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Language maps and sociolinguistic data— 
Developing linguistic cartography 
of Bantoid languages

Pierpaolo Di Carlo

Linguistic mapping is permanently evolving 
because it must follow not only the progress 
of the linguists’ analysis, but also the interven-
tion of sociolinguists and scientists from other 
disciplines—geography, history, economics, 
politology, etc.—who, one after the other, are 
discovering the importance of language and 
the interaction between language and other 
phenomena. 
(Breton 1993: 47/68)
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2 Visualizing the geography of languages:  
issues of accuracy, readability, and accountability
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Dimensions Figures 1 
& 4b

Figure 
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Figure 5 Figures 
6a–d
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5 Conclusions: which data for which maps?
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