proof, see [14]) stating that x(G) = O(A/In A)
for every triangle-free graph G with maximum degree A.

CONJECTURE 17 ([7, Conjecture 6.2]). There is C' such that x;(G) < C-d/Ind
for every triangle-free d-degenerate graph G.

A classical result of Ajtai, Komlds, and Szemerédi [1] and an averaging argument
together yield that p(G) = O(d/Ind) for G and d as above. Therefore, if Conjecture 1
could be recovered in the triangle-free setting, it would immediately yield the sought
bound on xy in Conjecture 17.

QUESTION 18. Is there C' such that x;(G) < C - p(G) for every triangle-free
graph G?

In [11], it was been mentioned that the sequence of Mycelski graphs might provide
a negative answer to Question 18, but we still do not know. For Kj5-free graphs, The-
orem 3 shows that the answer is definitely negative. As a possibly simpler question,
does the answer stay negative in the case of Ky-free graphs?

QUESTION 19. Is there C such that xs(G) < C- p(G) for every Ky-free graph G ¢

Let us conclude with an additional motivation for studying Conjecture 17. Es-
peret, Kang, and Thomassé [5] conjectured that dense triangle-free graphs must con-
tain dense induced bipartite subgraphs.

CONJECTURE 20 ([5, Conjecture 1.5]). There exists C > 0 such that any triangle-
free graph with minimum degree at least d contains an induced bipartite subgraph of
minimum degree at least C' - 1Ind.

Erdés—Rényi random graphs of the appropriate density show that the bound
would be, up to the constant C, best possible. A relation between the fractional
chromatic number and induced bipartite subgraphs proven in [5, Theorem 3.1] shows
that if Conjecture 17 holds, then Conjecture 20 holds as well. Very recently, Kwan,
Letzter, Sudakov, and Tran [12] proved a slightly weaker version of Conjecture 20
where the bound C - lnn is replaced by C - lnn/Inlnn.

Appendix A. Proof of Fact 11.  The definitions of fx and Fji1 readily
yield that fi (Fr+1(n+1)) = Frp1(n). Therefore, fi (fix (Fit1(n+2))) = Frp1(n),
proving the first property.

For every k,n € N, a straightforward induction yields that Fj(n) > n+1. This in
turn implies that Fy11(n) = Fg(Fryr1(n —1)) > Fix(n) > 2. Similarly, for all &k € N,
the functions Fj(-) and f(-) are monotone nondecreasing. Therefore, for all k € N
and n > 7, it holds that

Fiop1(n) = Fu(Fi(Fu(Fe(Figa (n — 4))))) > 250 270)5) > 4 BB (n+ 1) + 1),

Since Fi(fr(M)+1) > M > Fi(fu(M)), we assert that frp11(4M) < fi(fx(M)) for
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all M > Fi(Fy(7)). Indeed, otherwise

AM =2 Fio1 (froer(4M)) 2 Fiopa (fi(fi(M))) = 4 - F(Fy (fi(f(M)) +1) + 1) > 4M,

a contradiction. This concludes the proof of the second property.
The last property is proven by induction on k. Indeed, the case k = 1 is the sum
of a geometric progression. If k > 2, then by the induction hypothesis

Fk+1 nfl)

D P (d) =) Fe(Frpa(b— 1)) < Fi(i) < Fi(Fpyr(n—1) +1).
b=0 b=0 1=0

However, the right-hand side is at most Fi(Fi(Frr1(n —1))) = Frp1(n+1).
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