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Abstract: We consider a scalar QED (quantum electrodynamics) model for the frictional force and
the momentum fluctuations of a polarizable particle in thermal equilibrium with radiation or in
hyperbolic motion in a vacuum. In the former case the loss of particle kinetic energy due to the
frictional force is compensated by the increase in kinetic energy associated with the momentum
diffusion, resulting in the Planck distribution when it is assumed that the average kinetic energy
satisfies the equipartition theorem. For hyperbolic motion in vacuum the frictional force and the
momentum diffusion are similarly consistent with an equilibrium with a Planckian distribution at
the temperature T = ha/2mkpc. The quantum fluctuations of the momentum imply that it is only the
average acceleration a that is constant when the particle is subject to a constant applied force.

Keywords: scalar quantum electrodynamics; Einstein-Hopf model; hyperbolic motion; Davies-Unruh
temperature

1. Introduction

The question of whether there is radiation from a uniformly accelerated oscillator in
vacuum continues to be of interest [1] (and refernces therein). In this paper, we revisit the
question within the context of a 2D (2-dimensional) scalar QED (quantum electrodynamics)
model [2,3]. Our approach differs from previous study with this model in that we focus on
the force on the particle and its momentum fluctuations as it exchanges energy with the
field. Since it is well established that the particle will perceive itself to be in a field with
a Planck distribution at a temperature T = hia/27tkpc, where a is the acceleration, 7 is the
reduced Planck constant, c is the speed of light, and kp is the Boltzmann constant [4,5], we
first consider, within the 2D scalar QED model, a polarizable particle in equilibrium with
thermal radiation in the absence of any external force that would accelerate the particle.
We follow the original approach of Einstein and Hopf [6] and later Einstein [7] in which it
is shown that the frictional force and the momentum diffusion experienced by the particle
are consistent with the Planck distribution for the field. The 2D scalar QED model exhibits
the basic physics of the problem while permitting some simplification compared to the
complete QED theory [8,9].

Essentially the same approach in the case of a uniformly accelerated particle in vac-
uum yields the expected result: the particle undergoes a frictional force and momentum
fluctuations as if it were in thermal equilibrium at the temperature T = ha/27mtkgc. The
result for the momentum fluctuations seems particularly interesting in the way that the
Bose-Einstein form of the fluctuations emerges. The coupling of the particle to the quan-
tum field results in quantum fluctuations about its classical hyperbolic trajectory. These
fluctuations are superposed on an otherwise uniformly accelerated motion.

In the following Section we present the basic equations of motion needed for our
analysis. In Section 3 we derive, based on the Lorentz transformation of the spectral energy
density of the field, the frictional force on a polarizable particle in a field of blackbody
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radiation, and in Section 4 we derive the momentum fluctuations experienced by such a
particle. The expressions obtained for the frictional force and the momentum fluctuations
are shown to be consistent with a Planck distribution for the spectral energy density of
the field. In Section 5 we extend these considerations to the case of hyperbolic motion in a
vacuum. Our results are summarized in Section 6.

2. Hamiltonian and Equations of Motion

We consider a point particle interacting with a (1 + 1)D scalar field , ¢(y,t), with y
the coordinate and t the time, via a harmonically bound charged oscillator, as shown in
Figure 1. The Lagrangian of the system is [10]

S = 2+ [ dy[(@u(y, )7 ~ (0yp(y,0)* + egly, )35y V). 1)

P(y,t)

e "

Figure 1. Schematic representation of a point particle of mass M and harmonically bound oscillator
with a charge ¢ and mass m. The charged oscillator moves along the x-axis with a frequency wy
and interacts with a scalar field ¢(y, ) at y = Y, where Y is the center-of-mass position of the point
particle. See text for more details.

Here, M denotes the mass of the particle, m and e are the mass and charge of the
oscillator, respectively, wy is the resonant frequency of the oscillator, 9, = 9/9da, §(-) is
the Dirac delta function, and the dot over a letter denotes the time derivative. We denote
the center-of-mass position of the particle by Y(¢) and the charged oscillator coordinate
by x(t). The charged oscillator interacts with the field and its y coordinate is constrained
to be at Y(t). The bilinear coupling term is motivated by the minimal coupling form of
interaction, considering that one can draw a correspondence between ¢ and the vector
potential, as discussed in similar models used in microscopic descriptions of mirrors and
optomechanics [10-12]. Defining the canonical conjugate momenta associated with the
various degrees of freedom as P, = MY, p, = mx +e¢p(Y,t) and I1(y,t) = ¢(y,t), we
obtain the corresponding Hamiltonian in the minimal coupling form as

1 1
H= Pyz/ZM + Emw%xz + %[px —ep(Y, 1)) + Y hwyatay, ()
k
with
Ky ik 2k \ 12
0,1) = DGl +ai(ne ™), o= (27) ©
k @k

a, and a} are the bosonic annihilation and creation operators, respectively, following the
canonical commutation relations [ak,ult,] = O, with dij the Kronecker delta, and the
quantization volume is of length L. (We omit the speed of light c in Equations (1)—(3)) From
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the Heisenberg equations of motion that follow from the Hamiltonian (2) we obtain the
following equations for the operators x, ¢y, and (see Appendix A)

e a¢0(Y, f)

x+2ﬁx+w3x:_%T' 4)
(Po(y, t) = ch [ake_i(wkt_ky) + aZei(wkt_k]/)], (5)
k
5 _ e 0po(Y,t)  9po(Y,t)
Py—2<x 3y + 3y x). (6)

¢o(y, t) is the source-free part of ¢(y,t); the source (“radiation reaction”) part of ¢ (v, t)
results in the damping force —2pmx in Equation (4). § is found without approximation to
be 7te? /m, consistent with the commutation relation [x(t), m(t)] = ih maintained by the
formal solution of Equation (4); see, for instance, Ref. [13].

Equations (4) and (5), together with the equation for the radiation field ¢(y, t), are the
basis for the analyses by Raine, Sciama and Grove [2] and Ford and O’Connell [3] and their
conclusion that an oscillator in hyperbolic motion does not radiate. We focus instead on
Equation (6). In other words, we focus not on the radiation field but on the force acting on
the particle. In the case of hyperbolic motion, this force results in fluctuations superposed
on the otherwise uniform acceleration.

For the linear response of x(t) to 9o (Y, t) /9t we define the polarizability

2
ec/m
wj — w* — 2ipw
such that the steady-state expression for ex(t) for the particle at rest is
ex(t) = iZCkwk[rx(wk)ake_i“’kt — o (wy)afe' ], (8)
k

where we have assumed without loss of generality that Y = 0 specifies the particle coordinate.

3. Frictional Force

A polarizable particle moving in a blackbody field experiences a drag force, as shown
nonrelativistically by Einstein and Hopf [6] and Einstein [7]. To obtain a relativistic ex-
pression for the drag force we can proceed as in Ref. [8] or Ref. [9], for instance. Here
we take a different, more heuristic approach based on the Lorentz transformation of the
Planck spectrum in the 2D scalar QED model. Our starting point is the expression for the
free-space energy density of the 2D massless scalar field:

_ 1[N\, (99
E‘z[(m) +<ay)]' ©)

which is proportional to w? for a mode of frequency w. In a frame s/ moving with velocity
v with respect to the frame in which the energy density is E, the energy density E’ « «’ 2,

with

w = ' (1+0)
E = Y1402, v=(1-v*)""2 (10)
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We define the spectral energy density p(w) such that p(w)dw is the energy per unit
length (or “volume") in the frequency interval [w, w + dw]. In the moving frame p(w, k) —
p'(w' k),
= ﬁp(w,f()dw (11)
for a plane wave of frequency w propagating in the direction of the unit vector k, and therefore

A 1 ~ dw 1 A

1(, .0 _ _
P ((U,k) - 72(1+v)2p(w'k)dw/ 7(1+v)p(w’k) (12)
For plane waves propagating in the direction parallel to the velocity v,
1o plyw'(1+0)]
== 13

The energy eigenvalues for the free field are (wy = |k|)

Zk:hwk (n(wk) + ;) = % /j:o dkhw <n(w) + ;) = L/OOQ dwp(w), (14)

where the spectral energy density

_ hw

1
ple) = "2 () + 3 ) (15)
with 1(w) the average photon number at frequency w. From Equations (13) and (15),
/ 1 / / 1
w (n(a;)—l—z) =w [n(’yw (1+U))+2], (16)

and so the Lorentz-transformed spectral energy density is

o) = Fz?w’ [n (yw'(1+0)) + ;] (17)

In the case of thermal equilibrium at temperature T,

, 11 Yha'
n(yw (1+v))+§— ZCOtthBT(1+U) (18)
and
vy ha! yha'
(W) = o coth szT(l +9)|. (19)

This is the 2D version of the Lorentz-transformed Planck spectrum obtained in earlier
work [14,15].
The force on the particle may be expressed as

F= %/Ooo dwR(w)p' (w) = % /00o dwR(w)w [n('yw(l +0))+ ﬂ, (20)
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where R(w) is the rate at which the field loses energy (and momentum p = E) in a given
direction (k > 0 or k < 0), this momentum being taken up by the particle. Perhaps the
simplest way to obtain an expression for R(w) is to start from the wave equation for ¢ [10]:

2 2
3;3 - ?)T(zp =4mexdé(y—Y), (21)
which has the same form as the wave equation for an electric field propagating in one
direction in a medium with number density N (= §(y — Y) here) of particles with polariz-
ability a(w). In that case the energy dissipation rate R(w) = 2kj(w) = 4nNwa(w) in the
dilute-medium approximation, where k; and aj(w) are respectively the imaginary parts of
the wave number and the polarizability [16].
In the present case we have one particle in our volume L, implying R(w) = 4mwa;(w)
and

F =2h /Ooo dww*ar(w) {n(’yw(l +0)) + ﬂ (22)

This expresses the average force in terms of the linear response of the particle to
a broadband field with Doppler-shifted frequencies w+/(1 +v)/(1 — v). Including field
modes with k either parallel or anti-parallel to the particle velocity v, we obtain the net
force

Fo= oo [ dowtu(@)n(re( +0)) — nire(1 - o)) = 4o [ dowds (@) 5"

= —4mv /(:0 dwwa(w) [p—waaf]} (23)

In the full QED theory, in contrast, the nonrelativistic approximation to the friction

force is [14,15]
© w dp

=—4 d — == 24
F m)/o wwuq(w){ 3 aw]' (24)
with p(w) = hw3n(w)/m?c3. Tt is noteworthy that Einstein and Hopf [6] and Einstein [7]
obtain p(w) — § aa—f) in their formula for the friction force from essentially just kinematic
effects involving Doppler shifts and aberration. The factor 1/3 that appears in (24) is
due to the vector character of the three-dimensional electromagnetic field, whereas our

expression (23) assumes a one-dimensional scalar field.

4. Momentum Fluctuations and Thermal Equilibrium
From Equation (6),

Py(t) = i)Y CxCrwik[w(wk)agargrx(t) — a(wk)axaf fix(t)
K &
+ o (wi)akaifig (1) — o (wx)akatgie (1), (25)
where , ,
ka(t):/O dre (@Wk=@)T  and gKk(t):/O dre H(@KF@r)T, (26)

The calculation of momentum fluctuations <APy2(t)> = (Pyz(t)>, averaged over the

state of the field, is simplified if we assume that ¢y and its derivatives may be regarded
as Gaussian random processes. This allows us to treat the K and k modes (K # k) in
Equation (25) as uncorrelated. This property was originally employed in a classical context
by Einstein and Hopf [6,17]. A simplified proof of this property for Gaussian random
processes X and Y with (X) = (Y) = (XY) = 0is given in Ref. [9]. We further sim-
plify by dropping terms involving gk (t), since their nonresonant character results in no
contribution to <Py2(t)> Then
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PHD) = 1Y CRCRokkla(wx) 2| (axak) (aaf) + (akax) (afai) || fiae(t)
K &
L 2mth 27th
o () [Lar(GeJekiatanr [~ (G
sin? 1 —
x (i) + (e + o) +17) L0
= 4h2/()oodww4|rx(w)|2 /Ooodw’[Zn(w)n(w’)—i—n(w)+n(w’)]27rt(5(w—w’)
= 167th2t/000dww4|zx(w)|2[n2(w)+n(w)]. (27)

In the penultimate step we have used the long-time approximation [, dKW =
K k
[0, dK27té(wi — wg).
In thermal equilibrium the average rate of increase of the kinetic energy must balance

the average rate (Fv) at which the particle loses energy because of the frictional force:

< ;t 23’ + ]—'v> (28)

or, from (23) and (27), and the energy equipartition assumption, (%va) = %kB T, for
thermal equilibrium at temperature T,

2 o0
8nh / dww?|a(w) 2 [n?(w )—I—n(w)]—i—%Z;BT/O dww?’al(w)g—:} =0. (29)

Using the relation |a(w)|? = aj(w) /27w (Equation (7)), and the fact that a;(w) > 0
for all w > 0, we obtain

on - h 2
dw T T 0
which is satisfied as expected by
1
n(w) hw/kpT _ ] (31)

5. Hyperbolic Motion in Vacuum

We expect the results above to apply to the case of hyperbolic motion in the zero-
temperature vacuum if we simply replace kpT by fia/2m. In particular, we expect the
coupling of the particle to the quantum vacuum field to cause quantum fluctuations about
its classical trajectory. A calculation showing this seems nevertheless worthwhile. We now
present such a calculation for the momentum fluctuations experienced by a polarizable
particle in hyperbolic motion in vacuum.

We start with Equations (5), (6) and (8), but now with

t(t) = %sinhm.' and y(t) = %coshm’ (32)
for hyperbolic motion, and therefore

WHT) + ky(7) = w(t(T) +y(1) = S (33)

for a particle accelerated in the y direction and for modes k = w > 0, which we assume
for now. We will carry out the calculation with (proper) time durations 7 registered by a



Physics 2024, 6 362

clock moving with the particle characterized by a polarizability a(w). Since ¢o(y, t) may be
expressed as a function of T, we write it in terms of operators g(Q) and ¢ (Q) as follows:

wo(1) = [ d0[(Q)e O + g ()] e
Then
et = /O 400 [a(Q)g(Q)e Y + o (Q)gT ()], (35)
884;0 —i /O T 400 [g(Q)e 0T — g (Q)el07], (36)
and
Py(1) = % /Ooo Ay /O.oo A0 070 [“(01)8(01)8(02)(312(7)

— a(Q1)g(Q1)g" (M) Fia(7) + a* (01)8" (01)g (D) Fiy (7)

— ot ()gt () g*(Qz)G;‘Z(r)} +he, (37)

where “h.c.” stands for Hermitian conjugate and we have defined

(Q—0y)7/2 810 1 — )t

i
Fp(t) = 2e 00,
1
(4 0y)7/2510 (M + M)t
Glz(T) 2e Ql T QZ (38)

Now we proceed as in the calculation for thermal equilibrium, regarding ¢y and its
derivatives as Gaussian random processes. Then, in taking expectation values, we can treat
the operators depending on () and (), as uncorrelated.

5.1. Momentum Fluctuations

The momentum fluctuations, (APy2 (1)) = <Py2 (7)), of the particle can be obtained as:

(P2(1)) = 4Re /0 Y a0, /0 a0, /O a0 /O " 10,02020,04
X [#(Q0)a (03)(g()g" (3)) (g (A2)g(Q) Fia (1) Eiy(1) | (39)

We have dropped terms involving G;; and Gl’; Because of their nonresonant character

they make no contribution to <Py2>
From Equation (34), again for a particle accelerated along the y direction,

1 o i0 1 ®© 0T iﬂe” + 71-&61”
8(Q) = 7/ dre' o (1) = —/ dte @Y Cp |lage' 7 + afe i
27T —o0 27 —00 X |: :|
1
= Ezck [ﬂkﬁ(wk,Q)JF”Z’?(wk,Q)], (40)
k

where we have defined the functions & (wy, Q) and 7 (wy, Q3), corresponding to the time-
dependent Doppler shift observed by the accelerated observer [18], as

* o0 war 1 _ (10 —iQ/a
w0, ) = [ dweelie :ar(la> (5) e (41)

o i W AT 1 iQ) w\ —iQ/a
_ 0T ,—ige™ _ - w Q)/2a
n(w,Q) = /_oodTe e al"( p )(a) e , (42)
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where I'(x) is the Gamma function (see Appendix B for details).
We must now evaluate the correlation functions appearing in (39) that relate to the
power spectrum of the vacuum fluctuations as seen by the accelerated particle. Consider first

2
(O (0) = (57 ) D Ge(en 08 (w00, )

We have used the vacuum expectation values (aay) = (afal,) = (afap) = 0 and
(aka,w = dip- Now, in the usual mode continuum limit,

a a
X /0oo dw%(%)mlfow. (44)

The integral may be evaluated with the change of variable x = In(w/a) to obtain
27ad(0y — Q3), and so

Y CRe(wi, 018" (@i O3) = Zl"(ml)l“*<lﬂ3>e”(Q1+Q3)/2"ei(ﬂl03)/”
k

h IO ? o /a
(8(01)g" (D)) = 5 — r(alﬂ e " N/5(0 — Q). (45)
We find similarly that
hoL (i) [
(6" (Q)g(0)) = 5| (52) | 70002 - ) ey

and (g(01)g(03)) = (gT(Q1)g"(Q3)) = 0. After some algebra we obtain
(P2(r)) = 4 / 10, / a0, / 405 / A0, 20200 a () 2
0 0 0 0

() PO CT)

_7_[(01_02)/“ Sin2 %(Ql - QZ)T
3(01 — )P

2
50 — Q3)5(Q — Q)

X e

Soa( Y e [ aomafiaon? (S0 ' 47)

27ma 0 125713 A a

Finally we use the identity

; 4 2.2 /)2 2.2 21Q/a

‘r(zﬂ) _ .7'[211 /Q) :ni 4e (48)
a sinh”(7tQ)/a) 02 (e2mt/a _1)2
to obtain .

<Py2(r)> = 167'ch27/0 dww*|a(w) 2 [n?(w) + n(w)], (49)

where a factor 2 is included to account for modes with k < 0 as well as k > 0, and
have defined
n(w) = (%7 _1)=1 T = ha/2mkg. (50)

The result (49) has the same form as Equation (27), as expected. Interestingly, the
Bose—Einstein factor n2 + 1 in Equation (27) was obtained from the algebra of annihilation
and creation operators, whereas the derivation of Equation (49) depended mainly on the
analytical properties of ¢(w, ) and 17(w, Q2), as well as the vacuum expectation values

<le61;, > = ‘Skk’ .
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5.2. Frictional Force

Finally we consider briefly the frictional force on the particle’s center-of-mass, starting with

fez<d%0ﬂ>. (51)

at
Using Equation (37) and ignoring the non-resonant terms, we obtain the simplified expression

= _é /OOO do, /Ooo d 00y, [—“(Ql)<g(01)g+(02)>lﬂ:§p

dFy (1)

(o) (gt (On)g() T2 | e 62

Noting that dF]dZT(T) =¢l , and using the expectation values of the correlation

functions from Equations (45) and (46), yields

F = —i/ dQQ3I’<ZQ>
47ma Jo a

+i/ d0n3 r<10>
0 a
h

47ta
- dQO?® cosh(1Q)/a)
nta Jo

(Q1—M)T

2[—a(0)3_n0/a _I_(X*(Q)en()/a}

’ [—a*(Q)e*”Q/” + DC(Q)ET[Q/”]

(i )
a
= h/o dQQzaq(Q)coth(nQ/a)

= 2n /Ooo dww?a;(w)[n(w) + %], (54)

ar(Q2) (53)

where in the last step we have again defined n(w) = (e?™/% —1)~! and have expressed

N2
’1’ (%) ’ as % This expression has the form F = 1 [ R(w)p(w), as in Equation (20)

but with p(w) appearing instead of the Lorentz-transformed p’(w). In our heuristic approach

we now argue, as in Section 3, that if the particle has a velocity v the spectral density p(w)
experienced by it should be p’(w), just as in Equation (17), such that

o0 1
F = Zh/o dww*ay(w) {n('yw(l +0))+ ﬂ. (55)
The net frictional force is then, exactly as in Section 3,

0 on

— 3 o
F = 4hv/0 dww oq(cu)aw. (56)
Assuming an equilibrium power balance according to Equation (28) we obtain, from
Equations (56) and (49), Equation (30), but now with kgT = fia/27t if we assume the energy

equipartition relation (%mvz> = ha /27 for thermal equilibrium at the Davies-Unruh temperature.

6. Summary

The 2D scalar QED model was used previously [2,3] to address the question of whether
there is radiation from a uniformly accelerated oscillator in vacuum. We have focused here
not on the radiation, or lack thereof, but on the force on a polarizable particle in thermal
equilibrium (at some temperature T > 0) with the field or in uniform acceleration in a
vacuum. In both cases the momentum fluctuations of the particle depend on the photon
number variance having the Bose-Einstein form n?(w) + n(w), where n(w) is the mean
photon number. In the former case this variance reflects the blackbody photon statistics of
real photons undergoing absorption and emission, whereas in the latter case it emerges,
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along with the Davies-Unruh temperature, as a consequence of the different vacuum
field experienced by the particle in hyperbolic motion [19]. The quantum-mechanical
momentum fluctuations of the particle imply that only the average acceleration is constant
when a constant external force acts on the particle. We also demonstrate that the frictional
force and momentum fluctuations obtained for hyperbolic motion in vacuum are related to
each other via the power balance (fluctuation-dissipation) relation (28).
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Appendix A. Equations of Motion

The equations of motion for the charge at Y = 0 are given by:

dx 1
I :%(Px —e(0,t)), (A1)
ddit" = — mawkx, (A2)
such that
x5, e dp(0,t)
W + wpX = —a 9t . (A3)

Dividing the field into source-free (¢p) and radiation reaction parts (¢rr), we get:

d%x > e aszR(O, t) e 84>0(0,t)

h AAFSNE S CAAY A4
T A TIT m ot (B4
where a friction term arises explicitly from the radiation reaction part.

The Heisenberg equation of motion for the field operator a; is

., dag e e?
lhﬁ = lak,;hwka,t,ak/ — a(p(o, i’)Px + EQDZ(O, t)] (AS)
dap . e px —ep(0,1)
— E = —l(Ukﬂk+thk<m (A6)

Using Equation (A1) in the above and integrating over time, we obtain:

. / t .
a(£) = ag(0)e "t 4 %ck /O dr(T)e@k(t=1) (A7)
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Substituting the above in Equation (3), one gets the free and source parts of the field
as follows

2
oy, t) =Y C (gk(())e—iwkfeiky + a,‘:(o)ei“’kte_iky) +) e /t dtx(t)sin(t — 1) (AS)
p — n Jo

¢o(y,t) (Free field) Radiation reaction

The radiation reaction part of the field as it appears in the equation of motion for the
charge is

aé”%ioft) :% ;C]%wk /Ot drx(t) cos(wy(t — 1)) — 2mex(t), (A9)

where in the last step we have taken the continuum limit of the summation ()}, — % J dk).

Substitution of the above in Equation (A4) yields Equation (4).

Appendix B. Derivation of ¢(wy, Q) and #(wy, 2)

In this Appendix, we present a derivation of the functions &(w, ()) and 7 (w, Q) that
are related to the frequency spectrum seen by the accelerated observer [18]. We define the
variable z = ¢%7, such that, dz = ae**drt, yielding:

¢(w,Q) = /oo dre' Tl T = %/w dz 7'/ a1,/ lia/w) (A10)
J—o0 0

Substituting Z = z/(ia/w), we obtain

1 ia i0/a [ee) o 5iQ)a—1 —2 1 lQ w —iQ)/a in/2 i0Q/a
(w, Q) _a(w> /o dzz et = F<> (—) (e ) ,  (A11)

a a a

which readily gives Equation (41).

Similarly,
oo ; fw LAt 1 iQ w\ —iQ/a
O) = QT ,—ige' _ o =22 W —nQ)/2a
1w ) [dee ¢ a (a)( a) ¢
1 10) . —iQ)/a
:r<l> (elﬂ.’g) e—TL’Q/Za, (AlZ)
a a a

which yields Equation (42).
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