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Effects of environment on the electron-impact ionization dynamics of argon clusters
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Ionization of the 3p orbital of argon (Ar) monomers, dimers (Ar2), and small-size Ar clusters (Arn, 〈n〉 ≈ 15)
is investigated for 90-eV electron impact. Experimentally, the three-dimensional momentum vectors of the two
outgoing electrons and the residual ion are measured in triple coincidence, as is the mass-over-charge ratio of
the ion, using a reaction microscope that covers a large part of the final-state phase space. The triple-differential
cross sections (TDCS) are obtained for almost the full solid angle of the ejected electron, in which the data for
Ar monomers are well reproduced by B-spline R-matrix calculations for ejected electron energies of 3 eV, 5 eV,
and 10 eV, and projectile scattering angles of 10◦ and 20◦. Compared to the Ar monomer, the cross sections for
Ar2 and Arn exhibit effects due to the neighboring atoms by the suppression of binary and recoil lobes and
the enhanced electron emission out of the projectile scattering plane. These environmental effects are further
investigated using a multicenter three-distorted-wave theory, which can generate the TDCSs for electron-impact
ionization of Ar2. These studies reveal an important role of multicenter scattering reactions on the ionization
dynamics of Ar clusters. Moreover, a two-center interference is not found in the TDCS of Ar2. This is interpreted
as due to the involvement of orbitals with both gerade and ungerade symmetries in the ionization process.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevA.106.062811

I. INTRODUCTION

Electron-impact ionization of atoms and molecules plays
a fundamental role in a range of basic science and practical
applications, such as modeling electron radiation processes
in planetary atmospheres, optimization of energy transfer
in reactive plasmas, and understanding radiation damage in
biological tissues [1–5]. One way of comprehensively char-
acterizing the ionization reaction is to perform kinematically
complete (e, 2e) experiments, in which the linear momentum
vectors of all final-state particles are determined. The quantity
measured in such experiments is the triple-differential cross
section (TDCS) [6,7].

In recent years, experimental techniques were developed
that allow to study the ionization dynamics over a large frac-
tion of the entire solid angle and a large range of energies of
the continuum electrons in the final state [8–10], including
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measurements of absolute TDCSs [11]. These experiments
serve as a powerful tool for comprehensively testing theoreti-
cal models that account for the quantum-mechanical few-body
interactions.

On the other hand, theory has also made tremendous
progress; for simple systems the measured TDCS can be well
reproduced by state-of-the-art nonperturbative theories over
the full phase space in the final state [12–19]. Sophisticated
perturbative methods can also give detailed insight into the
relevant interactions and mechanisms. They are more tractable
and can be applied to larger systems including biomolecules;
see, e.g., Refs. [20–28].

In more complex systems like clusters, where atoms and
molecules are embedded in a chemical environment, the ion-
ization mechanisms and dynamics can be affected by adjacent
neighbors [29–33]. For example, multiple-scattering reactions
are observed in the ionization of Ar clusters, where the cross
sections exhibit a modified binary-peak shape as well as a
filling of the minimum separating the binary from the recoil
lobe [32]. In these studies, however, the experimental data
were integrated over a broad range of scattering angles and
ejected energies, which can wash out some key features in the
ionization cross sections. Additionally, no theoretical calcula-
tions obtaining TDCS were available for clusters. Thus, the
understanding of the ionization dynamics of clusters remains
very incomplete, and hence should be further investigated
both experimentally and theoretically. In contrast, theoretical
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calculations for elastic scattering on Ar clusters exist and have
obtained significant cross-section modifications with respect
to monomers [34].

In the present work, we perform a combined experimental
and theoretical study of electron-impact ionization dynam-
ics of Ar clusters at 90-eV incident projectile energy. The
TDCSs for the Ar monomer, dimer, and small-size clus-
ters (Arn, 〈n〉 ≈ 15) were measured simultaneously using a
multiparticle coincidence momentum spectrometer [8], in
which a photoemission electron source was developed to im-
prove the experimental resolution compared to our earlier
studies with a thermal-emission cathode [32,35]. Here, ion-
ization of the 3p orbital in Ar is considered with possibly
additional elastic scattering from the neighboring Ar atoms
in the clusters. The measurements cover nearly the entire
4π solid angle for the secondary electron emission energies
ranging from 3 eV to 10 eV and projectile scattering angles
ranging from 10◦ to 20◦. The experimental TDCSs are inter-
normalized across all measured scattering angles and ejected
energies.

The data for the Ar monomer are compared with pre-
dictions from B-spline R-matrix (BSR) calculations. Further-
more, multicenter three-distorted-wave (MCTDW) calcula-
tions are carried out to study the influences of the environment
on the multicenter scattering effects in the ionization of clus-
ters, where the possibility of electron scattering is calculated
by evaluating the transition matrix T in the multicenter po-
tential of an Ar dimer [28]. In addition, we consider the
two-center interference effects for the ionization dynamics of
Ar2 [36–40].

This manuscript is organized as follows. We start with a
brief description of the experimental method in Sec. II and the
theoretical approaches in Sec. III. More details can be found
in the references provided. We then present and discuss our
results in Sec. IV and finish with our conclusions in Sec. V.

II. EXPERIMENTAL METHOD

The experiment was performed using a reaction micro-
scope, which was particularly designed for electron collision
experiments. Since the details about the experimental setup
have been given elsewhere [8,35], only a brief description is
provided here.

The well-focused pulsed electron beam (∼1 mm diameter)
crosses a supersonic cold gas jet, which contains about 2%
dimers and 0.6% heavier clusters with a mean cluster size of
〈n〉 ≈ 15 [32,41] formed by a 30-µm nozzle, and a two-stage
differential pumping system. The pulsed projectile beam is
generated from an electron gun in which a tantalum photo-
cathode is irradiated by a pulsed ultraviolet laser beam. The
wavelength, repetition rate, and pulse width of the laser beam
are 266 nm, 40 kHz, and 0.5 ns, respectively.

In our experiments, the two outgoing electrons and one
residual ion are detected in triple coincidence. They are ex-
tracted from the target region by means of uniform electric and
magnetic fields to opposite directions and projected onto two
position- and time-sensitive microchannel plate detectors with
hexagonal delay-line position readout. The detection solid
angle for the residual ions is 4π , and the acceptance angle for
detection of electrons up to an energy of 15 eV is also close

to 4π , except for the acceptance holes at small forward and
backward angles where the electrons end up in a detector
bore, which is required to dump the primary beam. For each
detected particle, the three-dimensional momentum vector is
reconstructed from the time-of-flight (TOF) and the position
of impact on the detector.

III. THEORETICAL MODELS

We compare the experimental TDCS of Ar monomers with
theoretical prediction from the BSR approach. In addition, we
obtained the TDCSs for both Ar2 and Ar to study the effects
of the environment on the ionization dynamics of Ar clusters
using the currently available MCTDW approach (MCTDW-
Mee). The latter includes a final-state Coulomb distortion
factor Mee from the repulsion of the two continuum electrons,
often referred to as the postcollision interaction (PCI) effect,
which is approximated by the Gamow factor calculated with
the Ward-Macek method [42]:∣∣CWM

12

∣∣2 = Nee

∣∣1F1
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ave
12

)∣∣2
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where εt is the total energy of the two outgoing electrons. Nee

is calculated as

Nee = ∣∣e− πγ

2 Γ (1 − iγ )
∣∣2 = π/k12

eπ/k12 − 1
, (3)

where Γ (1 − iγ ) is the gamma function, k12 = μν12, μ= 1/2
is the reduced mass for the two electrons, ν12 is the relative
velocity between the two electrons, and γ = 1/ν12 is the
Sommerfeld parameter.

The details of the theoretical approaches have already been
discussed in Refs. [43,44] for BSR and Refs. [28,45] for
MCTDW. The former includes a large number of pseudostates
in the close-coupling expansion, which makes it possible to
extract the ionization amplitudes and subsequently the cross
sections via a projection technique [16]. In the MCTDW-Mee
approach, the continuum electrons are described by distorted
waves obtained from solving the effective Schrödinger equa-
tion, [ − 1

2∇2 +Vm − E
]
F (−) = 0, (4)

where E is the energy of continuum electron and Vm is the
adopted model potential,

Vm = V st +V cp +Vmodel exc, (5)

among which Vst is the electrostatic potential and Vcp

and Vmodel exc are the correlation-polarization potential and
the model exchange potential, respectively. F (−) is the
multicenter continuum wave function solved in the model
potential without channel coupling.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In this work, the different product species Ar+, Ar2
+, and

Arn+ are distinguished by the measured mass-over-charge
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FIG. 1. Position coordinate x vs TOF of (a) Ar+ and (b) Ar2
+

and Arn+ ions. (c) Binding energy spectra for the ionization
of Ar monomers, Ar2 dimers, and small-size argon clusters
(Arn, 〈n〉 ≈ 15). The spectra are offset along the vertical axis and
each normalized to unity at their respective maximum.

spectrum and the ion momenta. In Figs. 1(a) and 1(b) the ion
intensity as a function of TOF and one transversal position
on the ion detector (x coordinate) is shown. The sharp spots
labeled by circles correspond to ions with small initial mo-
mentum and are attributed to Ar+ and Ar2

+ from ionization
of Ar monomers and dimers, respectively. Diffuse intensity
circles centered around the sharp spots correspond to larger
ion momenta and indicate a dissociative process following
ionization. In Fig. 1(a), the diffuse distribution around the
central spot corresponds to fast Ar+ ions mainly due to the
Coulomb explosion of Ar dimers [46,47] and due to dis-
sociation of singly ionized dimers (see below). The diffuse
intensity in Fig. 1(b) is assigned to the ionization of Ar
clusters, which subsequently fragment into Ar2

+ and neutral
species [Arn+ → Ar2

+ + (n-2) Ar]. The ions were detected
in coincidence with the two outgoing electrons. As shown
in Fig. 1(c), we can obtain the binding energy spectra for
ionization of the different target species. The binding energy
is defined as the incident projectile energy minus the summed
energy of the two outgoing electrons, i.e., Ebind = E0 − (E1 +
E2). For all species, one can see a single peak centered at
around 15.8 eV, which corresponds to single ionization of the
outer 3p electron of Ar. From these spectra, we determine a
binding energy resolution of about 3.6 eV (full width at half

FIG. 2. Experimental and theoretical TDCSs for ionization of
Ar(3p) by incident electrons with energy E0 = 90 eV, presented as
3D images. The scattering angle of the projectile is θ1 = −10◦ and
the ejected electron energy is E2 = 10 eV. (a) and (c): Experimental
TDCS; (b) and (d): BSR predictions.

maximum) for the present measurements, which turns out to
be a factor of ∼3 better than our previous results [32]. Addi-
tionally, the spectrum for Ar shows weak structures at around
35–40 eV, which are attributed to the population of satellite
states Ar+∗(3p−2nl) [47,48]. For Ar dimers and clusters, there
might be additional elastic and inelastic scattering reactions
at the neighboring Ar atom(s). For Ar clusters, we observe a
rather small inelastic scattering peak at Ebind ≈ 27 eV which
is much smaller compared to the results of Ref. [32]. This is
because we obtained a smaller mean cluster size in the present
work, leading to the reduced possibility of multiple scattering
reactions.

Figure 2 shows the experimental and theoretical TDCSs
for 90-eV electron-impact ionization of atomic Ar(3p) as
three-dimensional (3D) polar plots. The projectile scattering
angle and ejected electron energy are fixed to θ1 = −10◦ and
E2 = 10 eV, respectively. The left panel is derived from the
experimental data, while the right panel corresponds to the
calculated result from the BSR model. In these representations
the projectile (p0) enters from the bottom and is scattered (p1)
to the left (hence the minus in the notation for the scattering
angle θ1). These two momentum vectors define the scattering
(xz) plane as indicated by the solid frame in Fig. 2(a). The
momentum transfer to the target is indicated by the arrow
labeled q. The (relative) TDCS for a particular direction is
given as the distance from the origin of the plot to the point
on the surface, which is intersected by the ionized electron’s
emission angle (θ2, φ2). In addition, Figs. 2(c) and 2(d) present
the two-dimensional (2D) maps of experimental and theoret-
ical TDCSs as a function of polar angle θ2 (with respect to
the z axis) and azimuth angle φ2 (with respect to the x axis)
of the emitted electron direction, respectively. The binary and
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recoil lobes which originate from a single projectile collision
within the target are observable as the islands with maximum
intensity in the 2D maps, which lie in the scattering plane.
Collisions where the projectile undergoes more than one scat-
tering process within a monomer/cluster (e.g., high-order
projectile-ion or projectile-ejected electron interactions in the
monomer [49,50] and scattering with additional atoms in the
cluster [32]) could result in a more isotropic electron emission
and enhance the low cross section in between the binary and
recoil lobes. These regions are indicated by the dashed curves,
and the intensity there is referred to as out-of-plane structures
in the following discussion.

The typical two-lobe structure for the electron emission
pattern of Ar [6,7,50,51] consists of the binary lobe, which
is roughly along the direction of the momentum transfer
q, thus corresponding to electrons carrying the momentum
transferred by the projectile. The recoil lobe is found in the
opposite direction, where the outgoing electron, initially mov-
ing in the binary direction, backscatters in the ionic potential.
Additionally, the ejected electron is repelled by the scattered
projectile due to the long-range nature of the Coulomb force.
This PCI tilts the binary and recoil lobes away from the
scattered projectile direction. Comparing the experimental
with the calculated data, we see that the BSR results are in
overall good agreement with the measured data, except for
the relatively smaller magnitude of the recoil lobe. The 3D
cross section presented in the present work is consistent with
our previous results of Ar(3p) ionization at impact energies
from 66 eV to 195 eV [10,52–54], and the good agreements
between experiment and calculation confirm that the BSR
model is quite reliable to predict the cross section of electron
impact ionization of Ar monomers.

For a more quantitative comparison between experiment
and theory, the cross sections in three orthogonal planes are
presented in Fig. 3. These are cuts through the 3D TDCS
image, as indicated in Fig. 2(a) by the solid, dashed, and
dotted frames, corresponding to the xz scattering plane, the yz
half-perpendicular plane, and the xy full-perpendicular plane.
These planes are shown in the left, middle, and right columns
of the figure, respectively. The kinematical conditions studied
in this work are the projectile scattering angles of θ1 = −10◦
and −20◦, and ejected-electron energies of E2 = 3.0 eV,
5.0 eV, and 10.0 eV. A single, global scaling factor used to nor-
malize the experimental data was found by achieving a good
visual fit between the experiment and the BSR predictions for
the TDCS in the scattering plane at θ1 = −10◦ and E2 = 10.0
eV; see Fig. 3(c). This factor was subsequently applied to all
other kinematics and planes, i.e., the experimental data remain
consistently cross-normalized to each other.

As shown in Fig. 3 for the scattering plane (i.e., the xz
plane), the BSR prediction is in rather good agreement with
the experimental data. For the low ejected electron energies
(E2 = 3 eV, 5 eV), the binary peak exhibits a double-peak
structure with a minimum near the momentum transfer direc-
tion. This is the result of the characteristic momentum profile
of a p orbital that has a node for vanishing momentum. For
larger E2, the double binary peaks tend to merge into a single
peak. For the recoil lobes, the experiments show a main peak
located at θ2 between about 240◦ and 270◦, followed by a
small shoulder near 300◦.
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FIG. 3. Experimental (squares and triangles) and theoretical
(solid line) TDCSs for ionization of Ar(3p) as a function of the
ejected-electron emission angle at scattering angles θ1 = −10◦ (top
nine panels) and −20◦ (bottom nine panels) for ejected-electron ener-
gies E2 = 3.0 eV, 5.0 eV, and 10.0 eV, respectively. Starting from the
left column are TDCSs in the xz (scattering), yz (half-perpendicular),
and xy (full-perpendicular) planes.

The measured cross sections in the scattering plane are well
reproduced by the BSR calculations, except for the predicted
lower intensity in the recoil lobes. In addition, the BSR model
shows a peak at θ2 close to 180◦ which is particularly strong
for the case of θ1 = −20◦. Experimentally the cross section in
this region is not accessible due to the central beam dump
in the electron detector so that electrons emitted forwards or
backwards are not detected.

For the half-perpendicular plane (i.e., the yz plane), sym-
metry considerations require the cross sections to be identical
above and below the scattering plane, and therefore, in the di-
agrams it is symmetric with respect to 180◦. The experimental
data show maxima at θ2 around 60◦ and 300◦ originating from
the binary peak, while the recoil lobe gives rise to the cen-
tral pattern at θ2 near 180◦. There is overall good qualitative
agreement between the BSR predictions and the experimental
data concerning both the angular dependence of the cross
sections and the relative magnitude over the entire angular
range and for the energies analyzed. Noticeable deviations
occur for θ1 = −20◦ and E2 = 3 eV, where the experiment
shows maxima at θ2 ≈ 60◦ and 300◦, while two symmetric
minima are obtained in the BSR calculations. Furthermore,
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the BSR theory predicts a lower intensity for the central peak
than found experimentally, in particular for θ1 = −10◦. The
BSR results show a maximum at θ2 = 180◦ for θ1 = −10◦ but
a small dip for θ1 = −20◦. Unfortunately, the cross section in
this region cannot be accessed in our experiment.

For the full-perpendicular plane (i.e., the xy plane), the ex-
perimental angular acceptance covers the entire angular range
(0◦−360◦), and the cross sections are again symmetric with
respect to 180◦. The peaks in the vicinity of φ2 = 0◦ and 180◦
correspond to the binary and recoil peaks, respectively. The
BSR theory is in rather good agreement with the experimental
data, except for the predicted dips at φ2 = 180◦ for θ1 = −20◦
and E2 = 3 eV and 5 eV, which are shown in Figs. 3(p) and
3(q), respectively.

In the following we investigate the environment effects on
the ionization dynamics of Ar clusters by comparing the re-
sults of Ar monomers, dimers, and small-size clusters, which
were simultaneously measured in the experiment. The TDCSs
in 3D images for Ar2 and Arn, (〈n〉 ≈ 15) are presented in
Figs. 4(a) and 4(b), respectively, at θ1 = −10◦ and an ejected-
electron energy of E2 = 10 eV. While the basic binary and
recoil lobes are maintained, these 3D plots exhibit an enhance-
ment of the out-of-plane cross sections, in particular for the
Arn clusters.

For more quantitative studies, we present the TDCS ra-
tios between clusters and monomers for σ (Ar2)/σ (Ar) and
σ (Arn)/σ (Ar) in Figs. 4(c) and 4(d), respectively. Here,
the cross sections are scaled according to the measured to-
tal yields of Ar+, Ar2

+, and Ar2
+(Arn) ions (Fig. 1). In

the cross-section ratios the binary (dotted ellipse) and re-
coil (solid ellipse) lobes are suppressed in comparison with
Ar monomers, while the out-of-plane cross section (dashed
curves) is enhanced. This can originate from multicenter scat-
tering effects [32,49,50], i.e., the electron emission angles
can be redistributed due to additional elastic scattering from
the neighbors, with an increasing rescattering probability ex-
pected in clusters.

In addition, the cross sections in three orthogonal (xz, yz,
and xy) planes are presented in Fig. 4(e) for the ionization
of Ar monomer, Ar2 dimer, and larger Arn clusters. These
comparisons show similar features as the results in Figs. 4(c)
and 4(d), where the cluster effects are observed more clearly,
in particular for the case of Arn. For the xz scattering plane,
the binary and recoil lobes in Ar2 show a small decrease with
respect to Ar monomer, and more suppression is observed for
the case of larger Arn clusters. The decrease of the binary peak
is also visible in the xy full-perpendicular plane at φ2 around
0◦ and 360◦. Here, the minima around φ2 = 90◦ and 270◦,
which separate the binary from the recoil lobes, are filled
due to the enhanced electron emission out of the scattering
plane. While an overall enhancement is observed in the yz
half-perpendicular plane, especially for the TDCS of larger
Arn clusters, in this plane the cross sections are less affected
by the binary and recoil lobes and thus more sensitive to such
higher-order effects [32,49,50].

To obtain more insight into the environment effects, calcu-
lations of the TDCS for Ar2 are performed using the MCTDW
method. According to the theoretical potential-energy curves
of Ar2

+ [55,56], the ionic (3pσg)−1 and (3pπu)−1 states of the
dimer can dissociate into Ar+ + Ar species, and the ionization

FIG. 4. Experimental TDCSs for ionization of (a) Ar2 and
(b) Arn, (〈n〉 ≈ 15) by incident electrons with energy E0 = 90 eV,
presented as 3D images. The scattering angle of the projectile is
θ1 = −10◦ and the ejected electron energy is E2 = 10 eV. Two-
dimensional map of the cross-sectional ratios for (c) σ (Ar2)/σ (Ar)
and (d) σ (Arn)/σ (Ar). The dashed curves correspond to the con-
nection of the binary and recoil lobes, i.e., the out-of-plane cross
section. The dotted and solid ellipses denote the binary and recoil
lobes, respectively. (e) Experimental TDCSs for ionization of Ar
(circles), Ar2 (triangles), and Arn (squares) as a function of the
ejected-electron emission angle in the scattering (xz), perpendicular
(yz), and full-perpendicular (xy) planes.

of 3pσu and 3pπg orbitals in Ar2 can lead to stable Ar2
+

ions. Considering spin-orbit coupling, the situation becomes
complicated and the removal of an electron from 3pσu, 3pπg,
and 3pπu can contribute to the bound ionic states of the Ar2

dimers [55,57]. Since experimentally we identify collisions
with dimers via a coincidence with Ar2

+, we consider ioniza-
tion of these three orbitals for calculating the TDCS of Ar2,
i.e., σ (Ar2). Here, the wave functions of the bound orbitals
of Ar2 are calculated using the GAUSSIAN 16 program [58] by
the density functional theory method employing the B3LYP
hybrid functional with aug-cc-pVTZ basis set. The Ar2 ioniza-
tion of different orbitals is considered as an incoherent process
due to the populations of different ionic final states. Thus the
calculated TDCSs for different orbitals are summed incoher-
ently as σ (3pσ u) + 2 × σ (3pπg) + 2 × σ (3pπu), where the
relative statistical weights are obtained considering the orbital
degeneracy.
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The calculated 3D TDCS for Ar monomer using the
MCTDW method is presented in Fig. 5(a), which is in
generally good agreement with the experimental data and
also the prediction from the BSR theory shown in Figs. 2(a)
and 2(b), respectively, while the calculated result for the Ar2

dimer, shown in Fig. 5(b), exhibits a strong enhancement of
the out-of-plane cross sections in comparison with the results
of Ar monomer. Additionally, we present the TDCS ratio
between σ (Ar2) and σ (Ar) in Fig. 5(c), where the predicted
features, i.e., the suppression of the binary (dotted ellipse) and
recoil (solid ellipse) lobes and the enhancement of the out-of-
plane structures (dashed curves), are in reasonable qualitative
agreement with the experimental results. These results em-
phasize the importance of the environment effect in electron-
impact ionization of clusters. We also notice that in the cal-
culation both suppression and enhancement are stronger than
in the experimental data. The underlying reason may be an
overestimation of the multicenter scattering potential in the
dimers. Here, after ionization of Ar2 the single charge is more
likely localized at one Ar atom due to the large interatomic
distance of the dimer, while in our calculation the single
charge is considered to be shared by both Ar atoms like the
ionization of a diatomic molecule, and therefore the model
can overestimate the effect of the neighboring atom. Future
studies are expected for considerations of a localized state in
the ionization process, e.g., by coherently superimposing the
3pπg and 3pπu or 3pσg and 3pσu orbitals.

Finally, following Stia et al. [36], we consider ionization
of the dimer formally as the coherent electron emission from
two neighboring atoms. This can be described as a two-center
interference, which is schematically shown in Fig. 6(a). In
this description an electron emission angle–dependent inter-
ference can be expected, since the de Broglie wavelength of a
10-eV electron (3.88 Å) and the interatomic distance of Ar2

(3.8 Å) are nearly identical in size [36–40]. According to
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FIG. 6. (a) Schematic diagram for the collision kinematics of
two-center interference. (b) Calculated interference factor for the
average molecular orientation within the 4π solid angle, plotted as
a function of the emission angles θ2 and φ2 of the ejected electrons.

theory [36], the TDCS for a two-center system like Ar2 with
random spatial alignment can be determined as the TDCS
for the corresponding Ar atom multiplied by an interference
factor:

σ (Ar2) = 2σ (Ar)

(
1 + sin(χ · R)

χ · R
)

(6)

Here R is the interatomic distance and χ is the momentum
transferred to the residual ion.

The two-center interference pattern can be obtained by the
cross-section ratio between σ (Ar2) and σ (Ar), which is shown
in Fig. 6(b). This spectrum exhibits maxima in the binary
region, which is in sharp contrast to the experimental data
depicted in Fig. 4(c) and the MCTDW calculation shown in
Fig. 5(c). This shows that the description of dimer ionization
by the interference model which originally was derived for
the hydrogen molecule is not adequate. This model does not
account for molecular effects such as the dissociative nature
of molecular states in Ar2, where the atomic orbitals involved
do not contribute to the measured ionization signal. Further-
more, the model was developed for the ground state of H2

consisting of a gerade combination of atomic orbitals. The
present results originate from the ionization of 3pσu, 3pπg,
and 3pπu orbitals. These orbitals consist of atomic states
that are either in phase (3pσu, 3pπu) or out of phase (3pπg).
Therefore, there is a phase difference of π between both inter-
ference patterns such that the fringes might be washed away
in the summed intensity. Furthermore, there are also other
effects that can influence the simple two-center interference
factor. For example, according to high-energy (e, 2e) electron
momentum spectroscopy studies of CF4, there might be an
additional higher-order term in the interference model [59].
Studies on the ionization dynamics of the aligned H2 molecule
have revealed that the molecular potential in the final state can
modify the two-center interference pattern and cause electron
emission preferentially along the molecular axis, in particular
for the low ejected energy of E2 = 10 eV [38,60].

V. CONCLUSIONS

In summary, we have studied experimentally and theo-
retically the effects of the environment on the ionization
dynamics of Ar clusters initiated by electron impact at E0 =
90 eV. We have obtained the triple-differential cross sections
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for the Ar monomer, dimer (Ar2), and small-size Ar clusters
(Arn, 〈n〉 ≈ 15) in three-dimensional kinematics. The BSR
calculations show overall good agreement with the cross sec-
tions for the Ar monomer for scattering angles θ1 = 10◦ and
20◦ and ejected energies E2 of 3 eV, 5 eV, and 10 eV.

In addition to standard binary and recoil lobes, the ex-
perimental cross sections for Ar clusters reveal noticeable
structures in the out-of-plane region. We also observed the
suppression of the binary and recoil lobes for Ar clusters when
compared to the results for Ar monomers.

Furthermore, we obtained theoretical cross sections for Ar2

using the MCTDW method, which considers the influences
of the environment on the multicenter scattering effects. The
calculations show qualitative agreement with the results for Ar
clusters, in particular regarding the suppression of the binary
and recoil lobes and the enhancement of the out-of-plane
structures. Finally, no two-center interference effect on the
electron-impact ionization dynamics of Ar2 was observed,
since orbitals with both gerade and ungerade symmetries are
ionized in the present experiments.

Our studies highlight the importance of environment ef-
fects in the ionization of clusters, on particular for multicenter
scattering reactions. We hope that the results obtained in the
present work will also help to interpret the electron-impact
ionization process in more complex systems.
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