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Abstract: The interplay between the mechanical properties of double-stranded and single-stranded
DNA is a phenomenon that contributes to various genetic processes in which both types of DNA
structures coexist. Highly stiff DNA duplexes can stretch single-stranded DNA (ssDNA) segments
between the duplexes in a topologically constrained domain. To evaluate such an effect, we designed
short DNA nanorings in which a DNA duplex with 160 bp is connected by a 30 nt single-stranded
DNA segment. The stretching effect of the duplex in such a DNA construct can lead to the elongation
of ssDNA, and this effect can be measured directly using atomic force microscopy (AFM) imaging.
In AFM images of the nanorings, the ssDNA regions were identified, and the end-to-end distance
of ssDNA was measured. The data revealed a stretching of the ssDNA segment with a median
end-to-end distance which was 16% higher compared with the control. These data are in line with
theoretical estimates of the stretching of ssDNA by the rigid DNA duplex holding the ssDNA segment
within the nanoring construct. Time-lapse AFM data revealed substantial dynamics of the DNA
rings, allowing for the formation of transient crossed nanoring formations with end-to-end distances
as much as 30% larger than those of the longer-lived morphologies. The generated nanorings are
an attractive model system for investigation of the effects of mechanical stretching of ssDNA on its
biochemical properties, including interaction with proteins.

Keywords: DNA rings; mechanics of DNA; atomic force microscopy (AFM); time-lapse AFM

1. Introduction

During various biological processes, such as transcription, replication, and packaging,
DNA undergoes substantial structural changes. Conformational changes of the DNA
duplex have been identified in these processes and are well-known [1-3]. At the same
time, these processes are accompanied by the transient formation of single-stranded DNA
(ssDNA) segments, which coexist with DNA duplex conformations [4,5]. The mechanical
properties of both types of DNA are dramatically different. A DNA duplex is a very stiff
polymer with a persistence length as large as 150 bp [6], whereas ssDNA is much softer
with a persistence length as small as 2-5 residues [7,8].

DNA transcription, replication, repair, and recombination are accomplished by spe-
cialized protein machines which produce variations of the DNA duplex structure, such as
twisting and bending. Several enzyme families (topoisomerases, gyrases, and helicases)
participate in the generation and relaxation of torsional mechanical stress on DNA [9,10].
However, mechanical stress, due to the large persistence length of the DNA duplex, covers
large DNA segments. Neighboring soft ssDNA segments can absorb mechanical stress,
decreasing the tensions within the DNA duplex. The importance of mechanical stress is
clear; DNA polymerases have been shown to display elevated activity at low force [11],
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DNA stretching [13]. This interplay in the mechanical properties of ssDNA and the du-
plex, however, has not been well studied.

Here, we describe an approach that allowed us to demonstrate how the high stiffness
of the DNA duplex induces a mechanical strain on the ssDNA segment. In our approach,
a DNA duplex with the size comparable to the persistence length is linked by a sNA

with 30 residues and connected into a circle, which we refer to as a nanoring. We used

atomic force microscopy (AFM) to visualize such hybrid DNA constructs and characterize
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force microscopy (AFM) to visualize such hybrid DNA constructs and characterize their
sﬁrqggg{ﬁ]téeatures AFM is a powerful single-molecule technique capable of providing con-
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DNA nanoring samples were deposited on mica functionalized with 1-(3-aminopropyl)-
silatrane (APS) [17], incubated for two minutes, dried with a gentle flow of argon, and
imaged in air as described in the Methods section. Representative images of these assem-
blies can be seen in Figure 2A. DNA nanorings appear as circular “c”-shaped molecules
in the images. DNA duplex appeared with a high contrast, while ssDNA segment does
not show such a high contrast, which is typical for AFM images of ssDNA. A few zoomed-
in images of the nanorings are shown in Figure 2A(j,ii). The yield of fully intact DNA
nanorings, assessed by the circularity of the molecules, was 82%.
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80 bp DNA duplexes are flanking the same 30 nt ssDNA molecule; we named thls con-
struct gap DNA. AFM images of these constructs are shown in Figure 2B. Fully intact gap
DNA constructs, possessing both the double-stranded and single-stranded DNA regions,
is the dominant species of nanostructures, as seen in Figure 2B. ssDNA segments are
clearly seen in the zoomed-in 1mages shown in Flgure ZB(r 11) Gap DNA nanostructurg%f 11
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0.2 SEM, 71 = 265) was 16% larger than the ETE distance of the non-circular gap DNA con-
structs (9.6 nm +/— 0.2 SEM, n = 207), indicating a statistically significant stretching effect

forrsREANOrgt7108QDl6 nm + 0.2 SEM, 1 = 207), indicating a statistically significant stretching
effect for ssDNA (p < 0.001).
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Figure 4. Histograms of end-to-end distance of gap ssDNA and nanoring ssDNA. Statistical compari-
Figire & diliptrgenanelphtandd o slissrnfie it sapreabdirinamd mag ooineg st Do Siadis ticth abgap
pa@@g&ﬁf&qﬂ%@m@)dismnces show a significant increase in nanoring construct compared with
the gap construct (p <0.001).

2.3. Dynamics of the Nanorings
2.3. Dyrpgies|apde NPNi#Eing of the DNA nanorings allowed us to track the dynamics
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From these equations, we obtain that
= 271 — 2arcsin L 3)
v= 2R
and the circumference is given by
2Rarcsin L +L=2nR 4)
aresin| - =

This is an important relation because it allows us to obtain a connection between the
radius of the nanoring molecule and the ssDNA segment length /.
Now, we estimate the free energy of the nanoring molecule, as follows (in units of kT):

Fring = %% + %k(l - ZO)2 (5)
where A is the bending energy parameter, k is the spring constant of the ssDNA segment
(in units of kT), and I is the distance for the relaxed ssDNA spring. We can explain
Equation (5) in the following way. The first term describes the bending energy of the
dsDNA segment. If we would have a dsDNA loop of length 27rR, then the bending free
energy would be equal to ﬁ, with

A =21, (6)

and Ly, is the persistence length, 150 nt~50 nm for dsDNA. However, we only have the part
of the loop, and the fraction of the total loop is 27#1{ The second term in Equation (5) is the
spring energy that appears due to the dsDNA stretching of the ssDNA segment.

The experiments also considered the same ss/dsDNA molecules that are not coupled
in a ring (gap constructs). For such molecules, we can write the free energy as having only
the spring energy contribution, as follows:

1
Ffree = ika - 10)2 @)

Experiments measured the distribution of distances ! (ssDNA segment length). In our
theoretical framework, they can be computed as follows:

lefFfree
Prroe(l) = ————— 8
free( ) fooo le,pfmdl 8
le*Fring
Pring(l> (9)

T e Tl

For free gap constructs, we can even obtain an approximate analytic expression, as follows:

(l) Zef%k(lflo)z (1 )
lfree 172 I 0
%E 2o g\\jfj

Importantly, we predict a Gaussian dependence, and fitting the experimental results
will provide the estimate for [y and k.

Although we can numerically estimate the distributions of gap lengths for both free
and nanoring molecules, it is more convenient to consider the most probable gap lengths,
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Luin, which can be obtained from the experimental measurements. For this purpose, we
will use the following series expansion of the arcsin function:

3
arcsin(x) = x + < T (11)
This result suggests that, for x up to ~0.8, the first term in Taylor expansion provides a
reasonable approximation. Utilizing this in Equation (4) leads to

oo L+l

= 2n 12)

In experiments, L = 160 nt and ! = 30 nt; then, we estimate that R~30 nt and //2R~1/2,
justifying the approximation.
In this approximation, the free energy of the nanoring system can be written as

2m°LL, 1

Ly Ty )

ring —

Minimizing the free energy with respect to the gap length / will estimate the most
probable gap distance, as follows:

dF
7 0, atl = Ly, (14)
For the free gap constructs we have
Lnin (free) =1l (15)

However, for the nanoring molecules from Equation (13), we obtain (with additional
assumption that //L << 1)
4m°L,

Inin (ring) ~ Io + Iz (16)

This equation predicts that the increase in the gap length is inversely proportional to
the square of dsDNA segment length.

We can also perform the explicit calculations by considering the known result from
the polymer that the spring constant for ssDNA is given by

 3kT

k= NL;

(17)
where Ly is a Kuhn length (L; = 3 nm for ssDNA) and N is the number of Kuhn segments in
the ssDNA segment (N = 3 for 30 nt segment). This leads to the following result (all lengths

are in nm): 6000
lmin(ring) ~ o+ ? (18)

For the experimental system with L = 160 nt = 53 nm, we find that the increase in
the gap length is ~2.3 nm. This estimate is fully consistent with experimental data on the
difference in lengths I,,;,~9.5 nm for free molecules and [,,,;,~11.5 nm for nanorings.

3. Discussion

In this paper, we investigated a mechanical interplay between rigid dsDNA and softer
ssDNA. To accomplish this goal, we developed and used a hybrid DNA approach in which
ssDNA segment was inserted inside the DNA duplex to from a nanoring. Our results
revealed several interesting features of such a construct.

We used the DNA nanoring with the DNA duplex part with the size comparable with
the DNA persistence length [6,18] and ssDNA with 30 residues to form a nanoring with a
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diameter ~20 nm. These molecules were imaged with AFM, and DNA duplexes and ssDNA
segments were visualized (Figure 2). Analysis revealed several important properties of
ssDNA in such constructs. We have shown that ssDNA within nanoring is extended by 16%
compared to the linear construct, in which ssDNA is not under stress (Figure 4). Time-lapse
AFM imaging (Figure 5) demonstrated that the ssDNA is quite dynamic, collapsing to a coil
with the distance ~4 nm followed by 5-fold extension, producing an end-to-end distance as
large as ~20 nm.

A theoretical model built on the known mechanical properties of ssDNA and du-
plexes associates ssDNA extension in nanorings with a force of ~4 pN. Such a force is
comparable to the force induced by a thermal motion, which explains the high dynamics
of the DNA nanorings visualized by the time-lapse AFM experiments. The DNA duplex
can form a supercoil (frame 9 in Figure 5A) with a compact conformation of ssDNA; the
supercoil dissociation eventually leads to stretching ssDNA to values as large as 20 nm
(frame 32 in Figure 5A).

Mechanical force is a critical physiological factor involved in a variety of biological
processes. Primarily high forces are produced during actions of cellular machines such
as DNA and RNA polymerases [19]. Since DNA in chromosomes can be topologically
constrained, forces produced by molecular machines can be propagated to ssDNA segments
leading to their extension. ssDNA is a target for binding a number of proteins, including
SSB protein of bacteria or RPA protein for eukaryotes. Extension of ssDNA can change the
mode of interaction of such proteins with ssDNA and such effect has been reported for
RPA protein [12].

We would like to emphasize that the property of the hybrid nanoring approach could
be used as a nanotool for generating forces. The current construct with the DNA duplex
of 160 bp and the ssDNA size of 30 nt produces a force of ~4 pN. This value can be
increased by decreasing the duplex length, and Equation (16) can be used for estimates of
the DNA length in designing the DNA nanoring construct with defined extension force.
Importantly, the DNA duplex is under stress in such a construct, resulting in the change of
the DNA duplex conformation in hybrid nanorings. Such an interplay between structural
mechanical properties of single-stranded and double-stranded DNA can be a factor defining
interaction of various DNA-binding proteins and especially those involved in various DNA
transactions, including DNA replication, making the hybrid DNA ring approach attractive
in such studies.

4. Materials and Methods
4.1. Oligonucleotides for Nanoring Assembly

The DNA sequence used for the nanoring was designed using data from [18] for ideal
DNA rigidity and then optimized for amelioration of hairpin formation. Oligonucleotides
of following sequences were acquired commercially from Integrated DNA Technologies
(IDT, Coralville, IA, USA) with PAGE purification:

e 190 nt pre-ring oligo: 5-TCATGGAAGGATATGTACGATATCGAGATCTAGCTAT
CCCGGCTATGTGCATATCGAGCGCTGTCTACATATGGATACTCCTATGTCACCGG
TCTCTAGTCTCGATGATCTTATGTCCTAGTGTCGCCATGCTGTGTGCGGTACCGT
GAGACACAGATCGTATGCAGCTATACGGCAGTCCATAGGAGCC-3'

e 160 nt hybridization oligo: 5-CATATGTAGACAGCGCTCGATATGCACATAGC
CGGGATAGCTAGATCTCGATATCGTACATATCCTTCCATGAGGCTCCTATGGACT
GCCGTATAGCTGCATACGATCTGTGTCTCACGGTACCGCACACAGCATGGCGAC
ACTAGGACATAAGATCATC-3
20 nt splinting oligo: 5'-AGTCCATAGGAGCCTCATGGAAGG-3
80 nt hybridization oligo 1: 5'-ATGGACTGCCGTATAGCTGCATACGATCTGTGTC
TCACGGTACCGCACACAGCATGGCGACACTAGGACATAAGATCATC-3

e 80 nt hybridization oligo 2: 5'-CATATGTAGACAGCGCTCGATATGCACATAGCCG
GGATAGCTAGATCTCGATATCGTACATATCCTTCCATGAGGCTCCT-3
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4.2. Preparation of Nanorings

Circularization of 190t ssDNA was performed using a modified version of the protocol
published in [20]. The process is shown schematically in Figure 1. Briefly, a 10 uL mixture
containing 2 uM 190 nt pre-ring DNA, 1x T4 ligation buffer, and 1x T4 polynucleotide
kinase was incubated at 37 °C for 60 min. The resulting DNA was then incubated with the
20 nt splinting oligo at a 1:1.5 DN A:primer ratio at 16 °C for 20 min.

The DNA:primer mixture was then incubated in a 1 mL solution containing 0.1x T4
ligation buffer and 400 units of T4 DNA ligase, resulting in a final concentration ratio of
20 nM DNA:30 nM primer. This mixture was incubated at 16 °C overnight. Fresh 10x T4
ligation buffer was then added to achieve a final 1x buffer concentration, followed by an
additional incubation at 4 °C for 3 days to complete ligation.

After ligation was completed, the mixture was incubated at 65 °C for 10 min to
inactivate the ligase. A 1.15x excess of 160 nt hybridization oligo was added to the mixture
and heat-annealed. Annealing was achieved by suspending the mixture in 400 mL of
boiling water which was then left to gradually cool to room temperature. Rings were then
stored at 4 °C in buffer containing 10 mM Tris, pH 8.0. A measure of 1 mM EDTA may be
added for long-term storage.

4.3. Preparation of Gap Constructs

Gap constructs were prepared with a simple annealing step. The 190 nt pre-ring
oligo was incubated with 80 nt hybridization oligo 1 and 2 at a ratio of 1:1.15:1.15 pre-ring
oligo:hybridization oligo 1:hybridization oligo 2. The mixture was suspended in boiling
water that was then allowed to cool to room temperature. The gap constructs were stored
at 4 °C in buffer containing 10 mM Tris, pH 8.0.

4.4. Static Atomic Force Microscopy Imaging in Air

Freshly cleaved mica was functionalized with a 167 uM solution of 1-(3-aminopropyl)-
silatrane (APS) for 30 min at room temperature, rinsed, and dried with a gentle flow of
argon as described in [17]. Samples were diluted to 2 nM concentration in imaging buffer
(10 mM HEPES pH 7.5, 4 mM MgCl,), deposited on the mica surface for 2 min, rinsed with
water, and dried with gentle argon flow. Samples were stored in vacuum under argon until
ready for imaging using tapping mode on a Nanoscope V MultiMode 8 system (Bruker,
Santa Barbara, CA, USA) using TESPA probes with a nominal tip radius of 7 nm (Bruker,
Santa Barbara, CA, USA). A typical image was 1 x 1 um in size with 2 nm/pixel resolution.

4.5. Time-Lapse Atomic Force Microscopy Imaging in Aqueous Buffer

Functionalized mica was prepared, and samples were deposited as described above.
A measure of 10 mM Tris-HCl pH 8.0 buffer was used for liquid imaging. The AFM
used in this work is a Nanoscope V system modified to incorporate a small cantilever
head during an open-science workshop at EPFL in the laboratory of Professor Georg
Fantner [21]. Samples were imaged using photothermal off-resonance tapping (PORT) [22]
using FASTSCAN-D probes (Bruker, Santa Barbara, CA, USA). Captured images were
500 x 500 nm in size at a resolution of 1 nm/pixel.

4.6. Image Analysis

The acquired frames were analyzed using FemtoScan software (Advance Technologies
Center, Moscow, Russia). The ends of dsDNA regions were identified based on 2 nm height
of the dsDNA and the shortest path between the two ends of the dsDNA was used as
the equivalent of the end-to-end distance of the ssDNA. The non-circular gap construct
was used as a reference for non-strained ssDNA end-to-end distance. We also saved a
snapshot of each measured particle to use for duplex-morphology-based characterization
and analysis. Finally, we utilized time-lapse AFM to visualize the dynamic behavior of the
generated rings.



Int. . Mol. Sci. 2022, 23, 12916 10 of 11

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, K.Z., T.S. and Y.L.L.; methodology, K.Z., T.S. and M.H.;
data collection and analysis, K.Z. and T.S.; supervision, Y.L.L.; funding acquisition, Y.L.L., theoretical
models, A.B.K. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: The work was supported by the NSF grants MCB-1515346, MCB 1941049, and MCB
2123637 to Y.L.L. T.S. was supported by the Department of Education’s Graduate Assistance in Areas
of National Need (GAANN) Fellowship through the UNMC Graduate Studies Structural Biology
and Molecular Biophysics (SBMB) training program.

Data Availability Statement: All data are included in the manuscript.

Acknowledgments: The authors acknowledge the EPFL open science initiative and Professor Georg
Fantner’s laboratory for guidance and support in building the small cantilever AFM head used in
this work. Manufacturing and characterization analysis were performed at the NanoEngineering
Research Core Facility (NERCF), which is partially funded by the Nebraska Research Initiative (NRI).
This work was completed utilizing the Holland Computing Center of the University of Nebraska,
which receives support from the NRI. We thank the members of the Lyubchenko group for their
fruitful discussions.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Pérez-Martin, J.; De Lorenzo, V. Clues and Consequences of DNA Bending in Transcription. Annu. Rev. Microbiol. 1997, 51,
593-628. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Gubaev, A.; Klostermeier, D. The Mechanism of Negative DNA Supercoiling: A Cascade of DNA-Induced Conformational
Changes Prepares Gyrase for Strand Passage. DNA Repair 2014, 16, 23-34. [CrossRef]

Sharp, K.A,; Lu, X.J.; Cingolani, G.; Harvey, S.C. DNA Conformational Changes Play a Force-Generating Role during Bacterio-
phage Genome Packaging. Biophys. . 2019, 116, 2172-2180. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Chen, Z.; Yang, H.; Pavletich, N.P. Mechanism of Homologous Recombination from the RecA-SsDNA /DsDNA Structures. Nature
2008, 453, 489-494. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Park, J.S.; Roberts, ].W. Role of DNA Bubble Rewinding in Enzymatic Transcription Termination. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 2006,
103, 4870-4875. [CrossRef]

Bednar, J.; Furrer, P,; Katritch, V.; Stasiak, A.Z.; Dubochet, |.; Stasiak, A. Determination of DNA Persistence Length by Cryo-
Electron Microscopy. Separation of the Static and Dynamic Contributions to the Apparent Persistence Length of DNA. J. Mol.
Biol. 1995, 254, 579-594. [CrossRef]

Smith, S.B.; Cui, Y.; Bustamante, C. Overstretching B-DNA: The Elastic Response of Individual Double-Stranded and Single-
Stranded DN A Molecules. Science 1996, 271, 795-799. [CrossRef]

Roth, E.; Glick Azaria, A.; Girshevitz, O.; Bitler, A.; Garini, Y. Measuring the Conformation and Persistence Length of Single-
Stranded DNA Using a DNA Origami Structure. Nano Lett. 2018, 18, 36. [CrossRef]

Benham, C.J. Torsional Stress and Local Denaturation in Supercoiled DNA. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1979, 76, 3870-3874.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Bustamante, C.; Bryant, Z.; Smith, S.B. Ten Years of Tension: Single-Molecule DNA Mechanics. Nature 2003, 421, 423-427.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Maier, B.; Bensimon, D.; Croquette, V. Replication by a Single DNA Polymerase of a Stretched Single-Stranded DNA. Proc. Natl.
Acad. Sci. USA 2000, 97, 12002-12007. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Chen, J.; Le, S.; Basu, A.; Chazin, W.J.; Yan, ]. Mechanochemical Regulations of RPA’s Binding to SSDNA. Sci. Rep. 2015, 5, 9296.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Newton, M.D.; Taylor, B.J.; Driessen, R.P.C.; Roos, L.; Cvetesic, N.; Allyjaun, S.; Lenhard, B.; Cuomo, M.E.; Rueda, D.S. DNA
Stretching Induces Cas9 Off-Target Activity. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 2019, 26, 185-192. [CrossRef]

Lyubchenko, Y.L.; Shlyakhtenko, L.S.; Ando, T. Imaging of Nucleic Acids with Atomic Force Microscopy. Methods 2011, 54,
274-283. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Lyubchenko, Y.L. Direct AFM Visualization of the Nanoscale Dynamics of Biomolecular Complexes. |. Phys. D Appl. Phys. 2018,
51, 403001. [CrossRef]

Main, KH.S; Provan, ].I; Haynes, PJ.; Wells, G.; Hartley, ].A.; Pyne, A.L.B. Atomic Force Microscopy—A Tool for Structural and
Translational DNA Research. APL Bioeng. 2021, 5, 031504. [CrossRef]

Shlyakhtenko, L.S.; Gall, A.A.; Lyubchenko, Y.L. Mica Functionalization for Imaging of DNA and Protein-DNA Complexes with
Atomic Force Microscopy. In Cell Imaging Techniques: Methods in Molecular Biology (Methods and Protocols); Humana Press: Totowa,
NJ, USA, 2012; pp. 295-312.

Geggier, S.; Vologodskii, A.; Levitt, M. Sequence Dependence of DNA Bending Rigidity. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 2010, 107,
15421-15426. [CrossRef]


http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.micro.51.1.593
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9343361
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.dnarep.2014.01.011
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.bpj.2019.02.034
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31103227
http://doi.org/10.1038/nature06971
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18497818
http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0600145103
http://doi.org/10.1006/jmbi.1995.0640
http://doi.org/10.1126/science.271.5250.795
http://doi.org/10.1021/acs.nanolett.8b02093
http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.76.8.3870
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/226985
http://doi.org/10.1038/nature01405
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12540915
http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.97.22.12002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11050232
http://doi.org/10.1038/srep09296
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25787788
http://doi.org/10.1038/s41594-019-0188-z
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ymeth.2011.02.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21310240
http://doi.org/10.1088/1361-6463/aad898
http://doi.org/10.1063/5.0054294
http://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1004809107

Int. . Mol. Sci. 2022, 23, 12916 11 of 11

19.

20.

21.

22.

Waite, G.J.L.; Smith, S.B.; Young, M.; Keller, D.; Bustamante, C. Single-Molecule Studies of the Effect of Template Tension on T7
DNA Polymerase Activity. Nature 2000, 404, 103-106. [CrossRef]

An, R.; Li, Q; Fan, Y;; Li, J.; Pan, X.; Komiyama, M.; Liang, X. Highly Efficient Preparation of Single-Stranded DNA Rings by T4
Ligase at Abnormally Low Mg(II) Concentration. Nucleic Acids Res. 2017, 45, €139. [CrossRef]

Adams, ].D.; Nievergelt, A.; Erickson, B.W.; Yang, C.; Dukic, M.; Fantner, G.E. High-Speed Imaging Upgrade for a Standard
Sample Scanning Atomic Force Microscope Using Small Cantilevers. Rev. Sci. Instrum. 2014, 85, 093702. [CrossRef]

Nievergelt, A.P; Banterle, N.; Andany, S.H.; Gonczy, P; Fantner, G.E. High-Speed Photothermal off-Resonance Atomic Force Microscopy
Reveals Assembly Routes of Centriolar Scaffold Protein SAS-6. Nat. Nanotechnol. 2018, 13, 696-701. [CrossRef] [PubMed]


http://doi.org/10.1038/35003614
http://doi.org/10.1093/nar/gkx553
http://doi.org/10.1063/1.4895460
http://doi.org/10.1038/s41565-018-0149-4
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29784964

	Introduction 
	Results 
	DNA Nanoring Design 
	Characterization of the Nanorings 
	Dynamics of the Nanorings 
	Theory of the DNA Nanoring Mechanics 

	Discussion 
	Materials and Methods 
	Oligonucleotides for Nanoring Assembly 
	Preparation of Nanorings 
	Preparation of Gap Constructs 
	Static Atomic Force Microscopy Imaging in Air 
	Time-Lapse Atomic Force Microscopy Imaging in Aqueous Buffer 
	Image Analysis 

	References

