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Abstract: The salt metathesis reaction between one equivalent of Sml,(THF), and two equivalents
of K(CsMe4H) in THF afforded single crystals of the unusual, toluene-soluble, and asymmetric
bimetallic Sm(IT)/Sm(II) complex, (CsMesH),Sm' (1-3:75-CsMey,H)Sm! (CsMey, H)(THE),, instead
of the expected product, (CsMe,H),Sm(THF),. The toluene-insoluble products of this reaction can
be worked up in 1,2-dimethoxyethane (DME) to provide X-ray quality crystals of the monomeric
Sm(IT) metallocene, (CsMeyH),Sm! (DME). (CsMe4H),Sm!/(DME) can also be synthesized directly
by the reaction between one equivalent of Sml,(THF), and two equivalents of K(CsMe4H) in neat
DME. The isolation and characterization of the bimetallic Sm(II) /Sm(II) complex provides supporting
evidence for the possible oligomerization that may occur during the synthesis of Sm(II) complexes
with cyclopentadienyl ligands that are less sterically bulky and less solubilizing than (CsMes)!~.

Keywords: samarium; tetramethylcyclopentadienyl; metallocene; bimetallic; bridging cyclopentadi-
enyl; organometallic

1. Introduction

The synthesis and isolation of the first soluble organometallic Sm(II) complexes,
(CsMes),Sm(THEF), [1] and (CsMes)2Sm [2], in 1981 and 1984, respectively, propelled
progress in organosamarium(Il) chemistry by being suitable complexes for a series of
reactivity studies that showcased the strong reducing properties of the Sm(II) ion in an
organometallic environment. Some early representative examples included the reductive
homologation of CO [3], the coupling of alkynes and alkenes with CO [4,5], the genera-
tion of unusual olefin dianions [6,7], and the first example of dinitrogen reduction by an
f-element [8]. Subsequently, this system was explored broadly in many areas [9-25].

The pentamethylcyclopentadienyl ligand used in these studies was critical for provid-
ing the steric crowding required for isolating the monomeric Sm(II) complexes, the solubility
of the Sm(II) complexes essential for reactivity, and the crystallinity of the paramagnetic
Sm(III) products necessary for characterization using single-crystal X-ray crystallography.
The first Sm(Il) cyclopentadienyl complex, [(C5sHs),Sm(THF)], [26], was reported much
earlier, in 1969, but since this unsubstituted cyclopentadienyl complex is insoluble in most
solvents, even in THEF, it did not provide access to unusual Sm(II) reactivity. It also did not
form single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction. Likewise, [(CsMeH4),Sm(THF)],, [27,28]
displays similar behavior. Since then, Sm(II) complexes using various substituted cyclopen-
tadienyl ligands have been reported, including (Cs'BuzH;),Sm [29], (Cs'Pr5),Sm [29],
[C5(2,5-Ph2)(3,4-p—t012)H]25m(THF) [30], (C5Ph4H)25m(THF) [30], (C9H7)25m(THF) [31],
(C13Hg)2Sm(THF),  [31], (CsMey'Pr),Sm(THF) [32],  [Cs5(SiMe3)sHa][Cs(SiMes)2Hs]
Sm(THF) [33], [C5Me4(CH2C10H7)]2Sm(THF)2 [34], [C5M€4(CH2C10H7)]251’I‘1 [34], [(4—7’1]311—
CeHa)5C5)]25m [35], [(4-Et-CeHa)5Cs5)]125m [36], [(4-'Pr-CeHa)5Cs)]25m [36], [(CsMey)SiMe;
(CHzCH=CH2)]2sm [37], (C51Pr4H)2Sm [29,38], (C5Ph5)251’1‘1 [30,39], and [C5(CH2Ph)5]2
Sm [40]; see Scheme 1. One commonality between these Sm(II) complexes is the use of
sterically bulky and solubilizing substituents on the cyclopentadienyl ligands [41].
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Scheme 1. Examples of crystallographically characterized Sm(II) metallocene complexes.

Although many of these Sm(II) metallocenes were characterizable by single-crystal
X-ray crystallography, the tetramethylcyclopentadienyl Sm(II) complex, (CsMesH),Sm
(THF), [42], closely related to (CsMes),Sm(THF); proved to be challenging to crystal-
lize. Although spectroscopic data were reported for the product of the salt metathesis
reaction between one equivalent of SmI;(THF), and two equivalents of Na(CsMe H),
no crystallographic characterization of the isolated material was described, presumably
due to the presence of complicating impurities [42]. Given that (CsMeyH),Yb [43] and
(CsMeyH),Eu(THEF), [44] were previously crystallographically characterized, we recently
revisited the Sm(II) chemistry of this ligand as part of a broader study of (CsMeyH)!~
f-element chemistry in our laboratory. Herein, we report two routes to crystallographically
characterizable samarocenes involving this ligand.

2. Results
2.1. Synthesis and Structure of (CsMesH),Sm(DME), 2

The reaction between two equivalents of K(CsMe4H) and one equivalent of Sml, (THF),
in THF at room temperature immediately produced a purple mixture and a white pre-
cipitate. Afterwards, centrifugation and filtration of the purple mixture to remove white
insoluble solids, presumably KI, afforded a purple solution. Subsequently, purple solids
were obtained from this purple solution upon removal of solvent from the supernatant
under reduced pressure at room temperature. The vacuum was applied until the purple
solids were dry enough to be a free-flowing powder. About 50-60% of the purple solids by
mass were extracted with toluene to give a purple-green solution discussed later. How-
ever, about half of the purple solids remained undissolved despite multiple extractions in
toluene, as shown in Scheme 2.



Inorganics 2023, 11, 4

30f15

remove THEF,

THE 1074 Torr
2 K(CsMe H) + SmI(THF),— 3 purple solution ———— > purple solids
-2KI
toluene
extraction
purple, toluene-insoluble solids  + purple-green toluene solution

1
THE DME

(CsMe, H),Sm(y-n3n°-CsMe,H)Sm(C;Me,H)(THF),

3
(C;Me,H),Sm(THF), (CsMe,H),Sm(DME)

2

Scheme 2. Synthetic and workup procedure for the different products of the reaction between

Sml,(THF), and 2 K(C5Me4H) in THE.

The purple, toluene-insoluble solids, 1, are also insoluble in alkanes, benzene, and
diethyl ether. Elemental analysis suggested that compound 1 is [(CsMesH),Sm],. How-
ever, incomplete combustion, which is commonly observed in organometallic f-element
chemistry [45-49], was observed over multiple runs (see Experimental section). In support
of this, 1 is soluble in THF and the 'H NMR spectrum, taken in THF-dg, matches the data re-
ported for (CsMesH),Sm(THF), in 1995 [42], showing paramagnetically shifted resonances,
which is typical for Sm(II) complexes; see Figure S1, Scheme 2 [1,2,29-40]. Despite multiple
attempts, no X-ray quality crystals of this THF-solvated species could be grown in our

hands which is consistent with the literature [42].

The addition of 1,2-dimethoxyethane (DME) to 1 at room temperature afforded a dark
green solution which has a color similar to that of (CsMes5),Sm(DME) [9]. Concentration
of the dark green solution and overnight storage at —35 °C generated dark green crystals
of (CsMesH),Sm(DME), 2, which were suitable for study by X-ray diffraction, Figure 1,

Scheme 2.

Figure 1. ORTEP representation of complex 2 with selective atom labeling. Ellipsoids are drawn at

the 50% probability level. For clarity, hydrogen atoms and the second molecule in the asymmetric

unit are not shown.
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Complex 2 can also be synthesized directly by the reaction between K(CsMe,H) and
Sml,(THF), in neat DME at room temperature, Scheme 3. The THNMR spectrum of 2, taken
in THF-dg, displays resonances corresponding to one type of (CsMeyH)! ~ environment as
well as one molecule of DME per two (CsMe4H)!~ ligands, Figure S2. Furthermore, the
resonances are paramagnetically shifted, which is typical for a Sm(II) complex [1,2,29-40].

/
DME "0
2 K(CsMe,H) + Sml,(THF), ———3 Sm’ :\
-2KI 0\
-2 THF

Scheme 3. Direct synthesis of (CsMe4H),Sm(DME), 2.

Complex 2 crystallizes in the orthorhombic Pbca space group with two crystallograph-
ically independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. Selected bond distances and angles
for complex 2 are summarized in Table 1. Each molecule adopts a distorted tetrahedral
geometry and is coordinated to two cyclopentadienyl ligands and the two oxygen atoms
of a single DME molecule. The two molecules have similar metrical parameters; the Sm—
C(CsMeyH) distances fall within the range of 2.741(2)-2.867(2) A and the Cnt-Sm—Cnt (Cnt
= ring centroid) angles are 130.3° for both molecules. Furthermore, the 2.591(1)-2.617(1) A
Sm—-O(DME) distances is similar to the Sm—O(DME) distances in (CsMes),Sm(DME) [9].
However, the average O(DME)-Sm-O(DME) angle in complex 2 is 63.57(4)°, which is
narrower than the 67.2(9)° seen in (CsMes),Sm(DME).

Table 1. Selected bond distances (A) and angles (°) for (CsMesH),Sm(DME), 2.

Sm(1)-O(1) 2.591(1) Sm(2)-0(3) 2.612(1)
Sm(1)-0(2) 2.617(1) Sm(2)-0(4) 2.601(1)
Sm(1)-C(1) 2.813(2) Sm(2)-C(23) 2.794(2)
Sm(1)-C(2) 2.821(2) Sm(2)-C(24) 2.830(2)
Sm(1)-C(3) 2.807(2) Sm(2)-C(25) 2.824(2)
Sm(1)-C(4) 2.796(2) Sm(2)-C(26) 2.786(2)
Sm(1)-C(5) 2.787(2) Sm(2)-C(27) 2.760(2)
Sm(1)-C(10) 2.747(2) Sm(1)-C(32) 2.810(2)
Sm(1)-C(11) 2.821(2) Sm(1)-C(33) 2.826(2)
Sm(1)-C(12) 2.867(2) Sm(1)-C(34) 2.834(2)
Sm(1)-C(13) 2.819(2) Sm(1)-C(35) 2.819(2)
Sm(1)-C(14) 2.741(2) Sm(1)-C(36) 2.787(2)
Sm(1)-Cnt(1) 2534 Sm(2)-Cnt(3) 2.528
Sm(1)-Cnt(2) 2.527 Sm(2)-Cnt(4) 2.544
O(1)-Sm(1)-0(2) 63.92(4) O(3)-Sm(2)-O(4) 63.21(4)
Cnt(1)-Sm(1)-Cnt(2) 130.3 Cnt(3)-Sm(2)-Cnt(4) 130.3

In each molecule of 2, the hydrogen substituted carbon atoms on the cyclopentadienyl
rings are at the back of the wedge where the two rings are closest to each other and have
the most steric repulsion. The orientation of the (CsMeyH)!~ rings with respect to each
other is slightly different in the two molecules, Figure 2. One molecule has a H(CsMesH)
... H(CsMe4H) distance of 3.196 A while the other molecule has an analogous distance of
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3.683 A. The fact that two different orientations with similar metrical parameters form the
low energy structure that crystallizes suggests that there is no single preferred orientation.
In contrast, (CsMes),Sm(DME) crystallizes as a single molecule in the asymmetric unit
along with one molecule of DME in the lattice [9].

= TN

Figure 2. Top-down view of both molecules of (CsMey4H),Sm(DME), 2, in the asymmetric unit. For
clarity, hydrogen atoms are not shown.

The metrical parameters of 2 are compared to those of other structurally character-
ized Sm(II) metallocenes in Table 2 and are ordered in increasing Cnt-Sm—Cnt angle. The
Sm-Cnt distances in 2 fall within the range typically observed for a Sm(II) metallocene and
not for a Sm(III) metallocene [1,2,31-40]. The Cnt-Sm—Cnt angle of 2 is the second small-
est observed for a Sm(II) metallocene, behind the 126.4° seen in (C13Hg),Sm(THF), [31].
However, the more acute angle seen in (Cy3Hg),Sm(THF), is likely a consequence of
(C13Hg)2Sm(THEF), having a noticeably longer Sm—Cnt distance than the other Sm(II) met-
allocenes in the literature.
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Table 2. Comparison of Sm—-Cnt (A) and Sm-O (A) distances and Cnt-Sm-Cnt angles (°) for various

crystallographically characterized Sm(II) metallocenes in order of increasing Cnt-Sm—-Cnt angle.

Complex Sm-Cnt (A) Sm-0 (A) Cnt-Sm-Cnt (°)
CSMeﬁg;fgﬁg%?;g;z 3a 2.584,2.581, 2.537, 2.586 2.577(2), 2.597(2) 122.8,130.2
(C13Ho)2Sm(THF), [31] 2.633,2.629 2.560(6), 2.540(6) 126.4
(CsMe4H),Sm(DME), 2 2 2.534,2.527,2.528, 2.544 ii?ﬁ(é)) gzgﬁ)) 130.3
(CsMes),Sm(THF), [1] 2.60 2.63(1) 136.7
[CsH,(SiMe3)31[CsHj3(SiMe3),1Sm(THF) [33] 2.559, 2.553 2.547(3) 137.0
[CsMe4(CH,C19H7)1,Sm [34] 2.533,2.529 — 138.05(6)
(CsMes),Sm(THF) [33] 2.542,2.549 2.569(3) 1385
[C5sMe4(CH,C1oH;)1,Sm(THF), [34] 2.576, 2.582 2.646(2), 2.590(2) 138.97(3)
(CsMes),Sm(DME) [9] 2.54,2.57 2.52(1), 2.61(2) 140
(CsMes),Sm [2] 253 — 140.1
[(CsMey)SiMe,(CH,CH=CH,)1,Sm [37] 2551 — 141.2
(CsMey Pr),Sm(THF) [32] 2,531 2.540(5) 141.6
[C5(CH,Ph)s1,Sm [40] 2.555, 2.565 — 141.8
(Cs'PryH)>Sm [29,38] 251 — 152.0
[(4-Et-CsHy)5C5)1,Sm [36] 2.504, 2.521 — 166.9(1), 168.0(1)

a This work.

2.2. Synthesis and Structure of(C5Me4H)ZSmH(;£—173:175—C5Me4H)SmH(C5M64H)(THF)Z, 3

The purple-green toluene solution obtained by extraction of the Sml,(THF), /K(CsMe,H)
reaction mixture as described above led to the isolation of a different Sm(II) metallocene
than 1 or 2. Concentration and subsequent storage of the solution at —35 °C in the presence
of THF generated purple, X-ray-quality crystals of the bimetallic complex, (CsMesH),Sm(p-
13:7°-CsMeyH)Sm(CsMe,H)(THF),, 3; see Figure 3, Scheme 2. Complete removal of the
solvent resulted in the formation of green solids. However, these green solids exhibit
low solubility in non-coordinating solvents, and no X-ray-quality single crystals have

been isolated.

Figure 3. ORTEP representation of complex 3 with selective atom labeling. Ellipsoids are drawn at

the 50% probability level. For clarity, hydrogen atoms are not shown.
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Complex 3 crystallizes in the monoclinic P2, /n space group with a single molecule in
the asymmetric unit. Complex 3 is an asymmetric, bimetallic Sm(II) /Sm(II) complex that
consists of a desolvated [(17°-CsMe4H),Sm] metallocene moiety and a disolvated [(y-#3:17°-
C5Me4H)(;75-C5Me4H)Sm(THF)2] metallocene moiety bridged by a (CsMeyH)! ligand. A
cyclopentadienyl-bridged bimetallic samarium complex has been observed previously in
the literature. However, it is the mixed-valent Sm(IT) /Sm(IIT) complex, (CsMes),Sm™ (1~
115:175—C5H5)SmIH (CsMes); [50], which contains five cyclopentadienyl rings instead of the
four in complex 3. Selected metrical parameters for complex 3 are summarized in Table 3
and are compared with other Sm(II) metallocenes in Table 2.

Table 3. Selected bond distances (A) and angles (°) for (CsMegH),Sm(p-173:17°-CsMegH)Sm
(C5M64H)(THF)2, 3.

Sm(1)-C(1) 2.819(2) Sm(2)-C(19) 2.814(2)
Sm(1)-C(2) 2.931(2) Sm(2)-C(20) 2.806(2)
Sm(1)-C(3) 2.932(2) Sm(2)-C(21) 2.804(2)
Sm(1)-C(4) 2.810(2) Sm(2)-C(22) 2.811(2)
Sm(1)-C(5) 2.751(2) Sm(2)-C(23) 2.799(2)
Sm(1)-C(10) 2.831(2) Sm(2)-C(28) 2.835(2)
Sm(1)-C(11) 2.940(2) Sm(2)-C(29) 2.872(2)
Sm(1)-C(12) 2.919(2) Sm(2)-C(30) 2.888(2)
Sm(1)-C(13) 2.791(2) Sm(2)-C(31) 2.864(2)
Sm(1)-C(14) 2.748(2) Sm(2)-C(32) 2.807(2)
Sm(1)-C(28) 2.962(2) Sm(1)-C(31) 2.955(2)
Sm(1)-C(29) 3.160(2) Sm(1)-C(32) 2.842(2)
Sm(1)-C(30) 3.153(2) Sm(2)-Cnt(3) 2.537
Sm(1)-Cnt(1) 2.584 Sm(2)-Cnt(4) 2.586
Sm(1)-Cnt(2) 2581 Cnt(3)-Sm(2)-Cnt(4) 130.2
Cnt(1)-Sm(1)-Cnt(2) 122.8 Sm(2)-0(1) 2.577(2)
Sm(2)-0(2) 2.597(2)

The coordination sphere of Sm(2) in complex 3 with two (7°-CsMegH)! ~ rings and two
THEF molecules is most similar to that of complex 2 and (CsMes),Sm(THF); [1]. The 130.2°
Cnt-Sm(2)-Cnt angle in 3 is equivalent to those in 2 and the 2.537 A and 2.586 A Sm(2)-
Cnt distances are within a range typical for a Sm(II) metallocene [1,2,31-40]. Moreover,
the Sm(2)-O(THF) distances of 2.577(2) A and 2.597(2) A are similar to the Sm—O(THF)
distances of other crystallographically characterized Sm(II) metallocenes, as shown in
Table 2.

Sm(1) has two (175—C5Me4H)1’ ligands that have Sm(1)-C(CsMe4H) distances ranging
from 2.748(2) A t0 2.940(2) A. The 122.8° Cnt-Sm(1)-Cnt angle for the two (7°-CsMeyH) —
ligands is much more bent than that of complex 2 because Sm(1) also has an (173—C5Me4H)1_
ligand in its coordination sphere. In a sense, the Sm(1) moiety may be considered a Sm(II)
analog with (CsMeyH)1~ ligands of the Sm(III) complex, (C5Me5)2‘5m(173-CH2CHCH2) [51].
However, the Sm(III) metallocene allyl complex has a Cnt-Sm—Cnt angle of 140.3°, pre-
sumably because it has Sm—C bond distances that are much shorter due to the metal center
having a higher oxidation state than Sm(1) in complex 3. The average Sm(l)—C(;y5 -CsMeyH)
distance in 3 is 2.847(2) A, which is longer than the 2.724(30) A average bond distance
observed in (CsMes),Sm(173-CH,CHCHy). Similarly, the 2.842(2)-2.962(2) A Sm(1)-C(1°-
CsMeyH) distances in 3 for the three closest ring carbon atoms are much longer than
the 2.630(15)-2.668(18) A Sm—C(CH,CHCH,) distances in (CsMes),Sm(73-CH,CHCH,).
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This is consistent with the 0.1-0.2 A differences typically observed between Sm(II)-C and
Sm(II)-C distances in complexes featuring cyclopentadienyl or allyl ligands [1-8,51]. The
other Sm(1)-C(3-CsMe4H) bond lengths in 3 for the two more distant carbon atoms in the
cyclopentadienyl ligand are noticeably longer and are 3.153 A and 3.160 A.

The relatively small 122.8° Cnt-Sm(1)-Cnt angle in 3 is reminiscent of the 120° Cnt-
Ln-Cnt angle observed in the sterically crowded (CsMes)3;Ln complexes that undergo
sterically induced reduction [52]. One characteristic of (CsMes)3;Ln complexes that effect
sterically induced reduction reactions is that they have at least one methyl substituent that
is displaced from the average plane generated by the cyclopentadienyl ring by at least 0.48
A [52]. However, the methyl displacements shown for complex 3 in Table 4 do not exceed
0.195 A, and hence it cannot be considered sterically crowded by this criterion even though
the Cnt-Sm—Cnt angle is very small [52].

Table 4. Displacements for the methyl substituents from the average ring carbon plane generated by
the (CsMeyH)1~ ligand (A) and the (average ring carbon plane)-C(ring)-C(Me) angles (°) for Sm(1)

in 3.
Cnt(1) ... C(6) 0.032 A 0.67° Cnt(2) ... C(15) 0.041 A 0.86°
Cnt(1) ... C(7) 0.153 A 3.25° Cnt(2) ... C(16) 0.146 A 3.11°
Cnt(1) ... C(8) 0.195 A 4.15° Cnt(2) ... C(17) 0.144 A 3.04°
Cnt(1) ... C9) 0.044 A 0.93° Cnt(2) ... C(18) 0.055 A 1.16°

The 'H NMR spectrum of 3 in C¢Dg has resonances that can be attributed to more than
one type of (CsMesH)!~ ligand, but the paramagnetism of the Sm(II) complex precluded a
definitive assignment; see Figure S3.

2.3. Infrared Spectroscopy and UV-Visible Spectroscopy

Infrared spectroscopy was used to characterize the purple, toluene-insoluble solids, 1,
obtained from the reaction between SmI,(THF), and K(CsMe4H) in THF, and to compare
to the infrared spectra of 2 and 3; see Figure 4 and Figures S4-56.
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Figure 4. Infrared spectra of 1 (red), 2 (blue), and 3 (green).
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The infrared spectra of 1, 2, and 3 all display absorptions centered around 3000 cm !
and 740 cm !, which is typical for the C-H stretching vibrations and bending vibrations of
the cyclopentadienyl ligands [53], respectively. Another band centered around 1440 cm !
is observed and is characteristic of C—C vibrations [53]. In addition, the infrared spectrum
of 2 has two very strong bands at 1060 cm~! and 860 cm ™!, diagnostic of coordination of
an O-donor ligand on a metal center [54-56], which for complex 2 is DME. This compares
well with the reported infrared data for (CsMes),Sm(DME), which also has the strong
bands associated with coordination of a DME molecule at 1040 cm ™! and 860 cm ™! [9]. The
infrared spectrum of 1 looks very similar to the infrared spectrum of 2, except the bands
at 1060 cm~! and 860 cm ! are not present; see Figure 4. This suggests that these purple,
toluene-insoluble solids, 1, are fully desolvated. This notion is further supported by the
infrared spectrum of 3, which has a similar spectrum to 2, including the two very strong
bands at 1030 cm~! and 876 cm ! corresponding to the THF molecules bound to 3. These
bands are similar to the ones found at 1040 cm~! and 895 cm ™! in the infrared spectrum of
(CsMes5),Sm(THF),, which are absent in (CsMes),Sm [1,2].

The UV-visible spectra of complex 1, 2, and 3 were also collected in THF at room
temperature and were compared with the UV-visible spectrum of (CsMes),Sm(THEF),,
as shown in Figures S7-511. Despite the differences spectroscopically and structurally
between 1, 2, and 3, the UV-visible spectra are identical in THF and display absorptions
centered around 390 nm and 550 nm. In comparison to (CsMes),Sm(THEF),, there are no
noticeable differences. Additionally, no differences are observed whether the UV-visible
spectrum of 3 is taken in THF or toluene.

3. Discussion

The reaction between Sml,(THF), and K(CsMe H) in DME readily forms single crys-
tals of (CsMe4H),Sm(DME), 2, amenable to single-crystal X-ray crystallography. This
contrasts with the same reaction in THEF, where X-ray-quality crystals of the expected
product, (CsMesH),Sm(THF);, have proven elusive. This emphasizes the subtleties that
are present in f-element organometallic chemistry. Further evidence on this point comes
from the isolation of (C5Me4H)ZSm(y-173:175—C5Me4H)Sm(C5Me4H)(THF)7_, 3. The isolation
of this asymmetric bimetallic complex that is composed of monometallic [(CsMesH),Sm]
and [(CsMesH),Sm(THF);] moieties is most surprising.

On the basis of the structures of 2 and 3 and the spectroscopic data obtained in this
study, it is likely that removal of solvent under reduced pressure from reactions between
Sml,(THF), and K(CsMe4H) generates an insoluble [(CsMesH),Sm], species that involves
bridging (CsMeyH)! ™ ligands of the type found in 3. If small amounts of THF are present,
toluene-soluble compounds such as the bimetallic complex 3 can be isolated. In the
presence of an excess of coordinating solvents such as THF or DME, (CsMesH),Sm(THF),
and (CsMesH),Sm(DME) are likely to exist as monomeric species in solution.

These results with the (CsMeyH)!~ ligand differ significantly from those of the
(Cs5Mes)!~ ligand. In the pentamethylcyclopentadienyl case, the unsolvated (CsMes),Sm
can be isolated and crystallographically characterized. Evidently, the absence of one methyl
group on the cyclopentadienyl ring allows bridging structures such as in 3 which may not
be as energetically accessible as for (CsMes),Sm. The fact that Sm(1) in 3 can achieve a
Cnt-Sm—Cnt angle of 122.8°, the smallest observed for a Sm(II) metallocene, is consistent
with this.

The structural data of 2 and 3 present some interesting questions with respect to the
locations of the hydrogen substituents on the cyclopentadienyl ring. The existence of two
different orientations of the hydrogen substituents in 2 is intriguing as well as its possible
importance in making 1 crystallizable compared to (CsMe4H),Sm(THF),. Furthermore, the
location of these hydrogen substituents in the back of the wedge would seem to allow for
a more acute Cnt-Sm-Cnt angle. This is supported by the fact that the angle in complex
2 is 130° whereas the angle is 140° in (CsMes),Sm(DME). In complex 3, which has the
smallest Sm(II) Cnt-Sm—Cnt angle, 122.8°, only one hydrogen substituent is at the back of
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the wedge of Sm(1) and the same is true for Sm(2) which has a coordination environment
closest to complex 2. Based on these results, there are clearly subtleties in the packing of
tetramethylcyclopentadienyl complexes and these are likely to affect the solubility and
crystallinity based on these results.

Given the results obtained with Sm(II) complexes with cyclopentadienyl ligands
with one fewer methyl group than (CsMes)!~, it seems understandable that the chem-
istry of Sm(II) complexes of even less substituted cyclopentadienyl ligands is challeng-
ing in terms of solubility and crystallinity. Complexes such as [(C5Hs),Sm(THF)], and
[(CsH4Me),Sm(THF)],, would be expected to oligomerize and could form a variety of
bridging motifs.

4. Experimental Details

All manipulations and syntheses described below were conducted with the rigorous
exclusion of air and water using standard Schlenk line and glovebox techniques under an
argon atmosphere. Solvents were sparged with UHP argon and dried by passage through
columns containing Q-5 and molecular sieves and stored over activated molecular sieves
prior to use. Deuterated NMR solvents were dried over NaK alloy, degassed by three
freeze-pump-thaw cycles, and vacuum transferred before use. 'H NMR spectra were
recorded on a Bruker AVANCE600 MHz spectrometer at 298 K unless otherwise stated
and referenced internally to residual protio-solvent resonances. UV-visible spectra were
collected in THF at 298 K using a Varian Cary 50 Scan UV-visible spectrometer in a 1 mm
Schlenk cuvette fitted with a Teflon stopper unless otherwise stated. Infrared spectra were
recorded as compressed solids on an Agilent Cary 630 ATR-FTIR. Elemental analyses were
conducted on a Thermo Scientific FlashSmart CHNS/O Elemental Analyzer at UC Irvine
Materials Research Institute’s TEMPR facility in Irvine, California. K(CsMesH) [44] and
Sml,(THF), [57] were synthesized according to literature procedures.

4.1. Synthesis of 1 from Sml,(THF), and K(CsMesH) in THF

In a glovebox containing coordinating solvents, solid K(CsMesH) (486 mg, 3.04 mmol)
was added to a stirred dark blue solution of Sml;(THF), (827 mg, 1.51 mmol) in THF (5 mL)
at room temperature. The mixture immediately turned dark purple with concomitant
formation of white, insoluble precipitate. The mixture was stirred at room temperature
overnight. After the white solids, presumably KI, were removed via centrifugation and
filtration, solvent was removed under reduced pressure to yield purple solids. The purple
solids were then washed with toluene (4 x 20 mL) until the washings were colorless and
the toluene extracts and remaining purple solids (237 mg, 0.603 mmol, 40% assuming a
[(CsMegH),Sm], product based on Sml,(THF),) were separated. IR: 2939 w, 2870 m, 2847 s,
2722 w, 1435 m, 1386 m, 1315 w, 1025 w, 742 vs. UV-vis (THF, room temperature) Amax,
nm (e, M1 ecm™): 395 (692), 549 (424). Anal. Calcd for 1, presumed to be [C1gHsSm]q: C,
55.04; H, 6.67. Found: C, 46.84; H, 5.897. C, 44.30; H, 5.582. C, 46.79; H, 5.876. Low C and H
values were found across multiple runs and suggest incomplete combustion [45-49]. The C
to H ratios in the analytical data give formulas of C1gHyy, CigHyy, and CigHyy, respectively,
compared to the calculated value of CigHyg.

4.2. Synthesis of (CsMeyH),Sm''(DME), 2, from 1

Compound 1 (237 mg) was dissolved in DME (10 mL), which immediately produced
a dark green solution. Solvent was removed under reduced pressure to yield green solids
(265 mg, 0.549 mmol, 36% based on Sml,(THF);). Dark green crystals of 1, suitable for
study by X-ray diffraction, can be grown from a concentrated solution of 1 in DME stored at
—35 °C. 'H NMR (THF-dg, 600 MHz): § 15.28 (br s, 2H, CsMeyH), 9.21 (br s, 12H, CsMe,H),
3.38 (s, 4H, CH30CH,CH,OCH3), 3.28 (s, 6H, CH30CH,CH,OCHj3), —0.32 (br s, 12H,
CsMeyH) ppm. IR: 2859s, 28475, 2715w, 2206w, 1440m, 1239w, 1189w, 1064 vs, 1015m, 853s,
743vs cm ™. UV-vis (THF, room temperature) Amax, N (g, M1 em™): 388 (995), 550 (488).
Anal. Calcd for 2 CypHzcO,Sm: C, 54.72; H, 7.51. Found: C, 33.32; H, 7.51. C, 25.29; H,
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3.72. C,37.86; H, 5.33. Low C and H values were found across multiple runs and suggest
incomplete combustion [45-49]. The C to H ratios in the analytical data give formulas of
CyHsy, CuHszg 5, and CppHsy, respectively, compared to the calculated value of CpyHsg.

4.3. Synthesis of (CsMeyH),Sm! (u-13:7°-CsMeyH)Sm!l(CsMe,H)(THF),, 3

In a glovebox containing coordinating solvents, the dark purple-green toluene extract
obtained from the procedure in 4.1 was concentrated under reduced pressure and stored
at —35 °C. Over approximately 1 week, purple crystals of 3, suitable for study by X-ray
diffraction, were isolated (79 mg, 0.085 mmol, 11% based on SmI,(THF),). IR: 2991 w,
2926 m, 2846 s, 2717 w, 1435 m, 1321 w, 1031 vs, 876 vs, 743 vs cm~!. UV-vis (THF, room
temperature) Apmax, Nm (g, M1 em™): 399 (1320), 552 (809). Anal. Caled for 3 C44HggOpSmy:
C,56.84; H, 7.37. Found: C, 55.28; H, 7.486. C, 51.53; H, 7.028. Low C and H values were
found across multiple runs and suggest incomplete combustion [45-49]. The C to H ratios
in the analytical data to give formulas of C44Hy7; and Cy44Hy7, respectively, compared to the
calculated value of Cy4Hgg.

4.4. Direct Synthesis of (CsMeyH),Sm(DME), 2

In a glovebox containing coordinating solvents, solid Sml,(THF), (160 mg, 0.29 mmol)
was added to a stirred suspension of K(CsMe4H) (94 mg, 0.59 mmol) in 1,2-dimethoxyethane
(5 mL) at room temperature, and the mixture gradually turned dark green over one minute.
The mixture was allowed to stir at room temperature overnight. White, insoluble solids,
presumably KI, were removed by centrifugation and filtration, and the resulting dark green
solution was dried under reduced pressure to yield dark green solids. The solids were
triturated with hexanes (2 mL) before being dried under reduced pressure to yield 1 as
a dark green solid (132 mg, 0.273 mmol, 94%). Crystals of 1, suitable for study by X-ray
diffraction, were grown from a concentrated solution in DME stored at —35 °C overnight.

4.5. X-ray Data Collection, Structure Determination, and Refinement for (CsMesH),Sm(DME), 2

A green crystal of approximate dimensions 0.114 x 0.209 x 0.481 mm was mounted
in a cryoloop and transferred to a Bruker SMART APEX II diffractometer system. The
APEX2 [58] program package was used to determine the unit-cell parameters and for data
collection (30 sec/frame scan time). The raw frame data was processed using SAINT [59]
and SADABS [60] to yield the reflection data file. Subsequent calculations were carried out
using the SHELXTL [61] program package. The diffraction symmetry was mmm and the
systematic absences were consistent with the orthorhombic space group Pbca that was later
determined to be correct. The structure was solved by direct methods and refined on F? by
full-matrix least-squares techniques. The analytical scattering factors [62] for neutral atoms
were used throughout the analysis. Hydrogen atoms were included using a riding model.
There were two molecules of the formula unit present. Least-squares analysis yielded wR2
=0.0470 and Goof = 1.039 for 469 variables refined against 12,415 data (0.72 A), R1=0.0195
for those 10,938 data with I > 2.00(J).

4.6. X-ray Data Collection, Structure Determination, and Refinement for
(CsMeyH)ySm(u-13:11°-CsMeyH)Sm(CsMeyH)(THF);, 3

A purple crystal of approximate dimensions 0.170 x 0.191 x 0.306 mm was mounted
in a cryoloop and transferred to a Bruker SMART APEX II diffractometer system. The
APEX2 [58] program package was used to determine the unit-cell parameters and for data
collection (20 s/frame scan time). The raw frame data was processed using SAINT [59]
and SADABS [60] to yield the reflection data file. Subsequent calculations were carried out
using the SHELXTL [61] program package. The diffraction symmetry was 2/m and the
systematic absences were consistent with the monoclinic space group P2; /n that was later
determined to be correct. The structure was solved by direct methods and refined on F2 by
full-matrix least-squares techniques. The analytical scattering factors [62] for neutral atoms
were used throughout the analysis. Hydrogen atoms were included using a riding model.
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Least-squares analysis yielded wR2 = 0.0536 and Goof = 1.021 for 449 variables refined
against 12,542 data (0.70 A), R1 = 0.0239 for those 10,610 data with I > 2.00(1).

4.7. X-ray Crystallographic Data

CCDC 2221542-2221543 contain the supplementary crystallographic data for this
paper. These data can be obtained free of charge via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_request/
cif (accessed on 1 December 2022), or by emailing data_request@ccdc.cam.ac.uk, or by
contacting The Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre, 12 Union Road, Cambridge CB2
1EZ, UK; Fax: +44-1223-336033. Crystal data, bond lengths and angles tables, and structure
refinement information for complexes 2 and 3 can be found in the supporting information.

5. Conclusions

In conclusion, synthetic routes to two new crystallographically characterizable Sm(II)
metallocenes have been discovered using K(CsMesH) and Sml,(THF); as starting materials.
Although complex 2 adopts the typical monomeric Sm(II) bent metallocene structural
motif, complex 3 is a rare example of an asymmetric bimetallic Sm(II)/Sm(II) complex
bridged by a cyclopentadienyl ligand. The isolation of 3 provides supporting evidence for
the possible oligomerization that may occur during the synthesis of Sm(II) metallocenes
with less bulky and less solubilizing cyclopentadienyl ligands. This behavior can inter-
fere with reactivity and can make the isolation and crystallization of reaction products
more challenging. Reactivity studies are currently being pursued to investigate unusual
differences in reactivity between (CsMes),Sm(THF), and complexes 2 and 3 as a result of
switching from the pentamethylcyclopentadienyl ligand to the smaller and less substituted
tetramethylcyclopentadienyl ligand.

Supplementary Materials: The following supporting information can be downloaded at: https:
/ /www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/inorganics11010004/s1, Figures S1-S3: TH NMR spectra of com-
pounds, (CsMe4H),Sm(THF),, 2, and 3, respectively; Figures S4-56: Infrared spectra of compounds 1,
2, and 3, respectively; Figures S7-S11: UV-visible spectra of 1 in THE, 2 in THE, 3 in THEF, 3 in toluene,
and (CsMes),Sm(THF), in THF, respectively; Tables S1 and S2: Crystal data, bond lengths, and bond
angles of 2; Tables S3 and S4: Crystal data, bond lengths, and bond angles of 3.
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