
J
H
E
P
0
5
(
2
0
2
4
)
3
3
0

Published for SISSA by Springer

Received: September 19, 2023
Revised: February 13, 2024

Accepted: April 18, 2024
Published: May 30, 2024

Holography of broken U(1) symmetry

Ian Chaffey,a Sylvain Fichetb,c and Philip Tanedo a

aDepartment of Physics & Astronomy, University of California, Riverside,
900 University Ave, Riverside, CA 92521, U.S.A.

bICTP South American Institute for Fundamental Research & IFT-UNESP,
R. Dr. Bento Teobaldo Ferraz 271, São Paulo, Brazil

cCentro de Ciencias Naturais e Humanas, Universidade Federal do ABC,
Santo Andre 09210-580, São Paulo, Brazil

E-mail: ichaf001@ucr.edu, sfichet@caltech.edu, flip.tanedo@ucr.edu

Abstract: We examine the Abelian Higgs model in (d+ 1)-dimensional anti-de Sitter space
with an ultraviolet brane. The gauge symmetry is broken by a bulk Higgs vacuum expectation
value triggered on the brane. We propose two separate Goldstone boson equivalence theorems
for the boundary and bulk degrees of freedom. We compute the holographic self-energy of
the gauge field and show that its spectrum is either a continuum, gapped continuum, or a
discretuum as a function of the Higgs bulk mass. When the Higgs has no bulk mass, the
AdS isometries are unbroken. We find in that case that the dual CFT has a non-conserved
U(1) current whose anomalous dimension is proportional to the square of the Higgs vacuum
expectation value. When the Higgs background weakly breaks the AdS isometries, we present
an adapted WKB method to solve the gauge field equations. We show that the U(1) current
dimension runs logarithmically with the energy scale in accordance with a nearly-marginal
U(1)-breaking deformation of the CFT.

Keywords: Extra Dimensions, Field Theories in Higher Dimensions, Gauge Symmetry,
Duality in Gauge Field Theories

ArXiv ePrint: 2309.00040

Open Access, © The Authors.
Article funded by SCOAP3. https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP05(2024)330

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4642-2199
mailto:ichaf001@ucr.edu
mailto:sfichet@caltech.edu
mailto:flip.tanedo@ucr.edu
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2309.00040
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP05(2024)330


J
H
E
P
0
5
(
2
0
2
4
)
3
3
0

Contents

1 Introduction 2

2 A broken U(1) in AdSd+1 3
2.1 Geometry 3
2.2 U(1) action 4
2.3 Spontaneous symmetry breaking 5
2.4 Gravitational backreaction and an IR brane 6
2.5 Boundary conditions and gauge symmetry 7
2.6 Gauge fixing 8
2.7 Effective theory cutoff 9

3 Green’s functions and boundary effective action 9
3.1 Vector Green’s function equations 9
3.2 Scalar Green’s function equations 11
3.3 The holographic basis 12
3.4 Boundary effective action 13

4 The Goldstone equivalence theorem in AdS 14
4.1 Review of Minkowski derivation 15
4.2 Two Goldstone equivalence theorems 15
4.3 Bulk equivalence theorem 16
4.4 Boundary equivalence theorem 17

5 A landscape of broken U(1) in AdS 18
5.1 WKB approximation 18
5.2 Spectrum and holographic self-energy 19
5.3 Infrared backreaction and the gauge spectrum 21

6 U(1) breaking in the holographic CFT 22
6.1 Preliminary observations 23
6.2 Holographic effective potential 24
6.3 U(1) breaking 24
6.4 Properties of the U(1) current 24
6.5 Comparison to AdS 25

7 Anomalous dimension from a near-AdS background 26
7.1 A near-AdS WKB approximation 27
7.2 Matching in a near-AdS background 28
7.3 Near-AdS holographic self-energy 29

8 Summary 30

A An exact gravitational backreaction 32

B Evaluation of the gauge boson self-energy 33

– 1 –



J
H
E
P
0
5
(
2
0
2
4
)
3
3
0

1 Introduction

The Abelian Higgs model is a cornerstone of quantum field theory. It is the canonical model
that provides the key insights on the spontaneous symmetry breaking of a gauge symmetry
and the behavior of massive gauge fields. In this paper we study elementary aspects of the
Abelian Higgs model in anti-de Sitter spacetime (AdS).

Aspects of broken gauge symmetry in AdS have been studied in the past, typically in a
slice of AdS and in the context of the Randall-Sundrum 1 model [1], or in the presence of a
charged black hole leading to holographic superconductor models [2]. However, there has
been relatively little work on the field-theoretical aspects of the Abelian Higgs in AdSd+1.
This work fills that gap.

In our AdS Abelian Higgs model, the bulk of AdSd+1 contains a U(1) gauge field and a
charged scalar field, the Higgs field. We assume that there exists a (d− 1)-dimensional brane
towards the AdSd+1 boundary, the UV brane. A potential localized on this brane induces
a nonzero Higgs vacuum expectation value (vev) that extends into the bulk.

One motivation for this study is to understand the curved space counterpart of a set of
well-known phenomena in flat space. For instance, one would like to see how the Goldstone
boson equivalence theorem manifests itself in AdSd+1. Moreover, in AdS the Higgs background
value can break the isometries of the bulk spacetime. One would like to see the impact of
this nontrivial background on the gauge field.

Another motivation is the gauge-gravity correspondence. Placing probes on the UV
brane defines a holographic view of the AdS Abelian Higgs model. When the AdS/CFT
correspondence applies, one would like to understand the properties of the holographic CFT
dual, such as the fate of the dual global U(1) current.

We briefly review past works involving gauge fields in AdS.

Holography and dual conformal theory. From the viewpoint of sources placed on the
AdS boundary or the UV brane (i.e. the regulated AdS boundary), the bulk physics gives
rise to a conformal theory with a large number of color N and large ’t Hooft coupling, see
e.g. [3–6] for general AdS/CFT references. Aspects of unbroken gauge fields in AdS/CFT are
discussed in e.g. [7–9]. Here we analyze the holographic dual of a gauge field broken by an
arbitrary bulk vacuum expectation value (vev). There are relatively few AdS/CFT studies
about field-theoretical aspects of broken internal symmetries, notably ref. [10] studies aspects
of the Goldstone boson equivalence theorem. The Abelian Higgs model in the presence of
charged black hole has been exploited to build models of holographic superconductors and
superfluid, see e.g. [11–15]. We study the zero temperature (no black hole) case and focus
on the quantum fields living in the AdS-Higgs background.

Warped extra dimensions and hidden sectors. Aspects of unbroken gauge fields in
AdSd+1 spacetimes — or in a truncated versions of it — are studied in e.g. [7–9, 16–21].
One may break gauge symmetry on a 5D slice by imposing appropriate brane boundary
conditions, see e.g. [22, 23] and [24–26] for applications. Refs. [27–32] construct explicit
models with a bulk Higgs in the Randall-Sundrum scenario; though electroweak naturalness
typically leads to a focus on the case of a Higgs vev that is either restricted or otherwise
highly localized to an IR brane.
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From the viewpoint of an UV brane, a warped spacetime can provide sectors that are
naturally light, weakly coupled to the Standard Model, and have strong self interactions.
Such a framework is a natural way to build strongly-interacting hidden sectors. This fact
is emphasized in [33], see also [25, 26, 34, 35] for earlier related works. By the AdS/CFT
correspondence, the setup amounts to having a 4D (nearly) conformal hidden sector.

Outline. We define the AdS Abelian Higgs model and derive the equations of motion
and propagators in sections 2 and 3. In subsequent sections, we apply these basic results
to a series of semi-independent examinations of different aspects of the theory. Section 4
examines the notion of a Goldstone equivalence theorem. Section 5 investigates the gauge
boson boundary action as a function of the Higgs vev profile using either exact solutions
or a WKB approximation. In section 6, we study the properties of the dual CFT model
with a broken U(1) symmetry. Finally, in section 7 we develop an adapted WKB method to
compute the gauge boson boundary action in a vev configuration that approximately respects
the AdS isometries. Figure 2 provides a summary of the main theoretical results.

2 A broken U(1) in AdSd+1

We consider a U(1) gauge symmetry that is broken by the vacuum expectation value of a
scalar field in anti-de Sitter spacetime. The full action takes the form

S = SU(1) + Sbulk
fix + SUV

fix . (2.1)

SU(1) includes the kinetic terms and scalar potential. Sbulk
fix and SUV

fix fix the gauge.

2.1 Geometry

We work in the Poincaré patch of (d + 1)-dimensional anti-de Sitter spacetime, AdSd+1.
The metric in the conformal frame is

ds2 = gMN dxN dxN =
(
R

z

)2 (
ηµν dxµ dxν − dz2

)
, (2.2)

where R is the AdS radius of curvature and ηµν is the d-dimensional Minkowski metric,
ηµν = diag(1,−1, . . . ,−1). Lowercase Greek indices (µ, ν, · · · ) run from 0 to (d − 1) and
uppercase Roman indices (M,N, · · · ) run from 0 to d. The z coordinate is restricted
to z ≥ zUV.

We assume the existence of a codimension-one domain wall at z = zUV called the UV brane.
We assume it is a boundary of spacetime, which can be understood as a regularization of the
conformal boundary of AdS to a well-behaved boundary. We use the terms ‘UV brane’ and
‘boundary’ interchangeably, with a preference for UV brane when referring to our specific
model and boundary for more general concepts. We assume that the UV brane is static
and set its position to zUV = R without loss of generality.1 In these coordinates the bulk

1Throughout the paper we only use zUV = R to simplify
√

|gind| = (R/zUV)d. We write zUV and R

separately elsewhere. Expressions with arbitrary zUV can be simply obtained by restoring
√

|gind| in the
calculations.
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Figure 1. (a) Sketch of the model in spacetime (top) and field space (bottom, red slices). The
dashed gray lines depict the scaling of the metric. Red crosses represent vev insertions. The Goldstone
direction along the scalar vacuum manifold is shown for a particular value of z. For illustrative
purposes we assume α ≥ d/2. (b) Same as (a), projected onto two dimensions. (c) Two dimensional
projection for α > d/2 where the scalar vev induces a large backreaction. We model this with an
infrared (IR) brane.

and UV brane integration measures are

√
|g| dd+1x =

(
R

z

)d+1
dd+1x

√
|gind| ddx = ddx . (2.3)

The bulk scalar field has a vacuum expectation value (vev) that breaks the U(1) gauge
symmetry. Depending on the shape of the vev along the z-direction, the energy density of the
vev can deform the metric. A full solution to the (d+ 1)-dimensional gravity-scalar system
depends on the specific choice of bulk potential and is beyond the scope of this paper. Instead,
we simply model this backreaction with an IR brane that truncates the bulk for large values
of z where the backreaction is large. We further assume that this IR brane is stabilized,
for example by the Goldberger-Wise mechanism [36]. We sketch this model in figure 1 and
provide parametric estimates for the backreaction and IR brane location in section 2.4.

For dimensions d ≥ 3 there are non-renormalizable interactions with the bulk gravitons.
In that case, the model is understood to be a low-energy effective field theory (EFT). The
cutoff scale of the EFT is tied to the (d + 1)-dimensional Planck scale M∗. The EFT is
valid when the product of the AdS curvature and (d+ 1)-dimensional Planck scale satisfies
RM∗ ≳ 1 and when the couplings are at most order one in units of R times appropriate
loop factors. We refer to refs. [37–39] for more details.

2.2 U(1) action

The (d+1)-dimensional action for a U(1) gauge field AM = (Aµ, Az) and complex scalar Φ is

SU(1) =
∫ (

R

z

)d+1
dd+1xL +

∫
UV

ddxLUV , (2.4)
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where we separate the bulk L and brane-localized LUV Lagrangians. We write
∫

UV for
integration restricted to the UV brane. The bulk Lagrangian is

L = − 1
4g2FMNF

MN + (DMΦ)†(DMΦ)− µ2Φ†Φ DM = ∂M − iAM . (2.5)

g is the (d+ 1)-dimensional gauge coupling. The uppercase Roman indices are raised using
the inverse metric gMN . We choose a normalization where the mass dimensions of the gauge
field, scalar, and gauge coupling are

[AM ] = 1 [Φ] = d− 1
2 [g] = 3− d

2 . (2.6)

Perturbativity of the effective theory imposes g2R3−d ≲ 1. The brane-localized Lagrangian is

LUV = −bUVR

4g2 FµνF
µν + cUVR (DµΦ)†(DµΦ)− VUV[Φ] , (2.7)

where the lowercase Greek indices are contracted with the d-dimensional Minkowski metric,
ηµν . We pull out factors of R to facilitate dimensional analysis. bUV and cUV are dimensionless
coefficients that control the extent to which the bulk fields are localized towards the brane.
The limit where these coefficients go to infinity correspond to brane-localized fields.

2.3 Spontaneous symmetry breaking

The homogeneous bulk equation of motion for Φ is[
−∂2 + zd−1∂z

( 1
zd−1∂z

)
−
(
µR

z

)2
]
Φ(x, z) = 0 . (2.8)

Here ∂2 is the Minkowski Laplacian with respect to the d dimensions transverse to z. We
write |zUV to indicate a quantity evaluated on the UV brane, z = zUV. The field satisfies
the boundary condition

∂zΦ− cUVR∂
2Φ− V ′

UV[Φ]
∣∣∣
zUV

= 0 V ′
UV[Φ] ≡

∂VUV[Φ]
∂Φ , (2.9)

We include a spontaneous symmetry-breaking potential only on the UV brane, (2.7). The
bulk equation of motion (2.8) dictates how the symmetry breaking extends into the bulk.
The brane-localized scalar potential is2

VUV [Φ] = −m2
UVR|Φ|2 + λUVR

d−2|Φ|4 . (2.10)

This potential induces a finite vev for Φ that spontaneously breaks the U(1) symmetry,

⟨Φ(x, z)⟩ = v(z)√
2

Φ(x, z) = h(x, z) + v(z)√
2

e
i

π(x,z)
v(z) . (2.11)

2In this work we focus on the case of a brane-localized potential that generates a Φ vev that extends into
the bulk. It is, in principle, possible to use a bulk potential to generate the vev. As long as the bulk potential
is localized towards the brane, it effectively sets a boundary condition for the Φ vev and we expect the results
to be qualitatively similar to this paper. Beyond this limit, a thorough analysis is required. The intuition of
the present paper requires the geometry remain asymptotically AdS near the brane.
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The warping of the space in the extra dimension induces a z-dependence on the vev. On
the right-hand side of (2.11), we parameterize Φ nonlinearly with respect to a radial mode
h(x, z) and a Goldstone mode π(x, z) [40, 41].

The Φ equation of motion (2.8) and boundary condition (2.9) determine the vev profile:[
zd−1∂z

( 1
zd−1∂z

)
−
(
µR

z

)2
]
v(z) = 0 ∂zv(z)|zUV

= V ′
UV[v(zUV)] . (2.12)

The vev has a general bulk solution

v(z) = B

(
z

R

) d
2−α

+ C

(
z

R

) d
2 +α

α2 = d2

4 + µ2R2 . (2.13)

The bulk equation of motion does not specify the sign of α. The two terms in (2.13) reflect
this since they are related by α↔ −α. Requiring the regularity of the vev for z → ∞ removes
the solution that grows more quickly. This is equivalent to selecting α > 0 and setting C = 0.
The boundary condition on the right-hand side of (2.13) fixes the vev normalization:

v(z) = vUV

(
z

R

) d
2−α

vUV =
(
R

zUV

) d
2−α

√
d
2 − α+m2

UVR
2

λUVRd−1 . (2.14)

It is convenient to factor out the (R/zUV)
d
2−α in the definition of vUV. A nonzero vev

exists only if d
2 − α +m2

UVR
2 > 0. The appearance of this combination of parameters is

equivalently understood from the holographic potential that encodes the dynamics of the
symmetry breaking on the brane, see section 6.2.

2.4 Gravitational backreaction and an IR brane

The scalar vev is a classical background whose gravitational backreaction should, in principle,
be included when solving for the metric. We thus check the validity of the assumption of an
AdS spacetime in the presence of the vev. The amount of backreaction is estimated from
Einstein’s equation, where the AdSd+1 cosmological constant term is

gMNΛAdS = −gMN
d(d− 1)
2R2 . (2.15)

The assumption of an AdS spacetime is valid as long as ΛAdS is large compared to the scalar
vev contribution to the classical stress tensor, M1−d

∗ TMN , with

TMN =
[
−ηMN

d

2

(
d

2 − α

)
− δz

Mδz
N

(
d

2 − α

)2] v2
UV
R2

(
z

R

)d−2−2α

(2.16)

where ηMN is the (d+ 1)-dimensional Minkowski metric. By naïve dimensional analysis we
assume that v2

UV ∼ R1−d ≪ Md−1
∗ [42, 43]. The backreaction depends on the value of α

relative to the dimension of the spacetime. With these inputs, we show that one may always
take the spacetime to be approximately AdS near the UV brane.

Range α ≥ d/2: in this case, imposing the regularity condition C = 0 on (2.13) means
that v(z) decreases rapidly enough that TMN is negligible for any z > zUV. The backreaction
is thus neglible and the spacetime is AdS for any z > zUV. Notice the regularity condition
is equivalent to imposing a generic (not tuned) boundary condition on the IR brane and
taking the limit where the brane position goes to zIR → ∞.

– 6 –
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Range α < d/2: in this case, the scalar vev contribution to the stress-energy tensor TMN

grows with z. Consider the Minkowski component, Tµν . The scalar vev and AdS cosmological
constant are of the same order of magnitude when z satisfies

d(d− 1)
2R2 ∼ d

2

(
d

2 − α

)
v2

UV
R2

(
z

R

)d−2α

M1−d
∗ . (2.17)

One can no longer ignore the gravitational backreaction due to the vev for z larger than this
value. In this case, we model the backreaction with an infrared brane located at zIR satisfying

zd−2α
IR ∼ Rd−2α 2(d− 1)

d− 2α
Md−1

∗
v2

UV
. (2.18)

The region zUV < z < zIR is approximately AdS. The IR brane requires that the vev has
a boundary condition at zIR. A generic boundary condition (either Dirichlet or Neumann)
on the IR brane naturally sets

B ∼ C

(
zIR
R

)2α

, (2.19)

up to O(1) prefactors. In this case, the C term is small relative to the B term in the
zUV < z < zIR region. Thus we can assume that the spacetime is AdS in this region.
We confirm the validity of this approximation in appendix A using an explicit soft wall
construction. In section 5.2 we show that the low-energy states of the spectrum are insensitive
to this modeling.

2.5 Boundary conditions and gauge symmetry

Fields in a spacetime with boundary must have specified boundary conditions in order to
have well-posed Sturm-Liouville wave equations. The boundary conditions for gauge fields
must be compatible with the gauge symmetry of the system: they must be gauge invariant
and uniquely project onto a physical field configuration [44, 45].

The d-vector Aµ and the scalar Az boundary conditions are compatible when one
is Dirichlet and the other is Neumann [22, 46].3 This restriction is necessary to avoid
over-constraining the gauge parameter. For example, ref. [47] shows that imposing the
same boundary condition on Aµ and Az would force the Fadeev-Popov ghost field — the
quantization of the gauge parameter — to simultaneously satisfy Dirichlet and Neumann
boundary conditions. Because the ghost obeys a second-order wave equation, such a condition
is not consistent.

We choose a Neumann boundary condition for the d-vector Aµ and a Dirichlet boundary
condition for the scalar Az. This means that the Aµ component fluctuates on the brane while
the Az component does not. The Aµ thus has an additional boundary degree of freedom,
Aµ

UV ≡ Aµ(z = zUV), that would be absent in the case of a Dirichlet boundary condition.
This degree of freedom appears in an additional DAµ

UV in the path integral measure. The
3We refer to any boundary condition that includes a first derivative as Neumann; this includes conditions

that are sometimes referred to as Robin boundary conditions.

– 7 –
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Neumann boundary condition is governed by the variation of the action with respect to Aµ
UV.

The generic form of the boundary conditions for Aµ and Az is

(ηµν∂z − Bµν)Aν(x, z)|zUV
= 0 , δAz(x, zUV) = 0 , (2.20)

where Bµν encodes brane-localized kinetic terms and is derived in (3.2b). The ∂z factor comes
from the surface term in the integration by parts of the bulk kinetic term.

The Neumann boundary condition for the d-vector Aµ in (2.20) implies that there is a
separate d-dimensional gauge redundancy for Aµ

UV with a z-independent gauge parameter
ΩUV. With our choice of boundary conditions, it follows that the gauge redundancies are

AM (x, z) → AM (x, z) + ∂MΩ(x, z) , Aµ
UV(x) → Aµ

UV(x) + ∂µΩUV(x) . (2.21)

For the opposite choice of boundary conditions — Dirichlet Aµ and Neumann Az — there
is no residual gauge redundancy on the brane.

2.6 Gauge fixing

Gauge redundancies must be fixed to project to physical field configurations when quantizing
a theory. We use the Faddeev-Popov procedure to fix the redundancies in (2.21). Additionally,
both bulk and brane Lagrangians feature kinetic mixing between the d-vector Aµ and the
scalars Az and π. We would like to remove these mixings so that we have separate kinetic
operators for fields of different d-dimensional Lorentz representations. This is conveniently
realized by using versions of Rξ gauge-fixing functionals adapted to warped space. Similar
approaches and related discussions can be found in refs. [18, 48–52].

The bulk gauge kinetic term (2.5) contains a kinetic mixing between the d-vector, Aµ,
and the scalar Az. The bulk scalar kinetic term also introduces a kinetic mixing between
Aµ and the derivative of the Goldstone ∂µπ in the presence of a vev. The bulk gauge fixing
action that cancels these kinetic mixings is

SBulk
fix =−1

g2

∫
dd+1x

(
R

z

)d−3 1
2ξ

[
∂µA

µ − ξ

(
zd−3∂z

(
Az

zd−3

)
−
(
R

z

)2
g2v(z)π

)]2

,

(2.22)

where ξ is the bulk Rξ gauge parameter.
In the brane-localized piece of the action, inserting the Higgs vev in the brane-localized

kinetic term for the scalar (2.7) generates a mixing term between Aµ and the Goldstone
∂µπ. Furthermore, integrating the bulk action by parts induces a surface term that is a
brane-localized mixing between Aµ and ∂µAz. The brane gauge fixing action that cancels
these kinetic mixings is

SUV
fix =−

∫
UV

ddx
1

2ξUVRd−4

[
∂µA

µ + ξUVR
d−4

(
cUV vUVRπ − 1

g2
R

z
Az

)]2
, (2.23)

where ξUV is the UV brane Rξ gauge parameter.
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2.7 Effective theory cutoff

The interacting (d+ 1)-dimensional theory is understood to be a long-distance effective field
theory that is valid for distances longer than a (d+ 1)-dimensional cutoff scale, ∆x ∼ Λ−1

(d+1).
The ultimate cutoff of the (d+1)-dimensional theory is proportional to the (d+1)-dimensional
Planck mass. However, in this paper we assume a much lower effective theory cutoff at
the AdS curvature:

Λd+1 ∼ 1
R
. (2.24)

This is the cutoff for the validity of the AdS/CFT correspondence [3]. This corresponds to a
four-momentum cutoff pcutoff ∼ z−1

UV in the boundary correlation functions (see e.g. [53]).

3 Green’s functions and boundary effective action

We present the general structure of the Green’s function equations and boundary effective
actions in our model. Starting from the full U(1) action (2.1), we separate the d-dimensional
vector sector formed by the gauge field components parallel to the brane, Aµ, and the scalar
sector composed of the bulk Higgs and Az. We present the Green’s function equations for
the vector sector in section 3.1 and discuss the associated scalar sectors in section 3.2. The
holographic basis and the boundary effective action are introduced in sections 3.3 and 3.4.

3.1 Vector Green’s function equations

Green’s function equation. We focus on the Aµ sector from the U(1) action (2.1). Upon
integration by parts in the Minkowski directions, the quadratic terms in (2.1) are

S ⊃ 1
2g2

∫
dd+1xAµOµνAν + 1

2g2

∫
UV

ddxAµ (Bµν − ηµν∂z)Aν (3.1)

where all lowercase Greek indices are contracted according to the d-dimensional Minkowski
metric. The bulk and brane kinetic operators are, respectively,

Oµν =
(
R

z

)d−3
[
ηµν∂2 −

(
1− 1

ξ

)
∂µ∂ν − ηµνzd−3∂z

( 1
zd−3∂z

)
+
(
gv(z)R
z

)2]
(3.2a)

Bµν = bUVR

[
ηµν∂2 −

(
1− g2

ξUVbUVRd−3

)
∂µ∂ν + cUV

bUV
m2

A

]
, (3.2b)

where we define the gauge field effective bulk mass on the UV brane, m2
A = g2v2

UV. The gauge
field homogeneous equation of motion and Neumann boundary condition are

OµνAν = 0 (ηµν∂z − Bµν)Aν |zUV
= 0 . (3.3)

The Aµ propagator from x to x′ is the Green’s function for the bulk operator that satisfies

Oµρ⟨Aρ(x)Aν(x′)⟩ = ig2 δµ
ν δ

(d+1)(x− x′) . (3.4)

– 9 –
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Introduce the Fourier transform along the d Minkowski spactime directions,

AM (x, z) =
∫ ddp

(2π)d
eipµxµ

AM (p, z) , (3.5)

where we define p2 = ηµνp
µpν . With our metric signature, p2 < 0 for spacelike momentum

and p2 > 0 for timelike momentum. In a free theory, p2 is made slightly complex to resolve
the non-analyticity in Green’s functions with timelike momentum. This corresponds to the
inclusion of an infinitesimal imaginary shift p2 → p2 + iε with ε → 0+. This prescription
imposes causality and defines the Feynman propagator. We leave this iε shift implicit in
the remainder of this paper.

Decomposition by polarization. The vector field decomposes into transverse and lon-
gitudinal components

Aµ(p, z) = PT
µνA

ν
T(p, z) + PL

µνA
ν
L(p, z) , (3.6)

where we define the projection operators onto spaces perpendicular and parallel to momentum,

PT
µν = ηµν − pµpν

p2 PL
µν = pµpν

p2 . (3.7)

We use these projection operators to decompose the kinetic operators (3.2):

Oµν = OTP
T
µν +OLP

L
µν Bµν = BTP

T
µν + BLP

L
µν . (3.8)

This defines the transverse and longitudinal components of the bulk equation of motion and
of the boundary condition. The equations in (3.3) become

OXA
µ
X = 0 (∂z − BX)Aµ

X |zUV
= 0 , (3.9)

with X ∈ {T, L}. The expressions for the transverse kinetic operators are

OT(p2) =
(
R

z

)d−3
[
−∂2

z + d− 3
z

∂z − p2 +m2
A

(
z

R

)d−2−2α
]

(3.10a)

BT(p2)
R

= −bUVp
2 + cUVm

2
A . (3.10b)

The longitudinal operators are simply related to the transverse ones by a replacement of
the d-momentum:

OL(p2) = OT

(
p2

ξ

)
BL(p2) = BT

(
g2 p2

bUVξUVRd−3

)
. (3.11)

This result is consistent with [18].

Propagator. The propagator decomposes into transverse and longitudinal pieces,

⟨Aµ(p, z)Aν(−p, z′)⟩ = iPT
µνG

T
p (z, z′) + iPL

µνG
L
p (z, z′) , (3.12)

where the scalar propagators GX
p (z, z′) satisfy

OXG
X
P = g2δ(z − z′) (3.13)

and the Neumann boundary condition (3.3). We can see that decomposing the vector field
into transverse and longitudinal polarizations reduces the Green’s function equation and
boundary conditions to those of scalar propagators GX

p . In turn, GT,L
p are related to each

other by simple replacements of parameters.
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3.2 Scalar Green’s function equations

The spin-zero sector contains the gauge pseudoscalar Az, the pseudoscalar Goldstone π,
and the scalar radial mode h. In what follows, it is convenient to define a dimensionless
Goldstone field

a(x, z) ≡ π(x, z)
v(z) . (3.14)

Under a gauge transformation this field transforms as a shift, a → a + Ω.

Scalar. The equation of motion for h follows directly from that of the Higgs, (2.8):(
R

z

)d−1
[
p2 + zd−1∂z

( 1
zd−1∂z

)
−
(
µR

z

)2
]
h = 0 . (3.15)

The boundary condition for the radial mode is(
∂z + cUVp

2R−m2
hR
)
h− 3λUVvUVR

d−2 h2 − λUVR
d−2 h3

∣∣∣
zUV

= 0 (3.16)

where we identify the brane-localized mass m2
h = 2v2

UVλUVR
d−3. We disregard the radial

mode for the remainder of this work since it carries no further implication on the gauge sector.

Pseudoscalars. The π and Az fields mix with each other in the bulk quadratic action.
Varying the action with respect to π and Az give the following homogeneous equations
of motion:

0 = v(z)2 p2 a(p, z) +
(
z

R

)d−1
∂z

[(
R

z

)d−1
v(z)2 χ(p, z)

]
+ ξv(z)2 Θ(p, z) (3.17a)

0 = p2Az(p, z) + g2
(
R

z

)2
v(z)2 χ(p, z) + ξ∂zΘ(p, z) , (3.17b)

where we define the following combinations of the Goldstone a and the gauge scalar Az:

χ(p, z) = ∂za−Az Θ(p, z) = zd−3∂z

(
Az

zd−3

)
− g2

(
R

z

)2
v(z)2 a . (3.18)

The gauge-invariant pseudoscalar χ is decoupled from the vector sector. Like the radial
mode, we disregard χ for the remainder of this study.

This combination of fields allows us to decouple the equations of motion (3.17),4

∂z

[
zd−1

v(z)2∂z

(
v(z)2

zd−1 χ

)]
+ p2χ− g2v(z)2

(
R

z

)2
χ = 0 (3.19)

zd−3∂z

( 1
zd−3∂zΘ

)
+ 1
ξ
p2Θ− g2v(z)2

(
R

z

)2
Θ = 0 . (3.20)

4When α = d/2, the U(1) breaking vev is constant, v = vUV, and both equations of motion may be solved
exactly. The two solutions for χ are zd/2Bν

(√
−p2z

)
where Bν are the modified Bessel functions of the

second kind, Bν ∈ {Iν , Jν}. The index ν depends on the vev: ν2 = (d/2 − 1)2 + g2v2
UVR2. The Θ solutions

are related to those for χ by
√

−p2 →
√

−p2/ξ in the arguments.
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These results are consistent with those of [46] upon appropriate matching of conventions. We
recognize that Θ is the same linear combination of pseudoscalars that mix with ∂µA

µ upon
integrating the bulk kinetic term by parts. We then chose a bulk Rξ gauge fixing (2.22) to
cancel this mixing. We show in section 4 that Θ is identified with the longitudinal mode
of Aµ in the unitarity limit.

We now turn to the boundary conditions of the pseudoscalar sector. In section 2.5 we
specified Dirichet and Neumann boundary conditions for Az and a respectively. Varying
the action with respect to δa gives[

(∂za−Az) + cUVRp
2a+ cUVξUV

(
Rd−3

g2

)(
Az − g2cUVRv

2a
)]
δa

∣∣∣∣∣
zUV

= 0 . (3.21)

The Neumann boundary condition for a implies that the bracket vanishes. The boundary
condition δAz = 0, permits Az to be non-zero on the brane and only imposes that variations
of Az vanish on the brane. This means that some work is needed to specify a second
pseudoscalar boundary condition. One hint is that (3.21) implies a boundary condition on
the gauge transformation parameter,

∂zΩ− g2R

(
cUVv

2
UV − p2

ξUVRd−3

)
Ω
∣∣∣∣∣
zUV

= 0 . (3.22)

Since the gauge parameter cannot not simultaneously satisfy two different boundary conditions,
the only consistent possibility is to split (3.21) into two equations:

∂za−Az|zUV
= 0 Az − g2R

(
cUVv

2 − p2

ξUVRd−3

)
a

∣∣∣∣∣
zUV

= 0 . (3.23)

The first boundary condition is gauge invariant and thus does not constrain Ω, while the
second boundary condition yields the same constraint on Ω as (3.22). One further consistency
check of this split is that (3.22) is the same boundary condition on the gauge transformation
parameter as one derives from the longitudinal mode of Aµ.

3.3 The holographic basis

In a quantum field theory on a spacetime with boundary, it is useful to separate a quantum
field’s bulk and boundary degrees of freedom using a holographic basis, see e.g. refs. [53, 54].
In this basis, the gauge field is

AM (p; z) = AM
UV(p)K(p; z) +AM

D (p; z) . (3.24)

The first term on the right-hand side contains the boundary degree of freedom AUV(p).
The profile K(p; z) can be chosen to be the brane-to-bulk propagator. The second term on
the right-hand side is a bulk component that vanishes on the boundary, AD(p; zUV) = 0.5

5The holographic decomposition holds for bulk fields with any boundary condition. A Neumann (Dirichlet)
boundary condition means that AUV does (not) fluctuate on the UV brane. Though the subscript D for
‘Dirichlet’ of the bulk component is a common notation in the holographic decomposition, we stress that the
condition on AD is distinct from the Dirichlet boundary condition, e.g. (2.20), which is a condition on the
fluctuations of the field.
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We assume the analogous decomposition for the pseudoscalar fields, a and Θ. Introduce
GN(p; z, z′) as the bulk Feynman propagator satisfying Neumann boundary conditions [55].
The brane-to-bulk propagator is defined as the amputated bulk-to-bulk Neumann propagator
taken on the boundary

K(p; z) = GN(p; zUV, z)
GN(p; zUV, zUV)

. (3.25)

In this basis the quadratic action is diagonal [53].

3.4 Boundary effective action

Integrating out the bulk degrees of freedom — AM
D , aD, etc. — in the partition function yields

a boundary quantum effective action Γ that depends on the classical values of the boundary
degrees of freedom, Γ [AUV, aUV, . . .]. For the main part of this work we focus on the tree-level,
quadratic piece of this effective action, Γ(2)

∣∣∣
tree

. The relations shown in this section are general
features of the holographic formalism, similar ones hold for any manifold with boundary.6

Gauge boson boundary effective action. At tree-level, the boundary effective action is
evaluated by plugging in the bulk equation of motion into the fundamental action, S. The
quadratic piece of the gauge boson tree-level, boundary effective action is

Γ(2)
A

∣∣∣
tree

= 1
2g2

∫ ddp

(2π)d

∑
X=T,L

Aµ
UV(p)

[
BX(p2) + ΣX(p2)

]
PX

µνA
ν
UV(−p) . (3.26)

The index X ∈ {T,L} denotes the transverse and longitudinal components of Aµ. BX is the
quadratic boundary-localized action in (3.8). ΣX is the holographic self-energy, the normal
derivative of the boundary-to-bulk propagator, see e.g. [5, 55],

ΣX(p2) = − ∂z logKX(p; z)|zUV
. (3.27)

ΣX is the inverse of the brane-to-brane propagator in the limit of no boundary operator,
B → 0. The longitudinal and transverse self-energies are related by

ΣL(p2) = ΣT

(
p2

ξ

)
. (3.28)

This follows from the analogous relations for the bulk and boundary operators, (3.11). The
boundary operators are analytic in p, while the Σ(p2) pieces are, in general, non-analytic
in p. The brane-to-brane propagator is

GX(p; zUV, zUV) =
g2

BX(p2) + ΣX(p2) . (3.29)

G−1
X can be obtained from the boundary effective action ΓA by taking two functional derivatives

with respect to AUV.
6See e.g. [55] for a warped background, [53] for a generic manifold with boundary.
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Boundary-localized limit. In the brane-localized limit bUV, cUV ≫ 1 the effective bound-
ary action (3.26) is

Γ(2)
A

∣∣∣
tree

−−−−−−−→
bUV, cUV≫1

−R
2g2

∫ ddp

(2π)d

∑
X=T,L

Aµ
UV(p)

(
bUVp

2 − cUVm
2
A

)
PX

µνA
ν
UV(−p) . (3.30)

This action describes a gauge field with squared mass (cUV/bUV)m2
A in d-dimensional

flat space.

Goldstone boundary action. Denote the tree-level quadratic piece of the boundary
effective action for the Goldstone degree of freedom by Γ(2)

a

∣∣∣
tree

. In anticipation of the
Goldstone equivalence theorem, we consider this sector in the p≫ gvUV limit. This limit is
conveniently obtained by working perturbatively in g. With our gauge field normalization,
the bulk value of Az is of order g2 [46]. To leading order in g, the Goldstone boson equation
of motion is,

−
(
R

z

)d−1
v2∂2a+ ∂z

[(
R

z

)d−1
v2∂za

]
= 0 . (3.31)

The solutions and their |p|z ≪ 1 asymptotics are zαIα

(√
−p2z

)
∼ z2α and zαKα

(√
−p2z

)
∼

z0. The asymptotic behaviors of π(x, z) is thus zd/2±α. From (3.27), the holographic self-
energy of a is

Σa(p) =
√
−p2Kα−1(

√
−p2zUV)

Kα(
√
−p2zUV)

≈ p2zUV
(2− 2α) +

2
zUV

Γ(1− α)
Γ(α)

(
−p2z2

UV
4

)α

. (3.32)

The Goldstone holographic self energy has no mass term in agreement with the shift symmetry
of the Goldstone mode.

The Goldstone boson effective boundary action is

Γa = −v
2
UV
2

∫ ddp

(2π)d
aUV(p)

[
Ba(p2) + Σa(p2)

]
aUV(−p) (3.33)

with brane-to-brane propagator and corresponding boundary term

Ga(p; zUV, zUV) =
v−2

UV
Ba(p2) + Σa(p2) Ba(p2) = −g2p2

ξUVRd−2 + cUVRg
2v2

UV . (3.34)

Notice that Ba is proportional to BL, see (3.11).

4 The Goldstone equivalence theorem in AdS

Spontaneously broken gauge theories in flat space feature a Goldstone boson equivalence
theorem. This equates the S-matrix element for the emission of a longitudinally-polarized
gauge field with that of the emission of a Goldstone boson π in the limit of large momentum:

εL
µ(p)M

µ
A(p) −−−−→

p2≫m2
Mπ(p) . (4.1)

In this section we show the analogous features in our AdS model.
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4.1 Review of Minkowski derivation

A convenient way to derive the equivalence theorem in Minkowski space is to perform unitary
cuts on the internal gauge and Goldstone lines of the appropriate diagrams [56, eq. (21.68)].
In ‘t Hooft–Feynman gauge, the numerator of the gauge boson propagator is proportional to

−gµν =
∑

polarizations, s

εs
µ(p) εs

ν(p)−
pµpν

m2
A

, (4.2)

where the second term is an unphysical timelike polarization that is canceled by a diagram
where the gauge boson internal line is replaced with that of a Goldstone boson, π. Performing
a unitarity cut along these internal lines implies

−
∣∣∣∣Qµ

m
Mµ

A(p)
∣∣∣∣2 + |Mπ(p)|2 = 0 . (4.3)

At large momentum, the longitudinal polarization vector approaches

εL
µ(p) −−−−→

p2≫m2

pµ

m
. (4.4)

With this identification, the unitarity cut equation implies the equivalence theorem (4.1).

4.2 Two Goldstone equivalence theorems

In order to demonstrate the Goldstone equivalence theorem in AdS, we must identify which
degrees of freedom play the role of the Goldstone bosons and to which types of amplitudes
the theorem should apply. In extra dimensional theories, the longitudinal polarization
of the massive modes of a gauge boson can be understood as a consequence of ‘eating’
the corresponding Az modes [57]. On the other hand, the bulk scalar Φ furnishes a bulk
Goldstone boson π that also contributes to the longitudinal polarization of Aµ. The Goldstone
equivalence theorem thus involves a linear combination of Az and π.

We identify the appropriate linear combination through the mixing terms between Aµ and
pseudoscalar fields. We chose our Rξ gauge fixing to remove these terms in (2.22) and (2.23).
Because there are both bulk and brane mixing terms, we expect separate bulk and boundary
equivalence theorems that apply to different types of amplitudes.

Our strategy to derive these Goldstone equivalence theorems is to mimic a flat space
argument. This argument invokes the unitarity of the S-matrix through Cutkosky cuts of
the intermediate Aµ propagator. To disentangle the bulk and brane effects, we decompose
the Neumann propagator using the Neumann-Dirichlet identity

GN(p; z, z′) = GD(p; z, z′) +K(p; z)GUV(p)K(p; z′) , (4.5)

where GN,D are the Neumann/Dirichlet propagators and GUV(p) = GN(p; zUV, zUV) is the
brane-to-brane propagator and K(p; z) is the amputated boundary-to bulk propagator defined
in (3.25). We represent the Feynamn diagrams in our AdS background using a Witten diagram
notation where the circle represents the UV brane, i.e. the regulated AdS boundary. A bulk

– 15 –



J
H
E
P
0
5
(
2
0
2
4
)
3
3
0

diagram then decomposes into two contributions:

= + . (4.6)

The Minkowski space derivation invites us to make a unitarity cut on the internal line. The
cut applies to each diagrams on the right-hand side. We analyze the two cut diagrams
separately in sections 4.3 and 4.4. They respectively lead us to a bulk and a boundary
version of the equivalence theorem.

4.3 Bulk equivalence theorem

We cut the Dirichlet internal line in (4.6) and apply an approach similar to the flat space
argument above. The Dirichlet propagator may be represented in a momentum spectral
representation

GD(p; z, z′) = i

∫
dm2 fD(z,m2)fD(z′,m2)

p2 −m2 + iε
. (4.7)

This representation allows us to apply the flat space cutting argument. A similar cut is
presented in ref. [58] for pure AdS.

A hint for the correct combination of pseudoscalars is the bulk mixing between ∂µA
µ and

the field we denoted Θ in (3.18). In (2.22) we fixed an Rξ gauge to cancel this mixing term.
Further verification of this hint follows from recognizing that Θ has the same homogeneous
equation of motion (3.20) as AL

µ, (3.11) for any dimension d or bulk mass parameter α. The
propagators thus have the same form and the Dirichlet profiles are identical,

fL
D(z,m2) = fΘ

D (z,m2) . (4.8)

This is a necessary condition for the cancellations required by unitarity.
Unitarity cuts are easy to implement in the momentum representation (4.7). In ‘t Hooft–

Feynman gauge, ξ = 1, the unitarity argument for the Goldstone boson equivalence theorem
follows that of flat space:

=⇒
0 = −

∣∣∣∣pµ

m

∫
dz fL

D(z,m2)Mµ
A(z, p)

∣∣∣∣2
+
∣∣∣∣∫ dz fΘ

D (z,m2)MΘ(z, p)
∣∣∣∣2 .

(4.9)

The cancellation from the diagram in (4.9) is integrated over dm2, but the result holds for
any kµ and is thus valid for each value of m2. We use the large-momentum limit of the
longitudinal polarization (4.4) to establish a bulk Goldstone boson equivalence theorem:

εL
µ(p)

∫
dz fL

D(z,m2)Mµ
A(z, p)

∣∣∣∣
p2≫m2

→
∫

dz fΘ
D (z,m2)MΘ(z, p) . (4.10)
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This equivalence theorem applies to diagrams whose external legs are Dirichlet modes. The
crucial feature is the nontrivial matching of the Aµ

L and Θ mode profiles, (4.8). The result
also holds for pure AdS by sending the UV brane to infinity. In pure AdS our Dirichlet
modes become the AdS normalizable modes and the corresponding diagrams are called AdS
transition amplitudes [59].

4.4 Boundary equivalence theorem

We now cut the boundary internal line in (4.6) and apply an approach similar to the flat
space derivation. We expect that an equivalence theorem from this cut should involve the
brane degrees of freedom. Since Az has Dirichlet boundary conditions, the only scalar degree
of freedom is the Goldstone boson a.

The cut lines are the brane-to-brane propagators of AL
µ (3.29) and a (3.34). We observe

that these brane-to-brane propagators have the structure of a d-dimensional free field propa-
gator, G̃UV,i ≡ B−1

i dressed by insertions of the corresponding self-energy Σi, with i = L, a:

= + + · · · . (4.11)

The G̃UV propagators are related by Ba = cUVξUV g
−2Rd−3BL. Both feature an isolated pole

at p2 = cUVξUVv
2
UVR

d−3. We specialize to the case where the holographic self-energies are zero
at this pole, Σi|pole = 0.7 When they are nonzero, the pole masses receive different corrections
Σa ̸= ΣL that complicate the equivalence theorem. We leave this case for future investigation.

Our remaining task is to identify an appropriate gauge. While the equivalence theorem is
gauge-independent, we follow the Minkowski derivation which relies on the ‘t Hooft–Feynman
gauge where the mass and normalization of the propagators are equal, GT = GL. In our
model, this gauge is realized with

ξ = 1 ξUV = g2

bUVRd−3 . (4.12)

This choice implies that the propagators have the same pole mass,

BT = BL = Ba = −bUVR
(
p2 −m2

B

)
m2

B = cUV
bUV

m2
A . (4.13)

The flat-space derivation instructs us to cut the internal G̃UV lines. We obtain

=⇒
0 = −

∣∣∣∣ pµ

mB

∫
dz K(mB; z)Mµ

AUV
(z, p)

∣∣∣∣2
+
∣∣∣∣∫ dz K(mB; z)MaUV(z, p)

∣∣∣∣2 .
(4.14)

7In section 5 we show that this assumption is valid for α ≤ d
2 − 1.
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Figure 2. Summary of the vector holographic self energy and spectrum for a spontaneously broken
U(1) model in AdSd+1 as a function of the Higgs bulk mass parameter, α. The last column shows the
leading non-analytical term in the self energy.

Applying the large-momentum limit of the longitudinal polarization (4.4) leads to a boundary
version of the equivalence theorem:

εL
µ(p)

∫
dz K(mB; z)Mµ

AUV
(z, p) −−−−−→

p2≫m2
B

∫
dz K(mB; z)MaUV(z, p) . (4.15)

We see that this equivalence theorem applies to bulk amplitudes contracted with the boundary-
to-bulk propagator evaluated at mB. The existence of a ‘t Hooft–Feynman gauge for which
the propagators of all three fields (AT, AL and a) become equal is a consistency check of
our calculations.

5 A landscape of broken U(1) in AdS

We turn to the derivation of the holographic self energy and spectrum of the vector sector.
In this section we write Aµ and Σ for the transverse gauge field and its self energy. The
result for the longitudinal component is related by a rescaling of the Minkowski momentum,
pµ, as we show in (3.28). We present results for non-negative Higgs bulk mass parameter,
α ≥ 0. As discussed below (2.13), the negative α case is physically identical. We summarize
our results in figure 2.

5.1 WKB approximation

No closed form solution exists for the bulk gauge boson equation of motion (3.10a). However,
we may apply a WKB analysis when |pz| ≫ 1. To do this, we define a rescaled field
Âµ = (z/R)(3−d)/2Aµ that satisfies a Schrödinger-like equation of motion [60],

[
∂2

z − V (z)
]
Âµ = −p2Aµ V (z) = (d− 3) (d− 1)

4z2 + g2
(
R

z

)2
v(z)2 . (5.1)

– 18 –



J
H
E
P
0
5
(
2
0
2
4
)
3
3
0

For |pz| ≫ 1, the approximate solutions for Âµ are

exp
(
±
∫

z
dz′
√
V (z′)− p2

)
≈

|pz|≫1
exp

±∫
z
dz′
√
g2
(
R

z′

)2
v(z′)2 − p2

 . (5.2)

This provides an approximation for the spectrum of the gauge field in the Higgs background.
The vev behaves as v ∝ (z/R) d

2−α, as described in (2.14). Two regimes appear according
to whether the p2 or v(z′)2 term is dominant in (5.2):

• α > d
2 − 1 case. The p2 term is dominant so that the solutions asymptotically behave

as if there is no Higgs background. The spectrum is therefore continuous.

• α ≤ d
2 −1 case. The vev term is dominant so that there is a turning point at V (zc) = p2

for timelike momentum. This indicates that the spectrum develops a mass gap.

The cases are further distinguished by whether or not the vev causes a significant
gravitational backreaction in the bulk. For α ≥ d/2 the metric remains AdS anywhere, while
for α < d/2 the metric is deformed at sufficiently large z due to the growth of the vev.
In section 2.4 we model this backreaction with an infrared brane at a position zIR defined
in (2.18). We analyze the effect of this aproximation on the vector spectrum in section 5.3.

5.2 Spectrum and holographic self-energy

We present approximate expressions for the transverse gauge field holographic self-energy Σ
for different values of the bulk mass parameter α relative to the dimension d. For convenience,
we define the low-momentum self-energy as the leading terms in a |pzUV| ≪ 1 expansion,

Σ(p) ≡ Σlow(p) (1 +O(|pzUV|)) . (5.3)

While it is common to choose coordinates where the UV boundary is set to the radius of
AdS curvature zUV = R, we write zUV for generality. Here we present only the leading
non-analytic term in p2 since this encodes the continuum component of the spectrum. We
present exact expressions and the leading analytic terms in appendix B.

Case: α ≫ d
2 . The Higgs vev profile (2.14) decreases sharply with z. It thus affects the

boundary condition at zUV but does not significantly affect the bulk profile of Aµ. The
holographic self-energy is

Σlow(p) =
2
zUV

Γ(2− d
2)

Γ(d
2 − 1)

(
−p2z2

UV
4

) d
2−1

+ (analytic) , (5.4)

as in pure AdS.

Case: α = d
2 (+ε). The α = d/2 case has an exact solution because the Higgs vev term

has the same scaling as a constant bulk mass for the gauge field. In fact, in this particular
case the Higgs vev does not break the AdS isometries. The self energy is then

Σlow(p) =
2
zUV

Γ(1− ν)
Γ(ν)

(
−p2z2

UV
4

)ν

+ (analytic) (5.5)
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with

ν =

√(
d

2 − 1
)2

+m2
AR

2 . (5.6)

For slightly larger values, α = d/2 + ε, the Higgs vev may be understood as a slowly
varying bulk mass for the gauge field. We perform a WKB expansion with respect to ε in
section 7.8 To the best of our knowledge, this is the first analysis of the effect of a slowly
varying bulk mass in AdS. The holographic self energy is

Σlow(p2) = 2
zUV

Γ(1− ν)
Γ(ν)

(
−p2z2

UV
4

)ν+εδ(p)

+ (analytic) , (5.7)

where the function δ(p) varies slowly in p,

δ(p) ≈ m2
AR

2

2ν log(pzUV) . (5.8)

The weak p-dependence of δ(p) reflects the soft breaking of the AdS isometries by the Higgs
vev. The ε = 0 case recovers the exact result of (5.5). Correspondingly, conformal symmetry
is only slightly broken in the holographic dual, see section 7.

Case: d
2 − 1 < α < d

2 . Our WKB analysis indicates that the spectrum is a continuum.
Apart from this, there is no known approximation scheme to make quantitative statements
in this regime.

Case: α = d
2 −1. This case can be solved exactly. The low-energy limit of the self-energy is

Σlow(p) =
2
zUV

Γ
(
2− d

2

)
Γ
(

d
2 − 1

) [(m2
A − p2)z2

UV
4

] d
2−1

+ (analytic) . (5.9)

Here we assume that d/2 > 1 is not an integer and
∣∣m2

A − p2∣∣ z2
UV ≪ 1. The spectrum is

a gapped continuum that starts at p2 = m2
A.

Equation (5.9) does not hold for integer values of d/2. The Bessel functions must be
expanded using the appropriate limits for integer order. Though a closed form expression is
difficult to write, the source of non-analyticity is clear: the appropriate Bessel expansions
contain logarithms. As an example, we present the case of d = 4 which may be relevant to
phenomenology. The holographic self-energy in the |m2

A − p2|z2
UV ≪ 1 limit is

Σlow(p) =
1
2zUV

(
p2 −m2

A

) [
log

(
z2

UV
4 (p2 −m2

A)
)
+ 2γ − iπ

]
+ (analytic) (5.10)

where γ is Euler’s constant. As in the case where d/2 is not an integer, the gapped continuum
begins at p2 = m2

A.

8This a separate WKB approximation from the one at large |pz| that we describe in section 5.1.
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Case: 0 ≤ α < d
2 − 1. The vev dominates the potential at large z. Thus there is a

WKB turning point for timelike momentum and the spectrum contains discrete poles. These
poles correspond to the normalizable modes determined in the standard WKB matching
procedure. We can learn more about the discrete spectrum by using the WKB approximation.
The spacing of the modes is given by

∆m2
n = 2π

(∫ zc(p)

zUV
dz 1√

V (z)−m2
n

)−1

(5.11)

where zc > zUV corresponds to the turning point, V (zc) = p2.9 For |p| ≫ mA the integral
is dominated by the region near the turning point. We find that the WKB spectrum for
mn ≫ mA scales like

mn ∝ mA

(
n

mAR

)1− 2
d−2α

. (5.12)

The exact result is given in (B.7). For d = 4 and α = 0, the spectrum behaves as m2
n =

4nmA/R and exhibits a Regge behavior.

Case: α = 0. The WKB analysis for α < d/2 − 1 includes the case α = 0. However,
because the α = 0 case may be solved exactly, it is a useful check for (B.7). For mAR≪ 1,
the non-analytic part of the holographic self-energy of Aµ is

Σlow(p) =
1
2zUV p

2H

(
− p2R

4mA

)
+ (analytic) (5.13)

where H(x) is the analytically continued harmonic number. For timelike momentum, the
harmonic number develops poles dictated by H(1−r) = H(r)+πcotan(πr)+ finite. The poles
occur at integer values of r > 1. It follows that for |p2|R≫ mA, the poles are m2

n = 4nmA/R,
exactly matching the WKB result obtained in (5.12).

5.3 Infrared backreaction and the gauge spectrum

For α < d
2 , the Higgs vev grows with z and induces a large metric backreaction. We model

this effect by an IR brane, see section 2.4. Here we address how this approximation affects the
gauge field spectrum. Specifically, one may wonder to what extent a more detailed description
of the backreaction is required to accurately determine the spectrum. We distinguish the
d
2 − 1 ≤ α < d

2 and 0 ≤ α < d
2 − 1 ranges.

For d
2 − 1 ≤ α < d

2 , the spectrum is continuous if one ignores the IR brane. The presence
of the IR brane thus affects the spectrum as a small discretization with (∆m)IR ∼ π/zIR
at any scale. We estimate the IR brane position zIR in (2.18). We see that the spacing is
parametrically small if v2

UV ≪ Md−1
∗ , which is the natural mass hierarchy in the EFT.

Turning to 0 ≤ α < d
2 − 1, we show that the bottom of the spectrum is solely determined

by the shape of the Higgs vev and is thus agnostic to the details of the large backreaction
regime. In our WKB analysis, the rescaled field Â in (5.1) obeys Schrödinger-like potential
V (z) that we sketch in figure 3. Notice that the role of the IR brane is only significant for

9A factor of 2 seems to be missing in eq. (18) of [61].
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Figure 3. The effective Schrödinger potential for α < d
2 − 1. The presence of an IR brane to model

the Higgs backreaction only affects the upper part of the spectrum.

modes where the WKB turning point zc reaches the IR brane position zIR. This amounts to
a hard wall in V (z) that divides the Schrödinger problem into two regimes:

• For zc(p) < zIR, the modes are not sensitive to the IR brane and are thus solely
controlled by the Higgs background as dictated in (5.12). In this regime, the gauge
field spectrum is independent of how we describe the metric backreaction.

• In contrast, for zc(p) > zIR, the gauge mode spacing is sensitive to the metric backreac-
tion. Our IR brane model of this regime predicts the typical spectrum for a slice of
AdS, mn ∝ n.

The transition between the two regimes occurs at a mass m∗ given by zc(m∗) = zIR. This
translates into a condition on the mode number n∗ at which the transition occurs. We find

m∗ ∼ mA

M d−1
2∗

vUV

1− 2
d−2α

n∗ ∼ gRM
d−1

2∗ , (5.14)

where we have used (2.18) for zIR and (B.7) to obtain n∗. These expressions are valid for
any bulk mass in α ∈

[
0, d

2 − 1
)
. Interestingly, the critical mode number n∗ is independent

on vUV and depends on α only via an O(1) prefactor.
For n < n∗ the spectrum is controlled by the Higgs vev profile and is not sensitive to

the IR brane. It is natural to have g2Md−3
∗ ≳ 1 and RM∗ ≫ 1 in the EFT, which implies

n∗ ≫ 1. The transition scale m∗ is analogously obtained by requiring that the mode spacing
induced by the IR brane is much smaller than the spacing induced by the Higgs vev:

(∆mn)IR ≈ π

zIR
≪ (∆mn)vev , (5.15)

with (∆mn)vev derived above (B.7). This provides a check of the analysis.

6 U(1) breaking in the holographic CFT

In this section we assume that the AdS/CFT conjecture applies to our AdS Abelian Higgs
model and compute some properties of the resulting holographic CFT. For α ≥ d

2 the Higgs
vev does not deform the AdS metric. We can thus apply AdS/CFT and identify the boundary
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effective action as the generating functional of a d-dimensional dual theory containing a
conformal sector (CFT).

We focus on two-point functions; these encode the information on conformal dimensions
of the CFT operators. We wish to understand the features encoded in the brane-to-brane
propagator

⟨Aµ
UV(p)A

ν
UV(−p)⟩ = − iηµνg2

BG(p) + Σ(p) , (6.1)

with α ≥ d
2 and pR≪ 1 in terms of a d-dimensional CFT model with broken U(1). AdS/CFT

is valid in the pR ≪ 1 regime [3].

6.1 Preliminary observations

The holographic dual theory is a d-dimensional CFT coupled to boundary sources. The CFT
sector contains a scalar primary O with conformal dimension

∆O = d

2 + α , (6.2)

and a U(1) current J µ
CFT with conformal dimension ∆J . Unitarity of the CFT implies that a

conserved current has ∆J = d − 1 and a non-conserved current has dimension

∆J = d− 1 + γJ , (6.3)

with γJ > 0 [62].
In the presence of a UV brane, the sources are dynamical fields in an elementary sector

with local operators. The couplings between CFT and elementary fields are irrelevant
operators that deform the CFT sector in the UV. The elementary fields are identified with
the boundary degrees of freedom in the holographic basis in section 3.3:10

φ = ΦUV Bµ = Aµ
UV . (6.4)

The Lagrangian of the d-dimensional dual theory has the general form

L = LCFT + Lelem[φ,Bµ] + bJ
Λ∆J−d+1B

µJµ + bO

Λ∆O− d
2−1

φO + h.c. + · · · , (6.5)

where Λ ∼ R−1 is the CFT cutoff scale and bJ ,O ∼ O(1) are dimensionless coefficients. Lelem
encodes the elementary sector, including a U(1)-breaking potential V [φ], that we compute
in section 6.2. The unspecified Lagrangian LCFT and the CFT operators Jµ, O depend on
the underlying CFT degrees of freedom whose dynamics is unspecified.

The ellipses in (6.5) encode in principle further interactions between the Bµ field and
the other elementary and CFT operators. These interactions may be needed in order to
exactly reproduce the properties of the AdS theory. For example, the φO mixing term
explicitly breaks the U(1) symmetry. We can see this because the elementary field φ that
is dual to the bulk Higgs is U(1) charged, whereas the CFT operator O that it mixes with
is uncharged.11 For our goal in this section, the explicit terms in (6.5) are sufficient to
understand the properties of the CFT two-point functions.

10Here we define Φ(p; z) =
√

R ΦUV(p)K(p; z) + ΦD(p; z) in analogy to (3.24). The factor of
√

R ensures
that ΦUV has the dimension of a d-dimensional field.

11If O were charged, then it would be part of a conserved current. However, we cannot build such a current
out of O unless O is a free field — for example, O

↔
∂µO∗ is neither conserved nor has the correct dimension.
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6.2 Holographic effective potential

The U(1)-breaking potential V [φ] included in Lelem is the zero-momentum part of the Higgs
boundary effective action Γ[ΦUV]. At tree-level, we obtain this holographic effective potential
by inserting the bulk vev into the action SU(1) in (2.4) and integrating by parts. By definition,
the scalar wave operator vanishes when acting on ⟨Φ⟩. This leaves a boundary action

Γtree =
∫

UV
ddx

[
Φ†∂zΦ+m2

UVRΦ†Φ− λUVR
d−2

(
Φ†Φ

)2
]
. (6.6)

Using (2.14) to evaluate the ∂z term, and using the identification φ = ΦUV, we obtain
the effective potential

V [φ] = − 1
R2

(
d

2 − α+m2
UVR

2
)
φ†φ+ λUVR

d−2
(
φ†φ

)2
. (6.7)

We see that symmetry breaking occurs if d/2−α+m2
UVR

2 > 0, while no symmetry breaking
occurs otherwise. This is precisely the combination that appears in vUV obtained in (2.14).

6.3 U(1) breaking

U(1) breaking in the dual theory is triggered by the effective potential V [φ] in Lelem, that
induces a nonzero vev for φ.

Elementary sector. The ⟨φ⟩ vev induces a mass for the elementary gauge boson, mB ∝
g⟨φ⟩. Based on our Lagrangian (6.5) the two-point correlation function of Bµ is

⟨Bµ(p)Bν(−p)⟩ = + + + · · · (6.8)

= −
(
ηµν − pµpν

p2

)
ig2

ZB p2 −m2
B + κ (−p2)∆J− d

2
, (6.9)

where the κ parameter is proportional to b2
JΛ−2∆J +d+2. This is an exact result from dressing

the free propagator of Bµ with bilinear insertions of ⟨J µJ ν⟩.

CFT sector. When ⟨φ⟩ ̸= 0, the φO term is a deformation of the CFT that breaks scale
invariance unless ∆O = d. When the CFT operator has dimension ∆O ≫ d, the deformation
is highly irrelevant. Its effect is therefore negligible at energy scales much lower than Λ. For
∆O = d the deformation is exactly marginal and thus does not break conformal invariance. In
this latter case, we have an exactly conformal sector with explicit U(1) symmetry breaking.

6.4 Properties of the U(1) current

The U(1) current is the sum of the elementary and the conformal sector currents:

J µ = J µ
elem + J µ

CFT . (6.10)

The U(1) symmetry is broken spontaneously in the elementary sector. As such, the elementary
current is divergence-free, ∂µJ µ

elem = 0. We examine the divergence of the composite sector
current JCFT in the ∆O ≫ d and ∆O = d cases.
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∆O ≫ d case. For large conformal dimension ∆O ≫ d, the ⟨φ⟩O deformation is highly
irrelevant. Its effect at energies below the Λ cutoff is thus negligible and the CFT current
is approximately conserved,

∂µJ µ
CFT ≈ 0 for ∆O ≫ d and p≪ Λ . (6.11)

Therefore the dimension of the CFT current in this regime is ∆J = d − 1.

∆O = d case. When the conformal dimension of O is exactly ∆O = d, the ⟨φ⟩O deformation
is marginal, hence it does not break conformal symmetry. The divergence of the CFT current
in the presence of this U(1)-breaking deformation is

∂µJ µ
CFT ∼ bO

Λ d
2−1

⟨φ⟩O for ∆O = d and p≪ Λ . (6.12)

Since the conformal symmetry is unbroken we can invoke properties of the conformal algebra
and unitarity. We apply this to the states created by J µ

CFT as follows [62],

|PµJ µ|0⟩ |2 = ⟨0|J νKνPµJ µ|0⟩ = γJ ⟨0|JµJ µ|0⟩ (6.13)

where the generators of momentum P and special conformal transformation K are the raising
and lowering operators of the CFT. Using Pµ = −i∂µ and (6.12), we find that that the
anomalous dimension is proportional to the squared modulus of the symmetry breaking vev,

γJ ∝ |bO|2

Λd−2 |⟨φ⟩|2 . (6.14)

6.5 Comparison to AdS

The features obtained in the CFT model above also emerge in AdS. This supports our proposed
model of a CFT dual to our AdS Abelian Higgs model.12 We compare the ⟨BµBν⟩ correlation
function (6.9) to the corresponding AdS brane-to-brane propagator ⟨Aµ

UVA
ν
UV⟩ (6.1). The

∆O ≫ d and ∆O = d cases correspond to α ≫ d/2 and α = d/2, respectively.

α ≫ d
2 case. The mass appearing in the AdS boundary action is √

cUVmA, which is
consistent with the scaling of mB ∝ g⟨φ⟩. The holographic self-energy (5.4) scales like
Σ(p) ∝ (−p2) d

2−1, which is consistent with the dimension of the CFT current ∆J = d − 1
below (6.11). Finally, the fact that the elementary–CFT mixing term φO is a highly irrelevant
operator is mapped in the AdS picture to the sharp localization of the Higgs vev toward
the boundary so that it approximately does not influence the bulk equation of motion of
the gauge boson.

α = d
2 case. The mass appearing in the AdS boundary action is

√
cUV + (d− 2)−1mA.

This differs from the α≫ d/2 case by a constant term from the self-energy, see (B.4). This
mass term is also consistent with the scaling of mB ∝ g⟨φ⟩.

The AdS Higgs vev introduces a quadratic term in Aµ that scales precisely as an AdS
bulk mass. As a result, the holographic self-energy scales as Σ(p) ∝ (−p2)ν , where ν is

12Ref. [63] performs a similar check for a CFT model with a double trace deformation.
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Figure 4. The slow variation of the Higgs vev leads to a slowly running anomalous dimension for the
U(1) gauge field.

given by (5.5). For mAR≪ 1, we can isolate the AdS computation of the CFT anomalous
dimension which we call γAdS:

ν = d

2 − 1 + γAdS γAdS = (mAR)2

d− 2 . (6.15)

Observe that γAdS is proportional to the square of the Higgs vev [64]. This is consistent
with the anomalous dimension γJ in the dual CFT model, (6.14). We can also see that this
anomalous dimension is always positive, which is consistent with the CFT unitarity bound.

7 Anomalous dimension from a near-AdS background

For a bulk mass parameter that is exactly α = d
2 , the classical background on which the

gauge field propagates respects the isometries of AdS. Bulk masses that are slightly perturbed
from this value, α = d

2 + ε with ε≪ 1, provide a background that approximately retains the
AdS isometries. In that case a gauge field still experiences an effectively AdS background
over sufficiently small regions.

On the other hand, a brane-to-bulk propagator with momentum p typically probes the
region with z ∼ 1

p . The anomalous dimension of the CFT U(1) current, γJ , arises from
this specific region of the bulk.

Combining the two above facts, we expect that if the background deviates slowly from
AdS as a function of z, then the anomalous dimension of the CFT U(1) current should change
slowly as a function of p. That is, γJ should run as a function of the momentum scale with
a β function controlled by ε. This is pictured in figure 4.

One may also see this in the dual CFT picture developed in section 6. When α = d
2 + ε,

the symmetry-breaking operator ⟨φ⟩O is approximately marginal so that the explicit breaking
of the U(1) current changes slowly with the energy scale. This implies that the anomalous
dimension γJ runs, as in the AdS picture. In this section we confirm these observations by
explicitly computing the β function of the anomalous dimension γJ from the AdS picture.
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The quantity we need to evaluate is the holographic self-energy of the transverse compo-
nent of the gauge field, Σ. This self-energy is the logarithmic derivative of the boundary-to-bulk
propagator K, (3.27). We drop the subscript ‘T’ with the understanding that we focus exclu-
sively on transverse gauge fields. By construction, K is given by the combination of solutions
of the homogeneous equation of motion (3.13) that is most regular as z → ∞. For timelike
momenta, this condition corresponds to an outgoing boundary condition due to the +iϵ
prescription. We assume timelike momenta, p2 > 0, throughout the section.

7.1 A near-AdS WKB approximation

To approach this problem, we use a WKB approximation scheme where the expansion
parameter is ε, the deviation in the bulk mass parameter α from its AdS-preserving value
d/2.13 We apply this approximation to the transverse gauge boson, which we write simply
as A in this section. We transform the A equation of motion (3.10b) into standard WKB
form by changing variables and rescaling the field,

y = log
(
z

R

)
A(z) = ehyψ(y) h ≡ d

2 − 1 , (7.1)

where y is a dimensionless position variable and h is a function the spacetime dimension
that appears often. The equation of motion is

ψ′′(y) +Q(y)2ψ(y) = 0 Q(y)2 ≡ (Rp)2e2y − h2 − (RmA)2e−2εy . (7.2)

The crux of the WKB approach is that, when the potential varies sufficiently slowly, the
approximate solutions to (7.2) are

ψ(y) = 1√
Q(y)

[
B+e+iφ(y) +B−e−iφ(y)

]
φ(z) ≡

∫ y

yt
dy′Q(y′) (7.3)

as long as y satisfies the WKB condition |Q′(y)|/Q(y)2 ≪ 1. The yt lower limit in the dy′
integral is introduced for convenience. It is redundant with the normalization of the B±

coefficients. These coefficients have mass dimension [B±] = d/2.

Range of validity and turning point. For our potential, the WKB condition is

|Q′(y)|
Q(y)2 =

∣∣∣∣∣ (pR)2 e2y + ε (mAR)2 e−2εy

[(pR)2 e2y − (d/2− 1)2 − (mAR)2 e−2εy]3/2

∣∣∣∣∣≪ 1 . (7.4)

This condition is violated near a turning point where the potential vanishes,

yt = log
(
ν

pR

)
(1 +O(ε)) ν =

√
h2 +m2

AR
2 . (7.5)

The turning point separates the space into two disjoint domains where the WKB condition is
satisfied. The first is y ≫ yt, corresponding to a large denominator in (7.4) because pR ey ≫ 1.
The second is y ≪ yt, corresponding to a small numerator. The latter case requires both
pR ey ≪ 1 and ε≪ 1. Thus in the y ≪ yt region, the validity of the WKB approximation is
tied to the assumption that the bulk mass parameter α is close to d/2.

13This WKB approximation differs from the one used to calculate the spectrum in section 5.1 because there
is a parametrically small deviation from a solution of Bessel functions.
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The WKB solutions. In the original z coordinates, the general WKB solutions in the
asymptotic regions away from the turning point zt = p/ν are

A(z) = zh√
Q(z)

B
+
< eiφ(y(z)) +B−

< e−iφ(y(z)) z ≪ zt

B+
> eiφ(y(z)) +B−

> e−iφ(y(z)) z ≫ zt
y(z) = log

(
z

R

)
. (7.6)

7.2 Matching in a near-AdS background

To determine the B coefficients of the WKB solutions (7.6), we construct an intermediate
region solution in the neighborhood of the turning point and match the asymptotic solutions
to this intermediate region.

Intermediate region Bessel solution. In the standard WKB approach, one constructs
an approximate solution around a turning point by assuming that Q(y)2 is linear in this
region. Then exact solutions to the Schrödinger problem are Airy functions whose asymptotic
expressions can be matched to the WKB solutions that are valid away from the turning point.
In our problem, using this linear Q approximation would not utilize the fact that when ε is
zero, the potential has exact Bessel function solutions. Thus even in the ε → 0 limit, the
standard WKB approach at finite order would introduce an irreducible error from forcing
the expansion of the Bessel function into a basis of Airy functions.

A more clever approach is to instead use the Bessel functions themselves as approximate
intermediate-region solutions for ε ̸= 0. When ε is small, the mass term in the equation
of motion (3.10a) picks up a weak scaling with the position, m2

A(z/R)−2ε. Because ε ≪ 1,
we can approximate this term with its value at the turning point, z ≈ zt. This amounts
to an approximation of the potential

Q(z)2 = p2z2 − ν2
t +O

(
ε log z

zt

)
(7.7)

where νt is z-independent but depends on momentum through zt,

νt ≡

√
h2 +m2

AR
2
(
zt
R

)−2ε

= ν + ε
m2

AR
2

ν
log

(
pR

ν

)
+O(ε2). (7.8)

In the region near the turning point, the general solution is then

At(z) = B1 z
hH(1)

νt (pz) +B2 z
hH(2)

νt (pz) z ≃ zt . (7.9)

This solution is valid in the intermediate region where the next-to-leading order term in (7.7)
is negligible.

Asymptotic behavior. We determine the coefficients of the asymptotic solutions (7.6)
by matching them to the near-turning point solution (7.9). To perform the matching, we
construct approximate asymptotic solutions using the same leading-order approximation (7.7)
as the turning point solution,

A<= e
−iπ

4
√
νt
zh

[
B+

< e−νt

(
pz

2νt

)−νt

+B−
< e+νt

(
pz

2νt

)+νt

+
] [

1+O
(
pz

2νt

)]
z≪zt (7.10)

A>= zh

√
pz

[
B+

> e+i(pz−πνt
2 )+B−

> e−i(pz−πνt
2 )] [1+O

(2νt
pz

)]
z≫zt . (7.11)
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Matching for large z. We impose that plane waves are purely outgoing at the Poincaré
horizon, z → ∞. With the standard p2 = |p2|+ iϵ prescription for timelike momenta, this
outgoing boundary condition is equivalent to regularity for large z. The boundary condition
thus imposes that the solution proportional to e−ipz in (7.11) has zero coefficient, B−

> = 0.
To match this outgoing solution to the intermediate region solution, we expand the

Hankel functions in (7.9) with respect to their large argument limit:

H(1,2)
νt (pz) −−−−→

pz→∞

√
2
πpz

e±i(pz− νtπ
2 −π

4 ) . (7.12)

The condition B−
> = 0 thus matches to B2 = 0 on the intermediate region solution. The

B1 coefficient is proportional to B+
> .

Matching for small z. The small argument limit of the remaining Hankel function in
intermediate region is,

H(1)
νt

(pz) −−−→
pz→0

− i

π

[
Γ(νt)

(
pz

2

)−νt

+ Γ(−νt)e−iπνt

(
pz

2

)νt
]
. (7.13)

The pz scaling in each of the two terms exactly matches those of the two terms in the z ≪ zt
limit of A = A< in (7.10). We find that the relative coefficients of the two terms is

B−
<

B+
<

= e−iπνt−2νtν2νt
t

Γ(−νt)
Γ(νt)

. (7.14)

Full WKB solution. The complete WKB solution (7.6) in the z ≪ zt limit uses the
relative coefficients from the turning point matching, (7.14),

A(z) ∝ zh√
Q(z)

(
eiφ(z) + B−

<

B+
<

e−iφ(z)
)
. (7.15)

We calculate the phase φ to first order in ε,

−iφ(z) = ν + ν log
(
pz

2ν

)
+ ε

m2
AR

2

2ν

[
log2

(
pz

2ν

)
− log2

(
z

R

)
− π2

12

]
+O

(
ε2, p2z2

)
.

(7.16)

7.3 Near-AdS holographic self-energy

The holographic self-energy is

Σ(p) = − ∂z logA|zUV
, (7.17)

where A is the regular solution of the equation of motion. Since Σ is a logarithmic derivative
evaluated at the boundary, we only need the solution in the z ≪ zt regime. Moreover, the
overall normalization of A(z) cancels, thus we only require the ratio of coefficients, B−

</B
+
<

in (7.14). This ratio depends on momentum through νt, as shown in (7.8). By expanding
the logarithm of (7.14) at O(ε2), we obtain

B−
<

B+
<

= e−iπνν2ν Γ(−ν)
Γ(ν)

(
pR

ν

) εm2
A

R2

ν
(−iπ+2 log ν−Ψν−Ψ−ν)

(7.18)

where Ψν = Γ′(ν)/Γ(ν) is the digamma function.
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A(z) contains a factor of Q−1/2 in (7.15). This factor only contributes to the self energy
at order O(p2z2

UV). The phases in (7.18) combine with the logarithms in the self-energy at
leading and next-to-leading order.14 The resulting expression for the self energy is

Σ(p) = ν − h

zUV
+ 2
zUV

Γ(1− ν)
Γ(ν)

(
−p

2z2
UV
4

)ν+εδ(p)

+O(ε2, p2z2
UV) , (7.19)

where the correction to the power of the non-analytic term is

δ(p) = m2
Az

2
UV

2ν

(
log

(√
−p2zUV

)
+O(1)

)
. (7.20)

We neglected the O(ε) constants in (7.20) because the logarithm dominates for z ≪ zt.
The fact that log(−p2) appears in δ(p) ensures that we can consistently continue the result
to spacelike momenta p2 < 0. In that case the self-energy becomes real at the order of
approximation we consider. This is a consistency check of our WKB calculation.

Our result (7.19) matches the self-energy obtained in the AdS limit (B.4) within the
order of approximation considered, except that the power of the non-analytical term has
logarithmic dependence on momentum. This logarithmic dependence reproduces the intuition
of a logarithmic running of the anomalous dimension.

The anomalous dimension γJ in the pure AdS case is identifed in (6.15). The δ(p)
corrections encodes how this anomalous dimension runs in the near-AdS case due to the
near-marginal deformation of the CFT. The β function coefficient of γJ is extracted from
δ(p) by taking the log derivative in p or zUV:

βγJ = ε
d

d log zUV
δ(p) = ε

m2
AR

2

2ν . (7.21)

8 Summary

Our AdSd+1 Abelian Higgs model contains a bulk U(1) gauge field and a bulk Higgs. A
potential on the UV brane induces a Higgs vev that extends into the bulk. Using Rξ gauges
on the bulk and brane, we derive the bulk propagators and boundary effective actions of
the gauge field and pseudoscalar sectors. In doing so, we highlight subtle points with gauge
fixing, boundary conditions, and the linear combination of pseudoscalars that mix with the
vector. We then present a variety of features of the theory:

• In section 4 we identify two distinct AdS Goldstone equivalence theorems by using
a holographic decomposition of the fields. The bulk equivalence theorem involves a
specific combination of the Goldstone and Az. The boundary equivalence theorem
involves isolated brane-localized modes.

14At next-to-leading order this is obtained from the identity

log2
(

pz

2ν

)
− iπ log

(
pz

2ν

)
= 1

4 log2
(
−p2z2

4ν2

)
− 3π2

4

using the p2 = |p|2 + iϵ prescription to pick the branch cuts.
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• The bulk Higgs mass parameter,15 α, controls the gauge spectrum. In section 5, we
show that the spectrum may be continuous (α > d

2 − 1), continuous with a mass gap
(α = d

2 − 1), or discrete (0 ≤ α < d
2 − 1) We summarize this in figure 2. We compute

the discrete spectrum for any α and compute the holographic self-energies for certain
ranges of α. The spectrum contains a pole corresponding to a d-dimensional gauge
mode which is massive due to symmetry breaking.

• The bulk vev induces a significant backreaction of the metric when α < d
2 . We model

the effect of this backreaction with an IR brane. For d
2 −1 ≤ α < d

2 , the brane induces a
discretization with negligible spacing. For α < d

2 − 1, we show the low energy spectrum
only depends on the background near the UV brane and is thus insensitive to the details
of the backreaction.

• We turn to the CFT dual of the theory in section 6. For α≫ d
2 , the CFT sector of the

holographic dual theory is not affected by the U(1) breaking since the CFT current is
conserved. For α = d

2 , the dual CFT sector contains an exactly marginal operator that
explicitly breaks the U(1) symmetry of the CFT sector. The U(1) CFT current is thus
not conserved and we show that its anomalous dimension is proportional to the square
of the U(1)-breaking vev. This result parametrically matches the anomalous dimension
computed in the AdS theory.

• In section 7 we study the theory with bulk mass parameters near α = d
2 . In this regime

the AdS isometries are approximately preserved by the Higgs vev. We introduce a
WKB method to solve the field equations in a near-AdS background. The resulting
boundary action describes an approximately conformal U(1) current whose dimension
runs logarithmically with the energy scale. On the CFT side, this encodes the fact that
the U(1) breaking deformation is nearly-marginal.
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A An exact gravitational backreaction

Throughout this paper we approximate the gravitational backreaction occurring in the IR
for bulk mass parameter α < d

2 with an effective infrared brane whose location is estimated
in (2.18). We check the validity of this approximation by comparing it to an exact solution
of the Higgs-gravity system that creates a so-called soft wall. These exact solutions are
conveniently derived using the superpotential formalism, see e.g. [65–67].18 It is convenient
to work with the proper coordinate r where the warped metric ansatz is

ds2 = e−2A(r)ηµν dxµ dxν − dr2 . (A.1)

The relation to the conformal coordinate z is eA(r)dr = dz. In the AdS limit e r
R = z/R.

The simple bulk potential used in this text, V [Φ] = µ2Φ†Φ with µ2R2 ≡ α2 − d2

4 , does
not lend itself to a simple solution for the Φ vacuum expectation value when the gravitational
backreaction cannot be ignored, α < d/2. One must iteratively solve for the vev ⟨Φ⟩ = v(r),
its gravitational backreaction, and then revise v(r) due to this backreaction correction,
and so forth. Instead, one may consider a slightly different potential motivated by the
superpotential formalism,19

V [Φ] =
α2 − d2

4
R2 Φ†Φ−

d
(

d
2 − α

)2

2(d− 1)R2Md−1
∗

(Φ†Φ)2 . (A.2)

The exact solutions for the Higgs vev and the metric are [67, 69]

v(r) = vUVe
( d

2−α) r
R A(r) = r

R
+ v2

UV
4(d− 1)Md−1

∗
e(d−2α) r

R . (A.3)

The backreaction only appears as a nonlinear modification to the exponent of the warp
factor, A(r). The exact Higgs vev profile precisely matches what we find from the infrared
brane approximation, (2.14).

The spacetime is asymptotically AdS at small r i.e. small z. The backreaction is significant
when the vev term in (A.3) is of the same order of magnitude as the AdS term, r/R. In
conformal coordinates this condition is

zd−2α
IR ∼ Rd−2α 4(d− 1)M3

∗
v2

UV
log

(
zIR
R

)
. (A.4)

Observe that (A.4) has the same parametric form as the general estimate given in (2.18).
This provides a nontrivial check of our approximate approach to the backreaction.

We can readily compute the Schrödinger-like potential following the formalism of sec-
tions 5.1 and 5.3 using the exact soft wall metric (A.3). For zc(p) < zIR, the the effect of
the backreaction is negligible and the general conclusion applies: the bottom part of the
spectrum is independent of the IR backreaction.

18We thank Eugenio Megias for insightful explanations regarding these points.
19The superpotential formalism for any dimension can be found in [68]. The superpotential used here is

W = 1
R

(d − 1)(d − 2)Md−1
∗ + 1

R
(d − 2)

(
d
2 − α

)
|Φ|2.
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Bulk mass Regular Solution (z → ∞) Second Solution

α≫ d
2 zhKh

(√
−p2z2

)
zhIh

(√
−p2z2

)
α = d

2 zhKν

(√
−p2z2

)
zhIν

(√
−p2z2

)
α = d

2 − 1 zhKh

(√
m2

Az
2 − p2z2

)
zhIh

(√
m2

Az
2 − p2z2

)
α = 0 exp

(
mA

2Rz
2
)
L

(
−p2R

4vUV
, 0, mAz

2

R

)
exp

(
mA

2Rz
2
)
U

(
−p2R

4vUV
, 0, mAz

2

R

)

Table 1. Solutions to the homogeneous bulk equation of motion for different values of the Higgs
bulk mass parameter α2 = d2

4 + µ2R2. We use the solution that is regular at z → ∞ to calculate the
holographic self energy. We write h = d

2 − 1 and ν2 = h2 +m2
AR

2. We examine the case where α ≈ d
2

separately in section 7. For the case α = 0, U is the confluent hypergeometric function and L is the
Laguerre polynomial.

B Evaluation of the gauge boson self-energy

We complement section 5.2 with additional details for the computation of the holographic self
energy and the spectrum. Table 1 summarizes the solutions to the homogeneous bulk equation
of motion. The solution that is regular for spacelike momentum at z → ∞ corresponds to an
outgoing plane wave for timelike momentum as dictated by the iϵ prescription. The holographic
self energy (3.27) is a logarithmic derivative of this solution. For convenience, we define

h = d

2 − 1 ν =
√
h2 +m2

AR
2 . (B.1)

We present the self energies Σ(p) of the transverse part of the gauge field, Aµ
T, for different

values of α.

Case: α ≫ d
2 :

Σ(p) =
√
−p2

Kh−1
(√

−p2z2
UV

)
Kh

(√
−p2z2

UV

) ≈ 2
zUV

Γ(1− h)
Γ(h)

(
−p2z2

UV
4

)h

, (B.2)

where the approximation holds for |pzUV| ≪ 1 and d > 2.

Case: α = d
2 :

Σ(p) = −d− 2(1 + ν)
2zUV

+
√
−p2

Kν−1
(√

−p2z2
UV

)
Kν

(√
−p2z2

UV

) (B.3)

≈ − p2zUV
2(ν − 1) −

d− 2(1 + ν)
2zUV

+ 2
zUV

Γ(1− ν)
Γ(ν)

(
−p2z2

UV
4

)ν

, (B.4)

where the approximation holds for |pzUV| ≪ 1. The α = d/2 + ε case is detailed in section 7.
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Case: α = d
2 − 1:

Σ(p) =
√
m2

A − p2
Kh−1

(√
m2

A − p2zUV
)

Kh

(√
m2

A − p2zUV
) ≈ 2

zUV

Γ(1− h)
Γ(h)

[
(m2

A − p2)z2
UV

4

]h

, (B.5)

where the approximation holds for
∣∣(m2

A − p2)
∣∣ z2

UV ≪ 1 and d > 2. The approximation does
not hold for integer values of d/2; in that case one must use the asymptotic forms of the
Bessel functions of integer order.

Case: 0 ≤ α < d
2 −1. For |p| ≫ mA, the integral for the mode spacing (5.11) is dominated

by the region near the turning point. We obtain

∫ zc(p)

zUV
dz

1√
V (z)− p2 ≈

√
πΓ(1 + ℓα)
Γ
(

1
2 + ℓα

) R

p

(
p2

m2
A

)ℓα

ℓα ≡ 1
d− 2α− 2 . (B.6)

The mode spacing behaves as ∆mn ∝ R−1(m2
A/m

2
n)ℓα . We solve this to obtain the spectrum

for mn ≫ mA,

mn ≈ mA

 √
π

1 + 2ℓα

Γ
(

1
2 + ℓα

)
Γ(1 + ℓα)

(
n

mAR

)
1

1+2ℓα

. (B.7)

For d = 4, α = 0, the spectrum behaves as m2
n = 4nmA

R and thus exhibits Regge behavior.

Case: α = 0. For mAzUV ≪ 1, the holographic self-energy of Aµ is

Σ(p) = mA + 1
2zUVp

2
[
γE + log(mAR) +H

(
− p2R

4mA

)]
(B.8)

where γE is the Euler-Mascheroni constant and H(x) is the analytically continued harmonic
number.
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