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We conduct an incentivized lab experiment to test participants’ ability to understand the DA matching mecha-
nism and the strategyproofness property, conveyed in different ways. We find that while many participants
can (using a novel GUI) learn DA’s mechanics and calculate its outcomes, such understanding does not
imply understanding of strategyproofness (as measured by specially designed tests). However, a novel menu
description of strategyproofness conveys this property significantly better than other treatments. While
behavioral effects are small on average, participants with levels of strategyproofness understanding above a
certain threshold play the classical dominant strategy at very high rates.

A full version of this paper can be found at https://yannai.gonch.name/scientific/papers/2024-describing-da-
sp-redirect.html.

CCS Concepts: « Theory of computation — Algorithmic mechanism design; - Human-centered
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