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A B S T R A C T

The detection of heavy (A > 127), long-lived trace radionuclides using accelerator mass spectrometry requires
accelerator systems with high mass resolution and detectors with high efficiency, timing and energy resolution,
and resistance to degradation. At the University of Notre Dame’s Nuclear Science Laboratory, a two-anode gas
ionization detector, similar to others employed at ETH Zurich, Vienna, and the Australia National University,
has been built to be used with a time-of-flight system. This new detector is more robust than the existing Si
detector, with two high resolution 𝛥E segments. This work describes the detector design and modifications to
the time-of-flight system, summarizes the observed performance, and provides comparisons to a Geant4 model.
The energy resolution (9% for 44 MeV 238U beams) was found to be better than the existing Si detector and
its larger acceptance contributed a factor of five improvement (from 4% to 20%) in transmission through the
detection system for uranium beams.
1. Introduction

Signatures of select heavy radionuclides in the environment
(e.g.129I,233, 236U,237Np, and239, 240, 244Pu) are in many cases found
to be orders of magnitude higher than the expected natural pro-
duction. The observed excess of these nuclides are typically due to
anthropogenic sources such as nuclear reprocessing and fallout [1–
4]. Their detection, even down to ultra-low levels, serve as useful
environmental tracers and is applicable to nuclear forensics. However,
recent observations have also been attributed to stellar production
and deposition (i.e. from near-by supernovae or kilonovae). Stellar
244Pu, which is produced exclusively by the astrophysical rapid neutron
capture process (𝑟 process), has been detected alongside the now
well-known signal of 60Fe (produced via the slow neutron capture
process) [5]. Projections of this detection have been extended. If 244Pu
is created and deposited on Earth, then other radionuclides, such as
93Zr,129I,182Hf, as well as other actinide isotopes such as 237Np and
247Cm, must be as well [6]. Further searches for these isotopes in deep-
ea crusts, meteorites, and even lunar material could assist to shed
ight on these production events. The importance of these studies has
ncouraged the development of Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS)
apabilities for heavy ions at the University of Notre Dame’s Nuclear
cience Laboratory (NSL).
At the NSL, one beamline is dedicated to systems required for

MS measurements. A 2.51 m time-of-flight system was implemented
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and first used for 129I measurements [7,8]. This system consists of
two MicroChannel Plate (MCP) detectors which measure a pulse of
secondary electrons as individual ions pass through thin carbon foils.
These ions are then stopped in a Si detector for energy detection.
In these initial studies, it was determined that the efficiency of the
detection system was limited by transmission losses due to scatter from
the thin carbon foils (∼10 μg/cm2) of each MCP configuration and the
small active area of the Si detector (100 mm2, diameter ≈11.3 mm).
Also, it was observed that, over the course of a week of measurements,
the energy resolution of the Si detector had greatly degraded, beginning
with sub-5% and ending greater than 15%.

In order to increase both the transport efficiency and radiation
hardness of the system, thinner carbon foils (∼3 μg/cm2) were used
with the MCP’s and a compact ionization chamber (IC) was built to
be used in place of the Si detector for heavy ions. The design and
performance of the IC, changes to the MCP foils, and the subsequent
impact on our detection system efficiency and resolution using stable
or abundant ion beams are all explored in this study.

2. Ionization chamber design

The design of the IC replicates those used at ETH Zurich [9], the
Vienna Environmental Research Accelerator (VERA) [10], and the Aus-
tralian National University (ANU) [11], as those dimensions satisfy our
vailable online 2 June 2023
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Fig. 1. Pictures of the internals of the ionization chamber (left) and detector body (right). The uneven wire spacing in the Frisch grid is an artifact of it being done manually
and has since been improved.
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spacial restrictions which require easy insertion and retraction inside of
a 100 mm beamline six-way cross without breaking vacuum. Electrical
diagrams, a pre-amp circuit board, and CAD drawings were generously
provided by to us by ANU. While many facets of the detection system
were unchanged from original designs, there are a few deviations that
were made to some of the components.

The internal dimensions are unchanged from what is described in
Martschini et al. 2019 [11] except for the detector window. These
dimensions are described in the sentences that follow. The anode plate
is 64 mm in length and 47.5 mm in width. Anode sections were cut on
a copper coated PCB board with the first anode spanning 34 mm and
the second covering 30 mm to accommodate for a recessed detector
window. The detector housing, which consists of a detector body and
lid machined from aluminum, and the cathode, cut from a 0.2 mm
stainless steel sheet, were both electrically grounded through the pre-
amplifier board. The Frisch grid frame was made from 1 mm thick
stainless steel with 1 mm spaced etches to assist in the wrapping of
20 μm diameter gold-coated tungsten wire, which was done by hand
and adhered with conductive epoxy. Both anode plates were biased to
+300 V and the Frisch grid was biased to +180 V via a voltage divider.
The preamp board is mounted directly above the anode plate and the
short Teflon-shielded wires allow for immediate amplification of the
detector signal to reduce noise. Two AC-coupled CREMAT Cr-110 low-
noise preamplifiers (Cremat Inc, West Newton, MA, USA) were used.
The cathode to Frisch grid and Frisch grid to anode spacing is 32 mm
and 6 mm respectively.

Some minor differences between this IC and the designs mentioned
above include material selection. Spacing between each component
was achieved with a nylon structure (rather than PEEK) composed of
threaded rods, spacers, and coupling nuts. Nylon was selected over
PEEK, which has been used in aforementioned versions, due to avail-
ability. Also, a custom piece was 3D printed out of PLA to provide
structure and isolate the cathode from the detector housing. Fig. 1
hows a picture of the internal structure of the detector and the detector
ody.
The detector window consists of a 1 μm Mylar foil. Mylar was

elected due to availability, while the thickness was chosen for its
trength over a 20 mm diameter opening while maintaining a sufficient
urst pressure. The original window mounts were designed to recess
nto the detector region such that ions pass through the window directly
nto the active region (see Fig. 2). However, vacuum pressures exceeded
0−5 Torr in the region of the nearest MCP, likely due to micro-tears in
he mylar sheet. Therefore, the retracted window mount was replaced
ith a simple aluminum plate with a 20 mm diameter hole and the
indow was sealed by compression on the O-ring surface. A comparison
343

t

Fig. 2. Recessed detector window (left) and non-recessed window (right). The recessed
window is by design and will be pursued in future work while satisfying vacuum
requirements. A non-recessed solution was used for this study and was compressed by
a simple flat plate.

of the recessed window and the non-recessed configuration are shown
in Fig. 2. This allowed for more rapid testing for leaks without the need
o wait for adhesives to cure. Once new window material is acquired,
he original mounting configuration will be pursued. Since the window
as not recessed, there was an extra 14 mm region between the
indow and the first anode, which resulted in energy loss which is not
easured by the anodes and greatly contributed to the broadening of
he energy resolution.
The detector was mounted on a UHV Pneumatic Linear Shift Mecha-

ism (LSM38-150-PS) by means of a 1/2 inch diameter hollow stainless-
teel supporting rod. An image of this mechanism is shown in Fig. 3
s seen on the beamline. An insulating adaption piece made from
elrin® joins the detector housing to the supporting rod. This ensured
hat the detector body is electrically isolated through the preamplifier
round and not to the beamline ground. Signals from the board were
un up the length of the supporting rod via a Teflon-coated ribbon cable
nd fed-out through a 15-pin connector. An external cable connected
he 15-pin connector to a NIM module made in-house to feed-in the
etector bias and provide a test port for a pulser, as well as feed-out the
emperature readout and anode output signals via BNC connectors. The
node signals were further amplified with Ortec model 572 amplifiers.
he detector gas was controlled by a gas-handling system. Isobutane
as fed-in at the top of the linear shift mechanism and flowed down
he supporting rod into the detector volume.
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Fig. 3. Linear motion device used to move and hold the detector. Supply and return
as lines (top left) run to a gas handling system and a 15-pin connector (top right)
rovides the interface to the detector electronics.

. AMS beamline

The newly constructed IC was added to the AMS beamline at the
SL in December 2021. Following the retractable time-of-flight system,
he detector is one of three insertable detection devices on a six-way
00-mm Dependex cross, the others being a Si detector (100 mm2 active
area) with a built-in 9 mm diameter aperture and a Faraday cup.

3.1. Time-of-flight system

At the NSL, a dual MCP configuration was installed for the detection
of heavy ions [7,8]. These MCPs were generously provided to us
y Michael Paul from the Racah Institute of Physics of the Hebrew
niversity of Jerusalem and were implemented in reverse order and
eparated by a greater distance (1.43 m compared to 2.51 m at the
SL) than described in Berkovits et al. 2000 [12]. The present layout
f the AMS beamline is depicted in Fig. 4. It is shown that two distinct
CP detector configurations being used. The first, referred to as the
0◦ MCP, has a carbon foil whose surface is perpendicular to the
344
ncoming beam and uses a set of grids as an electrostatic mirror to
edirect electrons emitted from particles passing through the foil to the
etector. Each grid is composed of 20 μm gold-tungsten wire, which
as hand-wrapped with a spacing of 1 mm. The second, referred to as
he 45◦ MCP, has a carbon foil oriented at 45◦ with respect to beam
nd relies on direct back-scattered electrons into the MCP detector.
nitially, the 45◦ MCP was rotated 180◦ and forward scattered electrons
ere used for detection. It was observed, however, that scattered ions
rom the 90◦ MCP had a direct path to the angled MCP and led to
n additional time-of-flight peak when the spectrum was not gated
or energy detection. This rotation has had no observable impact on
etection, other than the removal of the additional peak.
Signals from the MCPs are processed through a constant fraction

iscriminator (Ortec 935 Quad CFD). The 45◦ MCP was used as the
‘start’’ detector of the data acquisition (DAQ) system and the 90◦ MPC
as used as the ‘‘stop’’ signal by first passing through physical delay
ines prior to being sent into the time-to-digital converter (TDC). This
eversal of the assigned start and stop signal reduces the dead-time by
riggering the DAQ only if both signals for time-of-flight are observed.
n previous experiments, it was observed that the timing resolution
rom this system was more than sufficient for 129I measurements.
owever, the detection system transmission efficiency was lower than
nticipated (∼ 60% compared to 21% which was observed).
Efficiency losses of the time-of-flight system are comprised of the

ollowing components: (1.) Masking due to the grid wires critical to
he support of the thin carbon foils and the wires composing the grid
irror. We calculate that the maximal detection efficiency due to the
rid masking alone was 86%. (2.) Transmission losses due to beam
catter from the thin carbon foils required for the timing detection.
he main cause is the angular straggling from this interaction, which
s exacerbated by a collodion coating, resulting in an increased beam
ize at the second carbon foil frame and detector window. In order to
mprove the transmission, we installed thinner foils and chose a larger
rame for the 45◦ MCP. The system, described as before and after these
hanges define the two test configurations below.

.1.1. Tested configurations
In order to demonstrate improvements to particle transmission

hrough the detector system, two distinct configurations were com-
ared. The first consisted of an 18 mm diameter 90◦ foil frame followed
y a 12 mm diameter foil frame at 45◦ and a 100 mm2 Si detector
ith a 9 mm tantalum aperture. This configuration was used prior
o the completion of the IC. The foils for the MCPs were 9.6 and
0 μg/cm2 respectively. The second configuration also used an 18 mm
0◦ foil frame but was instead followed by an 18 mm foil frame
t 45◦ and the new IC described in Section 2. Simultaneously, both
foils were replaced with thinner foils (∼3 μg/cm2) to reduce angular
scattering. To understand the effects of scattering and subsequent losses
due to beam size, these configurations were simulated and compared
to experimental data.

4. Geant4 simulation

To assist in a detailed characterization of limitations in the time-of-
flight system’s efficiency, a Geant4 simulation was created to identify
areas of improvement and predict an impact on the transmission ef-
ficiency. A recent study by Zheng et al. demonstrated consistency
between data and simulation using this method [13].

The beam was input as a Gaussian energy distribution with
𝜎=20 keV and was simulated spatially both as an ideal ‘‘pencil’’ beam
and a uniform circular distribution with a diameter of 9 mm starting
just before the first MCP. The size, which is considered large, was a
compromise as it was observed that uranium was not able to be focused
down to completely pass through the 7.5 mm aperture (see Fig. 4) while
tuning to the last Faraday cup. Simultaneously, there was no detectable
difference between the rate on the 90◦ MCP, which is believed to
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Fig. 4. The AMS beamline, highlighting the location of critical components prior to a Gas-Filled Magnet. Distances are not depicted to scale but notable distances are listed. The
schematic here of the IC is depicted with a recessed window, but for spectra presented in this work the window was not recessed.
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Fig. 5. Geant4 predictions of the particle transmission from the 90◦ MCP to the energy
detector (either Si or new IC) for the two test configurations as a function of the
thickness of the 90◦ MCP foil for the specific case of a 44 MeV 238U beam. The
ssumed thickness for the 45◦ MCP foil for this simulation was 10 μg/cm2. Due to
he acceptance of the Si detector (9 mm in diameter) being equivalent to the projected
eam size, the projected maximum transmission was not achieved due to losses from
traggling by the 45◦ foil.

apture all of the beam since it was 18 mm in diameter, compared
o the Si detector, which had an acceptance of 9 mm. Therefore, we
odeled what we believe is a worse case scenario for the beam size.
The time-of-flight system was modeled using the carbon foils and

oil frames. Electron drift times for both MCP configurations were
ssumed to be minor contributions and not present in this simulation.
cattering was simulated using the Urban multiple scattering formalism
rovided within the software. The foils were input as carbon and
he thickness to areal density was converted assuming a density of
.01 g/cm3 [14].
Two unique configurations reflecting the experimental conditions

or tests of the detection system described in Section 3.1.1 were sim-
lated. It was anticipated that the experimentally determined trans-
ission would fall within limits presented by the pencil beam and
mm diameter parallel beam as shown in Fig. 5 which simulates

his relationship for a 44 MeV 238U beam. This plot demonstrates that
ariation in the expected transmission becomes more sensitive to the
345
eam size as the first carbon foil thickness decreases. It was clear, and
xpected, that thinner carbon foils would result in higher transmission
ue to less angular straggling. This effect was most dramatic when the
econd MCP foil frame or the energy detector acceptance were small.
The IC was modeled to the same specifications described in Sec-

ion 2. Energy deposited in each anode region was determined through
the simulation of energy deposition within regions constrained along
the beam and horizontal directions by the Frisch grid frame and verti-
cally constrained by the Frisch grid and cathode plate. The detector gas
of isobutane was scaled by pressure assuming a density of 2.51 mg/cm3.
Effects for non-uniformity or bowing of the detector window, simula-
tions of electron showers, charge collection in the IC, and resolution
contributions from electronic noise are not present in this model. As
a result, we anticipated that the simulated resolution would be higher
than that of the physical detector. Similarly, modeling of the Si detector
was defined by the 9 mm shield, a 100 nm deadlayer of Si followed by
a thick Si active region. The simulation can be run both without (see
Section 5.1 or with (see Section 5.2) the time-of-flight foils with very
little modification.

5. Results and discussion

In this study, the new IC was tested with and without the time-
of-flight system. The data from these tests was then compared to the
Geant4 simulation.

5.1. Ionization chamber performance

When the IC was experimentally tested without the time-of-flight
system, sub-5% energy resolution, which is defined here as the full-
width at half maximum over the centroid, was achieved for the ma-
jority of the mass, energy, and detector pressure combinations. For a
44.0 MeV 238U beam, the resolution ranged between 4.9% and 9.2%
for pressures of 20.8 to 40 Torr of isobutane. A summary of a subset of
tested beams and the observed resolutions are presented in Table 1. A
spectrum of heavy ions and the determined energy resolution is shown
in Fig. 6. The contribution to the energy resolution from the electronics
was measured using a pulser and found to be 92 keV.

In order to observe isobaric separation with this detector, the iso-
baric pair of 58Fe/58Ni was explored at detector pressures from 20 to
55 Torr in 5 Torr steps (see Fig. 7). The cross-over point of the two
isobars’ Bragg Curves occurred sooner within the detector than what

was predicted by Geant4. The cause for this discrepancy is unclear and
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Fig. 6. Superposition of separate runs of a pulser,238U9+ at 44.2 MeV, and 107Ag13+
at 83.3 MeV at a detector pressure of 40 Torr. Spectra (a) shows the two-dimensional
energy loss plot from each of the two anodes while (b) is the one-dimensional plot
of the sum of the two anodes. The projected resolution in percent was determined by
the FWHM over the centroid and this was then projected into energy by using the
predicted energy loss from the Geant4 simulation.

Table 1
The detector resolution by means of the full-width at half-maximum (FWHM) in
channels over the centroid is presented for a subset of ions and detector pressures
tested when the time-of-flight was not in use.

Incident Anode Anode
Energy Pressure 1 2 Sum

Ion (MeV) (Torr) (%) (%) (%)
12C3+ 13.3 40 4.4 4.0 3.3
12C5+ 36.8 40 5.0 5.0 3.5
28Si4+ 30.1 40 3.4 4.6 1.6
56Fe7+ 46.2 40 2.3 6.4 2.2
58Fe8+ 58.2 40 3.0 4.1 1.8
107Ag13+ 83.3 40 2.9 4.9 2.4
109Ag13+ 81.8 40 3.4 5.2 3.0
238U9+ 44.2 20.8 5.4 10.4 4.9
238U9+ 44.2 40 8.1 18.1 9.2

should be investigated. It may be due to an improper calibration of the
gas-handling system’s pressure transducer for isobutane, an unexpected
pressure gradient due to the distance and constrictions of the supply
and return gas lines, or discrepancy related to gas density in the
simulation. In order to minimize the observed discrepancy in energy
loss, a constant value of 8.5 Torr had been added to each simulation
case. For example, experimental data at 25 Torr was compared to
simulations of 33.5 Torr. Spectra from the adjusted simulation are
presented alongside the experimental spectra in Fig. 7. Using this offset
qualitatively demonstrates reasonable agreement, although deviations
can be seen as pressure increases.

5.2. Time-of-flight system performance

With the completion of the IC and simultaneous changes in the time-
of-flight system’s carbon foils, data was collected to quantify the effects
on the transmission from the 90◦ MCP to the energy detector and the
time-of-flight resolution. Results with the two system configurations
346

described in Section 3.1.1 are presented in Table 2 and demonstrate e
Table 2
Transmission measurements of 127I and 238U as determined through ratios of the scalers
of each detection system are presented. The second foil frame was 12 mm diameter
when the Si was used and 18 mm diameter when the IC was used. The ToF transmission
listed is the transmission between the two MCP detectors while the total transmission
represents the transmission between the first MCP and the energy detector.

Incident Foil ToF Total ToF
Energy Energy Thickness Transmission Transmission Resolution

Ion (MeV) Detector (μg/cm2) (%) (%) (ns)
127I9+ 78.2 Si 10 23 21 0.87
127I7+ 49.2 IC 2.9 47 29 1.37
238U9+ 43.6 Si 9.6 18 4 1.15
238U9+ 44.2 IC 2.9 25 20 1.30

a factor of five improvement in efficiency for uranium beams. Due to
accelerator instability, iodine had to be tested at a terminal voltage
of 6.1 MV instead of 7.7 MV and beam energy of 49.2 MeV instead
of 78.2 MeV. Smaller systematic changes in time-of-flight conditions
for comparison were made impossible due to incidents resulting in
the breaking of previous carbon foils either through vacuum incidents,
such as venting or pumping too rapidly, or mechanical stresses while
handling the detectors.

When comparing the data for foil thickness and total transmission
presented in Table 2 to Fig. 5 there is clear disagreement between
he measured and simulated transmissions. We believe that this dis-
repancy is primarily due to a difference in the effective foil thickness
ompared to its listed thickness. These foils were coated in collodion
o assist floating thin foils on large diameter frames. If this coating
as not fully removed then it will cause additional energy straggling.
imilar disagreements in the scattering distribution were observed in
ests at other facilities [15,16] in which they too believed this to be the
ause. The results for both the 9.6 μg/cm2, which was predicted to fall
n the range of 30%–36%, and the 3 μg/cm2 foil, which was predicted as
oughly 76%, are in poor agreement with the simulation until the pres-
nce of a collodion layer is considered. The foil manufacturer suggests
hat this coating may have a typical areal density of 20±10 μg/cm2 [17].
nly when this large range is added do the experimental observations
easonably agree with the simulations. This result was both surprising
nd encouraging as it provides a path for future improvement.
The changes within the system have also resulted in a worsen-

ng of the time-of-flight resolution. This was also predicted by the
imulation, using the thicker simulated foils, yielded resolutions of
.15 and 1.30 ns for the Si and IC configurations respectively for a
4 MeV uranium beam. This was within excellent agreement to the
bserved resolutions. The cause for the decrease in resolution was due
o the increased diameter of the 45◦ foil frame which resulted in an
ncrease in the flight path variation of the near and far ends of the
oil. Fig. 8 demonstrates experimental data (a) and simulated data (b)
here the simulated carbon foil thicknesses were tuned such that the
ne dimensional time-of-flight spectra match in resolution (1.3 ns in
his case). Surprisingly, the experimental data appears to offer higher
iscrimination power due to an unexpected energy and time-of-flight
elation. This is best explained by a relationship between the amplitude
f the IC signal and the ion trajectory. As shown in Fig. 4, particles
itting the top of the 45◦ MCP foil will have a slightly longer time-
f-flight path than those which hit the bottom. Simultaneously, ions
ith the longest path will enter the IC near the anodes with an upward
rajectory while those with a shorter path enters near the cathode with
downward trajectory. In either case the amplitude within the IC may
e position dependent if the Frisch grid does not sufficiently remove
his effect. Alternatively, the ions nearest the cathode may have their
lectron avalanche partially absorbed or even hit the cathode plate
irectly. Visualizations by Geant4 suggest the latter should occur with a
mall, but non-zero, probability. These observations encouraged further
xploration of system parameters within the simulation.
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Fig. 7. The relative isobaric separation of 58Fe and 58Ni at a detector pressure of (a) 25 Torr (b) 40 Torr and (c) 55 Torr where experimental data is shown on the left and
simulation is shown on the right. The number of simulated ions for each species was scaled to match the composition seen in the data. All simulated pressures used within this
comparison were 8.5 Torr higher than the transducer pressure recorded during testing. This was based off discrepancies in energy losses as described in the text.
Fig. 8. Data (left) and simulation (right) for the cases of 234U and 235U to demonstrate nearby mass discrimination offered by the detector system as described with the IC as the
energy detector.
By exploring foil thicknesses in the simulation, it is predicted that
with the present foils, the resolution could be improved to 1 ns or bet-
ter, while simultaneously having a minimal impact on the transmission,

◦

347

by having the 45 MCP come first. This improvement, however, will
still vary with beam size at the 45◦ foil frame. Alternatively, the 45◦

MCP could be replaced or converted into a second 90◦ configuration
which is predicted to improve both transmission and resolution. Pro-

129
jecting these improvements for I measurements, we estimate that
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the overall detection efficiency for a 78.2 MeV iodine beam would im-
prove from 21% to 54%; however, this will need to be experimentally
verified.

6. Conclusions and future work

The implementation of thinner carbon foils, a larger diameter frame
for the 45◦ MCP, and the larger acceptance of the new compact IC
resulted in an increased detection efficiency from 4% to 20% for a
44 MeV uranium beam. The largest improvement was attributed to the
size of the IC detector window. This was made clear since observed
transmission between the MCPs alone improved from 18% to 25% as a
result of the thinner foils and the larger 45◦ MCP frame.

For future developments, we plan to avoid using foils with collodion
and accept the increased difficulty in floating since it is beneficial for
foils to be as thin as possible. Additionally, it has been shown that many
facilities use ultra-thin diamond-like foils as thin as 0.5 μg/cm2 [18].
hese foils, however, have an additional transmission loss since a
upport grid is required. Our simulation indicates that a non-coated
μg/cm2 foil with no support grid should produce a similar overall
fficiency as if one diamond-like foil with 75% transparency is used
nd is higher if two are used. However, since the time-of-flight reso-
ution improves as a function of foil thickness, the diamond-like foils
hould offer superior discrimination capabilities when used as the first
oil within the system. For future improvements of the time-of-flight
ystem’s resolution, the described Geant4 simulation predicted that the
rder of the two different MCP designs should be reversed or the 45◦
esign should be reconfigured into an additional 90◦ design, as used at
ther facilities [19].
As described in Section 2, the initial commissioning and testing

f the compact IC was performed with a detector window that de-
iated from the original design. Despite this, the detector resolution
as still found to be sufficient for our applications. This detector
as added versatility by providing additional energy loss information,
emonstrated through the identification of 58Fe and 58Ni isobars, and
increased resistance to higher beam currents and masses. Continued
effort toward obtaining a leak tight window using the recessed window
mount is expected to further improve the energy resolution. Based on
the encouraging results of the energy resolution and observed improve-
ments in detection efficiency, these upgrades are expected to allow
for measurements of 236U in natural uranium ore materials as well as
improve our capabilities for environmental 129I measurements.
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