




perspectives in the social studies curriculum and that teachers’ biases and 

agents and can shape students’ preconceived notions about people, traditions, and 

nts’ concepts of citizenship
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Though Odebiyi and Sunal’s 

. Building on Odebiyi and Sunal’s (2020) study of the coverage of 

the state of Georgia. To examine how textbooks’ misrepresentation may extend

corresponding teacher supplements as “ideological curriculum artifacts'' 

ropes of Africa and its people, and how the material aligns with Georgia’s 

The United States’ growing racial and ethnic diversity among the school
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immigrants’ integration into American society and shapi

grade, students begin “the 
year World Area Studies course”

explain the factors shaping population distribution and “analyze the diverse cultural 
frica.” To develop student’s government 
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The textbooks have been given pseudonyms to protect the publishers’ identity.
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grade social studies teachers’ notes.  
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textbooks and in relation to the GSE and teacher’s notes. After comparing the 

legacy shaped coverage of the government’ civic domain and the economic domain. 

scale, unstratified social structures such as “tribes” or 
“family groups.” Similarly, ancient practices are essentialized in ways that reduce 

nuanced categories, such as “traditional African religion.” 
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s students’ 

Similar to past representations of Africa as a ‘Dark Continent,’
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African people and nations reproduce negative stereotypes and limit students’ 

Africa’s rainforests are home to a variety of plant and animal 
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“bush,” another name for the rainforests of Africa. Bushmeat comes 

Stereotypical portrayals like the Georgia Periodical’s discussion of 
bushmeat discouraged student’s multicultural awareness and often ’
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government instability. Similar to Myer’s (2001) discussion of how “tribal 
fixation” and “disastrous rhetoric”

existing African boundaries, cultures, and political traditions.… 

the artificially drawn European boundaries…. The effects of 
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citizens’ rights and freedoms, including the right to vote and 

the Georgia Periodical’s reference to resp
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stability, violent conflict and corruption dominates the GSE’s 
government/civic domain severely limiting student’s understanding of positive 

capitalist oppression. In the Georgia Periodical, a passage states that “industrial 

private purposes”

country “is a major producer of oil in Africa, but it is one of the poorest countries, 

themselves”
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devastation of the country’s infrastructure and economy.

textbook, for example, outlined in detail the atrocities of King Leopold II’s 

was not consistently linked to the present; the textbook states that “war, drought, 
ocieties”

The assessment for this section asks students why “many 
African countries struggle to feed their people”
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a teacher, principal, or school district’s choice of textbook has huge consequences 

39

Georgia Educational Researcher, Vol. 20, Iss. 2 [2023], Art. 2

https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gerjournal/vol20/iss2/2

DOI: 10.20429/ger.2023.200202



–

erican representation in US history: An analysis of four states’ academic 
–

In my father’s house: Africa in the philosophy of culture

–

Bassil, N. R. (2011). The roots of Afropessimism: The British invention of the ‘dark 
continent.’ –

–

–

Brown, S. D., & Hughes, R. L. (2018). “It’s not something we thought about”: 
Teachers’ perception of histor

Immigrant high school students’ curriculum and socialization. 
–

–
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–

–

–

–

—

—

–

Grinspan, L. (2022). Atlanta’s foreign
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–

Schreckenberg, K. (2022). Farmers’ perspectives and context are key for 

–

Cleveland, T., M’Baye, B., Odamtten, H. N. K., Coffman, J., & others. 

Service Candidates’ 

–

–

42

Brown and Reed: Divergent Representations of Africa: A Qualitative Analysis of Ge

Published by Digital Commons@Georgia Southern, 2023



dies Teachers’ Talk 
–

–

–
–

–

–

–

“tourismification “of peoples and places. Cahiers d’étud
–

–
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–
–

–

–

–

Ukpokodu, N. (1996). Africa in today’s social studies curriculum. 
–

–

–

–

–

–

–
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