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APPROXIMATE LATTICES IN HIGHER-RANK SEMI-SIMPLE

GROUPS

SIMON MACHADO

Abstract. We show that strong approximate lattices in higher-rank semi-
simple algebraic groups are arithmetic.
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1. Introduction

An l-approximate subgroup, in the sense of Tao [44], is a symmetric subset X
of a group G that contains the identity and that is closed under multiplication up
to an error contained in a finite subset F of size at most l i.e. such that the set
of products X2 := {x1x2|x1, x2 ∈ X} is contained in FX := {fx|f ∈ F, x ∈ X}.
The theory of expander graphs and of group growth [46], additive combinatorics
[47] and model theory [24, 49] motivated the study of finite approximate subgroups,
eventually leading to the structure theorem proved in [11] (see also, [45]). More
recently, investigations of certain types of infinite approximate subgroups of locally
compact groups have gained attention, see e.g. [3, 17, 18], [5, 21], [13, 26].

In particular, a very natural family of examples of infinite approximate groups
arises already in the early work of Yves Meyer [34] on harmonious sets and has
since become a key concept in the theory of aperiodic order and mathematical
quasi-crystals [35, 41, 42]. Aperiodic order is concerned with the study of Delone
sets in Euclidean spaces, namely relatively dense and uniformly discrete subsets of
Rn. A subset X ⊂ Rn is uniformly discrete if there is r > 0 such that the distance
between any two distinct points of X is bounded below by r, and relatively dense
if there is R ≥ 0 such that any point of Rn is within distance R of some point of
X . We note, in particular, that de Bruijn’s [15, 14] showed that the set of vertices
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2 APPROXIMATE LATTICES IN HIGHER-RANK SEMI-SIMPLE GROUPS

of the Penrose rhombus tiling (P3) is a Delone set that is also an approximate
subgroup of R2.

Meyer proved in [34] that a Delone set Λ ⊂ Rn that is also an approximate
subgroup must be commensurable to a cut-and-project set (also known as model
set), i.e. a set of the form πRn (Γ ∩ (Rn ×W )), where Γ is a lattice in Rn × Rm,
πRn : Rn × Rm → Rn is the projection to the first factor and W is a compact
neighbourhood of the origin in Rm. Here, two subsets Λ1,Λ2 of a group G are said
to be commensurable if there is a finite subset F of G such that Λi is contained
in FΛj ∩ ΛjF for i 6= j ∈ {1, 2}. Meyer also characterized such Delone sets in
Fourier-theoretic terms as harmonious sets (see [35, 40, 27]).

There are many striking consequences of Meyer’s theorem, see [35]. One of them
is a kind of sum-product phenomenon - proved ten years before the seminal paper
by Erdős and Szemerédi [19]. It asserts that:

Theorem ([34, Thm VI and X]). If Λ ⊂ R is a Delone approximate subgroup
of (R,+) and is stable under product (ΛΛ ⊂ Λ), then there is a number field K
such that Λ is contained in and commensurable to the set PVS(K) of primitive
Pisot–Vijayaraghavan–Salem numbers of K.

The Pisot–Vijayaraghavan–Salem numbers are those algebraic integers α such that
every Galois conjugate of α is either α or has modulus ≤ 1. We denote by PVS(K)
the set of those Pisot–Vijayaraghavan–Salem numbers in K that are primitive i.e.
of degree [K : Q]. It is easy to see that they form a Delone set of R for every real
number field K. Furthermore, PVS(K)∪{0} is an approximate subgroup of R (see
Subsection 2.1).

The sum-product phenomenon for finite fields [9] was used in [23] to establish a
structure theorem for approximate subgroups of SL2(Fp). Similarly, Meyer’s sum-
product theorem above hints at the possibility of a structure theory for uniformly
discrete approximate subgroups in non-commutative Lie groups. In this vein, it
was observed by Björklund and Hartnick [5] that the cut-and-project construction
above generalises very naturally to arbitrary locally compact groups: if Rn and
Rm are replaced by locally compact groups G and H respectively, W is a compact
symmetric neighbourhood of the identity in H , and Γ is a lattice in the product G×
H , then the model set Λ := πG (Γ ∩ (G×W )) is a uniformly discrete approximate
subgroup in G.

Taking Γ co-compact in the above construction forces Λ to be Delone. More
generally, the above construction makes sense if Γ is not assumed co-compact, but
only of finite co-volume. This has been investigated in [5] and it has been shown
in [7] that for a model set Λ defined as above with the help of a lattice Γ (of finite
co-volume, but not necessarily co-compact), the closed G-orbit

ΩΛ := {gΛ, g ∈ G},
of Λ in the Chabauty space of closed subsets of G (see Section 2), carries a finite
G-invariant Borel measure µΛ. The corresponding measure space (ΩΛ, µΛ) is called
the invariant hull of Λ in G. The existence of an invariant hull of finite volume for
an arbitrary Delone set Λ in the classical setting of Euclidean spaces is a natural
condition studied for instance in [28, 39, 1].

Following [5] we will say that a uniformly discrete approximate subgroup of a
locally compact group is a strong approximate lattice if its invariant hull admits a
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finite G-invariant Borel measure. Note that a subgroup of G is a strong approximate
lattice if and only if it is a lattice in G. This naturally suggests the following:

Question 1 (Björklund–Hartnick). Let Λ be a strong approximate lattice in a locally
compact groupG. Is Λ commensurable to a model set arising as above from a locally
compact group H and a lattice Γ ⊂ G×H?

We answer this question affirmatively for semi-simple algebraic groups whose
simple factors have higher-rank. This complements previous work by the author
that dealt with nilpotent Lie groups [30], soluble Lie groups [29] and amenable
locally compact groups [31]. Note moreover that in the companion paper [31,
Thm 1.10] we also prove that every strong approximate lattice in a connected Lie
group can be decomposed into an amenable part and a semi-simple part, extending
classical theorems of Bieberbach and Auslander in the setting of discrete subgroups.

Our approach in this paper takes advantage of rigidity and arithmeticity results
available in higher rank. Our method thus yields a result that is simultaneously
reminiscent of Meyer’s sum-product theorem and a generalisation of Margulis’ arith-
meticity theorem [33].

Theorem 1. Let Λ be a strong approximate lattice in the R-points G(R) of an
absolutely almost simple algebraic group G defined over R with R-rank ≥ 2. There
are a number field K ⊂ R, a finite set of places S of K, and an absolutely almost
simple group G′ defined over K with G′(R) = G(R), such that

Λ is commensurable to G′(PVS(K)) and 〈Λ〉 is commensurable to G′(OK,S)

where OK,S denotes the ring of S-integers of K and 〈Λ〉 denotes the group generated
by Λ.

Recall that to define the subgroup G′(OK,S) we implicitly choose a K-group
embedding π : G′(K) → SLn(K) for some integer n ≥ 1 and we write G′(OK,S) =
π−1(SLn(OK,S)) [33, I.3.1]. Likewise, we define the approximate subgroupG′(PVS(K))
as the inverse image via π of the following subset of matrices of SLn(K):

(1) {A ∈ SLn(K)|I −A and I −A−1 have entries in PVS(K) ∪ {0}}.
Then G′(PVS(K)) is always strong approximate lattice (Lemma 1). Furthermore,
replacing PVS(K) in (1) with any subset of K commensurable to PVS(K) would
simply yield another approximate subgroup commensurable with G′(PVS(K)).
This shows, for instance, that we could very well consider a similar construction
based on the Pisot–Vijayaraghavan numbers of K - those algebraic integers whose
Galois conjugates have absolute value < 1 - rather than PVS(K) without changing
the content of Theorem 1.

Note moreover, that if Λ is l-approximate and not commensurable to a lattice,
then using the recent non-abelian Brunn–Minkowski inequality proved by Jing,
Tran and Zhang [26] we can show:

• dimG (|{ Arch. places v s.t. G′(Kv) non-compact }| − 1) ≤ 9 log2(l);

• if, moreover, Λ is not relatively dense, then dimG ([K : Q]− 1) ≤ 18 log2(l).

In both formulae, log denotes the base 2 logarithm.
We now state the main theorem of this paper. Theorem 2 below is concerned

with a larger class of subsets than the strong approximate lattices, the class of
⋆-approximate lattices defined in Section 2. This includes sets of the form X−1X ,
where X is a subset of G with a G-invariant hull of finite volume and such that
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(X−1X)3 is uniformly discrete. It turns out that under these assumptions alone,
the set X−1X is an approximate subgroup:

Fact (Corollary 5). Let X ∈ C(G) be such that (X−1X)3 is uniformly discrete and
ΩX admits a finite G-invariant measure. Then X−1X is an approximate subgroup.

We prove:

Theorem 2. Consider a finite set A, characteristic 0 local fields (kα)α∈A and al-
most kα-simple algebraic groups (Gα)α∈A defined over kα of kα-rank ≥ 2. Let Λ
be a ⋆-approximate lattice in GA :=

∏
α∈A Gα(kα). Then there are B finite, char-

acteristic 0 local fields (kβ)β∈B, absolutely almost simple algebraic groups (Hβ)β∈B

defined over kβ and a lattice Γ ⊂ GA × ∏
β∈B Hβ(kβ) whose intersection with∏

β∈B Hβ(kβ) is trivial and such that

〈Λ〉 = pA(Γ) and Λ is contained in and commensurable to pA


Γ ∩GA ×

∏

β∈B

Uβ




where pA is the natural projection to GA and the Uβ’s are symmetric compact
neighbourhoods of the identity in Hβ(kβ).

Theorem 2 states that both Λ and the group 〈Λ〉 it generates have an arithmetic
origin. Combined with Margulis’ arithmeticity theorem this yields the number
theoretic information needed to show Theorem 1.

Note that the local fields kβ may be Archimedean or non-Archimedean. However,
when Λ is l-approximate, a result of Carolino [13] in combination with Theorem 2
ensures that one can find Λ′ ⊂ Λ4 such that C := C(l) translates of Λ′ cover Λ,
both Λ′ and 〈Λ′〉 are commensurated by the elements of 〈Λ〉 and the conclusions of
Theorem 2 hold for Λ′ with all local fields kβ Archimedean.

Note moreover that all fields considered in this article will be of characteristic
0. In fact, in positive characteristic every strong approximate lattice is a lattice,
see [25]. It also turns out that a theorem similar to Theorem 2 holds as well in
rank one, or when factors of rank one are allowed. This is shown independently
by Hrushovski in [25] using model-theoretic tools. Our ergodic method however
requires the higher rank assumption on each factor.

Approximate lattices in GA provide examples of tilings in the symmetric space,
for example by considering Voronoi cells around a Λ-orbit, which can sometimes be
shown to be aperiodic. Although it is not directly related to our work, we note that
in [36] Mozes constructed a finite set of tiles with matching rules that can tile the
symmetric space GA/K only aperiodically. His Theorem 2 also required the higher
rank assumption (this time because of its reliance on quasi-isometric rigidity).

Theorem 2 is proved following Margulis’ original strategy for arithmeticity: we
prove first a superrigidity result and then a finite generation result (see [33]). To
derive these two results we use Zimmer’s superrigidity for cocycles [51] (we use, in
fact, a version due to Fisher and Margulis [22] that does not require connectedness
of the algebraic hull of the cocycle considered). As in the case of lattices, given a
strong approximate lattice Λ and a Borel section s : ΩΛ → G such that s(X) ∈ X
we define the natural cocycle αs on ΩΛ by αs(g,X) := s(gX)−1gs(X). Note that
α(·, X) takes values in X−1X and, hence, in Λ−1Λ ⊂ 〈Λ〉.

A crucial ingredient in Zimmer’s proof of Margulis’ superrigidity is a result of
Mackey [32] describing the structure of cocycles arising from a transitive action.
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This fails in our situation. Indeed, Mackey’s proof crucially uses the existence
of large stabilisers, whereas ΩΛ typically has trivial stabilisers. Circumventing
this difficulty is the central point of our work. Given a group homomorphism
T : 〈Λ〉 → H with target a topological group we first relate the range of the cocycle
T ◦ αs to T (Λ) as follows.

Theorem 3. Let Λ, GA be as in Theorem 2. Let T and α be as above. Suppose
that T ◦αs is cohomologous to a cocycle taking values in a closed subgroup L ⊂ H.
Then there is h ∈ H such that for all neighbourhoods of the identity V ⊂ H there
is Λ′ ⊂ Λ2 commensurable to Λ such that

T (Λ′) ⊂ VhLh−1V−1

Theorem 3 gives more than enough information when applied to group homo-
morphisms taking values in the group of isometries of a CAT(0) space (Propositions
9 and 10). In particular, this puts us in a position to apply cocycle superrigidity
(e.g. [51]) and obtain the following:

Theorem 4. Let Λ, GA be as in Theorem 2. Take a local field k and a simple
(centreless) algebraic group L defined over k. Let T : 〈Λ〉 → L(k) be a group
homomorphism. Then one of the following is true:

(1) there is a continuous group homomorphism π : GA → L(k) extending T ;
(2) T (Λ) is bounded.

This result directly extends Margulis’ superrigidity from lattices to ⋆-approximate
lattices. We prove in fact a special case first: Theorem 3 together with cocycle
superrigidity yield the case when dimL ≤ dimGα. We use it in combination with
a finiteness statement (Proposition 15) which is itself a consequence of one of the
main results of our companion paper [31, Thm. 4.1]. This special case is central in
the proof of Theorem 2, which in turn yields the general case of Theorem 4.

If we assume instead that T is a unitary representation of 〈Λ〉 on a Hilbert space
H, we can introduce a unitary representation of G on L2(ΩΛ,H) by

π(g)(f)(X) := T ◦ αs(g
−1, X)−1

(
f(g−1X)

)
,

for all g and almost all X . Theorem 3 enables us to transfer information from the
induced representation of G to the representation of Λ: if π fixes a unit vector, then
there is a unit vector x such that T (Λ)(x) is totally bounded (Proposition 12).

We build upon this remark to define a notion of property (T) for approximate
subgroups : an approximate subgroup Λ has property (T) if for any unitary rep-
resentation π of 〈Λ〉 almost with invariant vectors there is a sub-representation σ
with σ(Λ) totally bounded in the strong topology (Definition 6). Property (T) for
approximate subgroups implies the relative Kazhdan property of the pair (〈Λ〉,Λ)
as defined by Cornulier [16] and reduces to the usual property (T) when Λ is a
subgroup. Moreover, a ⋆-approximate lattice has property (T) if and only if the
ambient group has property (T). This fact is key and leads to the following:

Theorem 5. Let Λ be a ⋆-approximate lattice in a locally compact group with
property (T). Then 〈Λ〉 is finitely generated.

Theorem 5 is instrumental in the proof of Theorem 2. As in the proof of Mar-
gulis’ arithmeticity [33] and following an idea of Vinberg [50], we use it to prove
that the Galois automorphisms of the field of traces of AdΛ give rise to group
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homomorphisms between simple groups over local fields, to which we can apply the
above-mentioned superrigidity result for target groups of dimension at most dimGα

(Theorem 4).

2. ⋆-Approximate Lattices

2.1. Definition and First Properties. For any two subsets X and Y of a group
G we define XY := {xy|x ∈ X, y ∈ Y } and Xn := {x1 · · ·xn|x1, . . . , xn ∈ X} for all
non-negative integers n. We write 〈X〉 the subgroup generated by X . We say that
two subsets X,Y of a group G are commensurable if there is a finite subset F of
G such that X ⊂ FY and Y ⊂ FX . A subset A of a group G is a (l-)approximate
subgroup for some positive integer l if (i) the identity element e belongs to A, (ii)
the subset A satisfies A = A−1 and (iii) there is a finite subset F ⊂ G with |F | ≤ l
such that A2 ⊂ FA.

A subset X of a locally compact group G is locally finite if for all compact
subsets K ⊂ G we have |X ∩ K| < ∞. The subset X is said (left) uniformly
discrete if e is isolated in X−1X . Equivalently, X is uniformly discrete if there
exists a neighbourhood of the identity V with |gV ∩X | ≤ 1 for all g ∈ G.

Equip now the space C(G) of closed subsets of G with the Chabauty–Fell topology.
The Chabauty–Fell topology on the space C(G) of closed subsets of G is defined as
the topology generated by the subsets

UK := {C ∈ C(G)|C ∩K = ∅} and UV := {C ∈ C(G)|C ∩ V 6= ∅}
for all K ⊂ G compact and V ⊂ G open. When G is second countable, the
Chabauty-Fell topology makes C(G) into a compact metrizable G-space with the
obvious action (g,X) 7→ gX . To any X0 ∈ C(G) one can therefore associate a
compact metrizable G-space ΩX0 called the (left)-invariant hull and defined as
the closure of the orbit of X0. A strong approximate lattice is thus defined as a
uniformly discrete approximate subgroup Λ of G such that the G-space ΩΛ admits
a G-invariant Borel probability measure that is proper i.e. ν({∅}) = 0. See [5] for
this and more.

Note moreover that a sequence (Xn)n≥0 of elements of C(G) converges toX if and
only if (1) for all x ∈ X there are xn ∈ Xn for all integers n ≥ 0 with xn → x; (2)
for all increasing sequences of positive integers (ik)k∈N and any sequence (xik )k∈N

with xik → x, we have x ∈ X ([20],[37, Prop. 1.8]).
In what follows, we will often work with almost simple algebraic groups defined

over a field k and we refer to the preliminary section of [33] (and references therein)
for background. In this article we will always consider that almost simple algebraic
groups are both connected and linear. When the word “almost” is omitted, we
mean that the group is centreless. Nevertheless, to avoid any ambiguity, we will
sometimes add “centreless”.

2.1.1. PVS numbers. We will rephrase now the definition of PVS numbers using
valuations following a treatment due to Meyer (see [34, §II.13.3]). This will allow
us to quickly show that the PVS numbers provide examples of strong approximate
lattices. This point of view will become handy later on in the proof of Theorem 1.

Let K ⊂ R be a number field and let v0 be the Archimedean place on K inherited
from the inclusion into R. Let OK denote the ring of algebraic integers of K and
S∞ denote the set of all Archimedean places of K. Write S = S∞ \ {v0}. For all



APPROXIMATE LATTICES IN HIGHER-RANK SEMI-SIMPLE GROUPS 7

v ∈ S∞, let | · |v be an absolute value associated with v. Then the set of Pisot
numbers PVS(K) adjoined with 0 is equal to the set

{α ∈ OK |∀v ∈ S, |α|v ≤ 1}.
It would appear at first glance that the condition that α be primitive has been
omitted here. However, when α ∈ OK is not primitive, there is always v ∈ S
such that |α|v > 1. In short, if α is not primitive, then there exists a non-identity
field embedding ι : K → C such that ι(α) = α. The Galois action on the set of
valuations then provides v ∈ S∞ different from v0 such that |α|v = |α|v0 > 1.

This point of view works equally well when considering sets of matrices. Define
for any v ∈ S the subset Uv of SLn(Kv) as

{g ∈ SLn(Kv)|g − I, g−1 − I have entries in Ov}
where Ov is the unit ball of | · |v in the completion Kv. Then for any K-subgroup
G ⊂ SLn, the subgroup G(PVS(K)) is simply G(OK) ∩ ⋂

v∈S p−1
v (Uv) where pv :

SLn(K) → SLn(Kv) denotes the natural map. It was proved in [34, §II.13.3] that
the set PVS(K) ∪ {0} is a Meyer set in R. We prove here:

Lemma 1. Let G ⊂ SLn be a K-subgroup that is either reductive or unipotent.
Then the subset G(PVS(K)) is a strong approximate lattice in G(R).

Proof. By the Borel–Harish-Chandra theorem (see e.g. [33, Thm I.3.2.7]), the
diagonal embedding of G(OK) into

∏
v∈S∞

G(Kv) makes G(OK) into a lattice.

Now, G(PVS(K)) ⊂ G(Kv0) = G(R) is equal to

pv0

(
G(OK) ∩

(
G(Kv0)×

∏

v∈S

Uv ∩G(Kv)

))
.

Thus, we are in a situation to apply [7, Thm. 1.2], which implies that G(PVS(K))
is indeed a strong approximate lattice. �

While we will be interested in the semi-simple case only, we have included unipo-
tent groups in Lemma 1 as it provides a proof that PVS(K) ∪ {0} is a Meyer set.
Indeed, this reduces to the case where G is the additive group Ga.

Remark 1. Note, finally, that the above definition of G(PVS(K)) depends on an
embedding of G in some SLn. This is very similar to the definition of the subgroup
G(OK,S). It is well-known that, while it is not possible to provide an intrinsic
definition of G(OK,S) (i.e. independent of the chosen embedding) from the K-
structure only, all definitions provide commensurable subgroups of G(K), see [33,
§I.3.2] for a more in-depth discussion and proofs. Following a similar path, one could
show that any two definitions of G(PVS(K)) provide commensurable approximate
subgroups. Since we will not use this fact, we do not provide details here.

2.1.2. Extended hull. We define now a generalisation of the invariant hull.

Definition 1. Let X0 be a closed subset of a locally compact second countable
group G. The extended invariant hull Ωext

X0,G
of X0 in G is the subset of C(G)

defined by

{X ∈ C(G)|X−1X ⊂ X−1
0 X0}.

When the group G considered is clear from context we will simply write Ωext
X0

.
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The extended invariant hull is a natural generalisation of the invariant hull de-
fined above:

Lemma 2. Let X0 be a closed subset of a locally compact second countable group
G. Then Ωext

X0,G
is a closed subset of C(G) stable under the G-action. Thus, the set

Ωext
X0,G

is a metrizable compact continuous G-space. Moreover, the invariant hull

ΩX0 is contained in Ωext
X0,G

.

Proof. Stability under the G-action is clear. Now, consider a sequence (Xn)n≥0 of
elements of Ωext

X0,G
that converges towards X ∈ C(G) and take x, y ∈ X . There are

xn, yn ∈ Xn for all integers n ≥ 0 such that xn → x and yn → y. Note that for

all integers n ≥ 0 we have x−1
n yn ∈ X−1

0 X0. So we have x−1y = limn≥0 x
−1
n yn ∈

X−1
0 X0. Hence, the closed subset X belongs to Ωext

X0,G
. Finally, we have the X0 ∈

Ωext
X0,G

so ΩX0 ⊂ Ωext
X0,G

. �

Questions of continuity and measurability of maps between hulls will be central.
We record here a simple result that enables us to prove that some maps are Borel.

Lemma 3. Let X be a topological space, let G be a locally compact second countable
group and let Φ : X → C(G) be a map. If Φ−1(UK) is a Borel subset for every
compact subset K ⊂ G, then Φ is Borel measurable.

Proof. Let V ⊂ G be any open subset. Then V is σ-compact since G is second
countable locally compact. So let (Kn)n≥0 be any sequence of compact subsets such
that K0 ⊂ K1 ⊂ . . . and

⋃
n≥0 Kn = V . Then one checks that UV =

⋃
n≥0 G\UKn

so Φ−1(UV ) is Borel. We conclude that Φ is Borel. �

2.1.3. ⋆-Approximate lattices. Given a closed subset X0 of some locally compact
group we want to study the ergodic theory of Ωext

X0
. Note that not every invariant

measure on Ωext
X0

is interesting however, as the measure δ∅ is always a well defined G-

invariant Borel probability measure on Ωext
X0

. This observation leads to the following:

Definition 2. We say that a left-invariant Borel probability measure ν on Ωext
X0,G

is proper if ν({∅}) = 0.

Definition 3. Let Λ be a subset of a locally compact second countable group G.
We say that Λ is a ⋆-approximate lattice if:

(1) Λ is an approximate subgroup;
(2) Λ is uniformly discrete;
(3) there is a proper G-invariant Borel probability measure ν on Ωext

Λ,G.

We refer the interested reader to Subsubsection 2.1.4 for comments and motiva-
tions regarding Definition 3.

Note here again that condition (1) of Definition 3 is quite natural and follows
from (3) and a slight strengthening of (2) according Corollary 5 from Subsection
2.2. In addition, proper G-invariant Borel probability measures on the extended
invariant hull can be related to proper G-invariant Borel probability measures on
the invariant hull (in the sense of [5]) of some subset.

Proposition 1. Let Λ be a uniformly discrete approximate subgroup of a locally
compact second countable group G. The following are equivalent:

(1) the approximate subgroup Λ is a ⋆-approximate lattice;
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(2) there is X0 ⊂ Λ2 with X−1
0 X0 ⊂ Λ2 such that there is a proper G-invariant

ergodic Borel probability measure ν on ΩX0 the invariant hull of X0 in G.

Proof. Let us start by showing (1) ⇒ (2). Since Λ is a ⋆-approximate lattice there
exists a proper G-invariant ergodic Borel probability measure on the metrizable
compact G-space Ωext

Λ,G. Let S denote the support of ν. Since ν is ergodic there is

an element X ∈ S whose orbit is dense in S. We thus have S = G ·X = ΩX . But
X 6= ∅ since ν is proper. So ν gives rise to a proper G-invariant Borel probability
measure on ΩX . Define now X0 := x−1X for some x ∈ X . We have X0 = x−1X ⊂
Λ2, X−1

0 X0 = X−1X ⊂ Λ2 and ΩX = ΩX0 admits a proper G-invariant ergodic
Borel probability measure.

Conversely, the inclusion i : ΩX0 → Ωext
Λ,G is injective, continuous and satisfies

i−1({∅}) ⊂ {∅}. So i∗ν is a proper G-invariant ergodic Borel probability measure
on Ωext

Λ,G. �

Proposition 1 will enable us to utilise tools developed for strong approximate
lattices (from e.g. [5, 7, 31]). As a first and immediate consequence of Proposition
1 (and [6, Cor. 2.7]) we have the implications:

strong approximate lattice ⇒ ⋆-approximate lattice ⇒ approximate lattice in the
sense of Björklund–Hartnick [5, Def. 4.12].

We moreover have a straightforward corollary of a result from [5]:

Corollary 1. Let Λ be a ⋆-approximate lattice in a locally compact second countable
group G and V ⊂ G be any neighbourhood of the identity. Then there is a compact
subset K ⊂ G such that V ΛK = G.

Proof. Apply [5, Cor. 4.22] to the closed subset X0 given by Proposition 1. �

The following additional consequence of Proposition 1 and results from [31] will
be key.

Corollary 2. Let Λ be a ⋆-approximate lattice in a locally compact second countable
group G. Let H ⊂ G be a closed normal subgroup such that the projection pG/H(Λ)

of Λ to G/H is locally finite. Then pG/H(Λ) and H ∩Λ2 are ⋆-approximate lattices
in G/H and H respectively.

Proof. The fact that H ∩Λ2 is a ⋆-approximate lattice is a consequence of Proposi-
tion 1 and the proof of [31, Prop. 6.1]. In addition, since pG/H(Λ) is locally finite,
the map

PG/H : Ωext
Λ,G −→ Ωext

pG/H(Λ),G/H

X 7−→ pG/H(X)

is well-defined and easily seen to be Borel (e.g. by Lemma 3). One thus readily
checks that the push-forward of any proper G-invariant Borel probability measure
on Ωext

Λ,G is a proper G/H-invariant Borel probability measure on Ωext
Λ,G/H . �

2.1.4. A remark concerning ⋆-approximate lattices, strong approximate lattices and
commensurability. We believe that there are substantially more ⋆-approximate lat-
tices than strong approximate lattices. In practice, this is illustrated by the fact
that intersections of ⋆-approximate lattices with certain closed normal subgroups
are also ⋆-approximate lattices (Corollary 2). This particular feature will have a
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direct impact in the proof of Theorem 2 as it will enable us to reduce to the case
of irreducible ⋆-approximate lattices (Lemma 13).

Note that such stability properties are not at all obvious and, in general, showing
that there exists a proper invariant probability measure on the (extended) hull of
a given uniformly discrete approximate subgroup is difficult. Indeed, this problem
reduces to the challenge of understanding invariant measures on the Chabauty
space. Let us briefly mention some open questions along those lines.

Suppose that Λ0 is a strong approximate lattice in a locally compact group G.

(1) If Λ1 is an approximate subgroup commensurable to Λ0, is Λ1 a strong
approximate lattice?

(2) If Λ1 ⊂ Λ0 ⊂ Λ2 are two approximate subgroups commensurable to Λ0,
must Λ1 be a strong approximate lattice? what about Λ2?

It is the guess of the author that answers to both questions should be negative
- even when Λ0 is a lattice in a simple Lie group.

The notion of ⋆-approximate lattices partially solves this issue and makes sure
that, in the set-up of (2), Λ2 is then also a ⋆-approximate lattice. It is our
guess, however, that the answer to question (1) should be negative as well for
⋆-approximate lattices. Here are two further questions that we believe are more
reasonable. Let Λ0 be a ⋆ approximate lattice in a locally compact group G:

(3) let Λ1 be an approximate subgroup commensurable to Λ0, is Λm
1 a ⋆-

approximate lattice for some m ≥ 0?
(4) If so, is there an absolute m (i.e. depending only the ambient group G for

instance)?

When Λ0 is commensurable to a model set, we can answer affirmatively question
(3) (an elementary proof follows from ideas developed in [31, §3] but would be too
long to be included in this remark). In particular, if Λ0 is a ⋆-approximate lattice
in an ambient group that is a semi-simple algebraic group with higher-rank factors,
then Theorem 2 asserts that it is commensurable to a model set. Thus we can
solve question (3) when the ambient group is a semi-simple algebraic group with
higher-rank factors. However, even in that case question (4) remains open.

2.2. The Periodization Map. Given a locally compact group G and a closed
subgroup H one may use the quotient map I that sends a continuous function
f : G → R with compact support to the function I(f) : G/H → R defined by
I(f)(gH) :=

∫
H f(gh)dµH(h) to naturally relate the Haar measure on G and the

Haar measure on G/H (see e.g. [38, Section I]). Here as well, we can define a map
called the periodization map, inspired by [5, 43], that will allow us to exploit the
strong connections between measures on the extended hull Ωext

X0
and measures on

G.

Definition 4. Let X0 be a uniformly discrete subset of a locally compact second
countable group G. Then the periodization map defined by

PX0 : C0
c (G) −→ C0(Ωext

X0
)

f 7−→
(
X 7→

∑

x∈X

f(x)

)
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where C0
c (G) is the set of continuous functions on G with compact support and

C0(Ωext
X0

) is the set of continuous functions on Ωext
X0

is well-defined, continuous and
left-equivariant.

2.2.1. Measures on the hull vs. measures on the group. Our first crucial observation
is that the periodization maps show how to relate the measure of basic open subsets
of the Chabauty-Fell topology in the extended invariant hull with the measure of
open and compact subsets of G through a simple formula:

Lemma 4. Let X0 be a uniformly discrete subset of a locally compact second count-
able group G and let ν be a Borel probability measure on Ωext

X0
. Take an open subset

V ⊂ G and a compact subset K ⊂ G. Then

(PX0)
∗
ν(V ) =

∫

Ωext
X0

|X ∩ V |dν(X) ≤ |V −1V ∩X−1
0 X0|ν(UV ),

and

(PX0)
∗ ν(K) =

∫

Ωext
X0

|X ∩K|dν(X) ≤ |K−1K ∩X−1
0 X0|(1− ν(UK)).

Proof. Choose a sequence of non-negative continuous functions with compact sup-
port (φn)n≥0 that point-wise converges increasingly to 1V . For all integers n ≥ 0
and all X ∈ ΩX0 we have

PX0(fn)(X) =
∑

x∈X

φn(x) =
∑

x∈X∩V

φn(x).

We have

lim
n→∞

PX0(φn)(X) =
∑

x∈X∩V

1V (x) = |X ∩ V |.

In addition, the sequence (PX0(φn))n≥0 is increasing. Hence, the map X 7→ |X∩V |
is measurable and, according to the monotone convergence theorem, we have

(PX0)
∗
ν(V ) =

∫

Ωext
X0

|X ∩ V |dν(X).

Similarly, choose a sequence of non-negative continuous functions with compact
support (ψn)n≥0 that point-wise converges decreasingly to 1K . Again

lim
n→∞

PX0(ψn)(X) =
∑

x∈X∩K

1K(x) = |X ∩K|.

So as above

(PX0)
∗ ν(K) =

∫

Ωext
X0

|X ∩K|dν(X).

Finally, the right-hand inequalities follow from the facts that for any X ∈ Ωext
X0

and any subset Y ⊂ G we have

|X ∩ Y | ≤ |X−1X ∩ Y −1Y | ≤ |X−1
0 X0 ∩ Y −1Y |.

�

This formula is of particular importance when applied to a proper G-invariant
Borel probability measure, as, in this situation, the pull-back by the periodization
map is always a Haar measure (see also [5, 43] for similar facts in other frameworks):
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Corollary 3. Let X0 be a uniformly discrete subset of a locally compact second
countable group G and let ν be a proper G-invariant Borel probability measure on
Ωext

X0
. Then (PX0)

∗ν is a Haar-measure on G.

As a first application of the periodization we show a generalisation of the well-
known fact that groups containing a lattice are unimodular (see also [5] for a version
for strong approximate lattices):

Proposition 2. Let G be a locally compact second countable group and suppose
that G contains a ⋆-approximate lattice Λ. Then G is unimodular.

Proof. Take a proper G-invariant Borel probability measure ν on Ωext
Λ and set

µ := (PΛ)
∗ν. We know by Corollary 3 that µ is a left-Haar-measure on G and let

∆G denote the modular function of G. Choose a neighbourhood of the identity
V ⊂ G such that V −1V ∩ Λ4 = {e}. Then for all λ ∈ Λ we have

∆G(λ)µ(V ) = µ(V λ) = (PΛ)
∗ν(V λ) ≤ 1

according to Lemma 4. We thus find ∆G(λ) ≤ µ(V )−1. But ∆G : G → R>0

is a continuous group homomorphism. So ∆G has bounded image according to
Corollary 1. Hence, the modular map ∆G is trivial. �

Since ⋆-approximate lattices generalise lattices in locally compact groups, one
would like to think of them as discrete approximate subgroups with finite co-volume.
We achieve this by showing that ⋆-approximate lattices admit a finite volume fun-
damental set of sorts:

Proposition 3. Let Λ be a ⋆-approximate lattice in a locally compact second count-
able group G. Then there is a Borel subset B ⊂ G with finite Haar measure such
that BΛ2 = G and B−1B ∩ Λ2 = {e}.

Proof. Let ν be a proper G-invariant Borel probability measure on ΩΛ and let
µG denote the Haar-measure (PΛ)

∗ν. Let V be a compact neighbourhood of the
identity such that V −1V ∩ Λ2 = {e} and let (gn)n≥0 be a sequence of elements
of G such that G =

⋃
n≥0 gnV . Define inductively Bn := gnV \ ⋃

m<nBmΛ2

and B :=
⋃

n≥0 Bn. Then B−1B ∩ Λ2 = {e} and BΛ2 = G. Now the Haar
measure µG is inner regular so there is a sequence of compact subsets Kn ⊂ B with
supn≥0 µG(Kn) = µG(B). But µG(Kn) ≤ 1 for all integers n ≥ 0 by Lemma 4 so
µG(B) ≤ 1. �

Remark 2. Proposition 3 shows that ⋆-approximate lattices are, in particular, ap-
proximate lattices in the sense of Hrushovski [25].

2.2.2. Hulls and commensurability. We prove now a result, used extensively in the
rest of the paper, that can be seen as a version of Ruzsa’s covering lemma (see e.g.
[48]) for ⋆-approximate lattices. Furthermore, the proof provides a good illustration
of the strategy used later on to prove Proposition 6.

Proposition 4. Let X0 be a uniformly discrete subset of a locally compact second
countable group G and let Y be a subset such that X0Y is uniformly discrete.
Suppose that there is a proper G-invariant Borel probability measure on Ωext

X0
. Then

Y is covered by finitely many right-translates of X−1
0 X0.
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Proof. Let F ⊂ Y be such that the subsets (X0f)f∈F are disjoint. Since X0F ⊂
X0Y there is a neighbourhood V ⊂ G of the identity such that the subsets (X0fv)f∈F,v∈V

are disjoint. Hence,

X−1
0 X0 ∩ FV V −1F−1 = {e}.

By Lemma 4 we thus have (PX0)
∗ν(V −1F−1) ≤ 1. Since ν is G-invariant the

measure (PX0)
∗ν is a left-Haar measure on G by Corollary 3. But G is unimodular

according to Proposition 2 so (PX0)
∗ν is also right-invariant. Therefore,

1 ≥ (PX0)
∗ν(V −1F−1) = (PX0)

∗ν(V −1)|F |
since the subsets (fV )f∈F are disjoint. The subset F is thus finite and according to

Ruzsa’s covering lemma Y is covered by finitely many right-translates of X−1
0 X0.

�

Corollary 4. If Λ1 ⊂ Λ2 are two ⋆-approximate lattices in a locally compact second
countable group G, then Λ1 and Λ2 are commensurable.

Corollary 5. Let X0 be a closed subset of a locally compact second countable group
G such that (X−1

0 X0)
3 is uniformly discrete. If there is a proper G-invariant Borel

probability measure on Ωext
X0

(or ΩX0), then X−1
0 X0 is an approximate subgroup,

hence a ⋆-approximate lattice.

Proof. In particular, X0(X
−1
0 X0)

2 is uniformly discrete. By Proposition 4 applied
to X0 and (X−1

0 X0)
2, (X−1

0 X0)
2 is contained in finitely many right translates of

X−1
0 X0. Since X−1

0 X0 is symmetric, X−1
0 X0 is an approximate subgroup. But

Ωext
X0

⊂ Ωext
X−1

0 X0
and Ωext

X0
admits a proper G-invariant Borel probability measure.

So X−1
0 X0 is a ⋆-approximate lattice. �

Remark 3. The proof of Corollary 5 uses only that X0(X
−1
0 X0)

2 is uniformly dis-
crete, rather than (X−1

0 X0)
3. It is therefore natural to wonder whether the expo-

nent 3 is minimal or not. A beautiful result of Lagarias [27] suggests that 3 could
be replaced by 1 with some effort. We investigate this in a forthcoming paper.

Corollary 5 is striking as it shows that the approximate subgroup assumption is a
natural one when studying the dynamics in the Chabauty-Fell topology of discrete
subsets of a group.

2.2.3. Upgrading model sets. In the proof of Theorem 2 we will embed a ⋆-approximate
lattice Λ in a certain specific way in an arithmetic group Γ - thus generating some
discrete Zariski-dense subgroup. It will be key to be able to show that the subgroup
generated by Λ has, in fact, finite index in Γ:

Lemma 5. Let Γ be a discrete subgroup of a product of locally compact second
countable groups G × H. Suppose that Γ projects densely to H and that G is
unimodular. Take a compact neighbourhood of the identity W0 in H and suppose
that there is F ⊂ G with finite Haar-measure such that F · pG (Γ ∩ (G×W0)) = G
where pG : G×H → G is the natural projection. Then Γ is a lattice in G×H.

Proof. We know that for all (g, h) ∈ G×H there is γ1 ∈ Γ such that (g, h)γ−1
1 ∈ G×

W0. By assumption we now have γ2 ∈ Γ∩(G×W0) such that pG((g, h)γ
−1
1 γ−1

2 ) ∈ F .
Therefore, we have (g, h) ∈

(
F ×W0W

−1
0

)
Γ. But F × W0W

−1
0 has finite Haar

measure, so Γ is a lattice. �
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Corollary 6. Let Γ be a discrete subgroup of a product of locally compact second
countable groups G × H. Suppose that Γ projects densely to H and injectively
to G. Take a compact neighbourhood of the identity W0 in H and suppose that
pG (Γ ∩ (G×W0)) contains a ⋆-approximate lattice. Then Γ is a lattice in G×H.

Proof. Proposition 2 shows that G is unimodular and Proposition 3 proves that
there exists F ⊂ G as in Lemma 5. The subgroup Γ is therefore a lattice by
Lemma 5. �

Remark 4. Lemma 5 is also discussed in more details in [31] along with several
questions around this topic.

3. Cocycles and ⋆-Approximate Lattices

3.1. Cocycles Associated to Sections of Extended Hulls. We will now define
certain cocycles that will mimic properties of cocycles on transitive spaces as studied
by Mackey [32] and Zimmer [51]. A classical route to build cocycles consists in using
sections (see for instance [32, 51], or [4] for a framework closer to ours). We start
by defining a suitable notion of sections of the set C(G).

Definition 5. Let G be a locally compact group and B be a Borel subset of C(G).
A Borel section of B is a Borel map s : B → G such that for any X ∈ B we have
s(X) ∈ X .

Precisely, the cocycles we are interested in are:

Lemma 6. Let X0 be a uniformly discrete subset of a locally compact group G. Let
s : Ωext

X0
\ {∅} → G be a Borel section. Then the map

αs : G× (Ωext
X0

\ {∅}) −→ G

(g,X) 7−→ s(gX)−1gs(X)

is a strict Borel cocycle that takes values in X−1
0 X0.

Proof. The map αs is Borel since s is Borel. For all g, h ∈ G and X ∈ Ωext
X0

\ {∅}
we have

αs(g, hX)αs(h,X) = s(ghX)−1gs(hX)s(hX)−1hs(X) = s(ghX)−1ghs(X) = αs(gh,X).

So αs is a strict cocycle. Moreover, we have

αs(g,X) = s(gX)−1gs(X) ∈ (gX)−1gX ⊂ X−1X ⊂ X−1
0 X0.

�

It remains only to prove the existence Borel sections of extended invariant hulls.

Proposition 5. Let X0 be a uniformly discrete subset of a locally compact second
countable group G. Then there is a Borel section s : Ωext

X0
\ {∅} → G.

Proof. Since X0 is uniformly discrete there is an open neighbourhood V of the
identity in G such that X−1

0 X0 ∩ V −1V = {e}. Thus, we have |X ∩ gV | ≤ 1 for
any X ∈ Ωext

X0
and any g ∈ G. If X ∈ UgV ∩ Ωext

X0
, then define sg(X) as the unique

element of the subset X ∩ gV . The maps sg : UgV ∩ Ωext
X0

→ G are well-defined.

Moreover, if W ⊂ G is any open subset, then s−1
g (W ) = UgV ∩W ∩ Ωext

X0
. So the

maps sg are continuous. Take a sequence (gi)i≥0 such that
⋃

i≥0 giV = G. Then
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⋃
i≥0 U

giV = C(G) \ {∅}. Now define Bi := Ωext
X0

∩
(
UgiV \

(⋃
0≤j<i U

gjV
))

for all

integers i ≥ 0 and s : Ωext
X0

\ {∅} → G as the unique map such that s|Bi
= (sgi)|Bi

.

Since the subsets Bi are Borel and the maps sg are continuous, the map s is Borel.
Moreover, for all X ∈ Ωext

X0
\ {∅} we indeed have s(X) ∈ X . �

3.2. A Reduction Lemma. Before we move on with our study of the cocycles
defined in the previous section, we make an elementary observation about the range
of Borel maps that satisfy some functional equation with respect to a cocycle. To
this end we first recall a well known fact about ergodicity and dense subgroups:

Lemma 7. Let G be a locally compact group, D ⊂ G be a dense subgroup and X be
a compact G-space. If ν is an ergodic G-invariant Borel probability measure, then
the D-action on (X, ν) is also ergodic.

We now prove the fact that will be used as the starting point of the proof of
Proposition 6 in Subsection 3.3.

Lemma 8. Let G and H be two locally compact second countable groups. Let X be
a compact metric G-space and ν be a G-invariant ergodic Borel probability measure
on X. Let α : G ×X → H be a Borel cocycle that take values in a subset A ⊂ H
and let B ⊂ H be another subset. Suppose that there is a Borel map φ : X → H
such that for all g ∈ G and ν-almost every x ∈ X we have

φ(gx) = α(g, x)φ(x)B.

Then there is h ∈ H such that for every neighbourhood of the identity V in H we
have

ν − a.e. x ∈ X,φ(x) ∈ AV hB−1.

Proof. Consider the measure φ∗ν. It is a Borel probability measure on the locally
compact second countable group H . So φ∗ν has a well-defined non-trivial support
S ⊂ H and we can choose h ∈ S. Then for any open neighbourhood V of e we have

φ∗ν(V h) = ν(φ−1(V h)) > 0.

So for all g ∈ G and ν-almost every x ∈ φ−1(V h) we have

φ(gx) ∈ AV hB−1.

But for any countable dense subgroup D of G there is Y ⊂ φ−1(V h) with ν(Y ) =
ν(φ−1(V h)) > 0 such that for all x ∈ Y and all d ∈ D we have φ(dx) ∈ AV hB−1.
So DY ⊂ φ−1

(
AV hB−1

)
. And we know that ν(DY ) = 1 by Lemma 7. �

Likewise, we prove a result for cocycles taking values in unitary groups that will
be at the heart of our investigation of property (T) for ⋆-approximate lattices.

Lemma 9. Let G be a locally compact group that acts continuously on a compact
metric space and let ν be a G-invariant ergodic Borel probability measure on X.
Let H be a separable Hilbert space and let α : X × G → U(H) be a Borel cocycle
with target a subset A of the unitary group of H. Suppose that there exists a Borel
map φ : X → H such that for all g ∈ G and ν-almost every x ∈ X we have

φ(gx) = α(g, x)φ(x).

Then there is ξ ∈ H such that for every ǫ > 0 we have

ν − a.e. x ∈ X,φ(x) ∈ A(B(ξ, ǫ))

where B(ξ, ǫ) denotes the ball of centre ξ and radius ǫ.
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Proof. Consider the measure φ∗ν. It is a Borel probability measure on the separable
Hilbert space H whose (strong) topology is second countable. So φ∗ν has a well-
defined non-trivial support S ⊂ H and we can choose ξ ∈ S. Then for any ǫ > 0
we have ν(φ−1(B(ξ, ǫ))) > 0. For all g ∈ G and ν-almost every x ∈ φ−1(B(ξ, ǫ))
we have

φ(gx) = α(g, x)φ(x) ∈ A(B(ξ, ǫ)).

And we conclude as above. �

3.3. Range of Cocycles and Compact Cocycles. Throughout this section we
fix a ⋆-approximate lattice Λ in a locally compact group G and a proper G-invariant
ergodic Borel probability measure ν0 on Ωext

Λ . Let s : Ωext
Λ \ {∅} → G be a Borel

section given by Proposition 5 and let αs : G× Ωext
Λ \ {∅} → G be the strict Borel

cocycle associated to s (Lemma 6). Since ν0({∅}) = 0 the cocycle αs gives rise to
a Borel cocycle, that we denote by αs as well, over (Ωext

Λ , ν0). Finally, we fix an
abstract group homomorphism T : 〈Λ〉 → H with target a locally compact second
countable group. Our goal is to prove the following result linking the set T (Λ) to
the range of the cocycle T ◦ αs.

Proposition 6. Suppose that the Borel cocycle T ◦αs is cohomologous to a cocycle
β that takes values in a subset L ⊂ H. Then there is h0 ∈ H such that for every
neighbourhood of the identity V in H there is a compact subset K ⊂ H with

T (Λ) ⊂ V h0(L
−1L)2h−1

0 K.

The proof reduces to two steps. First, we build a cocycle α′ cohomologous to
αs, taking values in some power of Λ (here Λ6) but such that T ◦α′ takes values in
some thickening of L−1L.

Lemma 10. There is h0 ∈ H such that for every neighbourhood of the identity
V ⊂ H we can find Borel maps f : Ωext

Λ → G and h : Ωext
Λ → H defined ν0-almost

everywhere such that for all g ∈ G and ν0-almost every X ∈ Ωext
Λ we have

αf (g,X) := f(gX)−1gf(X) ∈ Λ6 and T (αf (g,X)) ∈ V h0L
−1Lh(X)−1.

Proof. First of all, note that αs takes values in Λ2 by Lemma 6 and that the subset
Λ2 is countable. So T ◦αs is a well-defined Borel cocycle that takes values in T (Λ2).
Choose a measurable map φ : Ωext

Λ → H such that for all g ∈ G and ν0-almost every
X ∈ Ωext

Λ we have

T ◦ αs(g,X) = φ(gX)β(g,X)φ(X)−1.

By Lemma 8 there is h0 ∈ H such that for every neighbourhood V of the identity
in H and ν0-almost every X ∈ Ωext

Λ we have

φ(X) ∈ T (Λ2)V h0L
−1.

Consider an enumeration (λn)n≥0 of Λ2 and define

pV : T (Λ2)V h0L
−1 −→ Λ2

g 7−→ λmin{n∈N|g∈T (λn)V h0L−1}.

Since p−1
V ({λ0, . . . , λn}) =

⋃
0≤i≤n T (λn)V h0L

−1 the map pV is Borel measurable.

We can thus define the map h : Ωext
Λ → V h0L

−1 for ν0-almost every X ∈ Ωext
Λ by

φ(X) = T (pV (φ(X)))h(X). We have for all g ∈ G and ν0-almost every X ∈ Ωext
Λ ,

T ◦ αs(g,X) = T (pV (φ(gX))) h(gX)β(g,X)h(X)−1T (pV (φ(X))−1).



APPROXIMATE LATTICES IN HIGHER-RANK SEMI-SIMPLE GROUPS 17

So

T (f(gX)−1gf(X)) = h(gX)β(g,X)h(X)−1,

where f is defined for ν0-almost every X ∈ Ωext
Λ by f(X) := s(X)pV (φ(X))−1.

Then one checks that f and h work. �

We then show that the range of such a cocycle αf must be large in some power
of Λ, thus proving that the set of elements λ ∈ Λ such that T (λ) belongs to some
thickening of L−1L is large. However, the range of αf as defined by the map
Ωext

Λ,G → C(G) given by X 7→ {αf (g,X)|g ∈ G} might not be well-behaved (e.g.

non-Borel) so we proceed more carefully.

Proposition 7. Let f : Ωext
Λ,G → G be a Borel measurable map and let αf : G ×

Ωext
Λ,G → G denote the cocycle defined by αf (g,X) = f(gX)−1gf(X) for all g ∈ G

and ν0-almost all X ∈ Ωext
Λ,G. Suppose that ∆ : Ωext

Λ,G → C(G) is a Borel measurable
map defined ν0-almost everywhere such that :

(1) αf takes values in Λn for some integer n ≥ 0;
(2) for all g ∈ G and ν0-almost all X ∈ Ωext

Λ,G we have αf (g,X) ∈ ∆(X).

Then there is a finite subset F ⊂ Λ such that

Λ ⊂
⋃

X∈Ωext
Λ,G

∆(X)∆(X)−1F

where we set ∆(X)∆(X)−1 = ∅ when ∆(X) is not defined.

We will also make an independent use of this proposition in our study of property
(T).

Proof. We first show that we can suppose that ∆ takes values in Ωext
Λn,G. The map

∆′ : Ωext
Λ,G → C(G) defined by X → ∆(X)∩Λn satisfies (∆′)−1(UK) = ∆−1(Λn∩K)

for all compact subsets K ⊂ G. So ∆′ is Borel by Lemma 3. Since in addition
αf (g,X) ∈ ∆(X)∩Λn for all g ∈ G and ν0-almost all X ∈ Ωext

Λ,G we get the desired

result. So suppose from now on that ∆ takes values in Ωext
Λn,G. Let Φ : Ωext

Λ −→ Ωext
Λn

be the map defined by X 7−→ f(X)∆(X)−1. We know that Φ is Borel and well-
defined ν0-almost everywhere since both f and ∆ are. The crux of the proof is
to deduce a simple equation involving f , ∆ (or equivalently Φ) and intertwining
the G-actions on Ωext

Λ,G and Ωext
Λn,G. We know that for all g ∈ G and ν0-almost all

X ∈ Ωext
Λ,G we have

αf (g,X) ∈ ∆(X).

So we obtain

(∗) f(gX) ∈ gf(X)∆(X)−1 = gΦ(X).

We will now use (∗) to show the existence of a real number ǫ > 0 such that
(PΛn)∗ (Φ∗ν0) ≥ ǫµG where µG is a Haar-measure on G (fixed from now on) and
PΛn denotes the periodization map introduced in Definition 4. So let ν1 denote the
push-forward of ν0 by Φ. For all open subsets W ⊂ G and all elements g ∈ G we



18 APPROXIMATE LATTICES IN HIGHER-RANK SEMI-SIMPLE GROUPS

have

ν1
(
gUW

)
=

∫

Ωext
Λ

1UW

(
g−1Φ(X)

)
dν0(X)

≥
∫

Ωext
Λ

1W (f(g−1X))dν0(X)

=

∫

Ωext
Λ

1W (f(X))dν0(X) = f∗ν0(W ).

where the second-to-last line is implied by (∗) and the last one is obtained by G-
invariance of ν0. Since gU

W = UgW , the above inequalities imply that for all h ∈ G
and all open subsets W ⊂ G we have ν1(U

W ) ≥ µ0(hW ) where µ0 := f∗ν0. Define
µ1 := (PΛn)∗ν1 where PΛn is the periodization map. Since Λn is uniformly discrete
there is an open neighbourhood of the identity W ⊂ G such that W−1W ∩ Λ2n =
{e}. By Lemma 4 for all g, h ∈ G we have

µ1(gW ) = ν1(U
gW ) ≥ µ0(hW ).

Furthermore, given any Borel probability measure µ on G we have

µ1(gW ) ≥ µ ∗ µ0(hW ).

In fact, the above proves that for any W ′ ⊂ W open we have

µ1(gW
′) ≥ µ ∗ µ0(hW

′).

By outer regularity of finite Borel measures on second countable spaces, for any
B ⊂ W Borel we thus have,

µ1(gB) ≥ µ ∗ µ0(hB).

Now take µ that has density a continuous compactly supported function δ : G → R

with respect to µG on G. We know that µ ∗ µ0 is absolutely continuous with
respect to µG and has continuous density, ρ say, with respect to µG. Since ρ is a
non-trivial non-negative continuous function we can find h ∈ G, a neighbourhood
of the identity W ′ ⊂ W and a real number ǫ > 0 such that ρ|hW ′ ≥ ǫ > 0. Hence,
for all g ∈ G and all Borel subsets B ⊂ gW ′ we have

µ1(B) ≥ µ ∗ µ0(hg
−1B) ≥ ǫµG(hg

−1B) = ǫµG(B).

But G is second countable so we can find a sequence (gi)i≥0 of elements of G and a
countable Borel partition (Wi)i≥0 of G such that Wi ⊂ giW

′ for all integers i ≥ 0.
Thus, for all Borel subsets B ⊂ G we have

µ1(B) =
∑

i≥0

µ1 (B ∩Wi) ≥ ǫ
∑

i≥0

µG (B ∩Wi) = ǫµG(B).

We will now prove Proposition 7 as a consequence of a version of Ruzsa’s covering
lemma. Let B ⊂ Ωext

Λ be a co-null Borel subset such that Φ is well-defined for
every X ∈ B. Let F ⊂ Λ be such that for every X ∈ B the subsets (Φ(X)f)f∈F

are pairwise disjoint. Choose moreover a symmetric neighbourhood of the identity
W ⊂ G such that W−1W ∩ Λ2n+2 = {e}. We know that for X ∈ B we have

F−1 (Φ(X))
−1

(Φ(X))F ⊂ Λ2n+2,

so

W−1W ∩ F−1Φ(X)−1Φ(X)F = {e}.
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Therefore,

FW−1WF−1 ∩ Φ(X)−1Φ(X) = FF−1 ∩ Φ(X)−1Φ(X).

But the subsets (Φ(X)f)f∈F are pairwise disjoint so

FW−1WF−1 ∩ Φ(X)−1Φ(X) = {e}.
Recall that we defined µ1 = (PΛn)∗ν1 so that, by Lemma 4 and the above discussion,
we have

1 ≥ ν1(U
WF−1

) = µ1(WF−1) ≥ ǫµG(WF−1).

But G is unimodular and F−1 ⊂ Λ ⊂ Λn+1, so

1 ≥ ǫµG(WF−1) =
∑

f∈F

ǫµG(Wf−1) = ǫ |F |µG(W ).

We thus have

|F | ≤ 1

ǫµG(W )
< ∞.

So take one such F maximal for the inclusion. The subset F is finite and for all λ ∈
Λ there are f ∈ F andX ∈ B such that Φ(X)λ∩Φ(X)f 6= ∅ i.e. λ ∈ Φ(X)−1Φ(X)f .
But Φ(X) = f(X)∆(X)−1 so we have the inclusion λ ∈ ∆(X)∆(X)−1F . �

Proof of Proposition 6. Let h0, f and h be as in Lemma 10 and define the map

∆ : Ωext
Λ −→ Ωext

Λ6

X 7−→ Λ6 ∩ T−1(V h0L
−1Lh(X))

which is well-defined ν0-almost everywhere and such that for all g ∈ G and ν0-
almost every X ∈ Ωext

Λ we have

f(gX)−1gf(X) ∈ ∆(X).

For any compact subset K ⊂ G we have

∆−1 (UK) = {X ∈ Ωext
Λ |∆(X) ∩K = ∅}

= {X ∈ Ωext
Λ |T (Λ6 ∩K) ∩ V h0L

−1Lh(X) = ∅}
= Ωext

Λ \ h−1
(
L−1Lh−1

0 V −1
(
T (Λ6 ∩K)

))
.

So ∆ is Borel measurable according to Lemma 3. We may now conclude the proof
of Proposition 6. Indeed, by Proposition 7 we have F ⊂ Λ finite

T (Λ) ⊂ T






⋃

X∈Ωext
Λ

∆(X)∆(X)−1


F




⊂


 ⋃

X∈Ωext
Λ

T
(
∆(X)∆(X)−1

)

T (F )

⊂ V h0(L
−1L)2h−1

0 V −1T (F ).

�

Corollary 7. Suppose that the Borel cocycle T ◦ αs is cohomologous to a cocycle
that takes values in a compact subgroup L ⊂ H. Then T (Λ) is a relatively compact
subset of H.
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Proof. Take a compact neighbourhood of the identity V ⊂ H . There are h0 ∈ H
and K ⊂ H given by Proposition 6 such that T (Λ) ⊂ V h0Lh

−1
0 K. But V h0Lh

−1
0 K

is compact. �

3.4. Constant Cocycles. We end this section with an application of Proposition
6. Along with Corollary 7 these will enable us to use the strength of Zimmer’s
cocycle superrigidity.

Let Λ, G,H, T and s be as in Subsection 3.3. Assume that the cocycle T ◦ αs

is cohomologous to a constant cocycle associated to a continuous group homomor-
phism π : G → H . We start by showing that in general a conjugate of π extends T
modulo a two-sided error.

Proposition 8. There is h ∈ H such that for all n ∈ N and for all neighbourhoods
of the identity V ⊂ G×H there exists a compact set KV,n ⊂ G×H with

∀λ ∈ Λn, T (λ) ∈ V πh(λ)KV,n

where πh(g) := hπ(g)h−1.

Proof. Let us first prove the case n = 1. Let i : 〈Λ〉 → G denote the inclusion map
and consider the diagonal map i × T : 〈Λ〉 → G × H . The cocycle (i × T ) ◦ αs :
G × Ωext

Λ → G × H is cohomologous to the constant cocycle associated to the
continuous group homomorphism id×π : G → G × H . By Proposition 6 there is
(g, h) ∈ G ×H such that for all neighbourhoods of the identity V ⊂ G ×H there
is a compact subset K ⊂ G×H such that

i× T (Λ) ⊂ V (g, h)Γπ(g
−1, h−1)K = V Γπhπ(g)−1K.

Here, Γπ ⊂ G×H denotes the graph of π (equivalently, the image of id×π). So a
quick computation shows that for all neighbourhoods of the identity W ⊂ H there
is a compact subset KW ⊂ H such that for all λ ∈ Λ we have

T (λ) ∈ Wπhπ(g)−1

(λ)KW .

The case n > 1 follows readily noticing that there is a finite subset F ⊂ 〈Λ〉 such
that Λn ⊂ ΛF . �

Following [33, Def. V.3.5] we will say that a continuous group homomorphism
π : G → H almost extends T if T (γ)π(γ)−1 is centralised by π(G) for all γ ∈ 〈Λ〉.
When H is abelian the error term from Proposition 8 becomes simpler. So we find
that πh almost extends T and the error term is bounded on Λ (in the spirit of the
extension results from [35] and [30]). To deal with the non-commutative case we
first draw another formula from Proposition 8:

Corollary 8. With h given by Proposition 8. Choose γ ∈ 〈Λ〉 and let δ(γ) :=
T (γ)−1πh(γ). Then for all neighbourhoods of the identity V ⊂ H there is a compact
subset K such that

∀g ∈ G, δ(γ)πh(g) ∈ V πh(g)K.

Proof. Take λ ∈ Λ. By Proposition 8 we know that for all neighbourhoods of the
identity W ⊂ H there is a compact subset KW ⊂ H such that

πh(γλ) ∈ W−1T (γλ)K−1
W ⊂ W−1T (γ)Wπh(λ)KWK−1

W .

So for all neighbourhoods of the identity W ′ ⊂ H there is a compact subsetK ′ ⊂ H
such that for all λ ∈ Λ we have

δ(γ)πh(λ) ∈ W ′πh(λ)K ′.
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One can now deduce Corollary 8 from Corollary 1. �

When H acts on a CAT(0) space (see e.g. [12]) this gives strong information on
the action of the error term δ(γ) on the visual boundary:

Proposition 9. Let X be a complete CAT(0) space and suppose that H acts con-
tinuously by isometries on X. Take x0 ∈ X and let Y be the closure of πh(G) · x0

in X∪∂X equipped with the cone topology. Then δ(γ) stabilises Y ∩∂X point-wise.

Proof. Take ξ ∈ Y ∩ ∂X and let (gn)n≥0 be a sequence of elements of G such that
πh(gn) · x0 → ξ as n goes to ∞. Choose a compact neighbourhood of the identity
V ⊂ H and a compact subset K ⊂ H given by Corollary 8. For all n ≥ 0 we
can find vn ∈ V and kn ∈ H such that δ(γ)πh(gn) = vnπ

h(gn)kn. Note that upon
considering sub-sequences we can assume that vn → v ∈ V . We now have

dX(δ(γ)πh(gn) · x0, vnπ
h(gn) · x0) = d(x0, kn · x0)

where dX denotes the distance on X . But πh(gn) · x0 → ξ ∈ ∂X and kn ∈ K
compact so δ(γ) · ξ = v · ξ. As this holds true for any V we find δ(γ) · ξ = ξ. �

Applying the above Proposition 9 to symmetric spaces and Bruhat–Tits buildings
we are able to prove the main result of this section:

Proposition 10. Let l be a local field and assume that H is the group of l-points
of an almost simple algebraic group H defined over l, and that π has unbounded
Zariski-dense image. Then πh almost extends T .

Proof. Fix γ ∈ 〈Λ〉. Let X be: the symmetric space associated to H if l is
Archimedean, or the Bruhat–Tits building associated to H otherwise. Since π(G)
is unbounded and X ∪ ∂X is compact, we know by Proposition 9 that δ(γ) fixes
point-wise a non-empty closed subset Y ⊂ ∂X stable under the action of πh(G).
But the point-wise stabiliser of Y , being the intersection of parabolic subgroups,
is a Zariski-closed proper subgroup of H and it is normalised by πh(G). It is thus
central, and so δ(γ) is central as well. Since this is true for all γ ∈ 〈Λ〉 we find that
πh almost extends T . �

4. Property (T) for Approximate Subgroups

We will now give a tentative definition of Property (T) for approximate sub-
groups. Our main goal in doing so is to prove that ⋆-approximate lattices in Kazh-
dan groups generate a finitely generated subgroup.

4.1. Definition and First Properties. Recall that given a locally compact group
G, a unitary representation (π,H) and a subset Q ⊂ G, a (Q, ǫ)-invariant vector
for some ǫ > 0 is a unit vector ξ ∈ H such that ||π(g)ξ − ξ|| < ǫ for all g ∈ Q. If
there are (Q, ǫ)-invariant vector for all compact subsets Q and all ǫ > 0 we say that
π almost has invariant vectors.

Definition 6 (Property (T) for approximate subgroups). Let Λ be an approximate
subgroup of some discrete group and 〈Λ〉 the group it generates. We say that Λ has
property (T) if there are a finite subset Q ⊂ Λ and ǫ > 0 such that for any unitary
representation (π,Hπ) of 〈Λ〉 that has (Q, ǫ)-invariant vectors there is a unit vector
ξ ∈ Hπ such that π(Λ)(ξ) is totally bounded.
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Equivalence between Definition 6 and the shorter definition given in the intro-
duction is a clear consequence of the following lemma:

Lemma 11. Let Λ be an approximate subgroup in some group, let (π,Hπ) be a
unitary representation of the group 〈Λ〉 it generates and let ξ ⊂ Hπ be any vector.
The following are equivalent:

(1) for all δ > 0 there is an approximate subgroup Λ(δ, ξ) contained in and
commensurable to Λ2 such that for all λ ∈ Λ(δ, ξ) we have ||π(λ)(ξ)−ξ|| < δ;

(2) the subset π(Λ)(ξ) is totally bounded;
(3) there is a sub-representation (σ,Hσ) with ξ ∈ Hσ, and such that σ(Λ) is

totally bounded in the strong topology.

Proof. Let us start with (1) ⇒ (2). Take δ > 0, the subset π(Λ(δ, ξ))(ξ) is contained
in BHπ(ξ, δ) the ball of centre ξ and radius δ. But there is a finite subset Fδ ⊂ Λ3

such that Λ ⊂ FδΛ(δ, ξ) so π(Λ)(ξ) ⊂ π(Fδ)(BHπ(ξ, δ)) ⊂
⋃

f∈Fδ
BHπ(π(f)(ξ), δ).

Therefore, π(Λ)(ξ) is covered by finitely many balls of radius δ. The set π(Λ)(ξ) is
thus totally bounded.

Notice now that for any γ ∈ 〈Λ〉 there is Fγ ⊂ 〈Λ〉 finite such that Λγ ⊂ FγΛ. So
π(Λ)(π(γ)(ξ)) is totally bounded as well. Let (σ,Hσ) denote the sub-representation
of π generated by ξ i.e. Hσ is the closure of the linear span of π(〈Λ〉)(ξ). We know
that π(Λ)(ξ) contains a countable dense subset (it is totally bounded in a metric
space), so we readily check that Hσ contains a countable dense subset (ξn)n≥0 such
that σ(Λ)(ξn) is relatively compact for all n ≥ 0. By the Arzela-Ascoli theorem,
since σ(Λ) is obviously a set of equicontinuous operators, we know that σ(Λ) is
relatively compact in the point-wise topology. So (2) ⇒ (3).

Finally (3)⇒ (1): choose δ > 0 and let Vδ(ξ) be the open subset of U(Hσ) defined
by {T ∈ U(Hσ) | ||T (ξ)− ξ|| < δ }. Then Vδ(ξ) is symmetric and Vδ(ξ)

2 ⊂ V2δ(ξ).
But σ(Λ) is covered by finitely many left-translates of Vδ(ξ). Hence, by the usual
argument Λ2 ∩ V2δ(ξ) is an approximate subgroup commensurable to Λ (see e.g.
[31, §2]). So Λ(2δ, ξ) := Λ2 ∩ V2δ(ξ) works. �

Remark 5. As the proof shows, or since compact metric subsets are separable, we
can always find σ as in (2) such that Hσ is separable.

4.2. Links with Relative Property (T). For illustration purposes, we relate
Definition 6 to the relative property (T) of the pair (〈Λ〉,Λ) (see [16]). Note that
we assume here that Λ is countable, but we will later see that this is always true
(Proposition 13).

Proposition 11. Let Λ be a countable approximate subgroup of some group. We
have:

(1) if Λ has property (T), then (〈Λ〉,Λ) has the relative property (T);
(2) conversely, if Λ generates a lattice in an algebraic group over a local field

and (〈Λ〉,Λ) has the relative property (T), then Λ has property (T);
(3) if G is a locally compact group, N is a closed normal subgroup, (G,N)

has relative property (T), and Γ ⊂ G is a lattice, then there is a compact
subset K ⊂ G such that for any compact neighbourhood of the identity W
containing K the approximate subgroup Γ ∩NW has property (T).

The proof follows from standard methods as found in [16, 2]. We do not include
a proof since we do not use these facts in the following. Note moreover that it
would be interesting to know if a general converse to (1) is true.
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4.3. Heredity. We now turn to the heart of Section 4: we will prove a certain
heredity result about property (T) for ⋆-approximate lattices.

Proposition 12. Let Λ be a ⋆-approximate lattice in a locally compact second
countable group G. The following are equivalent:

(1) G has property (T);
(2) Λ has property (T) for approximate subgroups.

Proof. We begin with (2) ⇒ (1) as the proof will use the ideas of Subsection 4.1.
Let (Q, ǫ) be a Kazhdan pair for Λ and let (π,Hπ) be a unitary representation of
G that admits (Q, ǫ)-invariant vectors. Let ξ ∈ Hπ with π(Λ)(ξ) totally bounded
and (Λ(ξ, δ))δ≥0 be as in Lemma 11 (1) and take δ > 0. Take V ⊂ G open such
that π(V ) ⊂ Vδ/3 := {T ∈ U(Hσ) | ||T (ξ)− ξ|| < δ/3}. By Corollary 1 a finite
number of left-translates of the subset X(δ, ξ) := V Λ(δ/3, ξ)V cover G. But then
for all g ∈ X(δ, ξ) we have ||π(g)ξ−ξ|| ≤ δ. So there is a sub-representation (σ,Hσ)
such that σ(G) is relatively compact by Lemma 11. According to the Peter–Weyl
theorem σ, and hence π, has a finite dimensional sub-representation. But that
means that G has property (T) according to the characterisation of property (T)
from [2, Th.2.12.4].

Conversely, let ν be a proper G-invariant ergodic measure on Ωext
Λ,G, let (Q, ǫ)

be a Kazhdan pair for G and let (π,Hπ) be a unitary representation of 〈Λ〉. Note
that since G is σ-compact ([2, Th.1.3.1]), 〈Λ〉 is countable. So we can assume
that Hπ is separable. Take a Borel section s : Ωext

Λ,G → G as in Definition 5 and

let αs : G × Ωext
Λ,G → 〈Λ〉 be the Borel cocycle defined by g,X 7→ s(gX)−1gs(X)

(Lemma 6). Thanks to the cocycle identity αs(gh,X) = αs(g, hX)αs(h,X) we can
define a unitary representation σ of G on Hσ := L2(Ωext

Λ,G,Hπ; ν) by

σ(g)(f)(X) = π(αs(g
−1, X)−1)(f(g−1X))

(see e.g. [51] for this and more). Arguing exactly as in [51, Th. 9.1.1] we show
that there are a finite subset Q′ ⊂ Λ and ǫ′ > 0 - independent of π - such that if
(π,Hπ) has a (Q′, ǫ′)-invariant vector, then (σ,Hσ) has a (Q, ǫ)-invariant vector. So
suppose from now on that (π,Hπ) has a (Q′, ǫ′)-invariant vector. Since (Q, ǫ) is a
Kazhdan pair for G there is φ ∈ L2(Ωext

Λ,G,Hπ; ν) with norm 1 such that σ(g)(φ) = φ

for all g ∈ G. Therefore, for all g ∈ G and ν-almost all X ∈ Ωext
Λ,G we have

π(αs(g
−1, X)−1)(φ(g−1X)) = φ(X).

Note first that by ergodicity of the action of G on Ωext
Λ,G and since φ has norm 1 we

have that φ(X) has norm 1 in Hπ for ν-almost all X ∈ Ωext
Λ,G. We will now proceed

as in Section 3 to produce a unit vector ξ ∈ Hπ and a sequence of approximate
subgroups (Λ(ξ, δ))δ>0 commensurable to Λ such that π(Λ(ξ, δ))(ξ) ⊂ BHπ(ξ, δ)
where BHπ(ξ, δ) is the ball centred at ξ and of radius δ in Hπ. By Lemma 9 and
since αs takes values in Λ2 there is ξ ∈ Hπ with norm 1 such that for all δ > 0
and ν-almost all X ∈ Ωext

Λ,G we have φ(X) ∈ π(Λ2)(BHπ (ξ, δ)). As in Lemma 10 we

will build fδ : Ωext
Λ,G → G and αfδ defined for all g ∈ G and almost all X ∈ Ωext

Λ,G

by αfδ (g,X) := fδ(gX)−1gfδ(X) such that fδ is Borel, αfδ takes values in Λ6

and π ◦ αfδ takes values in Vδ(ξ) := {T ∈ U(Hπ) | ||T (ξ)− ξ|| < 2δ}. Choose an
enumeration (λn)n≥0 of Λ2 and for every X such that φ(X) ∈ π(Λ2)(BHπ (ξ, δ)) set

n(X) := inf{n ∈ N|φ(X) ∈ π(λn)(BHπ (ξ, δ))}.



24 APPROXIMATE LATTICES IN HIGHER-RANK SEMI-SIMPLE GROUPS

Then the map hδ : X 7→ λ−1
n(X) is well-defined ν-almost everywhere and Borel.

Now, for all g ∈ G and ν-almost all X , hδ is defined at both X and g−1X . Thus,
π(hδ(X))(φ(X)) ∈ BHπ(ξ, δ) and π(hδ(g

−1X))(φ(g−1X)) ∈ BHπ(ξ, δ). But

π(αs(g
−1, X)−1)(φ(g−1X)) = φ(X),

so
π(αfδ (g

−1, X)−1)(π(hδ(g
−1X))(φ(g−1X))) = π(hδ(X))(φ(X))

where fδ(X) := s(X)hδ(X)−1. In other words, for all g ∈ G and ν-almost all X ,

π(αfδ (g
−1, X)−1)(BHπ (ξ, δ)) ∩BHπ(ξ, δ) 6= ∅.

This implies π(αfδ (g
−1, X)−1) ∈ Vδ.

Now, according to Proposition 7 applied to αfδ and the constant map ∆ : X 7→
Vδ(ξ) we find that there is F ⊂ Λ finite such that π(Λ) ⊂ V2δ(ξ)π(F ). So Λ(2δ, ξ) :=
Λ2∩π−1(V2δ(ξ)) and ξ are as in Lemma 11 (1) and, hence, Λ has property (T ). �

4.4. Finite Generation. It is well-known that property (T) for groups implies
finite generation (see e.g. [2]). We will show in the same spirit that:

Proposition 13. If an approximate subgroup Λ of some discrete group has property
(T) then the subgroup 〈Λ〉 it generates is finitely generated. More precisely, if (Q, ǫ)
is any Kazhdan pair, then Λ is covered by finitely many left translates of the subgroup
∆ generated by Q.

Proof. Let (Q, ǫ) be a Kazhdan pair and let ∆ denote the subgroup generated by
Q. Then the indicator function 1∆ is a (Q, ǫ)-invariant vector of the quasi-regular
representation (π, L2(〈Λ〉/∆)). So, by Lemma 11, we can find φ ∈ L2(〈Λ〉/∆) with
norm 1 and (Λ(δ, φ))δ>0 a family of approximate subgroups contained in Λ2 and
commensurable to Λ such that ||π(λ)(φ) − φ|| < δ for all δ > 0 and λ ∈ Λ(δ, φ).
Now let p : 〈Λ〉 → 〈Λ〉/∆ denote the natural projection. Take γ ∈ 〈Λ〉 such that
φ(p(γ)) = α > 0. So for all λ ∈ Λ(α/2, φ) we have |φ(p(λ−1γ)) − φ(p(γ))| ≤
||π(λ)(φ)−φ|| < α/2, meaning p

(
λ−1γ

)
∈ φ−1([α/2;+∞)). Since φ−1([α/2;+∞))

is finite, we can find a finite set F of representatives of φ−1([α/2;+∞)) in 〈Λ〉.
Then λ−1γ∆ ∩ F∆ 6= ∅ and Λ(α/2, φ) is contained in F∆γ−1. But γ−1Λ(α/2, φ)γ
is commensurable with Λ. So there is a finite subset F ′ ⊂ 〈Λ〉 such that Λ ⊂
F ′γ−1Λ(α/2, φ)γ. Thus,

Λ ⊂ F ′γ−1Λ(α/2, φ)γ ⊂ F ′γ−1F∆.

�

As a corollary, we prove Theorem 5:

Proof of Theorem 5. According to Proposition 12 we know that Λ has property
(T). So 〈Λ〉 is finitely generated as a consequence of Proposition 13. �

5. Superrigidity and Arithmeticity

From now on let A be a finite set, let (kα)α∈A be a family of local fields of
characteristic 0 and let (Gα)α∈A be a family of almost simple algebraic groups
defined over kα with kα-rank ≥ 2. We will moreover suppose that the Gα’s are
absolutely almost simple. For any subset B ⊂ A set GB :=

∏
α∈B Gα(kα) and let

pB : GA → GB denote the natural map. Moreover, for all α ∈ A let Gα denote
Gα(kα) and let pα denote p{α}.
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5.1. Superrigidity in Bounded Dimension. For any local field l of character-
istic 0 we let p(l) denote the unique element of P ∪ {∞} (the set of prime numbers
together with {∞}) such that l is a finite extension of the p(l)-adic field Qp(l) (where
Q∞ := R).

Proposition 14. Let Λ be a ⋆-approximate lattice in GA and T : 〈Λ〉 → H(l) be a
group homomorphism towards the l-points of an affine l-group H. We have:

(1) if p(kα) 6= p(l) for all α ∈ A, then T (Λ) is a relatively compact subset of
H(l);

(2) if H is an absolutely almost simple algebraic group defined over l, T (Λ) is
not relatively compact in H(l) and for every α ∈ A such that p(kα) = p(l),
dim(Gα) ≥ dim(H), then there is a continuous group homomorphism π :
GA → H(l) that almost extends T .

Proof. Let ν be an ergodic proper G-invariant Borel probability measure on Ωext
Λ .

Let s be a Borel section of Ωext
Λ and αs(g,X) := s(gX)−1gs(X) for all g ∈ G and

ν-almost all X ∈ Ωext
Λ . Consider the Borel cocycle T ◦ αs : GA × Ωext

Λ → H(l). Let
L be the algebraic hull of T ◦ αs ([51, Prop. 9.2.1]) and let β : GA × Ωext

Λ → H(l)
be a Borel cocycle cohomologous to T ◦ αs that takes values in L(l). Let F ⋉ U be
a Levi decomposition of L with F reductive and U unipotent. Let p : L(l) → F(l)
be the natural map. Then the algebraic hull of p ◦ β : GA × Ωext

Λ → F(l) is
F. Indeed, otherwise there would exist a proper l-subgroup F′ and a Borel map
ψ : Ωext

Λ → F(l) such that for all g ∈ GA and ν-almost every X ∈ Ωext
Λ we have

ψ(gX) (p ◦ β) (g,X)ψ(X)−1 ∈ F′(l). Taking a Borel map ψ̃ : Ωext
Λ → L(l) such that

p ◦ ψ̃ = ψ we would have for all g ∈ GA and ν-almost every X ∈ Ωext
Λ that

ψ̃(gX)β(g,X)ψ̃(X)−1 ∈ (F′ ⋉U) (l) ( L(l).

A contradiction. Thus, the cocycle p ◦β has a reductive algebraic hull. By [22, Th.
3.16] there are a continuous group homomorphism π : GA → F(l) and a cocycle
z : GA × Ωext

Λ → F(l) that takes values in a compact subgroup centralising π(GA)
such that p ◦ β is cohomologous to the cocycle defined ν-almost everywhere by
g,X 7→ π(g)z(g,X).

Suppose first that p(kα) 6= p(l) for all α ∈ A. Then π is trivial according to [33,
I.2.6.1, (i)]. So p ◦ β is cohomologous to a cocycle that takes values in a compact
subgroup of F(l). Reasoning as above we see that β is cohomologous to a cocycle
that takes values in an amenable subgroup. By [51, Th. 9.1.1] we thus have that
β is cohomologous to a cocycle that takes values in a compact subgroup of H(l).
Whence T ◦αs is cohomologous to a cocycle that takes values in a compact subgroup
of H(l). By Corollary 7 the subset T (Λ) is relatively compact in H(l).

Suppose now that the assumptions of (2) are satisfied. If π is trivial, then as
above we conclude that T (Λ) is relatively compact in H(l). Otherwise according
to [33, I.2.6.2] the Zariski closure of π(GA) is semi-simple. Moreover, one can
see applying [33, I.2.6.1,(iii)] again that dim(Gα) ≤ dim(F) for some α ∈ A with
p(kα) = p(l). As a consequence, we have the equality dim(F) = dim(H) and this
yields H = L = F since H is connected. So p = id and p ◦ β = β. So π almost
extends T according to Proposition 10. �

5.2. Compact Finiteness. We prove now a general finiteness property of compact
images of approximate groups.
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Proposition 15. Let Λ be an approximate subgroup of some discrete group. Take
a family F of group homomorphisms τ : 〈Λ〉 → Hτ with Hτ a locally compact

group, τ(〈Λ〉) dense and τ(Λ) compact with non-empty interior. Suppose moreover
that Hτ contains a closed non-discrete non-compact topologically simple subgroup
Sτ contained in all non-trivial normal subgroups. Then there is F ′ ⊂ F finite such
that:

(1) for any group homomorphism σ : 〈Λ〉 → G ∈ F there is τ : 〈Λ〉 → H ∈ F ′

and a continuous group homomorphism ψ : H → G such that ψ ◦ τ = σ;

(2) the intersection τF ′(Λ2) ∩ ∏
τ∈F ′ Sτ is a neighbourhood of the identity in∏

τ∈F ′ Sτ where τF ′ :=
∏

τ∈F ′ τ .

Proof. For any X ⊂ F write HX :=
∏

τ∈X Hτ , τX :=
∏

τ∈X τ : 〈Λ〉 → HX the

diagonal map and pX : HF → HX the natural projection. Since τF (Λ) ⊂ HF

is a compact approximate subgroup, there is a topology on the subgroup L it
generates finer than the induced topology, with L locally compact and τF (Λ2) =: V
a neighbourhood of the identity (see [31, Th. 4.1]). From now on, we will consider L
equipped with this topology. Note that the restriction to L of the natural projection
HF → HX is continuous with respect to that topology. Furthermore, for every
τ ∈ F one sees that L projects surjectively to Hτ - indeed, the projection contains
τ(Λ), which has non-empty interior, and τ(〈Λ〉), which is dense.

Write Nτ ≤ L the kernel of L → Hτ . We claim that there is a finite subset
X ⊂ F such that

⋂
τ∈X Nτ = {e}. Indeed, choose a symmetric relatively compact

open neighbourhood W of the identity in L. Write K := VW 2V \ W . Since
both V and W are relatively compact and W is open, K is compact. Moreover,
K ∩ ⋂

τ∈F Nτ = ∅ so K ∩ ⋂
τ∈X Nτ = ∅ for some finite subset X ⊂ F . Let us

consider the subset C := W ∩ ⋂
τ∈X Nτ . Note first that C is a symmetric subset

that is open in
⋂

τ∈X Nτ . Take g, h ∈ C, then

gh ∈ W 2 ∩
⋂

τ∈X

Nτ ⊂
(
W ∪

(
W 2 \W

))
∩

⋂

τ∈X

Nτ ⊂ (W ∪K) ∩
⋂

τ∈X

Nτ = C,

where the last inequality is a consequence of K ∩ ⋂
τ∈X Nτ = ∅. We have thus

shown that C is a subgroup. Similarly, if g ∈ C and h ∈ V , then

hgh−1 ∈ (W ∪ (VWV \W )) ∩
⋂

τ∈X

Nτ ⊂ (W ∪K) ∩
⋂

τ∈X

Nτ = C.

So C is normalised by V and, hence, by 〈V 〉 = L. Now, C is an open subgroup
of

⋂
τ∈X Nτ contained in W , so it is compact in L. Therefore, for all τ ∈ F the

projection Cτ of C to Hτ is a compact normal subgroup. If it were non-trivial,
Cτ would contain Sτ which would contradict its compactness. So Cτ = {e} and,
thus, C = {e}. In other words, the closed normal subgroup

⋂
τ∈X Nτ is discrete in

L which is compactly generated. So
⋂

τ∈X Nτ is countable. For all τ ∈ F , if the
projection of

⋂
τ∈X Nτ to Hτ were non-trivial, then it would contain Sτ and would

be uncountable. So the projection of
⋂

τ∈X Nτ to Hτ is trivial for all τ ∈ F . So⋂
τ∈X Nτ = {e} and the claim is proved.
Take X ⊂ F of minimal cardinality with

⋂
τ∈X Nτ = {e} and write LX :=

pX(L). By minimality ofX we know that LX∩Hτ is non-trivial for all τ ∈ X . Since
L projects surjectively to Hτ , we have that LX ∩Hτ is normal in Hτ . So LX ∩Hτ

contains Sτ . As a consequence,
∏

τ∈X Sτ ⊂ LX . Now, τX(Λ2) is a neighbourhood

of the identity in LX , so τX(Λ2) ∩∏
τ∈X Sτ is a neighbourhood of the identity in
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∏
τ∈X Sτ and, hence, X satisfies (2). Take now σ /∈ X . Since the projection of

pX∪{σ}(L) to LX has trivial kernel, by Goursat’s lemma pX∪{σ}(L) must be the
graph of a group homomorphism π : LX → Hσ. Since pX∪{σ}(L) is Borel, π is
continuous ([51, App. A]) where we consider on LX the topology inherited from L.
Furthermore, by construction, π satisfies π ◦ τX = σ and π(LX) = Hσ. We wish
to show now that π factors through one of the projections pτ : LX → Hτ for some
τ ∈ X . Take τ1, τ2 ∈ X such that π(Hτ1 ∩LX) and π(Hτ2 ∩LX) are non-trivial. For
i = 1, 2, π(Hτi∩LX) is normal inHσ. So it contains Sσ. If τ1 6= τ2, then π(Hτ1∩LX)
and π(Hτ2 ∩ LX) commute. In particular, Sσ is abelian. This contradicts that Sσ

is topologically simple and infinite. So τ1 = τ2. As a consequence, there is τσ ∈ X
such that for all τ ∈ X \ {τσ} we have π(Hτ ∩LX) = {e}. Since pτσ(LX) = Hτσ , π
thus factors through pτσ and yields a continuous group isomorphism ψ : Hτσ → Hσ

such that π = ψ ◦ pτσ . Therefore, we have

σ = π ◦ τX = ψ ◦ pτσ ◦ τX = ψ ◦ τσ.
So (1) is satisfied as well and F ′ := X works. �

Let k be a local field of characteristic 0 and H be an absolutely simple (centreless)
algebraic group defined over k. A fundamental result due to Borel and Tits (see
[33, §I.1.5 and §I.2.3] and [8] for this and more) asserts that the subgroup H(k)+

generated by all the unipotent elements in H(k) is a closed normal simple subgroup
and every non-trivial normal subgroup of H(k) contains H(k)+ (In fact, H(k)+ is
contained in any non-trivial normal subgroup of any non-compact open subgroup
of H(k)). Since k has characteristic 0, the subgroup H(k)+ is moreover open, has
finite index and is the minimal non-compact open subgroup of H(k) ([8, 9.10]).
Along with Lemma 12 below, this fact will allow us to use Proposition 15 in the
proof of Theorem 2.

Lemma 12. Let k be a local field of characteristic 0 and let G be an absolutely
simple (centreless) algebraic group defined over k. Let Λ be an infinite compact
approximate subgroup of G := G(k) such that 〈Λ〉 is unbounded and Zariski-dense.
Then there are a closed subfield k′ ⊂ k and an absolutely almost simple algebraic
group L defined over k′ such that:

(1) L(k) = G(k);
(2) Λ2 is a neighbourhood of the identity in L(k′).

In addition, TrAdΛ ⊂ k′.

Obtaining information regarding traces of adjoints is often a key step towards
arithmeticity results. Here as well, the values of these traces will play a crucial
role. We refer to [33, §I.1.4], [51, Lem. 6.1.6] and [50] and references therein for
background and more.

Proof. We know that k is a finite extension of a local subfield k0 isomorphic to either
R or Qp for some prime number p. Write H := Rk/k0

GWeil’s restriction of scalars of
G and recall that H is a simple algebraic group defined over k0 such that H(k0) = G
(see [33, §I.1.7]). We will exploit the following observation: let L ⊂ G(= H(k0)) be
a Zariski-closed subgroup for the k0-structure and suppose that L is Zariski-dense
in the k-structure (i.e. in G(k)), then the Zariski-connected component of L is

simple. Indeed, if R denotes the radical of L, then the Zariski-closure R
k
of R in

the k-structure (i.e. in G(k)) is a Zariski-closed soluble subgroup of G(= G(k)). It
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is moreover normalised by L, so R
k
is normal in G. By assumption, R

k
is trivial.

So R is trivial. Hence, the connected component of the identity L is semi-simple.
Similar arguments show that it has at most one simple factor and is centreless.

Now consider Λ in G seen as a k0-Lie group. Let g denote the k0-Lie algebra of G.
According to [31, Th. 1.4], we can associate with Λ a non-trivial Lie subalgebra l of
g stable under Ad(〈Λ〉). The stabiliser L of l is a subgroup of G that is Zariski-closed
in the k0-structure. Since it contains 〈Λ〉, L is also Zariski-dense in the k-structure.
By the above paragraph, its Zariski-connected component L0 is simple. But the
k0-Lie subalgebra of L contains l as an ideal. By simplicity, l is therefore the Lie
subalgebra of L. According to [31, Th. 1.4], we find that L0∩Λ2 is a neighbourhood
of the identity in L0 and, hence, L (with the Hausdorff topology).

By [33, §I.1.7] now, there exists a local field k′ and an absolutely simple algebraic
group L defined over k′ such that L0 = L(k′). Since L0 is non-compact - because
it is a finite index subgroup of L which contains the unbounded subgroup 〈Λ〉 -
and both L0 and G(k) are centreless, we can apply a result of Borel and Tits (see
[33, Thm. I.1.8.1]) which allows us to assume that we have chosen k′ and L such
that k′ is a closed subfield of k and L = G as algebraic groups over k. Moreover,
the normaliser of L(k′) in L(k) is L(k′) itself (e.g. [33, Lem. VII.6.2]). And so
Λ ⊂ L(k′). In particular, TrAdΛ ⊂ k′ (by e.g. [33, I.1.4.8], see also the elementary
explanation in the proof of [51, Lem. 6.1.6] in the case k0 = R). �

5.3. Arithmeticity. We will proceed by induction on the cardinality of A. To do
so we will need the following lemma about reduction of ⋆-approximate lattices:

Lemma 13. Let Λ be a ⋆-approximate lattice in GA:

(1) take γ ∈ 〈Λ〉 non-central and Bγ := {α ∈ A|pα(γ) non-central}, then
pBγ (Λ) is a ⋆-approximate lattice;

(2) take B ⊂ A, if pB(Λ) is a ⋆-approximate lattice, then pA\B(Λ) is a ⋆-
approximate lattice.

Proof. First of all, for g ∈ GA and f centralisingGA\Bγ
we have gfg−1 = pBγ (g)fpBγ (g)

−1.
Let N be the normal subgroup of 〈Λ〉 generated by γ. Since 〈Λ〉 has property (S)
([31, Prop. 6.5]), the Borel density theorem yields CGA(N) = GA\Bγ

× ZBγ where
CGA(·) is the centraliser in GA and ZBγ is the centre of GBγ . There is thus F ⊂ N
finite such that CGA(F ) = GA\Bγ

× ZBγ . Take n ≥ 0 such that F ⊂ Λn. There is

a neighbourhood U ⊂ GBγ of {e} such that Λn+4∩UfU−1 = {f} for all f ∈ F . So

λfλ−1 = f if f ∈ F and λ ∈ Λ2 ∩ p−1
Bγ

(U). Hence, pBγ (Λ
2) ∩ U ⊂ ZBγ so pBγ (Λ)

is uniformly discrete. Now (1) follows from Corollary 2. If pB(Λ) is locally finite,
then Λ2 ∩ GA\B is a ⋆-approximate lattice in GA\B by Corollary 2. We can thus

find γ ∈ Λ2 ∩ GA\B such that Bγ = A \ B (e.g. Corollary 1). So (2) follows from
(1). �

Proof of Theorem 2. First of all, using Weil’s restriction of scalars there is for every
α a finite extension k′α of kα and an absolutely almost simple k′α group G′

α of k′α-
rank at least 2 such that Gα(kα) = G′

α(k
′
α) ([33, §I.1.7]). So we can assume that

the groups Gα are absolutely almost simple. The crux of the proof is to establish
the following claim:

Claim 1. There is H a finite product of groups of points of simple centreless
algebraic groups over local fields of characteristic 0 and a group homomorphism
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τ : 〈Λ〉 → H such that τ(Λ) is relatively compact and topologically generates an
open finite index subgroup, and the image of the diagonal map 〈Λ〉 → GA × H is
discrete.

Let us explain why the claim is sufficient. Since Λ is a ⋆-approximate lattice
and is contained in the projection M to GA of id×τ(〈Λ〉) ∩ GA × W0 for some
compact neighbourhood of the identity W0 ⊂ H , the subgroup Γτ := id×τ(〈Λ〉) is
a lattice (Lemma 5). So Λ is contained in and commensurable to the model set M
by Corollary 4.

Furthermore, we only need to establish the claim when the Gα’s are centreless.
Indeed, for α ∈ A write Gad

α the adjoint of Gα. Then the natural map π : GA →
Gad

A :=
∏

α∈A Gad
α (kα) is a continuous group homomorphism with finite kernel and

finite index range. Therefore, π(Λ) is a ⋆-approximate lattice in the group Gad
A

(Corollary 2). Suppose we can find τ : 〈π(Λ)〉 → H as in Claim 1 applied to π(Λ).
Then τ ◦π(Λ) is relatively compact and topologically generates an open finite index
subgroup. Moreover, the graph Γτ◦π of τ ◦ π is equal to (π × id)−1 (id×τ(〈π(Λ)〉))
which must be discrete because π has finite kernel and id×τ(〈π(Λ)〉) is discrete.
From now on, we will therefore make the assumption that the Gα’s are centreless.

We will prove the claim by induction on |A|. If |A| = 0 the result is obvious.
Suppose now that |A| ≥ 1. If there is a proper non-trivial subset B ⊂ A such that
pB(Λ) is a ⋆-approximate lattice, then pA\B(Λ) is a ⋆-approximate lattice as well by
Lemma 13. Applying Claim 1 to both pB(Λ) and pA\B(Λ) and taking the Cartesian
product gives H and τ as in Claim 1 except that τ(Λ) might not topologically
generate a finite index open subgroup of H :=

∏
i∈I Hi where the Hi’s are the

simple factors of H . However, at the very least the projection of τ(Λ) to any simple
factor Hi topologically generates an open finite index subgroup of Hi according to
the induction hypothesis. Thanks to part (2) of Proposition 15 we will now be able
to conclude. Indeed, for all i ∈ I let τi : 〈Λ〉 → Hi be the composition of the map

τ with the natural projection H → Hi. Define F := {τi : 〈Λ〉 → 〈Λ〉|i ∈ I}. Notice
that for all i ∈ I, since Hτi := 〈Λ〉 is a finite index subgroup of Hi, the subgroup
Sτi := H+

i generated by the unipotent elements of Hi is contained in all non-trivial
normal subgroups of Hτi (see the paragraph below the proof of Proposition 15). So
let F ′ ⊂ F be given by Proposition 15 applied to F and let J ⊂ I be the subset of
indices of elements in F ′. Write pJ : H → ∏

j∈J Hj the natural projection. Then

pJ ◦ τ satisfies all the conditions of Claim 1. In particular, pJ ◦ τ(〈Λ〉) contains the
finite index open subgroup

∏
j∈J H+

j by (2) of Proposition 15; by (1) there is a

continuous group homomorphism ψ :
∏

j∈J Hj → H such that τ = ψ ◦pJ ◦ τ . Since
the graph of τ is discrete, so is the graph of pJ ◦ τ .

Suppose otherwise that there is no such B. According to part (1) of Lemma
13 the projection of 〈Λ〉 to any factor is injective. It has property (S) by [31,
Prop. 6.5] and, thus, is Zariski-dense according to the Borel density theorem.
Choose α with dim(Gα) minimal. According to Theorem 5 the group 〈Λ〉 is finitely
generated. Therefore the set {TrAd pαγ|γ ∈ 〈Λ〉} generates a finitely generated
field K. According to [50] and [33, §I.1.7] we can identity Gα with the kα-points of
an absolutely simple algebraic group H defined over K such that pα(〈Λ〉) ⊂ H(K)
(recall that Gα is centreless, and so is H). Let F be the family {σ̂|pα(〈Λ〉) →
Hσ(k)}σ where σ : K → k runs through the classes of field embeddings with k local,
σ(K) dense and such that the natural map σ̂ : pα (〈Λ〉) → Hσ(k) has non-compact
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image but sends Λ to a relatively compact set. Here, two embeddings σ1 : K → k1
and σ2 : K → k2 are identified if there exists a continuous isomorphism of fields
φ : k1 → k2 such that σ2 = φ ◦ σ1. We wish now to apply Proposition 15. By the
paragraph following Proposition 15, for every σ̂ : pα (〈Λ〉) → Hσ(k) ∈ F , we can
choose the subgroup Hσ(k)+ generated by the unipotent elements as the subgroup
Sσ̂. To be able to apply Proposition 15 we will show that σ̂ ◦ pα(Λ) has non-empty
interior. First of all, if σ̂ ◦ pα(Λ) is finite, then pα(Λ) is finite. Since the restriction
of pα to Λ is injective, this implies that Λ itself is finite. A contradiction. So

σ̂ ◦ pα(Λ) is infinite and compact. Now H and, hence, Hσ are assumed absolutely

simple (thus, centreless). By Lemma 12, if σ̂ ◦ pα(Λ) has empty interior, then there
is a proper closed subfield k′ ⊂ k such that σ (TrAd pα(〈Λ〉)) = TrAd σ̂ ◦pα(〈Λ〉) ⊂
k′. But TrAd pα(〈Λ〉) generates K which has dense image in k. Contradicting

that k′ is a proper subfield of k. So σ̂ ◦ pα(Λ) indeed has non-empty interior in

Hσ(k). In particular, Hσ̂ := σ̂ ◦ pα(〈Λ〉) is an open non-compact subgroup of
Hσ(k) - so every non-trivial normal subgroup of Hσ̂ contains Sσ̂ = Hσ(k)+ by the
paragraph following Proposition 15. Hence, Proposition 15 applied to F provides
a finite subset F ′ ⊂ F . Write H :=

∏
〈Λ〉→Hσ(k)∈F ′ Hσ(k) and let τ : 〈Λ〉 → H

be the natural map. Suppose that id×τ(〈Λ〉) ⊂ GA ×H is not discrete. There is
then an infinite subset X ⊂ 〈Λ〉 such that id×τ(X) is bounded in GA × H . But
by [10, Lem. 2.1] there is σ : K → k with k local, σ(K) dense and σ̂ ◦ pα(X)
unbounded. Now, either σ̂ ◦ pα(Λ) is unbounded or it is bounded. If σ̂ ◦ pα(Λ)
is unbounded, by Proposition 14, σ̂ ◦ pα almost extends to a continuous group
homomorphism φ : GA → Hσ(k). In fact, σ̂ ◦ pα extends since Hσ(k) is centreless.
Thus, σ̂ ◦ pα(X) = φ(X). But X is a relatively compact subset of GA, so φ(X) is a
relatively compact subset of Hσ(k), contradicting that σ̂ ◦ pα(X) is unbounded. If
now σ̂ ◦ pα(Λ) is bounded, then by Proposition 15 we can find a continuous group
homomorphism π : H → Hσ(k) such that (σ̂ ◦ pα)|〈Λ〉 = π ◦ τ . By our assumption
τ(X) is a relatively compact subset of H , so π(τ(X)) = σ̂ ◦ pα(X) is a relatively
compact subset Hσ(k). Again, we reach a contradiction. Therefore, there can be
no infinite subset X of 〈Λ〉 with id×τ(X) bounded in GA × H i.e. id×τ(〈Λ〉) is
discrete. �

Proof of Theorem 1. We apply Theorem 2 and get B, (kβ)β∈B, kβ-groups (Hβ)β∈B

and a lattice Γ in G(R)×∏
β∈B Hβ(kβ). If we take B minimal, then Γ is irreducible.

Let v0 denote the usual Archimedean place on R. According to Margulis’ arith-
meticity theorem [33, IX.1], we can assume that there are a number field K ⊂ R,
pairwise inequivalent places {vβ}β∈B of K that are all inequivalent to the restric-
tion of v0 and containing all the Archimedean places inequivalent to v0, a K-group
G′ with G′(R) = G(R) such that: 〈Λ〉 is contained in G′(K); Hβ(kβ) = G′(Kvβ );
and Γ is commensurable to G′(OK) via the diagonal embedding. We may identify
G′ with a K-subgroup of SLn(OK) in such a way that G′(OK) is G′(K)∩GLn(OK).
For every β ∈ B, we can define the subset

Uβ := {g ∈ SLn(Kvβ )|g − I, g−1 − I have entries in Oβ}
where Oβ is the (closed) unit ball of Kvβ . Then Uβ is a symmetric compact neigh-
bourhood of the identity in SLn(Kvβ ). Write pβ : SLn(K) → SLn(Kvβ ) and notice

that G′(PVS(K)) is equal to G′(OK) ∩ ⋂
β∈B p−1

β (Uβ) (see Subsection 2.1). By

Theorem 2 now, pβ(Λ) is a relatively compact subset of SLn(Kvβ ) and, thus, is
covered by finitely many translates of Uβ . Furthermore, if pB denotes the diagonal
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map G′(OK) → ∏
β∈B SLn(Kvβ ) defined by γ 7→ (pβ(γ))β∈B, then pB(Λ) is covered

by finitely many translates of the neighbourhood
∏

β∈B Uβ . Therefore, Λ is covered

by finitely many translates of p−1
B (

∏
β∈B Uβ) (see [31, Lem. 3.1] for details). Since

p−1
B (

∏

β∈B

Uβ) = G′(OK) ∩
⋂

β∈B

p−1
β (Uβ) = G′(PVS(K)),

we conclude that Λ and G′(PVS(K)) are commensurable thanks to Corollary 4. �

Finally, we deduce a posteriori a superrigidity theorem without assumptions on
the dimension of the target group.

Proof of Theorem 4. Let T : 〈Λ〉 → L(k). Take B finite, characteristic 0 local fields
(kβ)β∈B, simple kβ-groups (Hβ)β∈B, a lattice Γ ⊂ GA × ∏

β∈B Hβ(kβ) given by

Theorem 2. Identify 〈Λ〉 with Γ. According to Margulis’ superrigidity there is a
continuous group homomorphism π : GA ×∏

β∈B Hβ(kβ) → L(k) that extends T .
Moreover, we know that π factors though the natural projection to one of the simple
factors of GA×∏

β∈B Hβ(kβ). But π(Λ) = T (Λ) is unbounded, so π factors through

the natural projection pα : GA × ∏
β∈B Hβ(kβ) → Gα(kα) for some α ∈ A. In

particular, π factors through the natural projection pA : GA×∏
β∈B Hβ(kβ) → GA.

We thus have a continuous group homomorphism GA → L(k) that extends T . �

6. Further Discussion

6.1. Quantitative information. Suppose that Λ is a ⋆-approximate lattice in the
R-pointsG of a simple algebraic group as in Theorem 1, and that Λ is l-approximate
for some integer l. Then, by Theorem 1, there are a number field K ⊂ R and a
K-group H such that H(R) = G and Λ is commensurable to H(PVS(K)).

According to [31, Lem. 2.3], the subset Λ′ := Λ2 ∩H(OK) is an l3-approximate
subgroup commensurable to H(PVS(K)). Let v0 denote the place of K coming
from the inclusion K ⊂ R. And write δ : H(OK) → ∏

v H(Kv) the diagonal map
where the product runs over all Archimedean places that are not equivalent to v0
and such that H(Kv) is not compact. By weak approximation (e.g. [33, II.6.8])

we know that δ(H(PVS(K)) has non-empty interior, and, hence, A := δ(Λ′) has

non-empty interior too since finitely many left-translates of A cover δ(H(PVS(K)).
So A is a compact l3-approximate subgroup whose interior is not empty.

Let H denote the Lie group
∏

v H(Kv), let L be a maximal compact subgroup
and choose a Haar measure µ. Note that if Λ is not commensurable to a lattice in
G, then this product is not empty and H has positive dimension. By [26] we know
that µ(A2)1/ dimH/L ≥ 2µ(A)1/ dimH/L. But A is an l3-approximate subgroup,
so we have µ(A2) ≤ l3µ(A). Therefore, log l3 ≥ dimH/L. But we note that

dimH ≤ (dimH/L)
2
(by the classification of simple Lie groups for instance). So

log l3 ≥
√
dimH and 9 log2 l ≥ dimH .

We note finally that dimH is bounded below by

dimG (|{Archimedean places v of K s.t. H(Kv) non-compact }| − 1) .

So we have proved the first inequality. The second inequality then follows from [33,
I.3.2.1] and [5, Prop. 2.13.(iii)-(iv)].
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