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Our aging population demands more responsive pol-
icies and services and calls for a shift from involving older 
adults as individual participants toward collaborating with 
or empowering their communities as research partners. 
Knowing how to build capacity for community-engaged re-
search (CEnR) among gerontologists requires understanding 
the challenges of such endeavors. A survey was distributed to 
gerontologists in March 2021 to December 2022, and was 
supplemented by a brainstorming focus group. We received 
responses from academic faculty, staff, students, and trainees 
(n=98) representing multiple academic disciplines from com-
munity health and implementation science to behavioral 
and social sciences. Many identified as a minoritized person 
(57.7%) and used mixed methods (55.1%). Focus group 
findings revealed challenges around community and par-
ticipant recruitment, sustaining relationships, low-resource 
contexts and recognition. These reflected concerns around 
time, work, and funding – three most commonly-occurring 
words in survey responses. Barriers articulated include, “the 
time it takes to cultivate real relationships with community 
partners to design and carry out research together,” “confu-
sion among academic colleagues on how this work is schol-
arship,” and a “lack of understanding and recognition from 
universities and funding agencies.” To more effectively mo-
bilize knowledge and remain relevant, institutions would 
do well to heed calls for training on involving community 
members as co-researchers (78.6%), learning about rapidly 
developing CEnR methodologies (75.3%), and sustaining 
successful intervention programs after grant funding has 
ended (70.4%) among other priorities. This study provides 
critical insight into the landscape of CEnR among gerontolo-
gists and may be used to develop more supportive programs 
and structures.
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Over 80% of older adults want to live independently in 
their own homes and communities, maintaining quality of 
life, autonomy, and dignity as they age. We are using com-
munity engaged research methods to aid in developing 
in-home cost-conscious remote sensing technologies to sup-
port older adults age in place. To understand their needs, we 
engaged older adults in discussions on home-based sensing 
technologies. We used visuals and demonstrations to facili-
tate discussions, showing participants our sensor prototypes 
and a vignette describing the challenges an older adult and 

the family face managing a chronic condition. Participants 
voiced their interest in monitoring for select health condi-
tions and situations when either they or the person(s) they 
care for are home alone. Discussants raised concerns about 
personal security/privacy, loss of independence, ethics of 
data collection and sharing, and being overwhelmed by col-
lected data. Discussions have provided valuable feedback to 
help us develop a sensor system that is flexible enough to 
accommodate individuals in different life stages and comfort 
levels, with different home environments, levels of expend-
able income, and support structures. As a result, we have de-
veloped a system that uses nonvisual, non-wearable sensing 
that measures respiration and heart rates, and indoor loca-
tion tracking to monitor the health and wellbeing of users. 
During this session, we will provide detailed results from our 
community discussions, and discuss the continuing role for 
community engagement as we move forward with sensor de-
velopment and testing.
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Over 2 million Americans live in nursing homes (NHs), 
and the vast majority of them live with dementia negatively 
impacting their ability to communicate. Certified nursing as-
sistants (CNAs) provide the majority of direct care to people 
living with dementia (PLWD) in NHs, yet they do not have 
access to person-centered, evidence-based tools to support 
communication with this population. When CNAs do not 
communicate with PLWD in effective ways, PLWD may dem-
onstrate negative behavioral symptoms that interfere with 
care, impacting not only the PLWD, but also the CNA, con-
tributing to CNA turnover and burnout. Most interventions 
designed to support communication between the PLWD 
and the CNA do not involve CNA engagement which may 
contribute to the lack of implementation and access of such 
interventions. The purpose of this presentation is to outline 
the process taken to engage CNAs in the implementation of 
an intervention designed to improve communication during 
care activities. Information about questions asked to CNAs 
both in formal (e.g., interviews, focus groups) and informal 
(e.g., hallway conversations) ways will be provided. Although 
a sample of CNAs from 6 NHs (n=12) initially rated the 
intervention as acceptable (M = 4.5, SD = .48), appropriate 
(M = 4.4, SD = .58), and feasible (M = 4.28, SD = .49) where 
a rating of ‘5’ equals more acceptable, appropriate, and feas-
ible, and ‘1’ equals less acceptable, appropriate, and feasible, 
this presentation will highlight how additional levels of en-
gagement prompted modifications to the intervention, sup-
porting implementation.
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