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Abstract
We study the existence and uniqueness of solutions to the vector field Peierls–
Nabarro (PN)model for curved dislocations in a transversely isotropic medium.
Under suitable assumptions for the misfit potential on the slip plane, we reduce
the 3D PN model to a nonlocal scalar Ginzburg–Landau equation. For a par-
ticular range of elastic coefficients, the nonlocal scalar equation with explicit
nonlocal positive kernel is derived. We prove that any stable steady solution
has a one-dimensional profile. As a result, we obtain that solutions to the
scalar equation, as well as the original 3D system, are characterized as a one-
parameter family of straight dislocations. This paper generalizes results found
previously for the full isotropic case to an anisotropic setting.
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1. Introduction

The Peierls–Nabarro (PN) model plays a fundamental role in describing dislocations or line
defects in materials. Analysis of the model provides further insight on the design of newmater-
ials with desirable atomistic properties. The vectorial PN model is a nonlinear model that
describes the core structure of the dislocation by incorporating the atomistic effect in the dis-
location core into the continuum elastic model [14, 18]. As the most common line defects in
materials [12, 21], the core structures of dislocations are fundamental problems for studying
the stability of material structure and the minimum energy barrier for plastic deformations.
Particularly for general anisotropic materials, the stationary dislocation core profile and its
rigidity is a central problem. The existence and rigidity properties of dislocation profiles to the
vectorial PN model for fully isotropic elastic media has been explored recently in [4, 6, 7]. In
this paper, we investigate analogous questions for an anisotropic constitutive medium. In par-
ticular, we find the range of parameters in the anisotropic constitutive relation for which the sta-
tionary solution to the vectorial PN model is a one-dimensional profile given by a proper one-
dimensional scalar nonlocal Ginzburg–Landau equation with an explicitly computed kernel.

In the three-dimensional PN model for the displacement vector u= (u1,u2,u3), two half-
spaces separated by the slip plane of a dislocation are assumed to be linear elastic continua
described by Hooke’s law. Here the slip plane is assumed to be a fixed plane Γ, where the
horizontal displacement discontinuity (known as disregistry) happens. The two elastic continua
are connected by a nonlinear atomistic potential force across the slip plane, which results in a
boundary stress nonlinearly depending on the disregistry across the slip plane. The direction
and magnitude of the above disregistry due to the dislocation are characterized by the Burgers
vector b. Themagnitude of the Burgers vector represents the typical length to observe a heavily
distorted region in the dislocation core. Hence it is natural to rescale all the quantities including
spatial variables x1,x2,x3, the displacement vector u= (u1,u2,u3) and b with respect to the
magnitude of the Burgers vector. After rescaling, we regard all these quantities (with the same
notations) as dimensionless and regard the magnitude of the Burgers vector as 4. This means,
after some symmetric assumption on the upper/lower elastic bulk, the disregistry at far field in
the shear direction yields the bi-states far field condition ±1; see [4, 6, 7, 21]

In this work the elastic media are transversely isotropic; the stress–strain response of the
material is isotropic about an axis normal to the transverse, or basal, plane. The stiffness tensor
for transversely isotropic media is uniquely determined by five independent elastic coeffi-
cients, see (2.3) below. We compute the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map associated to the bulk
constitutive law in the two half-spaces separated by the slip plane in order to reduce the 3D
model to a strongly-coupled 2D nonlocal system. Because of the anisotropy of the media,
different slip planes Γ result in different forms of reduced models. In this work we treat two
different orientations of the slip plane. The first case is when Γ is oriented perpendicular to the
plane of isotropy, and the second case is when Γ and the plane of isotropy are parallel; see the
illustrations in figures 1 and 2.

The nonlinear misfit potentialW, defined on the slip plane, creates the boundary stress due
to the dislocation disregistry across the slip plane. In each case, we assume that W depends
only on the displacement disregistry in a single direction, and thatW is a periodic/double well
potential in that one variable. This assumption permits further reduction of the 2D system
to a nonlocal scalar Ginzburg–Landau equation. We compute the exact expression for this
integro-differential operator, and find the range of elastic coefficients for which the kernel of
the integro-differential operator is positive. The positivity of the kernel allows us to apply the
program that was carried out in [4] to establish the existence and rigidity of minimizers to the
PN model in the case of full isotropy. We conclude that the scalar Ginzburg–Landau equation

2



Nonlinearity 37 (2024) 025010 Y Gao and J M Scott

Figure 1. The slipe plane oriented perpendicular to the plane of isotropy.

Figure 2. The slipe plane oriented parallel to the plane of isotropy.

has a unique (up to translation and rotation) solution with a 1D profile. We then follow the
elastic extension procedures in [6, 7] to conclude the well-posedness of the full 3D PN system.

Again because of the anisotropy of the full 3D media, assuming different directions for the
dependence on W leads to different reduced 1D equations. In case I, when Γ is perpendicular
to the plane of isotropy andW =W(u1) depends only on the in-plane-of-isotropy direction of
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the displacement, the reduced 2D operator is highly-anisotropic, in the sense that its Fourier
symbol is characterized by more than three distinct frequency magnitudes. In case II, when Γ
is perpendicular to the plane of isotropy andW =W(u3) depends only on the out-of-plane-of-
isotropy direction of the displacement, the reduced 2D operator is anisotropic but depends on
three frequency magnitudes. In case III, when Γ is parallel to the plane of isotropy, the res-
ulting disregistry depends only on the reference configuration in the plane of isotropy, i.e. the
reduced 2D model closely resembles its analogue in the fully isotropic case. This 2D model
is itself isotropic, and so choosing W to depend on either direction of the displacement res-
ults in equivalent models. Our results in these three cases are summarized in three theorems
respectively: propositions 2.4, 2.5 and 5.2.

In the context of materials science, our results say that, for a certain set of elastic stiff-
ness tensors, and if the misfit potential depends only on the shear displacement relative to Γ,
then the equilibrium dislocation profile depends only on shear displacements in the slip plane.
Moreover, this unique (up to translations) shear displacement is a strictly monotonic 1D profile
that connects two stable states at far fields.

The proofs rely on the local BV estimates originally developed in [2] to study the quant-
itative flatness of nonlocal minimal surfaces. In [4, theorem 4.6], the authors use the flatness
estimate for the scalar solution of the nonlocal differential equation by combining the interior
BV estimate and a sharp interpolation inequality in [2, 5, 11, 19]. The crucial ingredients are
the explicit properties for the kernel representation of the nonlocal operator. To be precise,
the nonlocal kernel needs to be homogeneous with respect to dilations, strictly positive, and
have good decay estimates; see [2, 3, 6, 11]. Taking into account the transverse anisotropy of
the materials, for each of the three cases described above, we will take a specific range of the
five elastic constants so that we have the desired properties of the kernel K that describes the
scalar nonlocal operator. We use these properties along with [4, theorem 4.6] to obtain that
any bounded stable solution to the reduced scalar nonlocal equation in two dimensions has
a 1D profile. For other methods on the rigidity property for nonlocal Allen–Cahn equations,
we refer to [6, theorem 2] for using estimates of the spectrum of a linear operator and refer to
[1] for using a Liouville-type theorem for the original local equation. With the obtained rigid-
ity result and the explicit kernel representation for the one-dimensional nonlocal Allen–Cahn
equation reduced from the 3D vectorial dislocation model, one can further explore the long
time behaviour of dislocations using maximum principles for the nonlocal operator. We leave
this for a future work and refer to the methods in [8, 9, 15, 16] in the case of isotropy.

The PN model for transversely anisotropic media is a generalization of the PN model for
full isotropic media. Indeed, each result in this paper has a corresponding result for the PN
model in the full isotropic setting by making a particular choice of elastic coefficients; we
illustrate this in remarks throughout the paper. In particular, many of the results characterizing
the 2D and 1D nonlocal operators studied in [4, 6, 7] can be recovered from their analogous
statements in this work. At the same time, in cases I and II we make some special choices of
elastic coefficients so that the reduced model can be analysed relatively easily, but the question
of whether the results in this work hold for a general choice of coefficients that, for instance,
do not satisfy (2.11) below, is open. Our techniques become more difficult to use in the general
case; in fact we have not been able to find an expression for the kernel K in the reduced scalar
nonlocal operator for cases beyond those considered in this work.

The paper is organized as follows: in the next section we specify notation and necessary
technical lemmas. In section 2 we define the 3D PNmodel in the case that Γ is perpendicular to
the plane of isotropy and calculate the reduced 2D model via the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map.
Section 3 contains the computation and properties of the further reduced 1D nonlocal model
in the case that W depends only on u1, and section 4 contains the same in the case that W
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depends only on u3. In section 5 the 3D PN model for the parallel setting is derived, and also
contains the dimension reductions, computation and properties of the scalar equation. Finally
in section 6 we conclude that, for each of the three reduced problems, bounded stable solutions
have 1D profiles, and thus complete the proof of propositions 2.4, 2.5 and 5.2.

1.1. Notation and preliminaries

For d⩾ 2, denote the Schwarz class as S (Rd) and its dual as S ′(Rd), and denote the homo-
geneous Sobolev spaces (see [10]) as

Hs
(
Rd
)
:=

{
u ∈ S ′ (Rd

)
:

ˆ
Rd

|ξ|2s|û(ξ) |2 dξ <∞
}
.

The Fourier transform for L1(R2) functions v is written as

v̂(k) = Fv(k) =
ˆ
R2

e−ıx·kv(x) dx ,

with inverse denoted by

v∨ (k) = F−1v(k) = (2π)−2
ˆ
R2

eıx·kv(x) dx .

Lemma 1.1. Let ρ> 0. The integral representation of the square root of the operator (−∆)ρ :=
(−∂2x1 − ρ∂2x2) acting on sufficiently smooth u : R

2 → R is

(−∆ρ)
1/2 u(x) :=− 1

4π
√
ρ

ˆ
R2

u(x− y)+ u(x+ y)− 2u(x)(
y21 +

y23
ρ

)3/2 dy ,

and the associated Fourier symbol is
√
k21 + ρk22.

See for instance [10] for the case ρ= 1; the proof for general ρ> 0 is similar.

2. Slip plane perpendicular to the plane of isotropy: the 3D model

For this section we introduce the 3D PNmodel for transversely anisotropic elasticity, and then
in section 2.1 we reduce it to a 2D nonlocal model via the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map. The
first two main results (propositions 2.4 and 2.5) for the case of the slip plane perpendicular to
the plane of isotropy are summarized in this section. The proofs of these two results will be
completed in section 6.

In the PN model, the two half spaces of the elastic medium are separated by the slip plane
Γ. Let u= (u1,u2,u3) be the displacement vector. The total energy of the system is

E(u) := Eels (u)+Emis (u) . (2.1)

The material properties of transversely isotropic materials are determined by five independent
elastic constants C11, C13, C33, C44, and C66. These constants determine the stress–strain rela-
tion comprising the total elastic energy Eels(u) for the two half-spaces. To be precise, Eels(u)
is defined as

Eels (u) =
1
2

ˆ
R3\Γ

σ : εdx=
1
2

ˆ
R3\Γ

σijεij dx , (2.2)
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where εij is the strain tensor

εij =
1
2
(∂jui + ∂i uj) , for i, j,= 1,2,3, ∂i :=

∂

∂xi
,

and σ is the stress tensor in R3×3 given by

σ11 = C11ε11 +(C11 − 2C66)ε22 +C13ε33 ,

σ22 = (C11 − 2C66)ε11 +C11ε22 +C13ε33 ,

σ33 = C13ε11 +C13ε22 +C33ε33 ,

σ23 = σ32 = C44ε23 ,

σ13 = σ31 = C44ε13 ,

σ12 = σ21 = C66ε12 .

(2.3)

We are using Einstein summation notation in (2.2):

σijεij =
3∑

i,j=1

σijεij .

The five elastic moduli defining σ are assumed to satisfy the uniform ellipticity conditions (see
[13, 17])

0< C66 < C11 , C2
13 < C33 (C11 −C66) , C44 > 0 . (2.4)

Note that one can recover the PN model for fully isotropic media by setting

C11 = C33 = 2µ
1− ν

1− 2ν
, C13 = 2µ

ν

1− 2ν
, C44 = C66 = µ, (2.5)

where µ is the shear modulus and ν is the Poisson ratio.
In this first setting, Γ is taken perpendicular to the plane of isotropy, that is,

Γ = {(x1,x2,x3) : x2 = 0}; see figure 1. The misfit energy Emis(u) across the slip plane due
to atomistic reactions is therefore given by

Emis (u) :=
ˆ
Γ

γ
(
u+1 − u−1 ,u

+
3 − u−3

)
dS=

ˆ
Γ

W
(
u+1 ,u

+
3

)
dS ,

where

u±i (x1,x3) := ui
(
x1,0

±,x3
)
for i = 1,3 .

We assume that the nonlinear potentialW is twice differentiable with Hölder-continuous deriv-
atives, i.e. W ∈ C2,a

b (R2;R) for some a ∈ (0,1).
The equilibrium structure of a dislocation is obtained by minimizing (2.2) subject to the

following conditions at the slip plane

u+1 (x1,x3) =−u−1 (x1,x3) ,

u+2 (x1,x3) = u−2 (x1,x3) ,

u+3 (x1,x3) =−u−3 (x1,x3) .

(2.6)

We will also consider two different scenarios for the form of W; we will treat the cases
∂u1W= 0 and ∂u3W= 0 separately in sections 3 and 4. In the former case we assume the bi-
states far field boundary condition for u1

u+1 (±∞,x3) =±1 for any x3 ∈ R , (2.7)

6
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and in the latter case we assume a similar condition for u3

u+3 (x1,±∞) =±1 for any x1 ∈ R . (2.8)

We remark that the Dirichlet-type boundary condition, for instance u1(x1,x3) =±1 at x1 =
±r for some fixed r, can also be considered. However, the truncated dislocation profile can
only be regarded as an approximation for the displacement profile in the entire space, since
after constant extension outside a given bounded domain, the total energy for such a truncated
dislocation profile is larger than the true minimizer defined via definition 2.2.

Formally, the elastic energy is infinite due to the slow decay rate of ε. We therefore define a
minimizer via perturbation. To be precise, for any φ ∈ C∞(R3 \Γ;R3) with compact support
in a Euclidean ball BR(0)⊂ R3 we define the perturbed elastic energy

Êels (φ|u) :=
ˆ
R3\Γ

1
2
(σu +σφ) : (εu + εφ)−

1
2
σu : εu dx

=

ˆ
R3\Γ

1
2

(
(σφ)ij (εφ)ij+(σu)ij (εφ)ij+(σφ)ij (εu)ij

)
dx

:= Eels (φ)+ Cels (u,φ) ,

where the cross term is defined as

Cels (u,φ) :=
ˆ
R3\Γ

1
2
(σu : εφ +σφ : εu) dx=

ˆ
R3\Γ

1
2

(
(σu)ij (εφ)ij+(σφ)ij (εu)ij

)
dx

and σu, εu and σφ, εφ are the stress and strain tensors corresponding to u and φ, respectively.
We also define the perturbed misfit energy as

Êmis (φ|u) :=
ˆ
Γ

W
(
u+1 +φ+

1 ,u
+
3 +φ+

3

)
−W

(
u+1 ,u

+
3

)
dS.

The perturbed total energy is then defined as

Ê(φ|u) := Êels (φ|u)+ Êmis (φ|u) .

Remark 2.1. Since u and u+φ coincide outside of BR, the perturbed elastic energy Ê(φ|u)
is equivalent to the local perturbed elastic energy

Êels (φ|u;BR) :=
ˆ
BR\Γ

1
2
(σu +σφ) : (εu + εφ)−

1
2
σu : εu dx := Eels (u+φ;BR)−Eels (u;BR) ,

and similarly for the misfit energy

Êmis (φ|u;BR) :=
ˆ
BR∩Γ

W
(
u+1 +φ+

1 ,u
+
3 +φ+

3

)
−W

(
u+1 ,u

+
3

)
dS := Emis (u+φ;BR)−Emis (u;BR) ,

so that Ê(φ|u) is equivalent to

Ê(φ|u;BR) := Êels (φ|u;BR)+ Êmis (φ|u;BR) := E(u+φ;BR)−E(u;BR) .

Hence, we say that u is a local minimizer, following the convention in [7].

Definition 2.2. We call u a local minimizer of E if u satisfies

E(u+φ;BR)−E(u;BR)⩾ 0

7
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for any φ ∈ C∞(R3 \Γ;R3) with compact support in a Euclidean ball BR(0)⊂ R3 satisfying
the conditions

φ+
1 (x1,x3) =−φ−

1 (x1,x3) ,

φ+
2 (x1,x3) = φ−

2 (x1,x3) ,

φ+
3 (x1,x3) =−φ−

3 (x1,x3) .

(2.9)

In order to define the Euler–Lagrange equation associated to the total energy E we need to
set some notation. We define Lu to be the second-order partial differential system

Lu := divσ , (Lu)i = Lijuj, i = 1,2,3,

where Lij with i,j= 1, 2, 3, is the matrix of partial derivatives

L11 = C11∂11 +C66∂22 +C44∂33 ,

L22 = C66∂11 +C11∂22 +C44∂33 ,

L33 = C44∂11 +C44∂22 +C33∂33 ,

L23 = L32 = (C13 +C44)∂23 ,

L13 = L31 = (C13 +C44)∂13 ,

L12 = L21 = (C11 −C66)∂12 .

Lemma 2.3. Assume that u ∈ C2(R3 \Γ;R3) satisfying (2.6) and either (2.7) or (2.8) is a
local minimizer of the total energy E in the sense of definition 2.2. Then u satisfies the Euler–
Lagrange equations

Lu= 0 in R3 \Γ ,
σ+
12 +σ−

12 = ∂u1W
(
u+1 ,u

+
3

)
on Γ ,

σ+
32 +σ−

32 = ∂u3W
(
u+1 ,u

+
3

)
on Γ ,

σ+
22 −σ−

22 = 0on Γ .

(2.10)

Proof. The computation is similar to its analogue in the case of fully isotropic elasticity; see
[4, appendix A] for the isotropic case.

The analysis of the reduced models changes significantly depending on the choice of the
elastic coefficients. We leave more general cases to future works, but here we make the
choices √

C11C33 −C13 − 2C44 = 0 , and C11 = C33 . (2.11)

The first relation greatly simplifies the analysis, while the second relation further simplifies
the presentation of the results for the case of Γ perpendicular to the plane of isotropy.

Our first two main results are the following:

Proposition 2.4 (case I: Γ perpendicular to the plane of isotropy, ∂u3W= 0). Suppose that
the five elastic constants satisfy (2.4) and (2.11), and assume that the quantities

ν :=
C13

2(C13 +C44)
, δ :=

C66

C44
, µ := C44 (2.12)

satisfy

δ > 0 and max

{
1− 2

δ
,

√
δ

2
2δ− 3

2δ3/2 − 2δ1/2 + 1

}
< ν <

2

4− δ+
√
δ2 + 8

. (2.13)

8
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Assume that ∂u3W= 0, i.e. W(u1,u3) =W(u1), and that

Wis a periodic / double-well potential in C2,a
b (R)satisfying

W(v)>W(±1) for x ∈ (−1,1) , W ′ ′ (±1)> 0.
(2.14)

Then the system (2.10) has a unique (up to translation in the x1-direction and rotation about
the x2-axis) classical solution u : R3 → R3 belonging to C∞(R3 \Γ) with u(·,x2, ·) ∈ Ḣs(R2)
for all s⩾ 1 and for all fixed x2 6= 0. Moreover, the solution is a local minimizer of E in the
sense of definition 2.2. The first component u1 is the unique stable solution to (3.3)with specific
nonlocal kernel defined in (3.14) and u1 has a 1D profile.

Proposition 2.5 (case II: Γ perpendicular to the plane of isotropy, ∂u1W= 0). Suppose that
the five elastic constants satisfy (2.4) and (2.11). Define the quantities µ, ν and δ as in (2.12),
and define

p := δ (2(1− ν)− δ (1− 2ν)) and q := 1− ν . (2.15)

Suppose that

(ν,δ) ∈ U+ , (2.16)

where U+ ⊂ R2 is the open region enclosed by the curves ν = 1
2 , ν =

δ(δ−2)
2(δ2−δ+1) , ν = 1− 2

δ ,

ν = 2
1+4δ−2δ2+

√
1−8δ+28δ2−16δ3+4δ4

, and p= r̃, where r̃(q) is the smallest positive root of the
polynomial

x 7→ −8(−1+ q)x4 + 8(−1+ q)q3 + q2
(
13+ 14q− 11q2

)
x

+
(
−11+ 14q+ 13q2

)
x3 + 2q

(
1− 18q+ q2

)
x2 .

Assume that ∂u1W= 0, i.e. W(u1,u3) =W(u3) and that W satisfies (2.14). Then the sys-
tem (2.10) has a unique (up to translation in the x3-direction and rotation about the x2-axis)
classical solution u : R3 → R3 belonging to C∞(R3 \Γ) with u(·,x2, ·) ∈ Ḣs(R2) for all s⩾ 1
and for all fixed x2 6= 0. Moreover, the solution is a local minimizer of E in the sense of defin-
ition 2.2. The third component u3 is the unique stable solution to (4.2) with specific nonlocal
kernel defined in (4.7) and u3 has a 1D profile.

Note that (2.11) and (2.12) imply that

C11 = C33 = 2µ
1− ν

1− 2ν
, C13 = 2µ

ν

1− 2ν
, C44 = µ, C66 = δµ.

The case δ= 1 corresponds to the case of isotropic elasticity, and µ and ν respectively corres-
pond to the shear modulus and Poisson’s ratio of an isotropic solid.

The conditions in (2.4) for uniform ellipticity are equivalent to the conditions

0< µ, 0< δ < 4 , 1− 2
δ
< ν <

1
2
. (2.17)

Note that δ can be arbitrarily close to 0, so there is no lower bound on ν; this is expected
behaviour of Poisson’s ratios in anisotropic media [20]. It is straightforward to check that
the regions in the (ν,δ)-plane described by (2.13) and U+ are subsets of the region defined
by (2.17).

2.1. Reduction of the 3D system to a nonlocal 2D system

We can reduce to a nonlocal 2D system that depends only on u+1 and u+3 by using the relations
in (2.10) satisfied by the Dirichlet-to-Neumann maps (−σ+

12,−σ
+
22,−σ

+
32) and (σ−

12,σ
−
22,σ

−
32)

9
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for the upper and lower half-spaces respectively. We calculate this map using the Fourier trans-
form. Here, x= (x1,x3) and k= (k1,k3), so that statements for the slip plane inherit the con-
ventions used for the full 3D system.We state the dimension reduction in the following lemma.

Lemma 2.6. Let C11, C13, C33, C44 and C66 satisfy (2.4) and (2.11), and define µ, ν and δ
as in (2.12). Suppose that u satisfies (2.10) and remains bounded as |x2| →∞, and assume
that u+1 and u+3 belong to the fractional Sobolev space Hs(R2) for some s⩾ 1/2. Then u can
be expressed entirely in terms of u+1 and u+3 . In particular, (u

+
1 ,u

+
3 ) satisfies the nonlocal

system[
F
(
σ+
12 (k)+σ−

12 (k)
)

F
(
σ+
32 (k)+σ−

32 (k)
)] :=−A(k)

[
û+1 (k)

û+3 (k)

]
= F

[
∂u1W

(
u+1 ,u

+
3

)
∂u3W

(
u+1 ,u

+
3

)] on Γ , (2.18)

where the 2× 2 matrix A(k) is given by

A(k) :=
2µ

1− ν
r1 ·

 δ(2(1−ν)−δ(1−2ν))k21+(1−ν)k23
r21

δνk1k3
r21

k1k3
δr21

· (νδ+(1−ν)(1−δ))r2+(νδ2−(1−ν)(1−δ)2)r1
r1+r2

r1r2−νk21
r21

 , (2.19)

and

r1 := r1 (k) :=
√
k21 + k23/δ and r2 := r2 (k) :=

√
k21 + k23 . (2.20)

Note that when δ= 1 the matrix A is consistent with the Fourier transform of the Dirichlet-
to-Neumann map in the setting of dislocations in fully isotropic media, see [4].

Proof. Dividing the system by C44, taking the Fourier transform of Lu= 0 in the (x1,x3)
variables, and using (2.11) and (2.12) gives the set of three equations

−
(
2(1− ν)

1− 2ν
k21 + k23

)
û1 + δ∂22û1 +

(
2(1− ν)

1− 2ν
− δ

)
(ık1)∂2û2 −

1
1− 2ν

(k1k3) û3 = 0 ,(
2(1− ν)

1− 2ν
− δ

)
(i k1)∂2û1 −

(
δk21 + k23

)
û2 +

2(1− ν)

1− 2ν
∂22û2 +

1
1− 2ν

(ık3)∂2û3 = 0 ,

− 1
1− 2ν

(k1k3) û1 +
1

1− 2ν
(ık3)∂2û2 −

(
k21 +

2(1− ν)

1− 2ν
k23

)
û3 + ∂22û3 = 0 .

This is a 3× 3 system of second-order ODEs in x2. We solve this system in the upper and
lower half-spaces separately.

To solve this system in the upper half-space, we write it as a 6× 6 first-order system

∂2

[
û(k,x2)
∂2û(k,x2)

]
= A(k)

[
û(k,x2)
∂2û(k,x2)

]
(2.21)

where the 6× 6 matrix A depends on k, µ, ν and δ, with boundary conditions

û(k1,k3,0) = û+ (k1,k3) , û(k,+∞) = 0 .

Thanks to the conditions (2.4) and (2.11), the characteristic polynomial of A(k) has six real
nonzero roots±r1(k) and±r2(k) as in (2.20), and±r2 both have multiplicity 2. So the general
solution to (2.21) is an arbitrary linear combination of six terms, each of which is a product of
a (generalized) eigenvector and e±ri(k)x2 , where i = 1,2. The computation is straightforward.

Since u remains bounded as |x2| →∞, we exclude the solutions with positive roots from
the final solution, i.e. three of the coefficients in the linear combination are zero. The remaining
three coefficients are completely determined by the boundary conditions at x2 = 0, and so the
unique solution to (2.21) has the form û(k,x2) = B+(k,x2)û+(k) for x2 > 0, for a 3× 3 matrix

10
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B+. The form of the matrix B+ is determined only from the properties of the eigenvalues and
eigenvectors of A.

In exactly a similar way, the unique solution to the system (2.21) for the lower half-space
with boundary conditions

û(k1,k3,0) = û− (k1,k3) , û(k,−∞) = 0 ,

has the form û(k,x2) = B−(k,x2)û− for x2 < 0, for some 3× 3 matrixB−. In fact,B−(k,x2) =
B+(k,−x2), where z is the complex conjugate of z.

Next, we use the slip plane boundary conditions (2.6) to see that û(k, t) depends only on
û+1 , û

+
2 , and û

+
3 for all k ∈ R2 and all x2 ∈ R. Finally, the equation F(σ+

22 −σ−
22) = 0 in (2.10)

allows us to write û+2 in terms of û+1 and û+3 , and inserting this relation into the other two
equations involving the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map in (2.10) gives the expression (2.19) for
the matrix A(k).

The matrixA is positive-definite for k 6= 0 thanks to the uniform ellipticity conditions (2.4).
Thus by Plancherel’s identity

C−1 ‖(u1,u3)‖2Ḣ 1
2 (Γ)

⩽
ˆ
Γ

〈A(k)(û1, û3) ,(û1, û3)〉 dk1 dk3 ⩽ C‖(u1,u3)‖2Ḣ 1
2 (Γ)

.

In the next two sections we treat Cases I and II as described in the introduction. In case I, W
depends only on u+1 , and in case II, W depends only on u+3 . In both cases the simplification
allows us to further reduce the 2D equation to a one-dimensional problem.

3. The 1D reduced equation in the perpendicular case: ∂u3W= 0

Under the assumption that W(u1,u3) =W(u1), we derive the reduced scalar equation for u+1 ,
which is an anisotropic nonlocal Ginzburg-Landau equation.Wewill derive the nonlocal kernel
representation for this anisotropic nonlocal equation in proposition 3.1. Then we study the
explicit formula for the nonlocal kernel and prove the positivity of this kernel in propositions
3.4 and 3.6.

At this point, we drop the superscripts on u+1 , u
+
3 for simplicity. However, we retain the

index convention for the spatial and frequency variables x= (x1,x3) ∈ R2 and k= (k1,k3) ∈
R2. Our reduced nonlocal system reads

A(k)

[
û1 (k)
û3 (k)

]
=−F

[
∂u1W(u1,u3)
∂u3W(u1,u3)

]
on Γ . (3.1)

Since ∂u3W= 0, we can solve for û3 in terms of û1 and substitute into the remaining equation.
We obtain the one-dimensional scalar anisotropic nonlocal equation for û1 in Fourier space

F (Lu1)(k1,k3) :=
detA(k)
a22 (k)

û1 (k) =−F (W ′ (u1)) . (3.2)

Therefore, we invert the Fourier transform and obtain a new 1D nonlocal equation

Lu1 (x1,x3) =−W ′ (u1 (x1,x3)) , (x1,x3) ∈ Γ ,

lim
x1→±∞

u1 (x1,x3) =±1 , x3 ∈ R , (3.3)

where the nonlocal operator L has the Fourier symbol

m̃(k) :=
2µr2

(
pk21 + k23

)
r1r2 − νk21

(3.4)

11
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with p defined in (2.15). This symbol has a ‘doubly nonlocal’ nature, consisting of products
of square roots of anisotropic symbols. Since ν < 1/2 we have

2µmin{1,p}r2 (k)⩽ m̃(k)⩽ µC(δ,ν)r2 (k) for all k ∈ R2 .

We now derive the integral formulation of L in S (R2). The integral formulation for L agrees
with the Fourier inversion formula whenever the function it acts on is sufficiently smooth, for
instance u ∈ Ḣs(R2)∩L∞(R2) for s⩾ 1.

Proposition 3.1. Suppose that K1 and K2 are the unique C∞ solutions in R2 \ {0} of the
partial differential equations(
δ
(
1− ν2

)
∂41 +(1+ δ)∂21∂

2
3 + ∂43

)
K1 (x) =

(
∂21 + ∂23

)(
p∂21 + ∂23

)( 1(
x21 + δx23

)3/2
)

(3.5)

and (
δ
(
1− ν2

)
∂41 +(1+ δ)∂21∂

2
3 + ∂43

)
K2 (x) =

(
p∂41 + ∂21∂

2
3

)( 1(
x21 + x23

)3/2
)
. (3.6)

Then the integral form of the operator L defined in (3.2) is

Lw(x) =− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(w(x− y)+w(x+ y)− 2w(x))K(y) dy , (3.7)

where K(x) := 2µδ
(√
δK1(x)+ νK2(x)

)
.

Proof. We want the denominator of m̃ to be a local operator so that we can integrate by parts
in the half-Laplacian definition. If we rationalize the denominator, then m̃ remains in S ′(R2),
and the Fourier symbol becomes

m̃(k) = 2µδ
mn (k)
md (k)

,

where the symbols mn(k) and md(k) are defined as

mn (k) := r2
(
pk21 + k23

)(
r1r2 + νk21

)
and

md (k) := ck41 + bk21k
2
3 + k43 with c := δ

(
1− ν2

)
, b := (1+ δ) . (3.8)

Heremd is a local operator, andmn is a sum of compositions of local operators with square-root
operators.

Separate mn into two pieces: mn = mn,1 + νmn,2 where

mn,1 := r22
(
pk21 + k23

)
r1 ,

mn,2 := k21
(
pk21 + k23

)
r2 .

Note that, as functions of variables k21 and k
2
2, both

mn,1

r1
and mn,2

r2
are homogeneous second-order

polynomials, hence define anisotropic biharmonic-type differential operators.
Define Ln, Ln,1 and Ln,2 to be the operators whose Fourier symbols are mn,

mn,1

r1
and mn,2

r2
respectively. Therefore for any w ∈ S (R2)

F (Lnw) = F
(
Ln,1 ◦

(
−∆ 1

δ

)1/2
w+ νLn,2 ◦ (−∆)1/2w

)
=
(
mn,1 (k)+ νmn,2 (k)

)
ŵ=mn (k) ŵ

in S ′(R2), where the anisotropic fractional Laplacian has been defined in lemma 1.1.

12
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Define Ld to be the operator whose symbol is md. By using a cutoff function near the origin
and using the dominated convergence theorem, wemay assume that ŵ vanishes near the origin.
Now define v ∈ S (R2) by w= Ldv. Thus v̂= ŵ

md(k)
. So, we have

Lw := 2µδ (L1w+ νL2w)

= 2µδ

((
−∆ 1

δ

)1/2
Ln,1L

−1
d w+ ν (−∆)

1/2Ln,2L
−1
d w

)
= 2µδ

((
−∆ 1

δ

)1/2
Ln,1v+ ν (−∆)

1/2Ln,2v

)
.

Treat L1 and L2 separately. By the representation formula in lemma 1.1

L1w(x) =−
√
δ

4π

ˆ
R2

(Ln,1)x v(x− y)+ (Ln,1)x v(x+ y)− 2(Ln,1)x v(x)(
y21 + δy23

)3/2 dy

=−
√
δ

4π

ˆ
R2

(Ln,1)y

(
v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−

(∑
|a|⩽4

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)))
(
y21 + δy23

)3/2 dy .

Here we are using multi-index notation: a= (a1,a3) ∈ N2
0, |a|= a1 + a3, a! = a1!a3!, ya =

ya11 y
a3
3 , and D

av(x) = ∂|a|

∂
a1
x1
∂
a3
x3

v(x). Now integrating by parts (we can use integration by parts

here without difficulty by using the P.V. definition of the integral operator and observe that the
boundary term→ 0 as the P.V. limit is taken),

L1w(x)

=−
√
δ

4π

ˆ
R2

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−
∑
|a|⩽4

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)(Ln,1)y
(

1(
y21 + δy23

)3/2
)

dy .

Since K1(y) satisfies

LdK1 (y) = Ln,1

(
1(

y21 + δy23
)3/2

)
,

integrating by parts again gives

L1w(x) =−
√
δ

4π

ˆ
R2

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−
∑
|a|⩽4

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)(Ld)yK1 (y) dy

=−
√
δ

4π

ˆ
R2

(Ld)y

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−
∑
|a|⩽4

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)K1 (y) dy

=−
√
δ

4π

ˆ
R2

((Ld)xv(x− y)+ (Ld)xv(x+ y)− 2(Ld)xv(x))K1(y)dy

=−
√
δ

4π

ˆ
R2

(w(x− y)+w(x+ y)− 2w(x))K1(y)dy .

13



Nonlinearity 37 (2024) 025010 Y Gao and J M Scott

We treat L2 the same way:

L2w(x) =− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(Ln,2)x v(x− y)+ (Ln,2)x v(x+ y)− 2(Ln,2)x v(x)(
y21 + y23

)3/2 dy

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(Ln,2)y

(
v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−

∑
|a|⩽4

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

))
(
y21 + y23

)3/2 dy .

(3.9)

Integrating by parts,

L2w(x)

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−
∑
|a|⩽4

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)(Ln,2)y
(

1(
y21 + y23

)3/2
)

dy .

Since K2(y) satisfies

LdK2 (y) = Ln,2

(
1(

y21 + y23
)3/2

)
,

integrating by parts again results in

L2w(x) =− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−
∑
|a|⩽6

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)(Ld)yK2 (y) dy

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(Ld)y

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−
∑
|a|⩽6

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)K2 (y) dy

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(
(Ld)x v(x− y)+ (Ld)x v(x+ y)− 2(Ld)x v(x)

)
K2(y)dy

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(w(x− y)+w(x+ y)− 2w(x))K2(y)dy .

3.1. The formula for the kernel

We now find the formula for the nonlocal kernel K in (3.7) by solving the PDEs for K1(x) and
K2(x).

Lemma 3.2. Let µ, δ and ν satisfy (2.17), define p and q as in (2.15), and define b and c as
in (3.8). Then there exists a solution K1 to the equation (3.5) given by

K1 (x1,x3) =
Ax121 +Bx101 x

2
3 +Cx81x

4
3 +Dx61x

6
3 +Ex41x

8
3 +Fx21x

10
3 +Gx123(

x21 + δx23
) 3

2
(
x41 + bx21x

2
3 + cx23

)3 , (3.10)

14
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where

A=
−2b+ δ+ 2p+ 2

δ
,

B=
3
(
2b2 − 2b(δ+ p+ 1)− 4c+ 3δ+ 3δp+ 4p

)
δ

,

C=
9b2δ+ 6c(3b− 5δ− 4p− 4)− 6b

(
δ2 + δ+ δp− p

)
+ 3δ (2δ+ 2δp+ 11p)

δ
,

D=
b2 (δ (2δ+ 1)+ (δ+ 2)p)− 2b(c(−13δ+ p+ 1)+ δ (δ+(δ− 13)p))

δ

+
20c2 − 2c(δ (10δ+ 23)+ (23δ+ 10)p)+ 20δ2p

δ
,

E=
−6c

(
b
(
−δ2 + δ+ δp+ p

)
+ δ (4δ+ 4δp+ 5p)

)
+ 9bδp(b+ 2δ)+ c2 (33δ+ 6p+ 6)

δ
,

F= 6b2δp− 6c(b(δ+ δp+ p)+ 2δp)+ 3c2 (4δ+ 3p+ 3) ,

G= c(c(2δ+ 2δp+ p)− 2bδp) .

(3.11)

K1 is the unique solution of (3.5) in C∞(R2 \ {0}), and K1 satisfies the following:

i) K1(x) = K1(−x), K1(ρx) = ρ−3K1(x) for ρ> 0.
ii) |xaDaK1(x)|< C

|x|3 for any multi-index a ∈ N2
0 and any x 6= 0.

Proof. Recall the definitions of the operators Ld and Ln,1 from the proof of proposition 3.1.
The right-hand side of (3.5) is equal to

G1 (x1,x3) :=
P1 (x1,x3)(
x21 + δx23

) 11
2

,

where P1 is the fourth-degree polynomial

P1 (x1,x3) := 45
(
d1 (ν,δ)x

4
1 + d2 (ν,δ)x

2
1x

2
3 + d3 (ν,δ)x

4
3

)
, with

d1 (ν,δ) := 8p− 2δ (1+ p)+ δ2 ,

d2 (ν,δ) := δ
(
−12p+ 17(1+ p)δ− 12δ2

)
,

d3 (ν,δ) := δ2
(
p− δ2(1+ p)+ 8δ2

)
.

Our guess for a solution of (3.5) is (3.10), with constants A through G to be determ-
ined. Applying Ld to this ansatz, we obtain a function of the form K1(x1,x3) =

Π(x1,x3)

(x21+δx23)
11
2 (x41+bx

2
1x

2
3+cx

2
3)

5
, where Π is a polynomial with terms x2i1 x

2(12−i)
3 , where i ∈

{0,1, . . . ,12}. Multiplying the equation LdK1(x) = G1(x) by the denominator of this expres-
sion, we obtain a linear system of thirteen equations for the seven unknown coefficients A
throughG. This linear system has a unique solution and we obtain that K1 is of the form (3.10)
with coefficients given by (3.11).

Properties i) and ii) for K1(x) are now apparent. Converting to polar coordinates (x1,x3) =
(rcosθ,rsinθ), the equation (3.5) becomes a fourth-order ODE in θ after multiplying by r11,
with coefficients that are polynomials in sin(θ) and cos(θ) with bounded right-hand side. We
have the existence and uniqueness of a solution to this ODE with π-periodic boundary con-
ditions on its derivatives up to order 3, and since we have also shown that K is smooth away
from the origin, we deduce that K is unique.
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Lemma 3.3. Let µ, δ and ν satisfy (2.17). Define p and q as in (2.15), and define b and c as
in (3.8). Then there exists a solution K2 to the equation (3.6) given by

K2 (x1,x3) =
Ax121 +Bx101 x

2
3 +Cx81x

4
3 +Dx61x

6
3 +Ex41x

8
3 +Fx21x

10
3 +Gx123(

x21 + x23
) 3

2
(
x41 + bx21x

2
3 + cx23

)3 . (3.12)

where

A= 2 ,

B=−6b+ 12p+ 9 ,

C= 6b(p− 1)− 24c+ 33p+ 6 ,

D= b2 − 2b(c+ 1)+ 2(b+ 13)bp− 20cp− 46c+ 20p ,

E=−6c((b+ 5)p+ b+ 4)+ 9b(b+ 2)p+ 6c2 ,

F= 6b2p− 6bc(p+ 1)+ 3c(3c− 4p) ,

G= c(c(p+ 2)− 2bp) .

(3.13)

K2 is the unique solution of (3.6) in C∞(R2 \ {0}), and K2 satisfies the following:

i) K2(x) = K2(−x), K2(ρx) = ρ−3K2(x) for ρ> 0.
ii) |xaDaK2(x)|< C

|x|3 for any multi-index a ∈ N2
0 and any x 6= 0.

Proof. The right-hand side of (3.6) is equal to

G2 (x1,x3) :=
P2 (x1,x3)(
x21 + x23

) 11
2

,

where P2 is a fourth-degree polynomial defined as

P2 (x1,x3) := 45
(
(8p− 2)x41 +(17− 12p)x21x

2
3 +(p− 2)x43

)
.

Our guess for a solution of (3.6) is (3.12). In exactly the same way, we apply Ld to this ansatz
and obtain a function of the form K2(x1,x3) =

Π(x1,x3)

(x21+x
2
3)

11
2 (x41+bx

2
1x

2
3+cx

2
3)

5
, whereΠ is a polynomial

with terms x2i1 x
2(12−i)
3 , where i ∈ {0,1, . . . ,12}. Multiplying the equation LdK2(x) = G2(x) by

the denominator of this expression, we obtain a linear system of thirteen equations for the
seven unknown coefficients A through G. This linear system also has a unique solution, and
we obtain that K2 is of the form (3.12) with A through G given by (3.13).

In summary, we have

Proposition 3.4. The kernel function K : R2 \ {0}→ R of the operator (3.7) is defined by

K(x) := 2µδ
(√

δK1 (x)+ νK2 (x)
)
. (3.14)

Here the functions K1(x) and K2(x) are defined via (3.10)–(3.11) and (3.12)–(3.13),
respectively.

Remark 3.5. When δ= 1, then p= 1, b= 2 and c= (1+ ν)(1− ν), and so the formula for K
simplifies to

K(z) = 2µ
Az41 +Bz21z

2
3 +Cz43

|z|
(
z21 + qz23

)3 (3.15)
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with

A= 3− 2q, B= 2
(
3q2 − 5q+ 3

)
, C= q(3q− 2) , (3.16)

and q= 1− ν. This is exactly the kernel associated to the 1D reduced operator in the case of
isotropic elasticity [4]; see also section 5 below.

3.2. The region where K is positive

A crucial component of our analysis requires that K is positive everywhere inR2 \ {0}. Below,
for case I, we compute the range of elastic coefficients for which this holds.

Proposition 3.6 (Positivity of kernel for case I). Let µ, δ and ν satisfy (2.17). Define p and q
as in (2.15), and define b and c as in (3.8). Suppose also that ν and δ satisfy (2.13). Let K(x) =
2µδ

(√
δK1(x)+ νK2(x)

)
be the kernel for the nonlocal operator in (3.3), where functions

K1(x) and K2(x) are defined via (3.10)–(3.11) and (3.12)–(3.13), respectively. Then there exist
positive constants cδ,ν and Cδ,ν depending only on δ and ν such that

µcδ,ν
|x|3 ⩽ K(x)⩽ µCδ,ν

|x|3 .

Proof. Since K(ρx) = ρ−3K(x) for any ρ> 0, we need only be concerned with the minimum
values of K on |x|= 1, i.e. the minimum values of K(cosθ,sinθ) for θ ∈ [0,π).

Based on the plots of the exact expression for K for varying ν and δ, the most likely candid-
ates for argminθ∈[0,π)K(cosθ,sinθ) are θ= 0 and θ = π/2. Therefore, the values of (ν,δ) for
which K(x)> 0 is at most those for which both K(1,0)> 0 and K(0,1)> 0. Plugging these
two values in gives

K(1,0) = δ3/2 (3− 4ν)+ δ5/2 (4ν− 2)+ 2δν , K(0,1) =
δ (ν (−2δν+ δ+ 2ν− 4)+ 1)

(ν− 1)2
.

Both of these quantities are positive exactly when ν and δ satisfy (2.13). Because of the explicit
formula for K, we claim that (2.13) precisely describes the range of coefficients for which K
is positive. It can be checked that the boundary of figure 3 coincides numerically with the
boundary of the set {(ν,δ) : (2.13) is satisfied}.

Remark 3.7. When δ= 1 and K is given by (3.15) and (3.16), the first derivative test applied
to θ 7→ K(cosθ,sinθ) reveals that

K(z)> 0if and only if
2
3
< q<

3
2
,

i.e. if and only if ν ∈ (− 1
2 ,

1
3 ). This is the same range for ν found in [4] via variation of

parameters.

The energy corresponding to (3.3) is

EΓ (u1) :=
1
2

ˆ
R2

(Lu1)u1 dx+
ˆ
R2

W(u1) dx , (3.17)

with EΓ(u1;BR) defining the localized version. The goal now is to show existence, uniqueness,
and properties of solutions to (3.3). Thanks to the properties of K, solutions to (3.3) have a 1D
profile, which we will prove in section 6.
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Figure 3. Plot of the numerical minima of K(cosθ,sinθ) in the (ν,δ)-plane. The outer
region consists of (ν,δ) that satisfy (2.17). The inner region consists of the (ν,δ) for
which the numerical minimum of K(cosθ,sinθ) is positive.

4. The 1D reduced equation in the perpendicular case: ∂u1W= 0

Assuming thatW(u1,u3) =W(u3), we now derive analogously to section 3 the reduced scalar
equation for case II and then characterize the explicit form of the nonlocal kernel in proposition
4.1. Since the material is anisotropic, making the assumption that the misfit potential depends
only on û3 gives us a different reduced equation. If one makes this assumption, then proceeding
the same way as we did in section 3 we get an equation for û3:

F (Lu3)(k1,k3) :=
detA(k)
a11 (k)

û3 (k) =−F (W ′ (u3)) . (4.1)

Inverting the Fourier transform, we obtain the 1D nonlocal equation along with (2.8):

Lu3 (x1,x3) =−W ′ (u3 (x1,x3)) , (x1,x3) ∈ Γ ,

lim
x3→±∞

u3 (x1,x3) =±1 , x1 ∈ R , (4.2)

where

F (Lu3)(k) =
2µr2

(
δ (2(1− ν)− δ (1− 2ν))k21 + k23

)
δ (2(1− ν)− δ (1− 2ν))k21 +(1− ν)k23

û3 (k) . (4.3)
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This equation is similar to the 1D reduced equation in the case of isotropic elasticity. However,
neither the numerator nor denominator are Laplacian operators. Recalling the definition of p
and q from (2.15), we can rewrite (4.3) as

F (Lu3)(k) =
2µr2

(
pk21 + k23

)
pk21 + qk23

û3 (k) . (4.4)

Note that from definition in (2.15), 0< p⩽ 4 and 1/2< q<∞ for any ν and δ satisfy-
ing (2.17), so we have

C(µ,p,q)−1 r2 (k)⩽ F (Lu3)(k)⩽ C(µ,p,q)r2 (k) for all k ∈ R2 .

We use the notational conventions from section 3 (e.g. L has nonlocal kernel K, etc) but the
explicit definitions (i.e. the expressions for L and K) are distinct from those in section 3 unless
indicated otherwise.

Proposition 4.1. The integral form of L defined in (4.1) is

Lw=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(w(x− y)+w(x+ y)− 2w(x))K(y) dy ,

where K is the unique solution in C∞(R2 \ {0}) to the PDE(
p∂21 + q∂23

)
K(z) = 2µ

(
p∂21 + ∂23

)[ 1
|z|3

]
. (4.5)

Proof. Define Ln and Ld to be the operators whose symbols are mn(k) := pk21 + k23 and
md(k) := pk21 + qk23 respectively. Let w ∈ S (R2). By using a cutoff function near the origin
and using the dominated convergence theorem, wemay assume that ŵ vanishes near the origin.
Define v ∈ S (R2) by Ldv= w, so that v̂= ŵ

md(k)
. Therefore we have

Lw= 2µ
(
(−∆)

1/2LnL
−1
d w

)
= 2µ

(
(−∆)

1/2Lnv
)
.

By the representation formula for (−∆)1/2 in lemma 1.1

Lw(x) =−2µ
4π

ˆ
R2

(Ln)x v(x− y)+ (Ln)x v(x+ y)− 2(Ln)x v(x)(
y21 + y23

)3/2 dy

=−2µ
4π

ˆ
R2

(Ln)y

(
v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−

(∑
|a|⩽2

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)))
(
y21 + y23

)3/2 dy ,

where we retain the multi-index convention of proposition 3.1. Now integrating by parts,

Lw(x)

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−
∑
|a|⩽2

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)(Ln)y

(
2µ(

y21 + y23
)3/2

)
dy .

Now, since K(y) satisfies

LdK(y) = Ln

(
2µ
|y|3

)
(4.6)
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integrating by parts again gives

L1w(x) =− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−

∑
|a|⩽2

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)(Ld)yK(y) dy

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(Ld)y

v(x− y)+ v(x+ y)−

∑
|a|⩽2

Dav(x)
a!

(
ya+(−y)a

)K(y) dy

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(
(Ld)x v(x− y)+ (Ld)x v(x+ y)− 2(Ld)xv(x)

)
K(y)dy

=− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(w(x− y)+w(x+ y)− 2w(x))K(y)dy .

Proposition 4.2 (Homogeneity and positivity of kernel for case II). Let δ and ν sat-
isfy (2.17). Define p and q as in (2.15). Let the kernel K : R2 \ {0}→ R be defined as

K(z) := 2µ
Az61 +Bz41z

2
3 +Cz21z

4
3 +Dz63

|z|3
(
qz21 + pz23

)3 (4.7)

with

A= 2pq2 − 2pq+ q2, B=−6p2q+ 6p2 + 9pq2 − 6pq,

C=−6p2q+ 9p2 + 6pq2 − 6pq, D= p3 − 2p2q+ 2p2 .
(4.8)

Then K satisfies the following:

(i) K(x) = K(−x), K(ρx) = ρ−3K(x) for ρ> 0.
(ii) |xaDaK(x)|< C

|x|3 for any multi-index a ∈ N2
0 and any x 6= 0.

(iii) K is the unique solution in C∞(R2 \ {0}) to the equation (4.5) that is homogeneous of
order −3.

(iv) Suppose that ν and δ satisfy (2.16). Then for each (ν,δ) ∈ U+ there exist positive con-
stants cδ,ν and Cδ,ν depending only on δ and ν such that

µcδ,ν
|x|3 ⩽ K(x)⩽ µCδ,ν

|x|3 .

Proof. Property (i) is obvious, and (ii) is easily derived from (i). Property (iii) can be
seen by converting to polar coordinates (x1,x3) = (rcosθ,rsinθ); after multiplying by r3

the equation (4.5) becomes a second-order ODE with bounded C∞ coefficients in θ with
π-periodic boundary conditions on θ 7→ K(cosθ,sinθ). Thus there exists a unique twice-
differentiable solution, and that the solution must be K(cosθ,sinθ) follows from property (ii)
and from the fact that K(x) solves (4.5) in R2 \ {0}.

It remains to prove property iv). Using the previous discussion, it will suffice to examine the
critical points of the function K(θ) := K(cosθ,sinθ) in the interval [0,π/2]. Using elementary
algebra, the roots of the function K

′
(θ) in the interval [0,π/2] are 0, π/2, and arccos(ζ±),

where

ζ± :=

√√√√2q2 − pq− p2 ±
√
(p− q)2 (p2 + q2)

(p− q)2
.
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In the range 0< p⩽ 4 and 1
2 < q<∞, ζ+ ∈ [−1,1] only for p⩾ 4

3q, and ζ
− ∈ [−1,1] is a

real number only for p⩽ 3
4q. Therefore, the equation K

′
(θ) = 0 has exactly two solutions for

3
4q⩽ p⩽ 4

3q, and exactly three solutions otherwise.
Therefore K(x1,x3)> 0 if and only if K(θ)> 0 if and only if

K(0)> 0 , K(π/2)> 0 , and K
(
arccos

(
ζ±
))
> 0 .

Substituting directly gives the relations

2(2pq− 2p+ q)
q2

> 0 ,

2(p− 2q+ 2)
p

> 0 ,

(q− 1)
(
p3 + q3 +

(
p2 + q2

)√
p2 + q2

)
+ 4(1− p)pq2

2p(q− p)q2
> 0 when p⩽ 3

4
q or p⩾ 4

3
q .

(4.9)

The region U+ is then defined by these three conditions along with the ellipticity condi-
tions (2.17). It can be seen after elementary algebraic manipulations that the first condition
gives ν > δ(δ−2)

2(δ2−δ+1) and the second gives ν < 2
1+4δ−2δ2+

√
1−8δ+28δ2−16δ3+4δ4

. To see that the
third condition leads to p> r̃, we use a combination of analytic and numeric justification. First,
when p⩾ 4q/3 it is easy to see that the expression K(arccos(ζ±)) is always positive. Second,
we note that K(arccos(ζ±))⩽min{K(0),K(π/2)} in the region U defined by

U := {(ν,δ) : (2.17) is satisfied and 1/2< q< 1,p⩽ 3q/4} ,

and K(arccos(ζ±))⩾min{K(0),K(π/2)} in the region {(ν,δ) : (2.17) is satisfied and 1⩾
q,p⩽ 3q/4}. Third, the conjugate

(q− 1)
(
p3 + q3 −

(
p2 + q2

)√
p2 + q2

)
+ 4(1− p)pq2

2p(q− p)q2

is positive for all (p,q) ∈ U.
Multiplying the third expression in (4.9) by the conjugate, we obtain a rational expression

whose denominator is positive and whose numerator is the polynomial

x 7→ −8(−1+ q)x4 + 8(−1+ q)q3 + q2
(
13+ 14q− 11q2

)
x

+
(
−11+ 14q+ 13q2

)
x3 + 2q

(
1− 18q+ q2

)
x2 .

The roots of this polynomial can be found exactly (although their analytic expressions are
cumbersome to work with) and it can be verified numerically that all four roots are real for all
(p,q) ∈ U. Putting all these observations together, we see that K(arccos(ζ±))> 0 for (p,q) ∈
U exactly when p is larger than either two or all of the roots of the polynomial. The following
facts can be verified numerically: For (p,q) ∈ U, one root is always negative. The smallest
positive root r̃, as a function of q, defines a curve p= r̃ that splits the region U into two sets
(note that r̃= 0 for q= 1). The other two positive roots are always outside the region U. In
conclusion K(arccos(ζ±))> 0 for (p,q) ∈ U only if p> r̃, and so iv) is proved.
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Remark 4.3. When δ= 1 the formula for K coincides with that of (3.15) and (3.16) for fully
isotropic elasticity.

Analogous to (3.17), the energy corresponding to (4.2) is

EΓ (u3) :=
1
2

ˆ
R2

(Lu3)u3 dx+
ˆ
R2

W(u3) dx , (4.10)

with EΓ(u3;BR) defining the localized version. Just as for (3.3), analogous existence, unique-
ness, and properties of solutions to (4.2) are established in section 6.

5. Slip plane parallel to the plane of isotropy

In this section, we study case III; Γ is taken parallel to the plane of isotropy, that is, Γ =
{(x1,x2,x3) : x3 = 0}. We first introduce the 3D model and reduce to the 2D nonlocal system,
and then in section 5.1 we derive the scalar reduced equation in this setting. We summarize
our third result on the existence and uniqueness of the solution for case III in proposition 5.2.
We characterize the explicit form and the positivity of the corresponding nonlocal kernel in
section 5.1.

The Dirichlet-to-Neumann map and the subsequent 1D reduced equation turn out to have
forms identical to their analogues in the setting of full isotropic elasticity. The analysis of [4]
then readily applies, with one exception; the analogue of the Poisson’s ratio ν here is instead a
function of the five elastic constants. The constraint on the Poisson’s ratio in the isotropic case
from [4] here describes a region in R5 for which the integro-differential kernel is positive. The
notation for the full 3D system and the perturbed and localized energies is retained.

Lemma 5.1. Assume that u ∈ C2(R3 \Γ;R3), where Γ = {x3 = 0} satisfies

u+1 (x1,x2) =−u−1 (x1,x2) ,

u+2 (x1,x2) =−u−2 (x1,x2) ,

u+3 (x1,x2) = u−3 (x1,x2) ,

(5.1)

and satisfies either

u+1 (±∞,x2) =±1 for any x2 ∈ R (5.2)

or

u+2 (x1,±∞) =±1 for any x1 ∈ R . (5.3)

Suppose additionally that u is a local minimizer of the total energy

E(u) = Eels (u)+
ˆ
Γ

W
(
u+1 ,u

+
2

)
dS

in the sense of definition 2.2. Then u satisfies the Euler–Lagrange equations

Lu= 0 in R3 \Γ ,
σ+
13 +σ−

13 = ∂u1W
(
u+1 ,u

+
2

)
on Γ ,

σ+
23 +σ−

23 = ∂u2W
(
u+1 ,u

+
2

)
on Γ ,

σ+
33 −σ−

33 = 0 on Γ .

(5.4)
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Proposition 5.2 (case III:Γ parallel to the plane of isotropy,∂u1W= 0). Suppose that the five
elastic constants satisfy (2.4), and suppose further that (C11,C33,C13,C44,C66) ∈ V+, where
V+ ⊂ R5 is the region

V+ :=

{
(C11,C33,C13,C44,C66) :

2
3
<
η1
η2
<

3
2

}
, (5.5)

where η1 and η2 are the real numbers defined as

η1 := 2
√
C44C66 (5.6)

and

η2 :=
1
τ

(
C11 −C13 −C44 +

C13C44

C33
+

√
C11C33 (C33 −C13)(C44 +C13)

C2
33

)
, (5.7)

and where

τ :=

√√
C11C33 −C13

√√
C11C33 +C13 + 2C44

2
√
C33C44

. (5.8)

Assume that ∂u1W= 0, i.e. W(u1,u2) =W(u2), and that W satisfies (2.14). Then the sys-
tem (5.4) has a unique (up to translation in the x1-direction and rotation about the x3-axis)
classical solution u : R3 → R3 belonging to C∞(R3 \Γ;R3) with u(·, ·,x3) ∈ Hs(R2) for all
s⩾ 1 and for all fixed x3 6= 0. Moreover, the solution is a local minimizer of E in the sense of
definition 2.2. The second component u2 is the unique stable solution to (5.13) with specific
nonlocal kernel defined in (5.15) and u2 has a 1D profile.

Now we reduce the 3D system to a 2D system just as in section 2. Here x= (x1,x2) ∈ R2

and k= (k1,k2) ∈ R2.

Lemma 5.3. Suppose that the five elastic constants satisfy (2.4). Suppose that u satisfies (5.4)
and remains bounded as |x3| →∞, and assume that u+1 and u+2 belong to Hs(R2) for some
s⩾ 1/2. Then u can be expressed entirely in terms of u+1 and u+2 . In particular, (u

+
1 ,u

+
2 )

satisfies the nonlocal system[
F
(
σ+
13 (k)+σ−

13 (k)
)

F
(
σ+
23 (k)+σ−

23 (k)
)] :=−A(k)

[
û+1 (k)

û+2 (k)

]
= F

[
∂u1W

(
u+1 ,u

+
2

)
∂u2W

(
u+1 ,u

+
2

)] on Γ , (5.9)

where the 2× 2 matrix A(k) is given by

A(k) = η1|k|I+(η2 − η1) |k|
k⊗ k
|k|2

, (5.10)

and where I denotes the 2× 2 identity matrix and (k⊗ k)ij = ki kj for i, j = 1,2.

Proof. The proof is a straightforward computation using the process outlined in lemma 2.6.
The 2× 2 matrixA is determined by the 6× 6 matrixA. The characteristic polynomial ofA(k)
is given by

p̃(λ) :=
(
λ2 − δ|k|2

)(
αλ4 − γ|k|2λ2 +β|k|4

)
,

where the four dimensionless parameters α, β, γ and δ are given by

α=
C33

C44
, β =

C11

C44
, γ = 1+αβ−

(
C13

C44
+ 1

)2

, δ =
C66

C44
.
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From the uniform ellipticity conditions (2.4), we see that the constants satisfy at least α> 0,
β > 0, δ > 0 and −2

√
αβ < γ ⩽ αβ+ 1. See also [17] for a detailed discussion on the ellipti-

city properties of L. The six roots of p̃(λ) are

±ri (k) =±ϑi |k| , i = 1,2,3 ,

where the (possibly complex) constants ϑi are given by

±ϑ1 =±
√
δ , ±ϑ2 =±

√
γ+

√
γ2 − 4αβ
2α

, ±ϑ3 =±

√
γ−

√
γ2 − 4αβ
2α

.

In terms of the original elastic constants,ϑ2 = τ + τ̃ andϑ3 = τ − τ̃ , where τ is defined in (5.8)
and τ̃ is defined as

τ̃ :=

√√
C11C33 +C13

√√
C11C33 −C13 − 2C44

2
√
C33C44

.

The exact form of A will vary depending on whether the roots repeat or are complex, but
the formula (5.10) for the reduced matrix A holds for all cases.

The matrix A(k) is positive definite for all k 6= 0 so long as

η1 > 0 and η2 > 0 .

Clearly η1 > 0 by the ellipticity conditions on C44 and C66, but the region in R4 describing
the range of C11, C13, C33 and C44 for which η2 > 0 is more difficult to describe. However, it
is a nonempty set; in fact it can be checked that η2 is positive for the materials whose elastic
constants have been determined in [17, pg. 3]. A special case is when

√
C11C33 −C13 − 2C44 =

0; it is straightforward to check that η2 > 0 exactly when

1
α

< β < 6+
2
α
+α+

2(1+α)

α

√
1+ 4α when 0< α⩽ 2+

√
5 ,

6+
2
α
+α− 2(1+α)

α

√
1+ 4α < β < 6+

2
α
+α+

2(1+α)

α

√
1+ 4α when 2+

√
5< α.

5.1. The 1D equation

Clearly the reduced 2D operator is isotropic, and so it will suffice to consider the case

W
(
u+1 ,u

+
2

)
=W

(
u+2
)
;

the other case

W
(
u+1 ,u

+
2

)
=W

(
u+1
)

is equivalent to the first case via a rotation of coordinates. Similar to the previous sections, we
drop the superscripts on u+1 , u

+
2 for simplicity. Our reduced nonlocal system reads(

η1|k|I+(η2 − η1) |k|
k⊗ k
|k|2

)[
û1 (k)
û2 (k)

]
=−F

[
∂u1W(u1,u2)
∂u2W(u1,u2)

]
on Γ . (5.11)

If we assume additionally that ∂u1W= 0, i.e. W(u1,u2) =W(u2), then we can solve for û1 in
terms of û2 and substitute into the remaining equation. We obtain the one-dimensional scalar
anisotropic nonlocal equation in Fourier space

F (Lu2)(k1,k2) :=
detA(k)
a11 (k)

û2 (k) =−F (W ′ (u2)) . (5.12)
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Inverting the Fourier transform and using (5.2), we obtain the scalar nonlocal equation

Lu2 (x1,x2) =−W ′ (u2 (x1,x2)) , (x1,x2) ∈ Γ ,

lim
x2→±∞

u2 (x1,x2) =±1 , x1 ∈ R , (5.13)

where

F (Lu2)(k) =
η1η2|k|3

η2k21 + η1k22
û2 (k) . (5.14)

If ηi > 0 for i= 1, 2, this equation has the same form as the 1D reduced equation in the case
of isotropic elasticity [4]. Setting µ= η1/2, p= 1 and q= η1/η2 with k2 in place of k3 in
proposition 4.1, we obtain the following:

Proposition 5.4. The integral form of L defined in (5.12) is

Lw(x) =− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(w(x− y)+w(x+ y)− 2w(x))K(y) dy ,

where

K(z) = η1η2
Az41 +Bz21z

2
2 +Cz42

|z|
(
η1z21 + η2z22

)3 (5.15)

with

A= 3η21 − 2η1η2, B= 2
(
3η21 − 5η1η2 + 3η22

)
, C= 3η22 − 2η1η2 (5.16)

is the unique solution in C∞(R2 \ {0}) to the PDE

(η2∂1 + η1∂2)K(z) = η1η2
(
∂21 + ∂22

)[ 1
|z|3

]
. (5.17)

Proposition 5.5 (Homogeneity and positivity of kernel for case III). Define η1 and η2 as
in (5.6) and (5.7). Let the kernel K : R2 \ {0}→ R be defined as in (5.15) and (5.16). Then K
satisfies the following:

(i) K(x) = K(−x), K(ρx) = ρ−3K(x) for ρ> 0.
(ii) |xaDaK(x)|< C

|x|3 for any multi-index a ∈ N2
0 and any x 6= 0.

(iii) K is the unique solution to the equation (5.17) in C∞(R2 \ {0}) that is homogeneous of
order −3.

(iv) Suppose that the five elastic constants are in V+. Then there exist positive constants c
and C depending only on the five elastic constants such that c

|x|3 ⩽ K(x)⩽ C
|x|3 .

Proof. We proceed identically to proposition 4.2. Set ℓ= η1/η2. The roots of K
′
(θ) =

d
dθK(cos(θ),sin(θ)) for θ ∈ [0,π/2] are are 0, π/2, and arccos(ζ), where

ζ :=

√
1+ 2ℓ− 2

√
1+ ℓ2

ℓ− 1
for ℓ ∈ (1/2,3/4)∪ (4/3,2) .

In the range 1
2 < ℓ < 2, ζ ∈ [0,1] only for ℓ ∈ (1/2,3/4)∪ (4/3,2). Therefore, the equation

K
′
(θ) = 0 has exactly three solutions in [0,π/2] for ℓ ∈ (1/2,3/4)∪ (4/3,2), and exactly two

solutions otherwise. Therefore K(x1,x2)> 0 if and only if K̄(θ)> 0 if and only if

K(0)> 0 , K(π/2)> 0 , and K(arccos(ζ))> 0 when ℓ ∈ (1/2,3/4)∪ (4/3,2) .

25



Nonlinearity 37 (2024) 025010 Y Gao and J M Scott

Substituting directly gives the relations

2(3ℓ− 2)
ℓ2

> 0 ,

2(3− 2ℓ)> 0 ,

ℓ3 + ℓ2
√
ℓ2 + 1+

√
ℓ2 + 1+ 1

2ℓ2
> 0 when

4
3
< ℓ < 2 or

1
2
< ℓ <

3
4
.

(5.18)

Clearly the third relation in (5.18) is always satisfied, and the other two relations give the
condition 2/3< ℓ < 3/2.

Note that taking the elastic constants as in (2.5) gives η1
η2

= 1− ν.

6. Bounded stable solutions have 1D profiles

We now prove well-posedness and properties of solutions to the reduced scalar equations. We
simultaneously consider the following three settings:

(I) W(u1,u3) =W(u1), u= u1 satisfies (3.3), the kernel K is defined in proposition 3.4, and
the elastic constants satisfy the assumptions of proposition 2.4.

(II) W(u1,u3) =W(u3), u= u3 satisfies (4.2), the kernel K is defined in proposition 4.2, and
the elastic constants satisfy the assumptions of proposition 2.5.

(III) W(u1,u2) =W(u2), u= u2 satisfies (5.13), the kernel K is defined in proposition 5.4, and
the elastic constants satisfy the assumptions of proposition 5.2.

Thanks to the work in the previous sections, each of these settings can be cast in the mold
of the following problem: find u satisfying

Lu(x1,x2) =−W ′ (u(x1,x2)) , (x1,x2) ∈ R2 ,

lim
x1→±∞

u(x1,x2) =±1 , x2 ∈ R , (6.1)

where x= (x1,x2),

Lw(x) =− 1
4π

ˆ
R2

(w(x− y)+w(x+ y)− 2w(x))K(y) dy , (6.2)

and where the nonlocal kernel K ∈ C∞(R2 \ {0}) satisfies

(i) K(x) = K(−x), K(ρx) = ρ−3K(x) for any ρ> 0,
(ii) |xaDaK(x)|< C

|x|3 for any multi-index a ∈ N2
0 and any x 6= 0,

(iii) there exist positive constants ℓ and L such that ℓ
|x|3 ⩽ K(x)⩽ L

|x|3 for all x ∈ R2 \ {0}.

In this section, we show that any bounded stable solution in each setting (I), (II) and (III)
has a 1D profile, i.e. u(x) = ψ(e · x) for some e ∈ S1, where ψ is the unique (up to translations)
solution to a 1D scalar problem.

Let us first clarify the definition of stable solutions.

Definition 6.1. We say that u is a stable solution to (6.1) ifˆ
R2

(Lv+W ′ ′ (u)v)vdx⩾ 0 for any v ∈ C2
c

(
R2
)
.
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Define the total energy of u in any Euclidean ball BR ⊂ R2 as

E0
Γ (u;BR) :=

Cd
4

¨
R2×R2\BcR×BcR

|u(x)− u(y) |2K(x− y) dxdy+
ˆ
BR

W(u(x)) dx

:=
Cd
4
E (u;BR)+F(u;BR) ,

(6.3)

where K satisfies properties (i)-(ii)-(iii) above. In this general setting we can obtain the interior
BV estimate for stable solutions.

Lemma 6.2. Let |u|⩽M be a bounded stable solution to (6.1) in the sense of definition 6.1.
Assume that W satisfies (2.14) and L∗ :=max{2,‖W‖C2,a

b (R)}. Then there exists a constant
C= C(ℓ,L,M,L∗) such that for any BR ⊂ R2 and R⩾ 1,ˆ
BR

|∇u|dx⩽ C(ℓ,L,M,L∗)R log(L∗R) , E (u,BR)⩽ C(ℓ,L,M,L∗)R log
2 (L∗R) . (6.4)

Sketch of the proof of lemma 6.2. We only sketch the proof of this lemma because it follows
the same procedures as [4, proposition 4.5].

The first key ingredient is the interior BV estimate for any direction e ∈ S1ˆ
B 1

2

(∂eu(x))+ dx

ˆ
B 1

2

(∂eu(y))− dy

⩽ C(δ,ν)
E (u,BR)

R2
,

ˆ
B 1

2

|∇u(x) |dx⩽ C(δ,ν)
(
1+

√
E (u,B1)

)
.

(6.5)

Indeed, let Pt,eu be a local perturbation of u such that Pt,eu(x) = u(x− te) for x ∈ B 1
2
and |t|

small enough. Then using the identity for the nonlocal energy E , cf [4, lemma 4.1], we have

E (um,BR)+ E (uM,BR)+ 2
ˆ
B 1

2

ˆ
B 1

2

(u(x− te)− u(x))+ (u(y− te)− u(y))−K(x− y)dxdy

⩽ E (u,BR)+ E (Pt,eu,BR) ,

where uM :=max{Pt,eu,u},um :=min{Pt,eu,u}. This, together with the equality for the local
energy F(um,BR)+F(uM,BR) = F(Pt,e(u),BR)+F(u,BR) and the property (iii) for the kernel
0< ℓ

|x−y|3 ⩽ K(x− y), we have

E0
Γ (um,BR)+E0

Γ (uM,BR)+C(β)

ˆ
B 1

2

ˆ
B 1

2

(u(x− te)− u(x))+ (u(y− te)− u(y))− dxdy

⩽ E0
Γ (u,BR)+E0

Γ (Pt,eu,BR) .

Then by the stability of the solution u, we conclude

ˆ
B 1

2

ˆ
B 1

2

(u(x− te)− u(x))+ (u(y− te)− u(y))− dxdy⩽ C(ℓ)
t2

R2
E (u,BR) .

Dividing both sides by t2 and taking t→ 0, we conclude the first equation (6.5). The second
equation is a direct consequence of the first equation by noticing |∇u|⩽ |∂e1u|+ |∂e2u| and
the minimum of

´
B 1

2

(∂eu(x))±dx⩽ C(ℓ)
R

√
E(u,B1).
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The second key ingredient is a sharp interpolation inequality proved in [5, lemma 3.1]

E (u,B1)⩽
¨

R2×R2\Bc1×Bc1

|u(x)− u(y) |2

|x− y|3
dxdy⩽ C(M) logL0

(
1+
ˆ
B2

|∇u|dx
)
,

where L0 :=max{2,‖∇u‖L∞(B2)}. Using this and (6.5), we have

ˆ
B 1

2

|∇u(x) |dx⩽ C(β,M)

(
1+

√
C(M) logL2

(
1+
ˆ
B2

|∇u|dx
))

⩽ C(β,M) logL∗
δ

+ δ

ˆ
B2

|∇u|dx,

where L∗ is a constant depending on ‖W‖C2,α
b

and δ > 0. Then using the property (i) for the
kernel K, by a standard scaling argument and an iteration procedure, one can complete the
proof.

Thus for each setting (I), (II), and (III), we conclude that

Theorem 6.3. Assume that |u|⩽M is a bounded stable solution to (6.1) andW satisfies (2.14).
Suppose the kernel K satisfies conditions (i)-(ii)-(iii) above. Then u has a 1D monotone profile
and |u|⩽ 1. Moreover, the solution to (6.1) can be characterized as u(x) = ψ(e · x) for any e :=
(cosθ,sinθ) ∈ S1 with fixed θ ∈ (−π

2 ,
π
2 ), where ψ is the unique solution (up to translations)

to the 1D scalar problem

(−∆)
1
2 ψ (x1) =

−1
m(cosθ,sinθ)

W ′ (ψ (x1)) , x1 ∈ R ,

lim
x1→±∞

ψ (x1) =±1 ,

and where m is the symbol associated to L that is defined in (3.4), (4.4), or (5.14).

Sketch of proofs for theorem 6.3. The proof is same as that of [4, theorem 4.6], so we only
sketch it.

First, combining the energy estimate (6.4) with the interior BV estimate (6.5), we obtain
that as R→+∞, for any direction e ∈ S1 and any half ball in R2 we have

∂eu⩾ 0 in R2 or ∂eu⩽ 0 in R2 for any e ∈ S1,

which yields the conclusion that u has a 1D monotone profile.
Second, we need to find ψ such that u(x) = ψ(e · x) satisfies (6.1), i.e.

−F (W ′ (u))(k) =−F (W ′ (ψ (e · x))) = m(k1,k2)F (u)(k) = m(k1,k2)F (ψ (e · x))(k) .

Then using elementary calculations, and the property that the Fourier transform commutes
with rotations, one has

|k1|ψ̂ (k1) =− 1
m(cosθ,sinθ)

F (W ′ (ϕ))(k1) ,

which concludes the AD scalar problem for ψ.
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Proofs of propositions 2.4, 2.5, and 5.2. From theorem 6.3, the solution to (6.1) is unique
and has a 1D profile. That means the solutions to (3.3), (4.2) and (5.13) is unique and has a 1D
profile respectively. From obtained one component of the 3D solution, we can further solve
for the other two components in the 3D system by using the elastic extension based on the
relevant Dirichlet-to-Neumann map in section 2 (see [7] for the details in the fully isotropic
case). Finally, the unique stable solution to the full 3D system corresponding to each of the
three settings is obtained.

Remark 6.4. For more general anisotropic materials, or for elastic coefficients not satisfy-
ing (2.11), the expression of the matrixA associated to the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map is more
complicated, making the program followed in this work less tractable. The results in this paper
remain open in those more general settings.
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