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IMS2018 Project Connect—
Five Years and Counting

Duane Harvey, Rhonda Franklin,
Rashaunda Henderson, and Tom Weller

roject Connect is an outreach
P program that currently partners
with the IEEE Microwave Theory
and Techniques Society (MTT-S) Inter-
national Microwave Symposium (IMS),
with the aim of increasing the participa-
tion of underrepresented minorities in
the RF/microwave field. This goal tran-
scends nations. In the United States, for
example, the typical female enrollment
in undergraduate electrical engineer-
ing/electrical and computer engineer-
ing programs is below 12%, and only
~1% and ~2% of engineering doctoral
degrees are awarded to African Ameri-
cans and Hispanics, respectively.
With the support of the U.S. National
Science Foundation, Project Connect
provides exceptional underrepresented
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the IMS2017 Project Connect Committee.
Harvey is with Northrop Grumman Corp.,
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with the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis,
United States. Henderson is with the University
of Texas at Dallas, United States. Weller is
with the University of South Florida, Tampa,
United States.
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undergraduate and Being at an IMSis an
first-year graduate awesome experience—
students the opportu- especially for the
nity to attend the IMS. first time—and this
With support from the is one of the reasons

IMS2018 Organizing
Committee, students
from across the globe are
able to participate in the
unique experiences of this
flagship microwave sympo-
sium as part of Project Connect.

that Project Connect
works. Over 70 stu-
dents have participat-
ed so far (see Figure 1).
According to one, “Project
Connect provides an incred-
ible opportunity to interact with
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Figure 1. Project Connect attendees over the years. (Photos courtesy of Lyle Photos,

Atlanta, Georgia.) (continued on page 67)
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to bring your engaging opinions and
questions to both panel sessions.

The 5G Summit technical sessions
on Tuesday will provide high-level
5G overview presentations that will
complement the 5G-focused RFIC

technical sessions on Monday morn-
ing. A separate registration will be
required for the 5G Summit sessions.
On behalf of the RFIC Steering and
Executive Committees, we welcome you
to join us at the 2018 RFIC Symposium

in Philadelphia! Please visit the RFIC
2018 website (http://rfic-ieee.org/) for
more details and updates.

IMS2018 Project Connect—Five Years and Counting (continued from page 58)

professionals in the field of RF and mi-
crowave engineering from both industry
and academia. It was a life-changing mo-
ment for me and motivated me to pursue
a Ph.D. degree in this field!”

Project Connect students follow a
tailored conference agenda intended
to expose them to new technologies
and introduce them to the RF and mi-
crowave community with the hope of
inspiring them to pursue a career in
this vast field. The concept was first in-
troduced at IMS2014 in Tampa, Florida.
Each year since then, the program’s for-
mat has expanded. At IMS2015 in Phoe-
nix, Arizona, an industry mixer was
added to allow participants the chance
to interact, one on one, with people

working in industry. At IMS2016 in San
Francisco, an entrepreneurial panel
was added, providing students with
exposure to some of the community’s
innovation leaders. At IMS2018 in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii, the local committee
enriched the program by including Na-
tive Alaskans and Pacific Islanders as
well as by adding activities to expose
participants from outside Hawaii to
different local cultures.

IMS2018 in Philadelphia repre-
sents the fifth-year anniversary of
Project Connect. We will continue the
preconference tradition with a team-
building tour of local historical sites
and use the symposium’s “Microwaves,
Medicine, and Mobility” focus to high-

light career paths for the next-genera-
tion RF enthusiast!
The week is planned as follows:
e Monday (11 June): local historical
tour and team-building
e Tuesday (12 June): Project Connect
panel sessions, IMS student pro-
grams, and evening social events
® Wednesday (13 June): more sessions
and Project Connect panels, a visit
to the exhibition hall, and the Proj-
ect Connect industry mixer, where
participants meet industry, academ-
ic, and MTT-S leaders
o Thursday (14 June): student teams de-
scribe their IMS experience in a vid-
eo titled “IMS Through Their Eyes.”
MR

Moving Forward with Clarity: The Second IMS 3MT Competition (continued from page 60)

Thesis competition,” IEEE Microwave Mag., vol.
18, no. 3, pp. 85-87, May 2017.

[7]]. W. Bandler and E. M. Kiley, “In the first few
blinks of an eye: The basics of engaging presen-
tations,” IEEE Microwave Mag., vol. 18, no. 2, pp.
112-114, Mar./Apr. 2017.

[8]]. W. Bandler. (2016, Nov. 4). You, your slides
and your posters: Allies or foes. Pub. Sem.,
McMaster University, Hamilton, ON. [On-
line]. Available: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CtSTppBXbPg

May 2018

[9] What is 3MT, why is it beneficial, how is it
judged, and how to prepare. [Online]. Avail-
able: https:/ims2018.org/authors-organizers/
competitions/3mt/3mt-add

[10] J. Bandler and A. Kovacevic. (2017, Jan. 24).
Clear, brief, engaging: Your thesis in three
minutes. McMaster University, Hamilton, ON.
[Online]. Available: https:/www.youtube
.com/watch?v=R_Vv5XKHHIg

[11] JW. Bandler, EM. Kiley, and A. Kovacevic.
(2017, Mar. 28). The art of effectively communi-

cating complex, highly technical work in three
minutes. [EEE MTT-S Webinar. [Online]. Avail-
able: https://t.co/iCsHW8vnRm

[12] IMS Three Minute Thesis (3MT) Competi-
tion rules. [Online]. Available: https://ims2018.
org/authors-organizers/technical-program-
competitions/3mt/rules

[13] Rules and judging criteria, The Three Minute
Thesis. [Online]. Available: https://threeminu-
tethesis.uq.edu.au/resources/competition-rules

IEEE MiCrowave magazine 67



