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Abstract—We address the design and optimization of real-
world-suitable hybrid precoders for multi-user wideband sub-
terahertz (sub-THz) communications. We note that the conven-
tional fully connected true-time delay (TTD)-based architecture is
impractical because there is no room for the required large num-
ber of analog signal combiners in the circuit board. Additionally,
analog signal combiners incur significant signal power loss. These
limitations are often overlooked in sub-THz research. To overcome
these issues, we study a non-overlapping subarray architecture
that eliminates the need for analog combiners. We extend the con-
ventional single-user assumption by formulating an optimization
problem to maximize the minimum data rate for simultaneously
served users. This complex optimization problem is divided into
two sub-problems. The first sub-problem aims to ensure a fair
subarray allocation for all users and is solved via a continuous
domain relaxation technique. The second sub-problem deals with
practical TTD device constraints on range and resolution to
maximize the subarray gain and is resolved by shifting to the phase
domain. Our simulation results highlight significant performance
gain for our real-world-ready TTD-based hybrid precoders.

Index Terms—Sub-THz communication, multi-user, true-
time delay, joint delay and phase precoding, non-overlapping
subarrays, and hybrid massive MIMO.

I. INTRODUCTION

Sub-terahertz (sub-THz) band (90-300 GHz) communication
is a promising technology for achieving hundreds of Gbps
data rates in the sixth-generation (6G) wireless systems [1].
For sub-THz communications, a hybrid massive multiple-input
multiple-output (MIMO) system combined with orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) has been popularly
studied [2]. The considerably wide bandwidth and large array
sizes of the hybrid massive MIMO OFDM system, however,
cause beam squint, which deviates the beam direction across
OFDM subcarriers, severely deteriorating array gain [3], [4].

Recently, the true-time delay (TTD)-based hybrid precoding
has emerged as a method to address the beam squint [5]–
[9]. Unlike phase shifter (PS)-based hybrid precoding, which
applies frequency-independent phase adjustments, TTD-based
hybrid precoding introduces frequency-dependent phase mod-
ifications to cope with the beam squint. Previous works [5]–
[9] mainly studied single-user TTD-PS precoders for the fully-
connected architecture, where each data stream uses the whole
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antenna array. We note that this fully connected TTD-PS
architecture is impractical due to the significantly increased
hardware complexity and power loss [10]. These practical
limitations are often neglected in sub-THz hybrid precoders
design research.

To reduce the hardware complexity of the fully-connected
architecture, a non-overlapping subarrays architecture is intro-
duced for the downlink multi-user TTD-based hybrid precoding
systems. One data stream is conventionally mapped to a subar-
ray dedicated to a user [11], an issue remaining is then when
the number of subarrays is larger than the number of users.
Moreover, most of the prior works assumed either unbounded
[5]–[7], [11] or infinite resolution [5]–[8], [11] TTD values,
which are impractical [12].

Rate fairness among users in downlink multi-user networks
is a pragmatic objective that has been widely studied in
massive MIMO literature [13]–[16]. These works use power
control and/or precoder optimization to maximize the minimum
rate or minimum signal-to-interference-plus-noise-ratio (SINR)
performance. The underlying assumption is a fully-digital array
architecture, which is unsuitable for wideband sub-THz massive
MIMO systems [5]. Addressing the challenges in designing
and optimizing real-world-suitable TTD-based hybrid precoders
for fair multi-user wideband sub-THz communications is still
nascent.

This paper investigates the non-overlapping TTD-based sub-
array architecture and aims to achieve rate fairness in downlink
multi-user wideband sub-THz massive MIMO OFDM systems.
The rate fairness is achieved through the design and opti-
mization of subarray allocation and hybrid precoding methods.
This problem is divided into two sub-problems. The first sub-
problem deals with a fair subarray allocation to users, which
addresses the case when there is more number of subarrays
than the number of users and is solved by continuous domain
relaxation techniques. The second sub-problem addresses the
practical TTD device constraints on range and resolution to
maximize the subarray gain at each subarray which is resolved
by a phase domain transformation approach. Our simulations
verify the advantages of the proposed framework compared to
the existing approach [11].
Notation: A bold lower case letter x is a column vector and
a bold upper case letter X is a matrix. XT , X†, X(i, j), kxk,
and |x| are, respectively, the transpose, conjugate transpose,
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ith row and jth column entry of X, 2-norm of x, and modulus
of x 2 C. blk(X1,X2, . . . ,XN ) is an NN1 ⇥ NN2 block
diagonal matrix such that its main-diagonal blocks contain
Xn 2 CN1⇥N2 , for n = 1, . . . , N , and all off-diagonal blocks
are zero. In denotes the n⇥n identity matrix. ejx denotes the
vector [ejx1 ejx2 . . . ejxn ]T 2 Cn⇥1 obtained by applying ej

element-wise to x = [x1 x2 . . . xn]T 2 Rn⇥1.

II. CHANNEL MODEL

We consider a downlink multi-user wideband sub-THz mas-
sive MIMO OFDM channel. The transmitter is equipped with
an Nt-element uniform linear array (ULA) and communicates
with N distributed users. Each user is equipped with an Nr-
element ULA. We let fc, B, and K be, respectively, the central
(carrier) frequency, bandwidth of the OFDM system, and the
number of OFDM subcarriers (an odd integer so that there is
a central subcarrier). The kth subcarrier frequency is given by

fk = fc +
B

K

⇣
k � 1� K � 1

2

⌘
, for k = 1, . . . ,K. (1)

Due to the sparsity of the sub-THz channel [17], we assume
that there is one path from the transmitter to each user.
Assuming the far-field communication, the channel between the
transmitter and the nth user at the kth subcarrier is modeled by

Hk,n =
p
NtNr↵k,ne

�j2⇡fk⌧nvk,nu
†
k,n 2 CNr⇥Nt , (2)

where ↵k,n 2 C and ⌧n 2 R are the channel path gain and
propagation delay, respectively. The molecular absorption
property of sub-THz propagation waves is characterized by the
frequency-dependent gain ↵k,n [18], [19]. The vk,n 2 CNr⇥1

and uk,n 2 CNt⇥1 are the receive and transmit array response
vectors, respectively. The ith entry of uk,n is given by
uk,n(i) = 1p

Nt
e�j⇡

2dfk
c (i�1) sin( n), where the  n is the

angle of departure (AoD), and c is the speed of light. We
define  k,n = 2dfk

c sin( n) as the spatial direction from the
transmitter to the nth user at the kth subcarrier. Assuming
the half-wavelength antenna spacing, i.e., d = c

2fc
, the spatial

direction at the central frequency is reduced to  n = sin( n).
Defining ⇣k = fk

fc
yields  k,n = ⇣k n and

⇣k = 1 +
B

fc

⇣k � 1� K�1
2

K

⌘
, (3)

where (3) follows from the definition of fk in (1). As a result,
the transmit array response vector uk,n in (2) is

uk,n =
1p
Nt

h
1 ej⇡ k,n . . . ej⇡(Nt�1) k,n

i†
2 CNt⇥1. (4)

The receive array response vector vk,n is defined similarly,

vk,n =
1p
Nr

h
1 ej⇡�k,n . . . ej⇡(Nr�1)�k,n

i†
2 CNr⇥1, (5)

where �k,n = ⇠k�n, �n = sin(�n), and �n is the angle of
arrival (AoA) at the nth user.
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Fig. 1: Non-overlapping subarray TTD-based hybrid precoding for
multi-user massive MIMO

III. SYSTEM MODEL AND PROBLEM FORMULATION

We consider a non-overlapping subarray TTD-based hybrid
precoding architecture, as shown in Fig. 1, where the transmit
ULA is fed by NRF radio frequency (RF) chains to transmit
Ns data streams (NRF � Ns) simultaneously to N single-RF
chain users. In what follows, we assume Ns = N and use
N to denote both the number of users and the number of data
streams. Each RF chain corresponds to a subarray, as illustrated
in Fig. 1. Particularly, each RF chain drives M TTDs and each
TTD is connected to P PSs, i.e., Nt = NRFMP . We note
that analog combiners are no longer required with this subarray
architecture. This is in contrast with the prior works like [5]–[9]
that need the use of analog combiners for precoding.

A TTD delays the transmit signal at the kth subcarrier by
t in the time domain, equivalent to �2⇡fkt phase rotation in
the frequency domain. Unlike prior works [5]–[8], [11], we
assume that the time delay t is chosen in a finite set T such
that t 2 T = {0, ⌧, 2⌧, . . . , (Q� 1)⌧}, where ⌧ is the step size
and Q is the quantization level. Due to the non-overlapping
subarray in Fig. 1, the transmit array response vector uk,n

in (4) can be rewritten as uk,n = [uT
k,n,1 u

T
k,n,2 . . . u

T
k,n,NRF

]T ,
where uk,n,l 2 CMP⇥1 is the lth subarray response vector, for
l = 1, . . . , NRF , and is given by

uk,n,l=
1p
Nt

e�j⇡(l�1)MP k,n

h
1 ej⇡ k,n . . . ej⇡(MP�1) k,n

i†
. (6)

To facilitate the subarray allocation to multi-users, we define a
subset of subarray indices that are used to sever the nth user
as Sn, where

SN
n=1 Sn = {1, 2, . . . , NRF }, Sn 6= ;, and Sn \

Sn0 = ;, 8n 6= n0. To reduce design complexity, we assume
a consecutive subarray allocation to each user such that S1 =
{1, 2, . . . , |S1|}, S2 = {|S1| + 1, . . . , |S1| + |S2|}, . . . ,SN =
{1 +

PN�1
n=1 |Sn|, . . . , NRF }, where |Sn| denotes the cardinal-

ity of Sn. This simplification turns the problem of subarray
allocation into the problem of determining {|Sn|}Nn=1.

The received signal of the nth user at the kth subcarrier is
then given by

yk,n =
p
⇢Hk,nF1F2,kWksk + zk,n, (7)

where ⇢ is the transmit power, Hk,n 2 CNr⇥Nt is
defined in (2), F1 2 CNt⇥NRFM is the PS precoder,
F2,k 2 CNRFM⇥NRF is the TTD precoder, Wk 2 CNRF⇥N

is the digital precoder, zk,n 2 CNr⇥1 is the complex Gaussian
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random noise vector with zero mean and covariance INr , and
sk = [sk,1 . . . sk,N ]T 2 CN⇥1 is the vector of transmit symbols
such that E[sks†k] = 1

N IN . Specifically, the nth symbol sk,n
is mapped to the nth user. The PS precoder F1 is defined as

F1 = blk(X1, . . . ,XNRF ), (8)
where Xl = blk(ej⇡xl,1 , . . . , ej⇡xl,M ) 2 CMP⇥M is the lth
PS sub-precoder and xl,m = [xl,m,1 . . . xl,m,P ]T 2 RP⇥1 is
the phase shifter sub-vector connected to the mth TTD of
the lth RF chain. We denote XNt,NRF ,M as the set of all F1

defined in (8). The TTD precoder F2,k is given by
F2,k = blk(e�j2⇡fkt1 , . . . , e�j2⇡fktNRF ), (9)

where e�j2⇡fktl 2 CM⇥1 is the lth TTD sub-precoder and
tl = [tl,1 . . . tl,M ]T 2 T M⇥1 is the delay values of the M
TTDs connected to the lth RF chain. We denote Fk,NRF ,M as
the set of all F2,k defined in (9). Combining (8) and (9), we
have the analog precoder at the kth subcarrier

F1F2,k = blk(fk,1, . . . , fk,NRF ), (10)
where fk,l 2 CMP⇥1 is the lth analog sub-precoder and is
given by

fk,l = Xle
�j2⇡fktl , 8k, l. (11)

The digital precoders {Wk}Kk=1 in (7) are normalized to
satisfy the transmit power constraint kF1F2,kWkk2F = N , 8k.

Taking into account the inter-user interference, the received
signal at the nth user can be rewritten as
yk,n =

p
⇢Hk,nF1F2,kwk,nsk,n

+
X

n0 6=n

p
⇢Hk,nF1F2,kwk,n0sk,n0 + zk,n 2 CNr⇥1, (12)

where the second term on the right-hand side (r.h.s) of (12)
represents the inter-user interference and wk,n 2 CNRF⇥1

denotes the nth column of Wk. Based on (12), the achievable
rate of the nth user is given by

Rn =
KX

k=1

log2

⇣
1 +

⇢
N kHk,nF1F2,kwk,nk2P

n0 6=n
⇢
N kHk,nF1F2,kwk,n0k2 + 1

⌘
. (13)

The objective is to design the subarray allocation {|Sn|}, and
precoders F1, {F2,k}, and {Wk} that maximize the minimum
Rn in (13), ensuring a fair rate performance for all users:

max
{|Sn|},F1,{F2,k},{Wk}

min
n

Rn, (14a)

subject to
NX

n=1

|Sn| = NRF , |Sn| 2 N, 8n, (14b)

F12XNt,NRF ,M , (14c)
kF1F2,kWkk2F = N, (14d)
F2,k2Fk,NRF ,M , (14e)

where the constraint in (14b) corresponds to the total number
of subarrays and N denotes the set of natural numbers.
The constraints in (14c) is due to the structure of the PS
precoder F1 in (8), (14d) indicates the normalized power of
the precoders, and (14e) is due to the structure of F2,k in (9).

The problem (14) is not directly solvable due to the coupling
between the precoders and the non-convex constraints (14b)–
(14e). In this paper, this difficulty is approached by devising

efficient algorithms through decomposition of the original
max-min problem in (14) into two sub-problems: (i) user
subarrays allocation problem and (ii) joint PS and TTD sub-
precoders design problem. Subsequently, the digital precorders
{Wk} are designed by standard approaches [20], [21]. In the
following sections, we focus on the design and optimization
of the analog precoders and fair subarray allocation.

IV. FAIR SUBARRAY ALLOCATION

In this section, we propose a max-min optimization approach
for allocating the number of subarrays {|Sn|} to each user while
fixing the precoders F1, {F2,k}, and {Wk}. To incorporate a
tractable objective function, we consider an asymptotic upper
bound of Rn in (13) as the number of antennas at each subarray
tends to infinity (MP ! 1). To this end, the analog sub-
precoders {fk,l} in (11) are assumed to be ideal analog sub-
precoders (IASP) to maximize the respective subarray gains
[4], [5], which are designed to perfectly match the subarray
response vectors for l 2 Sn such that

fk,l = uk,n,l, 8k, (15)

where uk,n,l is defined in (6). Furthermore, (14d) implies that
the power of each column of Wk must be bounded:

max
k,n

kwk,nk2 = ! < 1. (16)

Given the latter assumptions, an assymptotic upper bound of
Rn in (13) is presented in Lemma 1.

Lemma 1. The following bound holds, limMP!1 Rn 
⇢!

ln(2)N
|Sn|
NRF

PK
k=1 |↵k,n|2, for n = 1, . . . , N .

Proof. See Appendix A.

Incorporating the asymptotic upper bound in Lemma 1, the
max-min fairness subarray allocation problem is given by

max
{|Sn|}

min
n

e↵n|Sn|, (17a)

subject to
NX

n=1

|Sn| = NRF , |Sn| 2 N, 8n, (17b)

where e↵n =
PK

k=1 |↵k,n|2 is the sum of the channel gains at
the nth user and the constraint in (17b) corresponds to (14b).

The integer programing in (17) can be conventionally
addressed by a branch, bound, and reduced [22], [23] and
cutting plane algorithms [24]. Albeit straightforward, the worst
case complexity of these algorithms is combinatorial with
N . Instead, we address the discrete constraint in (17b) via a
continuous domain relaxation technique:

max
{|Sn|}

min
n

e↵n|Sn|, (18a)

subject to
NX

n=1

|Sn| = NRF , |Sn| > 0, 8n. (18b)

The following lemma characterizes the closed-form solution
to (18).

Lemma 2. The closed-form solution to (18) is given by |Sn| =
NRF /e↵nPN
n=1 1/e↵n

, 8n.
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Proof. See Appendix B.

Remark 1. Lemma 2 implies that we should allocate more
subarrays to the users that experience more severe path-loss
to provide a fair subarray allocation among users.
Discretizing the solution in Lemma 2 yields an approximate
solution to (17), which is given by

|Sn|? =
j NRF /e↵nPN

n=1 1/e↵n

k
, for n = 1, . . . , NRF � 1, (19a)

|SN |? = NRF �
N�1X

n=1

|Sn|?, (19b)

where (19b) is to ensure the first constraint in (17b) and bxc
is the largest integer that is less than or equal to x.

V. JOINT PS AND TTD SUB-PRECODERS DESIGN

Given the subarray allocation in (19), we now jointly design
PS and TTD sub-precoders at the lth subarray to achieve the
IASP in (15) for maximizing the subarray gain. However,
solving for the K coupled equations in (15) is ill-posed. Hence,
we attempt to best approximate un,k,l with the construction
of fk,l in (11) as presented,

min
Xl,tl

KX

k=1

kXle
�j2⇡fktl � uk,n,lk2, (20a)

subject to |Xl(i, j)| 2
n
0,

1p
Nt

o
, 8i, j, (20b)

tl,m 2 T , 8m, (20c)

where the constraints in (20b) and (20c) are restatements of
(14c) and (14e), respectively. These non-convex constraints in
conjunction with the coupling between Xl and e�j2⇡fktl make
the problem in (20) still difficult to solve. In conventional
approaches [25], [26], the problem in (20) is addressed via al-
ternating optimization. Unlike the previous work [25], [26], we
transform (20) to a problem in the phase domain to remove the
non-convex constraint in (20b), and then the discrete constraint
in (20c) is dealt by an alternating optimization method.

From (6), the objective function in (20a) can be rewritten as

1

Nt

KX

k=1

MX

m=1

PX

p=1

|e�j⇡2fc⇠ktl,mej⇡xl,m,p � e�j⇡⇠k�n,l,m,p |2, (21)

where �n,l,m,p = ((l � 1)MP + (m� 1)P + p� 1) n and ⇠k is in
(3). We recall a lemma in the previous work [8, Lemma 1]
that allows us to transform the problem in (20) into a relaxed
problem in the phase domain.

Lemma 3. ( [8, Lemma 1]) For a given x 2 R, and a closed set
Y ✓ (x�⇡, x+⇡], argminy2Y |ejx�ejy| = argminy2Y |x�y|.

Incorporating Lemma 3 into (21) transforms (20) to a relaxed
problem:

min
{xl,m,p},{tl,m}

KX

k=1

MX

m=1

PX

p=1

(�2fc⇠ktl,m+xl,m,p+⇠k�n,l,m,p)
2,

subject to tl,m 2 T , 8m,

which can be decomposed into M separable problems, for m =
1, . . . ,M :

min
{xl,m,p},tl,m

KX

k=1

PX

p=1

(�2fc⇠ktl,m + xl,m,p + ⇠k�n,l,m,p)
2,

subject to tl,m 2 T .

(22)

To circumvent the difficulty in dealing with the discrete
constraint in (22) and the coupling between tl,m and {xl,m,p},
we devise an alternating optimization algorithm. In particular,
optimizing one parameter by fixing the other parameter in (22)
addresses the coupling issue. First, tl,m is optimized while fix-
ing {xl,m,p} and temporarily neglecting the constraint in (22):

min
tl,m

KX

k=1

PX

p=1

(�2fc⇠ktl,m + xl,m,p + ⇠k�n,l,m,p)
2. (23)

Since (23) is convex, the optimal solution to (23) is found
by setting the first-order derivative of (23) with respect to
tl,m to zero, i.e.,

PK
k=1

PP
p=1 �2fc⇠k(�2fc⇠ktl,m +xl,m,p +

⇠k�n,l,m,p) = 0. From (3), one can confirm that
PK

k=1 ⇠
2
k =

�K, where � = 1+ B2(K2�1)
12f2

cK
2 , leading to the solution to (23),

tl,m =
1

2fcP

⇣ 1

�

PX

p=1

xl,m,p +
PX

p=1

�n,l,m,p

⌘
. (24)

Next, {xl,m,p} are optimized while fixing tl,m:

min
{xl,m,p}

KX

k=1

PX

p=1

(�2fc⇠ktl,m + xl,m,p + ⇠k�n,l,m,p)
2. (25)

Similarly to (23), (25) is also convex and its solution is
attained by equating its first-order derivative to be zero,PK

k=1 2(�2fc⇠ktl,m + xl,m,p + ⇠k�n,l,m,p) = 0, 8p. From (3),
it is not difficult to verify that

PK
k=1 ⇠k = K, implying the

solution to (25),
xl,m,p = 2fctl,m � �n,l,m,p, 8p. (26)

Algorithm 1 Alternating optimization of PS and TTD values

Require: {⇠k}, {�n,l,m,p}, Niter, T , and ✏
Output: {t?l,m} and {x?

l,m,p}
1: Initialization: t(1)l,m = 0, 8m, x(1)

l,m,p = 0, 8m, p, and i = 1
2: for m = 1 : M do
3: while i < Niter do
4: t(i+1)

l,m = 1
2fcP

⇣
1
�

PP
p=1 x

(i)
l,m,p +

PP
p=1 �n,l,m,p

⌘

5: t(i+1)
l,m = QT (t

(i+1)
l,m )

6: for p = 1 : P do
7: x(i+1)

l,m,p = 2fct
(i)
l,m � �n,l,m,p

8: end for
9: if kx(i+1)

l,m �x(i)
l,mk2+(t(i+1)

l,m �t(i)l,m)2

kx(i+1)
l,m k2+(t(i+1)

l,m )2
 ✏ then

10: return t?l,m = t(i+1)
l,m and x?

l,m,p = x(i+1)
l,m,p , 8p

11: end if
12: i = i+ 1
13: t?l,m = t(i)l,m and x?

l,m,p = x(i)
l,m,p, 8m, p

14: end while
15: end for
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Fig. 2: (a) CDFs of minn ↵̃n|Sn| of the proposed-SA and uniform-SA. (b) Average subarray gain performances of Algorithm 1 with Q = 400,
IASP with Q = 1, and benchmarkc [11] with Q = 400. (c) CDFs of minn Rn of the proposed approach with Q = 400, IASP with Q = 1,
and benchmark [11] with Q = 400.

A formal description of the alternating optimization is pre-
sented in Algorithm 1. Encountering the discrete constraint in
(20c), it finds an approximate solution {t?l,m} and {x?

l,m,p} to
(20). In Step 1, we set t(1)l,m = 0, 8m and x(1)

l,m,p = 0, 8m, p, as
the initial TTD and PS values, respectively. At the (i+1)th iter-
ation, we update t(i+1)

l,m based on (24). Then, in Step 5, the TTD
value t(i+1)

l,m is quantized by QT (·), where QT (x) = t̃ such that
t̃ = argmint2T |x�t|. In Step 7, the {x(i+1)

l,m,p} is updated based
on (26). These steps are repeated until either the convergence
condition is satisfied or the maximum number of iterations
Niter is reached. The convergence condition is met when the
normalized mean square error (NMSE) at the (i+ 1) iteration

is upper bounded by ✏, i.e.,
kx(i+1)

l,m �x(i)
l,mk2+(t(i+1)

l,m �t(i)l,m)2

kx(i+1)
l,m k2+(t(i+1)

l,m )2
 ✏.

VI. SIMULATION RESULTS

This section presents numerical simulations that evaluate
the cumulative distribution function (CDF) of the asymptotic
min-subarray gain minn ↵̃n|Sn|, the average subarray gain,
and the CDF of the minimum achievable rate minn Rn of the
proposed approach.

The channel matrices is generated based on the sub-THz
channel model in [18], [19]. We set the system parameters to
fc = 300 GHz, B = 30 GHz, K = 1025, N = 4, NRF = 16,
M = 16, Nt = 1024, Nr = 4, and SNR = ⇢ = 10 (dB).
The communication distances from the transmitter to the four
users are, respectively, {10, 15, 20, 25} meters. The channel
path gains {↵k,n} and delays {⌧n} are randomly generated
following [18], [19]. The AoAs and AoDs are uniformly drawn
in [�⇡

2 ,
⇡
2 ]. The maximum TTD value is (Q � 1)⌧ = 1596

ps, where Q = 400 and ⌧ = 4 ps. We set Niter = 50 and
✏ = 0.01 in Algorithm 1. The performance curves are averaged
over 500 channel realizations.

Fig. 2a demonstrates the CDF of the asymptotic min-subarray
gainminn ↵̃n|Sn| performance of the proposed subarray alloca-
tion (proposed-SA) approach. The uniform subarray allocation
(uniform-SA) in Fig. 2a allocates |Sn| = 4, for n = 1, . . . , 4.
Fig. 2a illustrates a substantial improvement of the proposed
approach compared to the uniform-SA. For example, the
proposed-SA allocates |S1| = 2, |S2| = 3, |S3| = 5, and |S4| =
6 because the channel in Fig. 2a is realized such that the third

and fourth users experience more severe path-loss than the first
and second users. This confirms the observation in Remark 1.

The average subarray gain at the kth subcarrier is defined as
1

NRF

PN
n=1

P
l2Sn

|u†
k,n,lfk,l|, where uk,n,l and fk,l are defined

in (6) and (11), respectively. Fig. 2b compares the average sub-
array gain performances of Algorithm 1 with Q = 400, bench-
mark [11] with Q = 400, and IASP in (15) with Q = 1. It can
be observed in Fig. 2b that the average subarray gain of Algo-
rithm 1 with the finite TTD resolution Q = 400 shows a similar
performance as that of the IASP with Q = 1. Additionally, the
Algorithm 1 achieves higher average subarray gain performance
than the benchmark [11] with the same TTD resolution.

Fig 2c illustrates the CDFs of the minimum achievable rate
(minn Rn) of the proposed Algorithm 1 with the uniform-
SA and the proposed-SA compared with the benchmark [11].
When Q = 400, it is seen from Fig. 2c that the proposed-SA
outperforms the uniform-SA substantially. This is consistent
with the asymptotic min-subarray gain trend shown in Fig. 2a.
The Algorithm 1 achieves a close performance to the IASP in
(15) with Q = 1 and substantially outperforms the benchmark
[11], which is aligned with the subarray gain trend in Fig. 2b.

VII. CONCLUSION

A signal processing approach has been proposed to ensure
a fair rate performance of a real-world-suitable wideband
sub-THz massive MIMO OFDM system that employs no
analog combiners. The no-combiner architecture is critical
in practical deployment due to space limitation and power
loss. First, a subarray allocation problem was formulated to
provide a fair allocation to each user when the number of
subarrays is larger than the number of users. An approximate
solution to the first sub-problem was obtained by continuous
relaxation, which suggests that the allocation of subarrays to
each user should be inversely proportional to its channel gain.
Second, a joint PS and TTD sub-precoders design problem
was formulated to maximize the subarray gain subject to
the limited range and finite TTD resolution. A solution was
attained by transforming it to the phase domain and applying
an alternating optimization technique, which achieves a close
subarray gain performance to the ideal analog sub-precoders
that maximize the subarray gain. The advantages of the
proposed approach were demonstrated by numerical results.
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APPENDIX A
PROOF OF LEMMA 1

Plugging Hk,n in (2) into Rn in (13) gives

Rn 
KX

k=1

log2

⇣
1 +

⇢

N
k↵k,nvk,nu

†
k,nF1F2,kwk,nk2

⌘
, (27a)

 ⇢

ln(2)N

KX

k=1

|↵k,n|2kvk,nk2ku†
k,nF1F2,kk2kwk,nk2, (27b)

 !⇢

ln(2)N

KX

k=1

|↵k,n|2ku†
k,nF1F2,kk2, (27c)

where (27a) follows from removing the inter-user interference
term in Rn, (27b) is due to the fact that ln(1 + x)  x
for x � 0 and applying Cauchy-Schwartz’s inequality to
kvk,nu

†
k,nF1F2,kwk,nk2, and (27c) follows from (5) and (16).

We note that

ku†
k,nF1F2,kk2 =

X

l2Sn

ku†
k,n,lfk,lk

2 +
X

l2Sn0 ,n0 6=n

ku†
k,n,lfk,lk

2, (28a)

=
X

l2Sn

ku†
k,n,luk,n,lk2 +

X

l2Sn0 ,n0 6=n

ku†
k,n,luk,n0,lk2, (28b)

=
|Sn|
NRF

+
X

l2Sn0 ,n0 6=n

ku†
k,n,luk,n0,lk2, (28c)

where (28a) follows from (10), (28b) is due to (15), and (28c)
is due to (6). For n 6= n0, the subarray response vectors uk,n,l

and uk,n0,l are orthogonal, as MP ! 1 [25]. Hence, the
r.h.s of (27c) tends to !⇢

ln(2)N
|Sn|
NRF

PK
k=1 |↵k,n|2, as MP ! 1,

completing the proof.

APPENDIX B
PROOF OF LEMMA 2

Note that minn e↵n|Sn| =
⇣
minn

|Sn|
1/e↵n

⌘⇣PN
n=1

1/e↵nPN
n=1 1/e↵n

⌘


|S1|
1/e↵1

1/e↵1PN
n=1 1/e↵n

+ · · · + |SN |
1/e↵N

1/e↵NPN
n=1 1/e↵n

=
PN

n=1 |Sn|
PN

n=1 1/e↵n
, imply-

ing that max{|Sn|} minn e↵n|Sn| 
PN

n=1 |Sn|
PN

n=1 1/e↵n
. The up-

per bound is achieved as the equality if and only if
|Sn| =

(1/e↵n)
PN

n0=1 |Sn0 |
PN

n=1 1/e↵n

=
NRF /e↵nPN
n=1 1/e↵n

, completing the proof.
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