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Billing’s warning: “It doesn't matter how much you love

it cannot do” (quoted in Arnett, 2019). While we endure to unlearn and (re)learn together in 

Thiong’o, 1992, p. 9)

–

perspectives of People of Color for white people’s comfort such as the 2023 legislations proposed 

Soon, 2014). Educational institutions’ hidden curriculum is centered 
Hughes and King (2015) wrote, “Through 

level of humanity, questioning who are/can be considered human” (p. 99). Institutions of higher 



privileging white individuals. White institutional spaces also is “a theoretical explication of 

Whiteness” (Embrick & Moore, 2020, p. 1940). A white space 

nderson, 2015; Brusma et al., 2020). “An institution 

Whiteness” (Bracey & McIntosh, 2020, p. 1962, emphasis in original). 

primarily white scholars’ work and act white (Bowers, 2019). Course work often does not consider 

l., 2013). Our burgeoning work needs to be “clearly connected 
to prior research to situate it in the larger field of mathematics education research” (Cai et al 2019, 

“extending the field’s knowledge because it is based on hypotheses suggested by previous 
research” (Cai et al 2019, p. 119). To first,

It’s a mark of hubris of not realizing every knowledge is partial, constructed within a 
regime of imperceptibility. It is a proclamation of power to make property in someone’s 
home, to put your own name on otherwise shared or common knowledge. It’s a 

Moreover, to do this naming, we are asked to make the findings or data “take the form of 

hat was actually observed” 

forces us to perform a privileged act that “enables [us] to protect an interpretation, a definition, a 
k” (hooks, 1991). 

meritocracy, aspects of whiteness (DiAngelo, 2010), through dissertation work. For example, “a 
good dissertation is a done dissertation” centers not the growth or development

more and more designed towards the completion of said product regardless of the learners’ well

dissertations are “an exercise in the development in the student’s competence as—
— …

develop that student” (p. 35). Kilpatrick warns of the dangers of focusing too heavily on the 

must “[keep] informed and then deciding what knowledge needs to be 



everyone involved in running a doctoral program” (2017, p. 944, emphasis added). This frames 

and her professional group “felt that we had to adapt paper titles and abstracts to reflect the focus 

mathematics education] conference” (p. 154). As researchers in mathematics education, we need 

programs that our experiences are invaded. Academia forces “those who are invaded to come to 
see their reality with the outlook of the invaders rather than their own” (Freire, 2018, p. 153). 

continue and strengthen “traditions of social, political, and cultural survival and resistance” (Yosso, 

— —

counterstorytelling as being “one that mocks, jars, displaces,
narrative” (p. 194). Thereby, counterstorytelling is an approach to challenge dominant storylines 



“Counterstory as methodology thus serves to expose, analyze, and challenge stock stories of racial 

resistance” (Martinez, 2014, p. 38). Through counterstories the experiential knowledge of 

e with Gonzalez’

2023; Martinez, 2020a). Instead, Solórzano and Yosso (2002) argue, “the ‘composite’

in social situations that are also grounded in real life, not fiction” (p. 36). Counterstories provide 

your mind. It’s an aggressive, even a hostile act… there’s no getting around the fact that 

writer’s sensibility on the reader’s most private space. (Didion, 2021, p. 37)

the academy, we wrote this piece with a commitment to each other’s wellbeing and to the reader 

look and function like this machine. By being different, by “experimenting with 
[we] connect in ways that permit us to be in the world, not acting on the world” (Henderson et al., 





people’s writings. We are inspired by Sanchez (2022), who wrote in his dissertation:

This project will have limited citations… My goal is not to ignore those who came before 

–

–

–

https://soundcloud.com/eric-cordero-siy/you-will-not-take-us-writers-commentary


(on the phone) Yeah, we’ll meet 
you in the lobby. Enrique’s 

She’s on her way down.

Yeah, Dr. Vistro’s student. 
She’s over there. She’s really 



(squinting) I can’t quite make 

them. They don’t move. The camera pans to the side as the dog 

Josefina’s
JOSEFINA’S VOICEMAIL

(static) I can’t make it to the 



Hey, I’m glad that lesson went 

that’s what coaches are for. 

picked up the kids and they’ll 
be here in 10. So I’m not 

should! You’re smart enou

there for my master’s but, Lily, 

no. And we’ll have your bac

(beat). Yeah. I’ll take a look 

I’ll see you tomorrow. 





) I can’t believe Lily has 

–
Ligaya? She didn’t know how to 
help her and I didn’t get her 

meeting. Lily’s so smart. She’s 

. I couldn’t do grad 



It reads, “You need to develop productive practices.” “You 
need to attend to student thinking.” “You need to be more 
equitable.” “You lack mathematical knowledge.” “You don’t 
know.” “You struggle.” Cass, confused and panicked, stares 

What the fuck? Is this Lily’s 

is still a group of pink sticky notes that she couldn’t reach. 
It reads “I hope you get home safely.” “You got me through my 
first few years of teaching.” “I wish we could hang out more.” 
“Te quiero mucho.”



I don’t think I’m ready to meet 

matalino. We’re not as smart as 

I don’t know. Baka we can ask 

yun! I’m not sure why it’s so 



People’s skin begins to burn as they shield their eyes. 
’s, however, do not. They cheer at the 

other graduates’ robes and octagonal hats. The creatures make 

All the deans’ movement is erratic. 

deans’ 
’s glow 

on the glowing figure’s shoulders

The figure’s glow disappears



–

ỏ ố

) Lily is so smart. I don’t 
know how I would’ve answered Dr. 
Miller’s question–

ỏ ố

don’t think I could just answer 

straight. I’d never. That 

book, “

.” 

) “



is not for the faint of heart.” 

) “

rest will come easy.”

) “

board.”

) “
academia, it won’t be those 

drive, and motivation.”



“Ask about copier .” She pulls her laptop out of 

cone and “The Creamery” on the circumference.

stops and doesn’t move. She slowly sits up straight. Her eyes 

https://soundcloud.com/eric-cordero-siy/you-will-not-take-us-writers-commentary


t I was permitted to express them. After reading “You Will Not 
Take Us” I know these feelings are validated. Rather, I realized that what happens is most people 

https://on.soundcloud.com/fkc6P


–

–

–

–

–

–

–

–

–

–

–

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrLvzpkW7sE
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