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1 Introduction

In physics folklore, going from d dimensions to d + 1 dimensions can often be interpreted as
some sort of K-theoretic uplift. For example, Donaldson/Seiberg-Witten theory in twisted
four-dimensional N = 2 supersymmetric theories becomes a K-theoretic analogue [1] in a
five-dimensional N = 1 supersymmetric theory.

Another such uplift has recently attracted attention: quantum K theory [2H9] arises in
descriptions of three-dimensional supersymmetric gauge theories, ‘uplifting’ Gromov-Witten
invariants of two-dimensional (2,2) supersymmetric theories. In particular, physics compu-
tations of the quantum K theory invariants, analogues of Gromov-Witten invariants, have
been discussed in [10-15] (see also |16H29]).

The three-dimensional gauge theories in question are three-dimensional gauged linear
sigma models, and they have a few complications relative to their two-dimensional counter-
parts. The most important is the existence of possible Chern-Simons terms. In order to
match the ordinary quantum K theory arising in mathematics, one must, for example, pick
Chern-Simons levels carefully. (Other values of the levels may correspond to twisted quan-
tum K theories described in [9].) A precise dictionary for such choices has been worked out
for three-dimensional N = 2 supersymmetries theories without a superpotential; however,
as we shall see in this paper, that dictionary breaks down in theories with a superpotential,
and one of our results will be a proposed extension to some examples with a superpotential.

Now, computing quantum K theory rings from GLSMs, much as with quantum coho-
mology rings [30], relies on being able to work over a nontrivial Coulomb branch, which is
often complicated in theories with a superpotential. However, there do exist some clean ex-
amples of theories with superpotential in which it is known that one can compute quantum
cohomology rings. Low-degree hypersurfaces in projective spaces are one set of examples,
and another are symplectic Grassmannians, as discussed in [31,32]. In this paper, using
the Chern-Simons level ansatz mentioned above, we will compute quantum K theory rings
arising from physics for low-degree hypersurfaces in projective spaces and Lagrangian Grass-
mannians, and compare to known mathematics results.

One point that may be of interest for mathematicians is that in these cases, the quantum
K theory relations arise as derivatives of a universal function, known in physics as the twisted
one-loop effective superpotential. We will discuss this in detail later.

Another point that may be of interest for mathematicians is that we provide two new
descriptions of the quantum K theory rings of ordinary and symplectic Grassmannians, in
bases of shifted Wilson lines and A, classes, both of which are motivated by physics. We
plan to address the mathematical details in [33].

We begin in section [2| with a review of basics, including the quantum K theory ring of



ordinary Grassmannians, in order to make this paper self-contained. In section |3|we describe
the quantum K theory ring of Grassmannians in a basis of shifted Wilson lines, as motivated
by physical considerations, and anticipating a rigorous presentation in [33]. In section
we describe the quantum K theory ring of Grassmannians in another basis, of A, classes of
universal subbundles and quotient bundles on the Grassmannian, also motivated by physics,
which we intend to describe rigorously in [33].

In section [5| we briefly review the physical derivation of quantum K theory rings for
hypersurfaces in projective spaces, as a warm-up exercise for symplectic Grassmannians.

In section [ we finally turn to quantum K theory rings of symplectic Grassmannians.
After reviewing basics of GLSM descriptions of symplectic Grassmannians, and checking
that physics correctly predicts known mathematics results for the case of LG(2,4), we give
predictions for quantum K theory rings of symplectic Grassmannians in a shifted Wilson
line basis, and A, class relations for Lagrangian Grassmannians, which we intend to address
mathematically in [33]. In section [7| we check these descriptions of the quantum K theory
ring in the cases of LG(2,4) and LG(3,6). Finally, in appendix [A] we list some results for
the quantum K theory ring of LG(3,6).

Much of this paper focuses on Lagrangian and symplectic Grassmannians. GLSMs for
orthogonal Grassmannians were also discussed in [31}32]; however, many of those GLSMs
do not have nontrivial Coulomb branches, and others have mixed Higgs/Coulomb branches,
making it impossible to apply the analysis of this paper.

2 Review and ordinary Grassmannians

2.1 Basics

Briefly, quantum K theory arises in physics from N = 2 supersymmetric gauged linear sigma
models in three dimensions. Consider a GLSM on a three-manifold of the form S* x 3, for
>) a Riemann surface. This theory admits half-BPS Wilson lines, that are independent of
motions along Y. Briefly, quantum K theory arises as the OPE algebra] of Wilson loops
about the S*.

Such OPE algebras can be computed by reduction to two dimensions. One can build an
effective two-dimensional (2,2) supersymmetric GLSM with a Kaluza-Klein tower of fields.
Using zeta function regularization, one can sum the contributions to the twisted one-loop

In passing, although a full topological twist of the three-dimensional theory does not exist, one can
(partially) twist, along X. See |17] for details.



effective action, and obtain [19, equ'n (2.33)]

1 1
W(u,v) = ik‘ab (Inz,) (Inxy) + §kaF (Inz,) (Inyp)

+ Z Ing,) (Inz,) + Z (m Z o ) (Inz,)

w pos’

+ Z [Liz (x”y:) + }L(pi(ln@ —Hnyi)Q] . (2.1)

In the expression above, i indexes fields, y; = exp(27miy;) encodes flavor symmetries, u, = Ro,
for R the radius of the three-dimensional S' and o, the eigenvalues of the diagonalized
adjoint-valued ¢ in the two-dimensional vector multiplet, z, = exp(2miu,), and

= Hxal = exp (2mip;(u)). (2.2)

Because of their three-dimensional origins, the ¢’s are periodic, with periodicity which we
will take to be
04 ~ 0o +1/R, (2.3)

under which the z, = exp(2miRo,) are invariant. (In passing, note that in the limit R — 0,
this becomes the ordinary non-periodic scalar of a two-dimensional supersymmetric theory.)
Also, in principle the (Ing)(Inz) term could be recast as a (Inz)(Iny) term, but we have
kept it separate for clarity.

The o on the second line are root vectors, contributing a phase to g, (much as in e.g. [37]
and references therein). The resulting phase could be absorbed into a shift of ¢, but we have
chosen to work in conventions in which they are kept explicit, so as to match conventions of
other sources. For the case of gauge group U(k), it can be shown that

ir >y af = in(k—1) (2.4)

for all a, so the effect will be to multiply ¢ by the phase (—)*~1.

For later use, a handy identity is

o _. .
$%L12(x) = Lij(z) = —In(1 — x). (2.5)

For three-dimensional N = 2 theories without a superpotential, the Chern-Simons levels
describing the ordinary quantum K theory rings are determined by starting with an N =4
theory in three dimensions and integrating out fields to build the given N = 2 theory. For



an abelian gauge theory in which @’ denotes the charge of the ith chiral superfield under
the ath U(1) factor,

1 o
ab __ [aY)
k? = —3 E Q.Q%. (2.6)
(In a U(1) gauge theory, this coincides with U(1)_1/, quantization [22, section 2.2].)

Mixed gauge-flavor levels are determined in the same fashion. If the ith chiral superfield
has R-charge r;,

g = —%Zng— 1). (2.7)

(See also 12} section 2.2] for a discussion of windows of levels for which one recovers quantum
K theory.) For a nonabelian simple gauge group G with matter in representation R,

ke = —(1/2)T5(R), (2.8)

where Ty(R) is the quadratic index of the representation R, normalized so that, in SU(k),
T5(fundamental) = 1.

The expression for the twisted one-loop effective superpotential has been written in terms
of an abelianization of the gauge group. Let us now consider a nonabelian gauge theory.
Specifically, consider a U(k) gauge theory. Here, there are two levels, one for the overall
trace U(1), another for SU(k). Using the facts that

tI‘U(k)Uz = 202, (29)
1a ’

trymo? = E(Zaa> : (2.10)

trsumo” = trpwo” — truao’, (2.11)

where o is adjoint-valued and the o, its eigenvalues, we see that kg (1) couples to

2
1

. (Zlnxa> : (2.12)
and ksy ) couples to

> (nx,)* - %(Z lnxa> . (2.13)



As a result, we take

2
kPugup = ksu i) Zu - = (Zua) + kl;{:(l) (Zua) , (2.14)

a

— ksuu Zu + kSU““) <Zu> . (2.15)

a

Furthermore, we take

2
1 1
DITTEIEEI S 3 oI B 210
i i a b
For example, for n copies of the fundamental representation of U(k),
P = 0 (2.17)

(independent of the flavor index i), and so

a

in this case.

So far, we have discussed the Chern-Simons levels that one should pick in a three-
dimensional N = 2 supersymmetric theory without superpotential, so as to reproduce ordi-
nary quantum K theory (as we will verify in examples shortly). In principle, there is one
other matter about which we should also be careful, namely the ‘topological vacua’ [24.25/34].
These are closely related to discrete Coulomb vacua in two-dimensional GLSMs [35,36]. If
they are present in a given GLSM phase, then they should be considered part of the geometry
of that phase, a modification of the target space, which would complicate efforts to derive
quantum K theory relations from physics. As a result, to hope for a derivation of quantum
K theory, one must require that there are no topological vacua in that phase, which typically
constrains possible Chern-Simons levels.

Next, let us consider the operators. In the reduction to two dimensions, the Wilson line
operators become two-dimensional operators of the form

Tr exp (2miRo) , (2.19)

where o denotes the adjoint-valued scalar in the two-dimensional (2,2) supersymmetric vector
multiplet, and then derive OPE relations from the equations of motion for o derived from
the twisted-one-loop effective action, in the same fashion as one ordinarily derives quantum
cohomology relations in two-dimensional theories [30].

8



Mathematically, those Wilson line operators correspond in K theory to locally-free sheaves.
The quantum K theory relations are typically stated as relations between varieties — for
Grassmannians, Schubert varieties.

For later use, in two-dimensional nonabelian theories, it is important to take into account
the excluded loci when deriving quantum cohomology relations. For example, in a U (k) gauge
theory, on the Coulomb branch, o, # o, for a # b. The x fields obey analogous relations,
in this case x, # x;, for a # b. This is not a stronger constraint, because the o, descending
from three dimensions are cylinder-valued, and so o, # oy, if and only if x, # xy.

If R denotes the radius of the three-dimensional S!, then the ordinary quantum coho-
mology relations are obtained as the R — 0 limit of the relations amongst the Schubert
varieties. (In fact, in this limit, the operators corresponding to the Schubert varieties reduce
to Schur polynomials in the ¢’s, which are precisely the operators describing quantum coho-
mology rings in GLSMs.) In such limits, it is important to distinguish the three-dimensional ¢
(henceforward gs4) from the ordinary two-dimensional g (¢go4) arising in quantum cohomology
computations in GLSMs. In three dimensions, ¢ is dimensionless, but the two-dimensional
version is not. Instead, it is related by dimensional-transmutation, giving a factor A%, where
by is determined by the two-dimensional beta function (axial R-symmetry anomaly). For ex-
ample, for a U(k) theory with n fundamentals, by = n. Absorbing dimensions into R, in
that case we have

43a = R"qoa- (2.20)

The ordinary quantum cohomology ring admits a grading, which in the two-dimensional
theory corresponds to the axial R-symmetry or BRST grading. In three dimensions, there
is no such symmetry, and indeed, the quantum K theory products are not consistent with
such a symmetry. We shall see this in examples later in this paper.

2.2 Review of projective spaces

For projective spaces, the quantum K theory ring is identical to the quantum cohomology
ring. In this section, we will establish that fact in terms of the twisted one-loop effective
superpotential and its dilogarithms for the three-dimensional theory.

In the physical realization of the quantum cohomology ring, we identify cohomology
classes with Young tableaux, which are identified with Schur polynomials. For projective
spaces, this dictionary takes the following form:

0 = o, (2.21)
M = o2 (2.22)
oo = o°, (2.23)



and so forth. On P, there is the relation ™" ~ q.

In the physical realization of quantum K theory, we identify K theory classes with Young
tableaux, which are identified with Chern characters exp(27io) as discussed in section [2.1]

In the case of a GLSM for the projective space P", the two-dimensional twisted one-loop
effective superpotential derived from equation ({2.1)) is

Wo— %(w ”"2”) (mz) + (ng)(nz) + ;Lig(as). (2.24)

(The (n+1)/4(Inx)? term arises from the (1/4)p(Inz)? term in equation (2.1)).) In U(1)_1 2
quantization in this theory,

1
P (2.25)
2
so we see that the first term in the superpotential W drops out, leaving
n+1
W = (Ing) (Inz) + Y Lis(x). (2.26)
i=1
From this one derives the equations of motion
(1—z)" = q. (2.27)

In terms of K theory, we identify the operator W = x with § = O(—1) in the Grothendieck
group of P, and so we have the relation

(1-9)"" = ¢ (2.28)
In terms of Schubert varieties, the hyperplane class O is the cokernel of an inclusion S — O:
00— S — 0 — 07 — 0, (2.29)

hence in terms of K theory,
S+ 00 =1, (2.30)

or simply W7 =1 — O, so we have the quantum K theory relation
(0" = ¢ (2.31)
Now, for completeness, let us consider the R — 0 limit, to recover ordinary quantum
cohomology. In this limit, the Schubert varieties reduce to Schur polynomials in o’s:
O7 = 1-Wh=1-exp(2miRo), (2.32)
— 1—(1+27miRo) = —2miRo. (2.33)

10



The quantum K theory relation becomes
(—2miR)" o™ = gy, (2.34)
and since from section we know that ¢34 = R""'qoq in this case, we have
o™ o g, (2.35)

as both sides are at the same (leading) order in the radius R. This is, of course, the well-
known quantum cohomology ring relation for P™.

2.3 Review of ordinary Grassmannians and Schubert class bases

Physical realizations of quantum K theory rings for ordinary Grassmannians have recently
been discussed in detail in [12,21], so our overview in this section will be brief, focused
on setting up some ideas for use in later sections. In particular, we include this discussion
because in subsequent sections we will give novel alternative descriptions of the quantum K
theory ring of Grassmannians (in terms of the shifted Wilson line basis and A, classes), which
will themselves later be used to describe the quantum K theory of Lagrangian Grassmannians
and to compare to physics predictions.

Briefly, a Grassmannian G(k,n) is realized by a U(k) gauge theory with n fundamentals.
The levels are as follows:

(see for example |12, equ'n (2.5)], [21, equ'n (4.15)]). (In kgy@), for example, if we think of
deriving the N = 2 action from a three-dimensional N = 4 theory, the term k arises from
integrating out the extra N = 2 chiral multiplet needed to build the N = 4 vector multiplet,
and the —n/2 from integrating out half of the N = 4 hypermultiplets.)

Assembling the details from section [2.1], we see that the two-dimensional twisted one-loop
effective superpotential is

2
1 o Ky kSU ku@y = ksuw
W = §k:SU(k Z(lnxa) + Zln:pa
ln Y=t Zlnxa + nZng Tq) —Z(lnxa)2, (2.38)

+ (In(=)1) Y “Inw, + 0y Lip (). (2.39)



The equations of motion are then

(_)k—qui = (1 — :Ea)n (H 171;) . (240)

In this theory, we can interpret permutation-invariant (Schur) polynomials in the z, as either
Wilson lines or, equivalently, as Schur functors in the universal subbundle S — G(k,n), a
perspective we will utilize later.

A two-dimensional nonabelian gauge theory typically has an ‘excluded’ locus on its
Coulomb branch (see e.g. [37] for details). For a U(k) gauge theory, that excluded locus
forbids vacua in which o, = o, for a # b, which means in the present case that we can
always take x, # xp, and algebraically cancel out factors of x, — z,. In addition, since each
x is an exponential of o, we see that x can never vanish for any finite value of o, so we can
always take x, # 0.

To make this concrete, and to set up later computations, we will work through the details
for the example of the Grassmannian G(2,4). This is perhaps the simplest example in which
the quantum K theory ring differs from the quantum cohomology ring. Both the quantum
cohomology ring and the quantum K theory ring have additive generators counted by Young
tableaux fitting inside a 2 X 2 box, but they differ in their product structures.

First, we compute the quantum K theory of G(2,4) determined by physics. Here, each
Wg is given by a Schur polynomial (determined by the representation R) in the z,. For
example,

Wo = 1+, (2.41)

Wi = 2% + 25 + 2129, (2.42)

WH = T1Z9, (243)

WHI = ximy + 1123, ( )

W = i), (2.45)
where x, = exp(2miRo,). The equations of motion (2.40) become

—qr1 = (1 —$1)4($2)a —qry = (1 — x2)4(x1) (2.46)

(where we have used the fact that x, # 0, since they are exponentials, to cancel out common

factors). This implies
221 —2)* = 231 — 29)*, (2.47)

and cancelling out a common factor of x; — x5 (due to the excluded locus condition), the
difference is

—q = —1 462129 — 4z 29 (21 + To) + 2129 (23 + 175 + 23). (2.48)

12



Similarly,
—2qr179 = 23(1 — 21)* + 23(1 — 2p)%. (2.49)

After factoring out x; — x5 (which can never vanish since x; = x5 is on the excluded

locus), equation (2.47)) becomes

W - WE = W — 4WH + 4WE (2.50)
equation becomes
—g = —1+6W —4WBj+WH-WDj, (2.51)
and equation becomes
Wi Wi = W+ Wi — 4Wep + 60 (2.52)

The OPEs for the Wilson line operators W can now be derived algebraically, using the
relations above:

Wo- W = WD:|+WH, (2.53)
WH W = WBj, (2.54)
W W = 4(—q+1)— 6WD+4qWH+4WDj+ (—q+ 1)WBj, (2.55)
WHj W = —q+1- GWH + 4WBj + WE’ (2.56)
WHH W = Wh— 4WH + 4WE, (2.57)
WH : WH = WHH’ (2.58)
Wiy - WH = —q+1-— GWH + 4WBj, (2.59)
Wi Wy = Wo =40+ 40 = Wi - T, (2.60)
WHH : WH = qWH + W — 4WHj + GWHH’ (2.61)
W Wi = (—q+1)*+15(—q+1) +4(—q — 5)Wr + 10W
—(—22q+6)WH+4(—q+ 1)WHj+ (—q+ 1)WHH’ (2.62)
WBj Wy = A(—q+ 1)+ (=g + )W — 24WH + 10WHj + 4WE, (2.63)
WHH W = (—q— 15)WH + AW + IOWE’ (2.64)
WBj : WBj = AWo+ Wy — 15W — 4WBj + 16WE, (2.65)
WE : WHj = 4qWH + AW — 15WHj + ZOWE’ (2.66)
WBH : WHH = —q+1—4Wq+ (10+6q)WH+6WDj — QOWHj
+(20 + q)WBﬂ. (2.67)

13



Now, let us compare to Schubert varieties. Let O denote the Schubert variety corre-
sponding to a Young tableau T. From [38|, chapter 1.5], O corresponds to a hyperplane in
the Pliicker embedding, hence the codimension-one Schubert variety O is resolved by

0 — detS — O — O — 0. (2.68)
Taking Chern characters, this implies
ch (O) = ch(detS) + ch(0O). (2.69)

Now, ch(OQ) = 1, and for G(2,n), ch(det S) = WH, hence we have
1 = WH + ch (O). (2.70)

Other cases are analogous, but considerably more complicated in general. We simply list the
result below:

O = 1- WH, (2.71)
OH = 1-Wq+ WH, (2.72)
O = 1- 3WH + WB], (2.73)
OB:‘ = 1-Wq+ WBj — WBE‘, (2.74)
OB} = 1-2Wa+ W+ 3WH — QWBj + WH} (2.75)

14



After changing basis to the Schubert varieties above, it is straightforward to show that

O7-0 = OH + O — (’)Bj, (2.76)
OH -0 = OH:‘, (2.77)
O11-0q = (953, (2.78)
OB:‘ O = OHH +q—q0, (2.79)
OHE -0 = qO0n, (2.80)
OH : OH = OHH’ (2.81)
007 = 4, (2.82)
OB:‘ : OH = qOn, (2.83)
OHH : OH = qO0, (2.84)
O11-O = OHH’ (2.85)
OBj O = 90, (2.86)
OBH O = qOH, (2.87)
OB] . OB] = qOH + 90171 — QOB:‘, (2.88)
OBH : OBj = qOBj, (2.89)
OBH : OBH = ¢ (2.90)

These match the quantum K theory relations known to mathematics, see e.g. [5, example
5.9], and have also been previously derived in physics, see e.g. |12, table (4.8)], |21, table
(4.30)].

Now, let us compare the R — 0 limit to quantum cohomology relations. The quantum
cohomology of G(2,4) is described by Schur polynomials

0 = o1+ 09, (2.91)
1] = Uf + US + 0109, (2.92)
H = o109, (2.93)
Hj = afag + 0103, (2.94)
H = o2 (2.95)

Each of these generators cohomology of degree determined by the total number of boxes.

From the twisted one-loop effective superpotential, we have

ol = —q, (2.96)



and the excluded locus condition is o7 # 9. Since

of — o3 = (01— 02) (0} + 0702 + 0105 + 03) , (2.97)
and we know oy # 09, we therefore derive the condition
o} +oioy + 0105 + 03 = 0. (2.98)

By algebraically manipulating the equations above, we find that the relations defining

quantum cohomology of G(2,4) include

)2 = o+, (2.99)
0.m = 0 (2.100)
o.H =B (2.101)
o5 = H+yq (2.102)
o.HH = ¢o, (2.103)
<H>2 H (2.104)
Homo = ¢ (2.105)
HH = ¢o (2.106)
HH = ¢qm, (2.107)
(m)? = 0 (2.108)
m-H = ¢n (2.109)
m-H = ¢H (2.110)
(HI)Q ¢(mo+), (2.111)
H.HH = & (2.112)
(Bﬂ)z . (2.113)

The Schur polynomials above arise as the R — 0 limit of the operators O corresponding
to Schubert varieties (up to irrelevant factors). For example,

Oq = 1—WH = 1 —exp(R(o1 + 02)), (2.114)
— 1—(1+R0’1+R0’2) = —RO’l—RO'Q = —RD, (2115)

16



and similarly,

O = B = R2H, (2.116)
O — R*(0}+0;+0105) = R, (2.117)
OB:‘ = —R0ioy — RPo0) = —Rggj, (2.118)
Oy = +R'olo} = R (2.119)

where for simplicity we have suppressed most factors multiplying o’s.

If we take the limit R — 0 of the products OO above, then we can recover the products
of ordinary quantum cohomology; however, some subtleties regarding the difference between
scalings of ¢ in three dimensions and two dimensions must be taken into account, as discussed
in section Specifically, for G(2,4), since there are four fundamentals, equation (2.20)
becomes

Gza = Rqaq. (2.120)

This becomes important when determining which terms survive the R — 0 limit.

For example, in the multiplication tables above, the quantum K theory relation
OB:“OD = OBE‘ + q3¢ — 93¢0 (2.121)

becomes

R (Bj~D> = R'I + Rlgyy — R (2.122)

for small R, where again we have suppressed irrelevant factors. In the limit R — 0, the
last term, proportional to R®, is subleading, and we are left with the quantum cohomology
relation ([2.102), as expected. For another example, for small R, the quantum K theory
relation

O7-04 = OH + O — OBj (2.123)

becomes

RX(O-0) = R? <H+Dj> - p (2.124)

In the R — 0 limit, the last term is suppressed, and we recover the ordinary quantum
cohomology relation (2.99)), as expected. (Ultimately this is due to a global U(1) symmetry
present in two dimensions, but not three, resulting in a grading respected by the quantum
cohomology ring, but not the quantum K theory ring.) Proceeding in this fashion, it is
straightforward to check that the R — 0 limit of the quantum K theory relations reproduces
the quantum cohomology relations.

17



3 Shifted Wilson line basis for Grassmannians

So far we have discussed bases consisting of Wilson lines (Schur polynomials in the x,) and
Schubert classes (which must be computed on a case-by-case basis for each geometry). In
this section, we will briefly discuss another basis, shifted Wilson lines, which we will use for
computational efficiency later.

3.1 Proposal

Briefly, shifted Wilson lines (denoted SW) are Schur polynomials in z, = 1 — z,, instead
of the z,. They can be related to a basis of Wilson lines with relatively straightforward
algebra. For example, for a U(2) gauge theory, one has Wilson lines

WD = 21+ 2o, (31)
W = a:f + x% + T129,
WH = I1X2.

In such a gauge theory, the shifted Wilson lines are defined by

SWo = 2142 = 2-Wn,
SWo = 22420+ 2120 = 3— 3Wo+ W,
SWH = Z1R2 = 1—WD+WH

We propose that that the quantum K theory relations for G(k,n) can be described in
a basis of shifted Wilson lines as follows. (We plan to address the mathematical details
in [33].) First, let e;(z) denote the elementary symmetric polynomials in z, i.e.,

ei(z) = SWy, (3.7)

where SWi: denotes the shifted Wilson line associated to a Young tableau consisting of one
column with 7 boxes, for example:

e1(z) = ZZ“’ es(2) = Zzazb, es(z) = Z ZaZbZes (3.8)
a a<b a<b<c

and so forth. (See e.g. [31, appendix A] for more information.) Furthermore, in a basis of
variables vy, -, v,_k, We write

ei(v) = (=)0, (3.9)

where O; is the Schubert class associated to the Young tableau with one row of i boxes.
(We will see that the vy can be identified with roots distinct from the z; of a characteristic
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polynomial arising from physics.) Define Z;, V; for 1 <1i < n as follows:

o eir1(2) — i (2) + -+ (=) ep(z) 1<i<k—1,
Z;, = { . poien (3.10)
0 1<i<n—k,
= (—)”"“(ij)q n—k+1<i<n. (3-11)

Then,

Z (=)’ SWiex Oy = V; +

a+b=1

SWhitr — SWhite + -+ + (—)k_l_iSWyc 1<i<k—-1,
0 else.

(3.12)
Rather than try to give a rigorous proof of this description (see instead [33]), we will give a
few examples, plus a derivation from the physical chiral ring relations, demonstrating that
this basis is very natural for physics.

To be clear, the shifted Wilson line variables have appeared previously in e.g. [12]; how-
ever, we are not aware of previous work giving a presentation of the quantum K theory ring
in a basis of this form.

3.2 Example: projective space P"

First, let us confirm that this gives the expected result for the quantum K theory ring of
a projective space P* = G(1,n + 1). From the proposal above, we have e;(z) = SW; = z,
SWia =0 fora>1,all Z; =0, and

S A 31
Furthermore, as noted in section [2.2] for a projective space,
O =071=0-S=1—-2=2z2=5SW, SW, =1, (3.14)
and
Op = (O™ = 2™ (3.15)
The quantum K theory ring is then predicted to have the relations (3.12))
SWixO —SWyxO; = 0, (3.16)
since SWi2 = 0, hence O; = SW, then for 2 < i < n,
SWixO;_1 — SWyxO; = 0, (3.17)
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hence O; = SW; * O;_1, and finally

(=)"SWy1 0O, = (—)"q, (3.18)

or more simply,
SWy 0, = q, (3.19)
which algebraically is just z"™' = ¢. (We have used standard conventions in which the

Schubert class O, 1 = 0 on P".) This is precisely the expected quantum K theory relation
for P, so we see that the prediction (3.12)) does indeed work in this case.

3.3 Example: G(2,4)

Next, let us turn to the case of G(2,4). Here, we will begin by rewriting the physical ring
relations in a way that will help link the details of the mathematics proposal above, and
then at the end we will give a detailed computational verification of (3.12) in this case.

In the case of G(2,4), we can rewrite the physical ring relations (2.46)) in terms of these
variables as follows:

—q(1—2z) = 2{(1 — 2), —q(1 —2) = z(1—2z), (3.20)
or more simply,
2t —ey(2)22 — qza +q = 0. (3.21)
Note that z; 5 are two of the roots of the corresponding polynomial
th—ey(2)t —qt +q = 0. (3.22)
Let wy denote the four roots of this polynomial, then by comparing coefficients with
4
[t = we) = " = ex(w)® + ex(w)t” — es(w)t + es(w), (3.23)
=1
we have
er(w) = eyz), (3.24)
ea(w) = 0, (3.25)
es(w) = q, (3.26)
es(w) = q. (3.27)

(This is often known more formally as Vieta’s theorem.) Without loss of generality we can
identify w, o with z; 9, then from the equations above, we have

) —ei(z) = exz) —ei(2), (
wawy = ex(w) — ez(2) — (zrw3 + 21wy + 22w3 + 20wy) , (3.29
= —e2(2) —er(z)(ws +wy) = —e2(2) —e1(2) (e2(2) —e1(z)),  (
— —ea2) — e(2)eal2) + e (2)2 (
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In passing, note that if we identify w3, wy with the v, in the statement of the quantum
K theory ring in shifted Wilson lines, then

e1(v) = wstwy = ex2) —er(z) = — (1 —ex(x)), (3.32)
- (3.33)
ea(v) = wswy = —eq(2) — e1(2)ea(2) +e1(2)?, (3.34)
= 1—3es(z) +er(z)ea(z) = 1— SWH + WHj, (3.35)
- O, (3.36)

using the expressions for Schubert classes in equations (2.71)), (2.73)). This confirms the
dictionary (3.9)) for G(2,4).

Plugging into equations (3.26)), (3.27)), we have
e1(2)’ — 2e1(2)ea(2) — e1(2)%e2(2) + €2(2)* = ¢, (3.37)

e1(2)%ex(2) — ea(2)? — e1(2)ex(2)? = q. (3.38)

These are the implications of the physical ring relations for G(2,4), in the shifted variables.
It is straightforward to check that equation ([3.37]) matches equation from our previous
analysis of the GLSM for G(2,4). For later comparisons, note that the difference between
these two equations is

(e1(2) — ea(2)) (e1(2)* — 2ea(2) — e1(2)ex(2)) = 0. (3.39)
In x variables, this becomes

WH . WBj = Wh— 4WH + 4WH}’ (3.40)

which matches the product (2.60|) derived earlier.

Now, to close our discussion of G(2,4), let us give a detailed verification of the pro-
posal (3.12) in this example. Briefly, that proposal predicts the following relations:

1.
SWl*O—SWO*Ol = SW12, (341)
or more simply,
O = e1(z) — ea(2). (3.42)
2.
SW12*O—SW1*01+SWO*OQ = 0, (343)
or more simply,
Oy = Oy = €1(2)07 — ea(2). (3.44)
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— SWi2x O+ SWi %0y = g, (3.45)
or more simply,
—e(2)0 + e1(2)0 = ¢, (3.46)
4.
SWi2x Oy = q. (3.47)
or more simply,
e (2)017 = ¢ (3.48)

The first two equations are equivalent to the definitions of O and Orr7. The second two
equations, match the Vieta theorem implications , . Thus, we see that the
proposal correctly reproduces the physics predictions for quantum K theory relations
in shifted Wilson line variables for G(2,4).

3.4 Derivation for general cases

Now that we have seen how the proposal works in a few examples, we will give a general
argument for why the proposal (3.12]) arises from physics.

The equations of motion are given in equation ([2.40)),

(_)k—qul;—l — (1 — :Ea)n (H {L‘b) (349)

b#a

(after a cancellation following from the fact that the z, # 0). In shifted Wilson line variables
Zq = 1 — x4, this is

(=) g1 — z)"t = 27 (H(1 — zb)> , (3.50)

b#a

= 27 [1 — (Zzb> + ( Z zbzc) — ] (3.51)
b#a b<c,b,c#a

We can rewrite the left-hand side in terms of Weyl-invariant combinations by multiplying
in factors of z,, and successively adding/subtracting terms. For example, for G(3,6), for
a = 1, the left-hand side is

Z? [1 — (ZQ + 23) + (ZQZg)] = Z? — 215(2122 + 2123> + Z?(ZlZQZg), (352)
= 25— 2ey(2) + 22923 + 2es(2), (3.53)
= zf — z? (e2(2) —e3(2)) + zfeg(z). (3.54)
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Proceeding in this fashion, it is straightforward to demonstrate that

zy (H(l — zb)>
b#a

= Zy — 23‘1 (ez<2)—e3<2)+64(2) () Pen(2)
(3(2)—64(Z)+e5(2) o () Pen(2)
T (ea(2) —es(2) +es(z) = 4 (=) Tex(2))

+ 4 (= )"_k+1z;‘_k+lek(z). (3.55)

Thus, the physics equations of motion become

() a1 = 2)" = 2y = 27 (ealz) —es(2) +ea(z) =+ (2) T Pen(2)
+ 207 (e3(2) — ealz) +es(2) — -+ + (=) Pen(2))
— 77 (eaz) —es(2) +eo(z) — -+ (=) Hen(2))

o ()R k“ek(z). (3.56)

Since this holds for all values of a, we can think of the a as roots of the following polynomial,
which we will refer to as a characteristic polynomial:

(=) g =) = " — " (e2(z) —e3(2) Fea(z) — - 4 (—) Pen(2))
+1772 (e3(2) = eal2) +es(2) — - 4 (=) Pen(2))
— "3 (64 —es5(z) +eg(2) — -+ (=) en(2))
+ (=) R L e (2)), (3.57)

In passing, although we have used the term ‘characteristic polynomial,” it is important
to note that it is not unique. For example, the polynomial z;(z; + z2) can be interpreted as
either zf + ey or z1eq, which lead to t? + ey or tei, respectively. Regardless of choices, the
desired z, will still emerge as some of the roots. That said, the interpretation of the e;(v)
(for v denoting the remaining roots) may change.

The characteristic polynomial above has degree n, but there are only k z,’s. We will
denote the other n — k roots by vy, for 1 < ¢ <mn — k. Let {w;} denote the collection of all
roots {z,,v¢}. Since the coefficient of ¢ in the characteristic polynomial is 1, we can write
it as

H(t—wi) = t" — ey (w)t" Tt + ep(w)t"? — ez(w)t" P + - 4+ (—)en(w).  (3.58)
Clearly, the coefficient of "~ is (—)%;(w). Comparing to the characteristic polynomial

above, the coefficient of t"~* in the right-hand-side is (—)*Z;, in the notation of the pro-
posal (3.12)), and similarly the coefficient of " in

— (=) g1 — )t (3.59)

23



is (—)'V;. Putting this together, from comparing the coefficients of "%, and cancelling out

the common (—)* factor, we have

Now, it is straightforward to see that

er(w) = e(z)+ei(v),
es(w) = es(2) +e1(2)er(v) + ex(v),
es(w) = e3(2) +ea(z)er(v) + er(2)ex(v) + es(v),
and so forth. Furthermore,
ei(w) = SWis,
and, as proposed in section [3.1]
¢j(v) = (=)0,
hence

ei(w) = Y (=)'SWie * Oy
a+b=i
Assembling these pieces, we have

> (-)SWix Oy = Vi + Zi,

a+b=1i
which is the proposal (3.12) for the quantum K theory ring of G(k,n).

3.5 Useful identities

(3.60)

(3.61)
(3.62)
(3.63)

(3.64)
(3.65)

(3.66)

(3.67)

Finally, let us close this subsection with some identities that will be helpful later. Let e;(z)
denote the ith elementary symmetric polynomial in the z,, as before. Then, for gauge group

U(k) (so that there are k x,’s),

er(r) = Zxa = Z(l—za) = k—e(2),

ea(r) = aébxaxb :a( I; ) - ( kIl )61(2) + e2(2),
es(z) = ag;ca:axb:vc,

and more generally, for n < k,

en(z) = (i) - (ij )el(z) + (f;:;)eg(z) bt (<) en(2).

(3.68)

(3.69)

(3.70)

(3.71)

(3.72)



4 ), class relations for ordinary Grassmannians

In this section we will give another description of the quantum K theory ring of Grassman-
nians, in a basis determined by the exterior powers of the universal subbundle and universal
quotient bundle. An analogous description will play an important later in relating the quan-
tum K theory of Lagrangian Grassmannians to physics computations.

To this end, for any vector bundle & — X of rank r, define
ME) =10y’ NED--- Yy N E (4.1)
as an element of K theory. One of the basic properties of this construction is that
MEBF) = (ME)® (NF). (4.2)

(See e.g. |39, appendix A] for other useful identities satisfied by this and the related sym-
metrization map.) In particular, applying the splitting principle, if (formally) we write £ as
a sum of line bundles

E=L,®--L,, (4.3)

then
ME = Q) (L+yLy). (4.4)

a

Now, let us apply this to give a description of the quantum K theory ring of a Grassman-
nian. Begin with the canonical short exact sequence on a Grassmannian G(k, n) relating the
(rank k) universal subbundle S to the (rank n — k) universal quotient bundle @Q:

0O—S — 0" — Q@ — 0. (4.5)

Classically, this implies that
Ay(SA(Q) = (1 +y)", (4.6)
where we identify 1 = O.

We propose that the quantum K theory relations for G(k,n) are given by

A(S)* A (Q) = (1+y)" — Q%_ly"‘i NS, (4.7)
= (1+y)" —q :eot )@y (A (S) — 1), (4.8)

A(@Q7) + Ay (S7) = (T4y)" — qnfk_ly“ A Q, (4.9)
NS = APTRQ* o (4.10

NS = AnTRQ, (4.11)
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where x denotes the product in quantum K theory, and ® is the classical tensor product.
(A mathematical proof of this relation will appear in [33].) The reader should note that the
relations are exchanged by the duality G(k,n) = G(n — k,n), which exchanges S* and Q.
The quantum K theory ring of G(k,n) is then

Z[Q] [thla X27 T 77167}/17?17 e 7?n7k]/t]7 (412)
where J is the ideal generated by

(L+yXy + " Xo -+ X)) (L+yYs + 9 Yo+ 49" Yos)
k—1

= (I+y)"—q) v 'X, (4.13)

1=0

(1 + y?l + y2?2 + -+ y”_kYn_k) (1 + yyl + y272 + -+ ykyk)

n—k—1
= (I+y)"—q¢ > ¥ 'Y, (4.14)

=0
X = Yo, (4.15)
X, = Yo, (4.16)

corresponding to the A, relations (4.7))-(4.11)) above.

This description of the quantum K theory ring is motivated by an analogous description
of the ordinary quantum cohomology of a Grassmannian G(k,n), given in e.g. |40, section
3.2] as

c(8)e(QY) = 14 (=)""q, (4.17)
where ¢ is taken to have cohomological degree n. In particular, the g correction itself is
encoded in

cr(S)en-i(Q) = (=)""q. (4.18)

In fact, we can derive the quantum cohomology relation (4.18)) as a two-dimensional limit
of the quantum K theory relation (4.7)), as follows. To do this, set y = —1, for which

lim A_1(S) ~ (—=)"RFe(S), lim A_1(Q) ~ ()" *R" e, 1(Q), (4.19)

R—0
Il%lg})detQ = 1121%1;[334 =1, (4.20)

where without loss of generality we have suppressed factors of 274, and use equation ([2.20))
to relate qzq to R™qaq, so that the quantum K theory relation (4.7)) reduces in the limit R — 0
to

(—)anck(S)Cn_k(Q) =0- an2d(_)n—k (—1 + (—)kchk<S)) . (4.21)
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Dividing out common R" factors and suppressing subleading terms which vanish in the limit,
we have

e(en-(Q) = (=) " qaa, (4.22)

or equivalently
cr(S)enk(Q") = (=)" " q2a, (4.23)

which matches (4.18]).

Now, let us examine this quantum K theory relation in detail for a projective space
P" = G(1,n+ 1). The relation (4.7)) reduces to

A(8) *x Ay(@Q) = (L+y)"" —qy™, (4.24)

since classically S = (det Q)~!. We can expand this out by coefficients of y as follows:

S+Q = n+1, (4.25)
SxQ+NQ = (”‘2”) (4.26)
SxA2Q +AQ = (”;1) (4.27)
and so forth, culminating in
S* AMIQ + AMQ = (”:1 ) (4.28)
S«A"Q = 1—g, (4.29)

where we have identified 1 with O. Solving these equations iteratively, we find

Q = n+1-8, (4.30)
NQ = (";1)—(n+1)5+5*5, (4.31)
NQ = (";1)—(n;1)5+(n+1)5*5—8*5*5, (4.32)

and so forth, with the last equation, arising from the coefficient of y"™!, implying

g = 1-SxA"Q, (4.33)
= (1-9)"t, (4.35)

where we have used S™ to denote the quantum (%) product of n copies of S. This coincides
with the quantum K theory relation (2.27) for P*, where we identify x with S.

27



Before going on, let us recast these conventions in a slightly different notation which will
make more explicit the connection to gauged linear sigma models. If we apply the splitting
principle to formally write S = @,z,, then we can write

M(S) = 14+yS+y* A2S+ PP AP S+ (4.36)
= 1+ye(2) +y’ea(x) + yPes(x) +- -+, (4.37)
where the e,(z) are the elementary symmetric polynomials in the z,, for example:
el(x) = Z Ta, eo(r) = Z ToTp, e3(x) = Z TaZpTe, (4.38)
a a<b a<b<c

and so forth, as before. These z,’s associated to S can be identified with the quantities
appearing in the GLSM twisted one-loop effective superpotential, the exponentials of the o,.
Similarly, applying the splitting principle we can formally write () = ®,%,, so that similarly

A(Q) = T+yer(E) + yea(T) + yles(@) + - -, (4.39)

but in general the &, are not directly connected to GLSM variables. (One prominent excep-
tion we will discuss later will be LG(n,2n), for which @@ = S*, so we can choose Z, to be
x, ', as we will discuss.)

Now, let us turn to G(2,4). Here, the relation (4.7)) reduces to

M) *x A (Q) = (T4y)' —q(det Q) ® (y*S +y* A*S), (4.40)
= (1+y)*—¢q (ySS ® (det Q) + y4) , (4.41)

using the fact that classically A2S = (detQ)~!. Expanding in powers of y, we get the
relations

S+Q = 4, (4.42)

NS+ S%xQ+ANQ = 6, (4.43)
A2S*Q+ SxANQ = 4—qS®(detQ) = 4 —qS*, (4.44)
NS« A2Q = 1—q, (4.45)

or equivalently, in terms of elementary symmetric polynomials,

e1(x) +e(T) = 4, (4.46)

ea(x) +er(x)er(T) + ex(T) = 6, (4.47)
ea(x)er (Z) + er(x)ea(T) 4—qe (S, (4.48)
ex(z)es(z) = 1—gq, (4.49)

where we have used the fact that classically S ® det @@ = S* for the case of G(2,4), and that

e1(S*) = 2 + O+ O = 4 —4dey(x) + er(z)ex(x). (4.50)
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(In particular, S* # @, as they have different ¢’s.)

In passing, the reader may find it helpful to note that for any vector bundle E, which by
the splitting theorem E = @®,x, formally,

em(z) = en(E) = er(AN"E). (4.51)

Now, let us simplify the expressions above. We can use the first two equations to eliminate
e1(Z) and eq(Z):

e1(2) = 4—e(x), (4.52)
e2(Z) = 6 —ex(x) — dey(x) + (1), (4.53)
or equivalently,
Q = 40 -5, (4.54)
AN’Q = 60— A*S —45 + S°. (4.55)

Plugging into the second two equations, we have

6e1 () + deg (1) — 2e1(x)eg(x) — deq(2)? + e ()?
= 4 —4q + 4qges(x) — qeq()ez(x), (4.56)

6o (1) — ex(z)? — der(z)ea(z) + ey (x)’en(x) = 1—¢q. (4.57)

So far, we have merely made explicit the implications of the A, class relations. We still
need to compare to physics predictions. To do so, we will first move to the shifted Wilson
line basis of section . Using the dictionary

e1(r) = 2—e1(2), ex) = 1—e1(2) + ea(2), (4.58)
the A, class relations (4.56)), (4.57) become

2e1(2)ea(2) — e1(2)?
= —q(2+e1(z) +e1(2)” — 2e2(2) — e1(2)e2(2)) (4.59)

—e9(2)? —e1(2)® + 2e1(2)ea(2) +er(2)?ea(z) = —q. (4.60)

Now, let us compare these equations to physics. The reader should first note that the
second equation above, (4.60)), is the same as the first of the shifted Wilson line expres-
sions (3.37)). Next, if we eliminate ¢, we can write the first equation as

[-62(2)2 —e1(2)? + 2e1(2)ea(2) + e%(z)eg(z)] [2 +e1(2) + e1(2)? — 2eq(2) — 61(2)62(2)]
= 2e1(2)ea(2) — e1(2)?
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or more simply
(e1(2) — ea(2)) [e1(2)? — 2ea(z) — e1(2)ea(2)] [-1 — e1(2)er(2)® + e2(2)] = 0. (4.61)

The first two factors were shown to vanish from the physics relation (3.39), hence we see
that the physics relations imply the A, class relations for G(2,4).

5 Hypersurfaces in projective space

So far, we have reviewed how physical Coulomb branch considerations yield mathematical
quantum K theory rings in three-dimensional theories without a superpotential. In this sec-
tion we will outline some of the complications that ensue when one adds a superpotential, in
the case of hypersurfaces in projective spaces, as a warm-up before considering the quantum
K theory ring of symplectic Grassmannians. (See also [10, section 2.1] for a related discussion
in terms of I-functions.)

5.1 Generalities

Consider U(1) gauge theories describing hypersurfaces of degree d in a projective space P".
If there were no superpotential, if we were describing the total space of the line bundle
O(—d) — P, then we would use the ansatz described earlier and take

1
k= —= 1+ d?) . 5.1
5 (n + 1+ ) (5.1)
The twisted one-loop effective superpotential is then

W= E(ne) + (nq)inz) + (n+Lis(e) + Li (™)

>
”Il(lnx)Q + i(—dlnx)Q, (5.2)
= (Ing)(Inz) + (n+ 1)Lis(z) + Li, (27%). (5.3)

The physical chiral ring relation for this noncompact model is

(1—a)" = g(1—a%) (5.4)

When we add a superpotential, so as to describe the compact hypersurface, we take
instead

k:—%(n+1+d2)+d2:—%(n+1—d2). (5.5)
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The twisted one-loop effective superpotential is then

2

d
W = E(lngc)2 + (Ing)(Inz) + (n+ 1)Lis(z) + Lis (z79), (5.6)
from which one derives the the chiral ring relation

(1—a)™ = (=) (1— 29" (5.7)

(See also [10, equ’'n (2.24)]. The corresponding quantum cohomology ring arising in the
R — 0 limit also agrees with that appearing in [41, equ'n (1.1)].) In effect, the = appearing
in the p field factor has been replaced by 1/x.

We observe that for U(1) theories, a more general formula that encompasses such cases

= _(1/2)2Qi’Qi|- (5-8)

Next, let us briefly consider the possibility of topological vacua. If these exist, they are
located at the vanishing locus of a function. In the notation of [34] (see also [24]), for massless
chirals, that function is

F(o) = C+ko+ = (ZQ 1@1> o], (5.9)

where ( is the Fayet-Iliopoulos parameter. For the k above, this simplifies to
F(o) = (+k(oc—|o]). (5.10)
Note that for ¢ > 0, this theory has no topological vacua, since F' never vanishes.

Before going on, let us elaborate on why we chose the level above for the compact hy-
persurface. One way to motivate this is through comparing the K-theoretic I functions, as
in [4, parts 4, 5], |11} section 2]. The I function for a degree ¢ hypersurface in P" has the
form

> oo, an

o (1 _ ka)TL-‘rl

where () = exp(—/fh), B determined by the radius of the S', and z an exponential of o. This
corresponds to a chiral ring relation

(1—2)"" = ¢(1—2H" (5.12)

The I function for the corresponding V. model, the total space of the line bundle O(—/) —
P", is given by

Z [l (1 —27'Q") o (5.13)

0 1 _ ka)nJrl
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and the corresponding chiral ring relation is

(1—2)"" = q(1 —279" (5.14)
The difference between them is the power of x appearing in the numerator, which in a GLSM
corresponds to the R-charge 2 p field. This suggests that to describe a compact hypersurface
instead of the noncompact total space of a vector bundle, we need to add a contribution to the
level that algebraically inverts the x’s corresponding to the p field, which is mechanically the
difference between the Chern-Simons levels for a noncompact V; model and a corresponding

compact hypersurface in a projective space. We will use the same method to arrive at a
proposal for Chern-Simons levels suitable for symplectic Grassmannians later.

5.2 Degree one hyperplanes

Mathematically, a linear hypersurface in P" is just P"~!. We can see this in physics as
follows. Consider a supersymmetric U(1) gauge theory with n + 1 chiral multiplets x; of
charge +1, and one chiral multiplet p of charge —1, with superpotential

W = prpi. (5.15)

The superpotential acts as a mass term, removing both p and x,,11, leaving at lower energies

a U(1) gauge theory with n chiral multiplets of charge +1 and no superpotential, describing
Pt

The ordinary quantum cohomology rings behave similarly. The ring relation has the form

= q, (5.16)

from which one immediately reads off 6" = ¢, as expected.

O_n—l-lo_—l

Now, let us consider the quantum K theory relations. From the general formula (5.7) for
P"*[d] for the case d = 1, we get

(1—2)"" = —¢(1 —2) (5.17)

or more simply,
(1—-2)" = —q, (5.18)

which is the quantum K theory ring relation for P*~1,

5.3 Degree two hypersurfaces

Let us first recover the ordinary quantum cohomology ring of P"[2] from a GLSM, from
Coulomb branch considerations. The GLSM has gauge group U(1), with n + 1 chiral super-
fields ¢; of charge 1, one chiral superfield p of charge —2, and a superpotential

W = pQ(9), (5.19)
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where @) is a degree-two polynomial. This theory has a mixed Coulomb-Higgs branch. The
Coulomb vacua are solutions of
o™ = (—20)%, (5.20)

or 0" ! o< ¢, which has n — 1 solutions. In addition, there is a Landau-Ginzburg orbifold, a
Zs orbifold of a theory with superpotential of the form

W = Q). (5.21)

The ¢ fields are massive, and there are n 4+ 1 of them. If n + 1 is odd, then taking the Z,
orbifold results in a single vacuum, whereas if n + 1 is even, then taking the Z, orbifold
results in a pair of vacua [42H44]. Combining the Coulomb and Landua-Ginzburg vacua, we
see that if n + 1 is odd, there are n total vacua, and if n + 1 is even, there are n + 1 total
vacua, which matches the Euler characteristic of P*[2], as expected.

Now, let us turn to quantum K theory rings. From the general formula (5.7)) for P"[d],
we have for d = 2 the ring relation

(1—2)" =q(1- x2)2 , (5.22)
or more simply,

(1—2)"" = q(1+2)% (5.23)

Mathematically, the quantum K theory ring in this case is

Clyllal/ (v — qu(y — 2)*), (5.24)

where y is the divisor class, e.g. O-. This matches the relations above if we identify y = 1—z.

6 Symplectic Grassmannians

In this section, we will make some general remarks on physical predictions for quantum
K theory rings of symplectic Grassmannians. Mathematically, quantum K theory rings
are known for the Lagrangian Grassmannians, but not necessarily for the other symplectic
Grassmannians. We will compare our predictions to known results for LG(2,4) in a basis
of Schubert classes, make some predictions for quantum K theory rings of more general
symplectic Grassmannians in a shifted Wilson line basis, and also propose the quantum K
theory rings of Lagrangian Grassmannians in terms of A, classes, which we intend to address
mathematically in [33].

In section (7| we will compare those mathematical results and physical predictions, in
concrete examples of Lagrangian Grassmannians for which mathematical results are known.
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6.1 General remarks

As discussed in [31,132], the GLSM for a symplectic Grassmannian SG(k,2n) is a U(k)
gauge theory with 2n fundamentals ®4; (i € {1,---,n}), one chiral superfield ¢ in the
representation A2V* (for V' the fundamental), and superpotential

W = izqa@g@’;. (6.1)

=1 a,b

In the special case k = n, SG(k,2n) is also referred to as a Lagrangian Grassmannian, and
denoted LG(n,2n).

From the general expressions in section [2.1], the twisted one-loop effective superpotential
for this theory has the form

W= %ksv )2 (na)” + e (ZW“)
ln k ! Zlnxa + ZnZng Tq) + Zng x, xb

a<b
2n 2 1 2
+ Z (Inz,)” + 1 Z (Inz, + Inmz)”, (6.2)

a a<b

2
= i (2ksuw) + (k —2) + 2n) Z (Inz,)* + (2 (kv _fSU(k (Z In xa>
(In(—)** Zlnxa + QnZng xq) + Zng (z 'z ). (6.3)

a<b

If there were no superpotential, if we were describing the total space of a vector bundle
on G(k,2n), we would take

kU(l) = —(271)/2—k—1 = —n—k+1,
ksuwy = k—(2n)/2 — (1/2)Tx(R),

for R = A%k, k the fundamental of SU (k). (We take the dual of the representation appearing,
as this is the contribution from the integrated-out N = 2 chiral that formed half of an N =4
hypermultiplet in three dimensions.) In the expression above, we used the identity

Z (Inzy +Inz)’ = (k—2) Z (Inz,)? (Z In xa> : (6.6)

a<b
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(We take the dual of the representation appearing, as this is the contribution from the
integrated-out N = 2 chiral that formed half of an N = 4 hypermultiplet in three dimen-
sions.) For any representation R of SU(k),

1 dimR
and in this case,
Ty (N’k) = k —2. (6.8)

However, we do have a superpotential, and in this case, following the observations in
section [5.1} we conjecture the following levels

kU(l) = k—n-— 1, (6.9)
ksuwy = (Bk—2n—-2)/2 = (3/2)k—n—1, (6.10)

for a symplectic Grassmannian SG(k,2n). (We will justify this choice by comparing the
resulting physical predictions against known mathematics. That said, quantum K theory is
only known for Lagrangian Grassmannians (k = n), not more general cases, so as a result,
our checks on these proposed levels are necessarily limited.)

Plugging in, we have the superpotential

W = (k- 1)Z(IDIG)2 + [In((—)*"q)] Zlnxa
+2nY Lig(w,) + ¥ Lis (27" "), (6.11)

a<b

from which we derive the physical ring relations (as derivatives of W):

(=)F1g k2 (H (1- xalxcl)> = (1 —2,)™. (6.12)

c#a

In much of this section, we will focus on Lagrangian Grassmannians LG(n,2n), for which
the ring relations above reduce to

(=) tga?n? (H (1- :v;larc_l)> = (1 —x,)*™ (6.13)

c#a

Now, in the gauge theory, the excluded loci are

o, # Loy (6.14)
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for a # b (0, # 03 is typical for a U(k) gauge theory, and the condition o, # —oy is a
consequence of the presence of the antisymmetric two-tensor [37), section 7], [31, appendix
C]. As a result,

T, # ! (6.15)
for a # b, and so we can divide out factors of x, — xp, 1 — x,x; from the equations of motion
above.

In passing, let us also take a moment to compare the R — 0 limit to the quantum
cohomology ring of a symplectic Grassmannian, as a consistency check. To this end, we

rewrite (6.12) as
(=) gz k™t (H (20 — mc_l)> = (1 —x,)*™. (6.16)

c#a
Now, for small R,

= (6.17)
To—a." = R(o,+o0.), (6.18)
11—z, — Rog, (6.19)
gsa — R Vg, (6.20)

where we have suppressed factors of 27i, and in relating ¢sq to goq, the power of R is
determined by the axial anomaly. Plugging these in, we see that (6.12)) becomes

(=) g R*™ H (0. +0,) = R™o2". (6.21)
c#a
Thus, cancelling out factors of R, we recover the quantum cohomology relation for SG(k, 2n)
given in [31, section 2.3], as expected.

6.2 LG(2,4) and Schubert classes

As a consistency check (for example, on our choices of Chern-Simons levels), in this section we
will explicitly compute the physics predictions for the quantum K theory ring and compare to
existing mathematical results in terms of Schubert classes. Starting from physics, expressing
everything in a Schubert basis is computationally intensive, so in the next two sections
we will propose a description of the quantum K theory ring of symplectic and Lagrangian
Grassmannians in terms of two new bases, of shifted Wilson lines and A, classes. We will
compare those new rings to existing results in section [7], and intend to address the matter
mathematically in [33].

From equation ({6.11) we have the superpotential

W= Y (nz,)* + (In(—¢)) > Iz, + 20> Liy(z,) + Y Lis (z,'7;") .(6.22)

a a<b
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From this one derives the critical locus equations (/6.13)), which for LG(2,4) are

(I—a)* = —qai(1—ay'zy"), (6.23)
(1—x9)? —qz5 (1 —ay'ay ). (6.24)

These critical locus equations imply
221 —z)* = 231 — x29)%, (6.25)
and after factoring out 1 — x9, 1 — x129, this becomes

drixy = (21 + x2)(1 + 129). (6.26)

Taking the difference of x5 times (6.23]) and x; times (6.24)), and factoring out z; — x9
(which is nonzero because of the excluded locus condition), we find

— 14 6z119 — 4z 29(71 + X2) + 170 (x% + x1T9 + $§) = —q(zr1me — 1). (6.27)

Twice this plus
— (=24 x1 + 29) (xl + Ty — 41Ty + DTy + 331.7:%) (6.28)

(which vanishes from ([6.26]), and factoring out xjze — 1 (which is nonzero because of the
excluded locus condition), we have

2 —2(xy +xo) + 2]+ 25 = —2¢. (6.29)

For ordinary Grassmannians, we discussed Wilson lines associated to various represen-
tations of SU(2) (or, if the reader prefers, to the Schur functor applied to the universal
subbundle S). In principle, the same Wilson lines arise here, e.g., W7 = x1 + 2. However,
because of e.g. equation , not all the Wilson lines are independent. In particular,

equation (6.26) implies that
AW = WD + WBj (6.30)

As a result, since they are not independent, we will not consider either WH or W = W2,

Mathematically, this corresponds to the fact that there are fewer Schubert cycles in LG(2,4)
than the ordinary Grassmannian G(2,4).

Classically, the Schubert classes and (the remaining) Wilson loop operators (Schur func-
tors) are related mathematically by

W = 2—-09—- 0, (6.31)
W = 3=307-20+ OBj, (6.32)
WBj = 2-300+ 0, (6.33)
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or equivalently,

1 1
3 1
= 1-—- - .
O 4WD + 4WH:|, (6.35)
9 1
OH:‘ = 2- ZLWD + W - ZWBI (6.36)

For ordinary Grassmannians, those classical mathematical relationships also hold in quan-
tum K theory. In the quantum K theory of Lagrangian Grassmannians, however, these

relations receive quantum corrections. Specifically, the quantum-corrected relationship for
LG(2,4) is given by

1 1
3 1

O = 1- ZWD + ZW , (6.38)
9 1

OBj 4WD + W 1 B] +4q (6.39)

Note that O has a term proportional to g, so we are positing that the relations between

Schubert classes and Wilson loop operators are not solely determined classically. In fact, we
expect that this should be true in general, and that ordinary Grassmannians represent an
unusual special case.

Using the Wilson line operators (same as for G(2,4))

WD = I+ T, (640)
Wiy = a7+ 25 + 1129, (6.41)
WB:‘ = x%xg + xlmg, (6.42)
we find
O = 1 — 1—(1/4) (21 + 22 + 2izs + 1123, (6.43)
= 1— 229, (6.44)
OD] = 1- (3/4)(1‘1 + 132) + (1/4)%11]2(.%‘1 + JZQ), (645)
= 1- (.1’1 -+ 33'2) + T1T2, (646)
OB:‘ = 2—(9/4)(zy + m9) + (2% + 25 + 2120) — (1/4)1109(21 + 70) +¢q, (6.47)
= —20+q = —q, (6.48)

where we have used equations (6.26)), (6.29).
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Using equations (6.26]), (6.29)), it is straightforward to show that
OD'OD = q_qOD+2OD:|_OB:|7
Om-0g = —Q+qOD+OBj,

Or- O = —q0g,
@Bj'omj = —qO,
2

OB]‘OB] = q°.

which matches known mathematical results for the quantum K theory ring [5-7,/45].

(6.49)
(6.50)
OO0 = —40s, (6.51)
(6.52)
(6.53)
(6.54)

As a minor point of interest, the reader should note that classically, the Schubert cycle
Or17 has vanishing products with all other Schubert cycles, reflecting the fact that O ~

—q. To be clear, this does not imply that the Schubert class O 1 vanishes classically, and

in fact, it does not. Instead, that Schubert class should be understood as a subvariety of the
Higgs branch, whereas all computations in this section take place on the Coulomb branch,
and so are akin to merely an index of the Higgs branch subvariety.

6.3 Shifted Wilson line basis for symplectic Grassmannians

In this section, we will derive from physics a shifted Wilson line basis for the quantum K
theory ring of symplectic Grassmannians SG(k,2n). Now, so far as we are aware, quantum
K theory is only known in mathematics for Lagrangian Grassmannians, corresponding to the
special cases kK = n. Thus, in this section we will in principle be making a physical prediction
for the quantum K theory ring of general symplectic Grassmannians, and in later sections,
we will check that predictionf] against known results for Lagrangian Grassmannians, as well
as against )\, class relations for Lagrangian Grassmannians which will be described next.

First, we rewrite the physical ring relation (6.12)) in the form

(a2 oz = 2= ) = 2 [[ (-2, (6:55)

b#a c#a

where z, = 1 — z,.

2To be clear, our prediction for general symplectic Grassmannians SG(k, 2n) will only be as good as our
choice of Chern-Simons levels, which we have only been able to check in the case of Lagrangian Grassman-
nians, for which k = n.
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We can write

H (za2b — 24 — 2) = H (zp(2a — 1) — 24) , (6.56)

b#a

= D () = Ve, (6.57)

where 2z’ denotes the collection of z, # z,.

Next, we use the following identities:

i

ei(2) = Z(—)jzgei_j(z), 1<i<n-—1, (6.58)
ze€i(2) = ei1(z) — e (), (6.59)

ge?) = 2 lena(2) = 2 epna(2) o+ (2) ey (2) + (=Y ens(2), (6.60)
where the last identity is established inductively.

With these identities, we can write

I (a2 — 20 — =)

b#a

B S ) SHND SRR (R FIWERS SN

1 i=1 m=max{p+1—i,1} i=p

+ 257 (1/2) (5 +1). (6.61)

S
Il

In particular, the left-hand-side of the physical chiral ring relation ((6.55) can be written

(=) g (1= 2) " ] ] (zazo — 20 — )

b#a

- <—>k-1q§z§k-2-f[k_l<—>f-( )(Z Bl O (R PG

p=1 i=1 m= max{p+1 3,1}

+Z k 1- z+p6p )>]

) () e (M ) (6:62)

0

e
—

~
I

For the right-hand-side of the physical chiral ring relation (6.55), we can use equa-
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tion (3.55)), namely

zZH (1—z)

c#a
= 2y — 20" (eaz) —es(2) + ea(2) +(=)"%en(2))
+ 2072 (e3(2) —ea(2) +es(2) — -+ (=) Pen(2))
— 2077 (ea(2) = e5(2) +e6(2) — - 4 (=) en(2))
+ zaen(z) (6.63)
n—1 k—
= 2! - Z Z fepre(z (6.64)
p=1 =1

in conventions in which e,(z) =0 for p < 0 or p > k.

Putting this together, and replacing z, with the indeterminate ¢, we get a characteristic
polynomial associated with this theory:

3PS (Y epanl) + (-)a(1/2) e(F e
p=1 (=1 €=0

>kq%2_2t2’f”r_l<—>f< )(Z m{z i (1 Vet

p=1 i=1 m= max{p+1 ,1}

+Z Yhrl=itre ( ))] = 0. (6.65)

Next, we write this as
[Jt—w) =0, (6.66)
¢
where the w, are all 2n roots of the characteristic polynomial (6.65) (of which k£ < 2n
correspond to the z,), and comparing coefficients (i.e. using Vieta’s formula), we find

k—1

+1 k—1
> w0+ (002 (=) (1,5 )

— min{p,k—:}

H )y S(—)p(m_2 Sk > Y (1 Vet

=1 m=max{p+1—i,1}

+Z k o 1+p€p ))]7
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in conventions

ep(2) =0, forp<O0orp>k,

(;):O, for { <Oor /> k.

Proceeding as for shifted Wilson line bases for ordinary Grassmannians in section [3], and
writing e,,(w) in terms of e;(z) and e;(v) for another 2n — k variables v, we can use the first
2n — k equations above to solve for the e;(v) in terms of the e;(z), and then the remaining
equations are constraints on the e;(z).

To perform consistency checks, we will compare against known results for Lagrangian
Grassmannians LG(n,2n). To that end, below we give the specialization of the general
formulas above to Lagrangian Grassmannians.

For the Lagrangian Grassmannian LG(n,2n), a characteristic polynomial is

n—1 n—1 n—1

= P S epde) + (a2 0= (" e

p=1 /=1

—>“qji<—>ft2"-2-f (”‘1) 5 m{z i (0 Vel

p= 1=1 m= max{p+1 1,1}

+Z iR ( z))] =0, (6.68)

and applying Vieta’s formula as before implies

o) = Z<—>f+1em+e<z>+<—>”q<1/2><1—<—>">(”‘1)

m— 2
(=1

)" i(—)p(mﬁ?_p) S ol <—>““’(pfm>€f+m<z>

i=1 m=max{p+1—1,1}

+2<—>"-1—i+pep<z>>], (6.69)

where the w, are the 2n roots of the characteristic polynomial, which include the n z,, in
the conventions

3

ey,(2) =0, forp<O0orp>n,

0, for{<0or?l>n.

TN
~ 3
~~_
Il
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As before, in principle one can write the elementary symmetric polynomials e,,(w) in
terms of elementary symmetric polynomials in the n z, and another n v’s, use the first n
equations above to solve for the e;(v)’s in terms of the e;(z)’s, and then use the remaining
equations to constrain the values of e;(z). We will see this explicitly in examples later, but
for the moment, for later use, we write out the first few values of e,,(w) explicitly:

oem=1
aw) = 3 () era(z), (6.70)
=1
o m =2 .
eafw) = 3 () eaal2) 4 (-)a(1/2) (1~ (), (6.7
/=1
e 3<m<n-—1
n—1 . . . n—1
enlw) = 3 enu@)+ (a1 1) (1)

cora|Ser( NS Bl (1 et

=1 m=max{p+1— il}
+Z e ))] . (672)

e m=n,n-+1

em(w) = (—)”Q(1/2)(1_(_)n)<”—1)

m— 2

dora S (S Byl (1 et

p=1 1=1 m=max{p+1— il}

+Z ) lmitre ( ))] (6.73)

i) = 1o Sr( (S Bl Crmee( L Jern)

=1 m=max{p+1— il}

+Z ) imitee (o ))] (6.74)
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Finally, we should elaborate on how this shifted Wilson line basis is related to e.g. Schu-
bert classes, much as we did for ordinary Grassmannians. We provide the dictionary in some
special cases below. This dictionary was derived using the program “Equivariant Schubert
Calculator” [45] to compute multiplications in the classical and quantum K theory rings.

For LG(2,4), we compute that the dictionary is

ei(z) = SWy, (6.75)
e1(v) = =0, (6.76)
ex(v) = O (6.77)

We will confirm this dictionary explicitly later in section [7.1]

For LG(3,6), we compute that the dictionary is

ei(z) = SWh, (6.78)
er(v) = —0n, (6.79)
ev) = O—q. (6.80)
es(v) = —Or—a (6.51)
We will discuss this example explicitly later in section [7.2]
For LG(4,8), we compute that the dictionary is
ei(2) SWii, (6.82)
er(v) = =0, (6.83)
e(v) = O, (6.84)
es(v) = —Orm+g, (6.85)
eq(v) O4 +q. (6.86)
For LG(5,10), we compute that the dictionary is
ei(z) = SWy, (6.87)
e1(v) = =0, (6.88)
e(v) = Or—g, (6.89)
es(v) = —Orrm— 34, (6.90)
es(v) = Oy —4q, (6.91)
es(v) = —05—2q (6.92)

We shall study in detail how these are applied in examples later. Next, however, we
will present a A,-class description of the quantum K theory ring relations for Lagrangian
Grassmannians.
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6.4 )\, class relations for LG(n,2n)

In this section we will propose a description of the quantum K theory ring of LG(n,2n) in
terms of the A, class of the universal subbundle, much as we did for ordinary Grassmannians

in section 4l We refer the reader to that section for notation.

On the ambient ordinary Grassmannian G(n,2n), there is the canonical exact sequence

00— S — 0" — Q — 0,

(6.93)

which one can restrict to LG(n,2n). In the rest of this section, we will use S, @) to denote
the restrictions of S and @) on the ambient G(n,2n) to LG(n,2n). Along the restriction to

LG(n,2n), @ = S*. Then, in terms of )\, classes, we have classically that
A(S)A(Q) = (1 +y)™,
where y is a formal variable.

We propose that quantum corrections can be incorporated by writing

Ay (9) x Ay (Q) = (14+9)*" + F(y,q),

where )
Fly.q) = —(=)""'¢)_ Ry,
=0

with the R; determined as follows:

e Ry =0, Ry =0,
¢ Ri=Ropio jforall2<i:<n+1,
e Forany 2 <i:<n+41,
Ri = N72Q 4+ ANAQ + - 4+ N2,

in conventions in which A°S* =1 and A~*S* = 0.

(We intend to address this mathematically in [33].)
For LG(2,4), we have Ry = Ry =1, R3 = @, hence
F(y.q) = +ay*(1 +yQ + y*).
Formally writing, from the splitting principle, S = ®,z,, @ = T, We have
A(S) = T4y(rr+x2) + 97 (1122) = 1+ yer(x) + yPea(),
M(Q) = 14y(T1 4 T2) +y*(T172) = 1+ yei(T) + yea(),
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where e; denote the elementary symmetric polynomials. As a result, the coefficients of powers
of y in equation (6.95)) are

er(x) +e(z) = 4, (6.101)

ea(x) +e1(v)e1(Z) +ex(z) = 644, (6.102)
ea(x)er(Z) + e1(T)ea(x) = 4+ qei(Z), (6.103)
ea(z)es(z) = 1+4q. (6.104)

We will explicitly verify that these predictions match physics and existing mathematics in
section [7.1.2)

For LG(3,6), we have Ry = Rg =1, R3 = Rs = Q, Ry = A’Q + 1, hence

Fly,q) = —qy* (1+yQ+ v’ (1 + A°Q) +4°Q + ¢*) . (6.105)
We will compare this to physics predictions and to existing mathematics in section [7.2.2]

For LG(4, 8), we have RQ = Rg = 1, R3 = R7 = Q, R4 = RG = /\2Q + 1, R5 = /\3Q + Q,
hence

Fy.q) = +qy° (1+yQ+y*(1+ A*Q) + ¥*(Q + N°Q) + y* (1 + A*Q) +¥°Q + 1°) .
(6.106)

Next, we will apply these bases to specific examples.

7 Examples of Lagrangian Grassmannians

In this section we will check the descriptions of quantum K theory given in the previous sec-
tion, in terms of shifted Wilson lines and A, classes, in some specific examples of Lagrangian
Grassmannians.

7.1 LG(2,4)

In this section we will describe the quantum K theory ring of LG(2,4) in bases of shifted
Wilson lines and A, classes, comparing to existing results as a consistency check.

7.1.1 Shifted Wilson line basis

In terms of the variables z, = 1 — x,, the critical locus equations for LG(2,4) are (6.13)),

—q(1 = z) [[ (%% = 20 — 2) = 20 [J(1 = ). (7.1)

b#a b#a

46



which imply a characteristic polynomial, as in section (6.3,

th —tPes(z) — tq (ea(2) —er(2)) +q(ea(2) —er(2)) = 0.

Letting w, denote the roots of this polynomial, and matching against
[[—w) =0,

we find

) 62(2)7

) = 0,

es(w) = q(exfz) —e(2)),
)

= q(eaz) —e(2)).

hence

@
[\
—~
<
S~—
I
|
&
V)
—
I
~
|
®
—
—
I
~
—~
W
)
—
0
N—
|
[
—
—
W
N—
N—

and the constraint equations

62(2)2 — 2e1(2)ea(2) — 61(2)262(2) + 61(2)3 = q(exz) —e(2)),

(2))-

—ex(2)? —e1(2)ea(2)® +er(2)%ea(2) = qlex(z) —er
Combining these we get the ¢g-independent expression

2e5(2)? — 2e1(2)ea(2) — 2e1(2)%ea(2) + e1(2)? + e1(2)ea(2)?

= 0.

Using the identities in section [3.5] in x, variables these expressions are

1 — 6ey(x) +der(x)ea(z) — er(x)?en(w) +ea()? = qlex(z) — 1),

)
— (e1() = ea() = 1) (1 = 3ea(2) + er()ea(2)) = g (ea(r) = 1),

e1(x) — deg(x) + e1(z)es(z) = 0,
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where we have used the excluded locus condition
ea(x) —1 # 0 (7.20)

to remove factors in simplifying the above. Equation is identical to equation
derived in the previous subsection, and equation is identical to equation (6.26[). We
used those two equations previously to derive all the Schubert products from physics. The
remaining equation above, , is not independent, but instead is determined by the other
two.

Thus, in a nutshell, we have confirmed that the results produced by the algorithm above
do indeed match the physics predictions used earlier, as expected.

Furthermore, in the x variables, it is straightforward to show that

e1(v) = ex)—1 = -0, (7.21)
ea(v) = 1—3es(x) + e1(x)ez(x), (7.22)
= 1l—e(z)+ezr) = O, (7.23)

where in the last line we have used the identity (7.19)). This confirms the general statement
made earlier in section [6.3 .

7.1.2 )\, classes

In section the quantum K theory relations for LG(2,4) are given from the y coefficients
of

A(S)* A (Q) = (1+y)' — gy’ (1 +yQ +°) (7.24)
e1(z) +e(z) = 4, (7.25)

ea(x) +e1(v)er(Z) +ex(z) = 644, (7.26)
ea(z)er(z) + er(z)ex(z) = 4+ qer(Z), (7.27)
ex(r)ea(z) = 1+4q. (7.28)

where the e; denote elementary symmetric polynomials in the splitting principle factors
S = Bula, Q = Buly, for S and @ the restrictions to LG(2,4) of the universal subbundle
and universal quotient bundle, respectively, on the ambient G(2,4).

In this section we will argue that these are equivalent to the physical ring relations of the
previous subsection.

We can write
e1(x) = x1+x9, ea(r) = x129, (7.29)
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where each z, = exp(2miRo,). Similarly, since for LG(n,2n), classically @ = S*, we can
take each 7, = x; !, and write

1 1 - 1
el(z) = $_1+:v_2’ ex(T) = . (7.30)

Then, the y coefficient, equation ((7.25)), can be written as

1 1
Aot~ =4 (7.31)
T i)
or more simply,
Ty + o + 2wy + 1175 = 4a1T0, (7.32)

which immediately coincides with equation ([6.26]), one of the two equations of motion we
derived physically from the twisted one-loop superpotential. For later use, in z variables,
this is
e1(2)? — 2es(2) — e1(2)ex(2) = 0. (7.33)
Solving the constraint equations ([7.25)), (7.26]), we have

e1(Z) = 4—e(x), (7.34)
e(T) = 6+q—exr) —er(r) (4 —e(x)), (7.35)

so the remaining two equations ([7.27)), (7.28)) become

—de;(2)? + ey (1)® + deq () + 6y (7) — 2e1(w)ex(x) = 4+ q(4—2ei(x)), (7.36)
ea(z) (6 —der(z) +e1(z)? —ex(x)) = 1+q(l—es(x)). (7.37)

In terms of shifted Wilson line z variables, these can be written

—e1(2)® +2e1(2)ex(z) = 42gei(2), (7.38)
—e1(2)® 4+ 2e1(2)ea(2) + e1(2)2e2(2) — ea(2)? = —q(ea(2) —e1(2)). (7.39)

Equation ([7.39)) matches equation ([7.14]), which was derived from physics.
Equation ([7.38]) can be obtained from equations ([7.39)) and ((7.33)) as the combination
(e1(2) +2) (7.39) + (e1(2) + e1(2)* — e2(2) + q) (7.33). (7.40)

Since both equations ((7.39) and ([7.33) are the same as earlier physics predictions, we see
that so too is the remaining equation (7.38)), and so the A, class predictions are in agreement
with the physics predictions for the quantum K theory ring of LG(2,4).
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7.2 LG(3,6)
7.2.1 Shifted Wilson line basis

From equation ([6.13)), the ring relations predicted by physics for LG(3,6) are

qz} (H (1- xalxb1)> = (1—x,)°. (7.41)

c#a

In a basis of shifted Wilson lines z, = 1 — x,, using the same algebraic tricks as described in
section [3] this can be written as

q(1 — 20)? (22 — 7a (e2(2) — e3(2)) + (e2(2) — e3(2)))
= 28— 22 (ea(2) —e3(2)) + zhes(2), (7.42)
hence the z, are three of the roots of the polynomial

q(1 —t)* (t* =t (e2(2) — e5(2)) + (e2(2) — es(2)))
= 15— 17 (ey(2) — e3(2)) + thes(2), (7.43)

Writing this polynomial as
H(t—wg) = 1% — e (w)t® + ex(w)t* + -+ + eg(w) (7.44)
¢

and comparing coefficients, we find

e2(2) — es(2),

(w) = es(z) —q,

(w) = —qlez) —es(z) +2),
ea(w) = —q(3(ez(z) —es(2)) +1),

(w) = —3q(e2(z) —e3(2)),

(w) = —q(ezz) —e3(2))-
Letting the first three roots w, be the z,, and letting the remaining three by denoted v; 23,
we have the relations

er(w) = ei(z)+e(v), (7.51)
ea(w) = eg(z) +er(2)er(v) + ex(v), (7.52)
es(w) = e3(2) + ea(2)er(v) + e1(2)ea(v) + e3(v) (7.53)
es(w) = ez(2)er1(v) + ea2)ex(v) + er(2)es(v), (7.54)
es(w) = ez(2)ea(v) + ea(2)es(v), (7.55)
eg(w) = ez(z)es(v) (7.56)
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We can use the first three relations to solve for e 5 3(v):

er(v) = ea(z) —es(2) —en(2), (7.57)
ea(v) = e3(2) —ea(2) — er(2)ea(2) +er(2)es(z) +er(2)” — g, (7.58)
es(v) = —es(2) — eg(2)? + ea(2)es(2) + 2e1(2)ea(2) — e1(2)es(2)
+e1(2)%ea(2) — e1(2)%e3(z) — e1(2)?
—q (ea(z) —e3(2) —e1(2) + 2), (7.59)

Plugging back in, the remaining three equations ([7.54)-(7.56|) become

4 2 3 2 2 2 3 2
e} — 3ejea — ejes + €5 + 2eje; + 2e1e3 + ejes + ejes — 2exez — 2ejeze3 + €5
2
= (q (1 — 261 + €1 + 262 — €169 — 363 + 6163) s (760)
3 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 2 2
ejes — 2eje; — eje; + ey — ejes + 2egez + 2e1ege3 + ejeaes — e3e3 — €3 — €165
2
= q (62 +eres —e; — deg + 6263) , (7.61)

3 2 2 2 2 2.9 2
ejes — 2ejeges — e]eges + eses + ez + ejes + eje; — eae;
2
= q (62 — 3e3 + eje3 — ege3 + 63) . (7.62)

It will also be useful to derive a ¢g-independent combination of these expressions. Let P,
denote the difference

P, = qz} (H (1- :L‘_lxb_l)) — (1 —1,)°, (7.63)
c#a
which vanishes from the equation of motion (7.41]). Then, consider the difference

(129 — 1)(21 — 22) (123 — 1) (21 — 23)

Factoring out factors such as (z, — x) and (1 — z,23) (which are nonzero because of the
excluded locus), we are left with the g-independent constraint

ex(x) — bes(z) + ez(x)ey(z) = 0, (7.65)
which can be written in terms of shifted Wilson line variables as

e1(2)? — 2e9(2) — e1(2)ea(2) + 3es(2) + er(2)es(2) = 0. (7.66)

o1



7.2.2 Comparison to )\, relations

For LG(3,6), we have the relations

() + 2 (Q) = (1+y)° — ¢ 1 +yQ+y(1+AQ) +4°Q +y"), (7.67)
as given earlier in equation (6.105)). From the coefficients of powers of y, we have

) = 6,

) = 15—q,

) = 20— qe(),
) = 15—q(1+4ex()),
) = 6—gqei(T),

) = 1—gq,

where we have, formally, applied the splitting principle to write S = ®,x, and Q) = H,2.

Using the first three relations to eliminate e 2 3(%), and plugging back in, the remaining
three equations become

20, (z) — 15e1(x)? + 6e1(z) — er(x)* + 15ex(x) — 124 (z)ea(x) + 3e1(x)%ea()
—e(1)? 4 Bes(x) — 2e1(x)es(x)
= 15— 16q + 12e1(z)q — 3e1(2)*q + 2ex(x)qg + ¢*,  (7.74)

20ey(1) — 15e1(x)ex(x) + 661 (z)2ex(x) — e1(x)3ea(w) — 6ea(z)? + 21 (z)eq(z)?
+15e3(x) — Ge1(z)es(x) + ex(x)’es(w) — 2ea(w)es(x)
= 6—06qg+ei(x)g+ 6ey(x)q — 2e1(x)es(x)q + es3(x)q,  (7.75)

20e3(x) — 15e;(1)ez(x) + 6ei(x)?es(x) — ey (w)’es(w) — 6ey(x)es(x)
+2e1(7)ez(7)es(x) — es(x)?
= 1—q+6e3(x)g — 2e1(z)es(x)q. (7.76)

In addition, there is also a relation we can derive classically from equation ([7.68)). Since
S* = @, we can take T, = z, ', hence

es(x)er(T) = eq(x). (7.77)
Multiplying equation ([7.68) by es(z), we then get
er(x)es(x) + ea(r) = bes(x). (7.78)
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Using the dictionary of section [3.5] we can rewrite the three relations (7.74)-(7.76) above

in a basis of shifted Wilson lines, as

e1(2)* — 3ei(2)%ea(2) + ea(2)? + 2e1(2)es(2)
= q—2qe1(2) + 3qe1(2)* — 2ges(2) — ¢2, (7.79)

2e1(2)" — 6e1(2)%ea(2) — e1(2)%ex(2) + 2e2(2)? + 2e1(2)eq(2)?
+4e1(2)es(2) + e1(2)%es(2) — 2ea(2)es(2)
= 2¢ —4qei(2) +4ger(2)* — gea(2) — 2qer(2)ea(2) + qes(z),  (7.80)

e1(2)* — 3e1(2)%ea(2) — e1(2)3ex(2) + ea(2)? + 2e1(2)ex(2)? + 261 (2)es(2)
te1(2)%es(2) + e1(2)3es(2) — 2ea(2)es(2) — 2e1(2)ea(2)es(2) + e3(2)?

= q—2qge1(2) + 2qe1(2)? — 2qe1(2)ea(2) + 2qei(2)es(2), (7.81)
and equation becomes
e1(2)? — 2e9(2) — e1(2)ea(2) + 3ea(2) + er(2)es(z) = 0. (7.82)

This last equation matches the physics prediction ([7.66). Using this last equation, it is
straightforward to see the \,-class prediction (7.81) above is equivalent to the physics pre-
diction (|7.60)).

8 Conclusions

In this paper we have discussed various predictions for quantum K theory from physics. We
first discussed some new bases for the quantum K theory of ordinary Grassmannians, in terms
of shifted Wilson lines and A, classes, which are naturally related to physics computations.
We then turned to symplectic Grassmannians, where we used physics to make propose de-
scriptions for the quantum K theory of symplectic Grassmannians (in terms of shifted Wilson
lines) and another basis for the quantum K theory of Lagrangian Grassmannians (in terms
of A, classes), which we intend to study mathematically in [33].
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A Tables of LG(3,6) results

In this appendix we collect several pertinent facts concerning the quantum K theory of

LG(3,6).

Classically, Wilson lines Wr (Schur polynomials in x) and Schubert cycles Or are related

as follows:

W
W

Wi

T

[]
]

Hg

3-00-0m - 011, (A1)
6 — 40— 3011+ O — 30111+ Ot 11 + Ot 1, A2
o o+ 0 o+ Ogm+ O (A.2)
10-0O — 60 —100— — 50—+ 50 40, 30 , (A3
- mun 0 N HjJr HjjJr mEm (A.3)

8+ O11— 807 —-20 1+ OB:I’ (A.4)
15+ 30117 — 20047 + 5053 - OB:D — OBEP, (A5)
154+ 0 120 — 250 100—— — 100 - 30 , A6
+ 00+ 120 =+ 100 EEE EER (A.6)

8 = 30117 — 1607+ 1407 — 5(95] + OB:D + OBEP, (A.7)

and shifted Wilson lines SWy (Schur polynomials in 1 — x) are related to Schubert cycles
Or classically as follows:

= O +0 1+ OH:‘ + OHE + OBHj, (A.9)
= O + 0O +20 +0 , A.10
o+ Ogm + 20q + O (A.10)
= O+ OH:‘ + QOB:D + 205337 (A.11)
= O + 30 + 20 , A12
H_l_l UJ | H [] ( )
= O + 20 , A.13
P 20 )
= O : A14
T (A.14)
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This relations can be inverted as

O = SWy —SWy+ SWyy — SW35 4+ SWso — SWsa1,
Oy = SWy—SWyq1 4+ SWs1 —25Ws5 +25Ws44,
O3 = SWs—SWs; +S5W39—SW5,1,
Oy1 = SWyy — SWs — SWsy +35Ws5 —3SW51,
Os1 = SWiz1 —35W3o +45W3s 1,
Oz2 = SWio—25W33;,

Osz21 = SWia1,

where for notational brevity we have indicated Young tableau by the number of boxes in

each row.

The (quantum-corrected) products of Schubert classes arising in mathematics are given

by

O01? = —03 + 205 + 031 — Oq 1,

O1-03=q¢—q01+ O34,

O1-031 = qO0; — 290, + qO4;
+2039 — 0341,

O - 03,2,1 = q02,17

Oy - O3 = qO01 — qO3 + O34,

Oy - 031 = 2903 — qO3 — 290,
+qO0s1 + O34,

Oz - 0321 = qO031,

Oz1- 031 = —¢* + ¢*O1 + 2q0;
+qO0q,1 — 2031,

0210321 = q201>

O3z - 091 = q02 — qO021 + 0391,

O3 - 031 = qO03 + q021 — qO034,

O3+ 0321 = qO03,

031039 = 7’01 — ¢° Oy + qOs3.2,

(93,22 = q2027

03,2,12 = Qg-

O1-0y = —q+qO0;1 +203 + Oy1 — 205,
O1- 091 = —qO0;1 + qO02 + 2031 — O3,
O1-035=q05 —qO021 + 0321,

Oy = q — 2q0; + qO3 + 2031 — O3,

(A.22)
(A.23)
(A.24)

(A.25)

Oy - 031 = qO01 — 2905 4+ qO021 + 20355 — 0391,

Oy - 035 = qO03 4+ qO051 — qO31,

O4.1% = 2¢Oy — qO3 — qOs1 + O3 1,
Oz1-059 = CI2 - q2(91 +q0Os3,1,

032 = qOs,
O; - (93,2 = 903,17
03,12 =q¢* —2¢°01 + ¢*Oy + 29031 — qO3.,

(93,1 : 03,2,1 = C]202,
03,2 : (93,2,1 = C]203,
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