
1.  Introduction
The topographic morphology of active rift basins, especially in humid climatic settings, exert important controls 
on the transport pathways, character, and volume of sediments deposited (Burgess et al., 1989; Gawthorpe & 
Leeder, 2000; Kolawole, Firkins, et al., 2021; Morley et al., 1990; Rosendahl, 1987; Scholz et al., 1990). Accord-
ingly, deciphering the structural controls on both the basin architecture and landscape evolution in such tectonic 
settings is of paramount importance for understanding the evolution of the Earth as well as solving problems in 
the applied fields of mineral and hydrocarbon exploration, hydrogeology, hydrology, subsurface CO2 storage, 
and geothermal energy (Vasuki et al., 2014). Rift structures such as border and intra-basin faults, intra-basin fault 
blocks, accommodation zones, and transfer faults control the spatial and temporal distribution of sedimentary 
facies in continental rifts (Lambiase & Bosworth, 1995; Shaban et al., 2021). Many ancient and modern rift zones 
host lacustrine basins (e.g., Corti et al., 2022; Katz, 1990; Rosendahl, 1987) that form robust archives of tectonic 
history and paleoclimate dynamics.

Rift basins are structurally complex and are typically composed of a series of asymmetric fault-bounded 
sub-basins (Corti et al., 2022; Lambiase, 1990; Logatchev & Zorin, 1992; Morley, 1988; Muirhead et al., 2019; 
Rosendahl, 1987; Scholz et al., 2020; Sherman, 1992). The evolution of rift zones involves the development of 
regular along-axis structural segmentation into sub-basins that are bounded by large-offset border fault systems 
that flip polarity along-trend (Ebinger, 1989; Laó-Dávila et al., 2015; Morley et al., 1990; Rosendahl, 1987). 
This along-trend segmentation of rift basins may occur at inherited pre-rift basement structures such as craton 
boundaries, terrane boundaries, and exhumed ductile shear zones that are rift-orthogonal or rift-oblique (e.g., 
Corti et al., 2007; Daly et al., 1989; Dixon et al., 1987; Katumwehe et al., 2015; Kolawole et al., 2022; Laó-Dávila 
et al., 2015; McConnell, 1972; Nelson et al., 1992; Versfelt & Rosendahl, 1989; Wright et al., 2020).

Abstract  The oldest structures in a rift basin define incipient rift architecture, and commonly modulate 
the patterns of landscape evolution, sedimentation, and associated hazards in subsequent phases of rift 
development. However, due to deep burial beneath younger, thick syn-rift sequences, and limited resolution of 
seismic imaging, critical early-rift processes remain poorly understood. In the Tanganyika Rift, East Africa, 
we augment existing 2-dimensional (2-D) seismic reflection data with newly acquired aeromagnetic and 
Full-Tensor Gradiometry data to assess the deep basin and underlying basement structure. Aeromagnetic and 
gravity grids show a dominance of NW-trending long-wavelength (>5 km) structural fabrics corresponding 
to the deeper basement, and dominant NW-trending with a secondary NNE-trending shorter-wavelength 
(<3 km) fabric representing shallower, intra-basin structures. Seismically-constrained 2-D forward modeling 
of the aeromagnetic and gravity data reveals: (a) an anomalously high-density (2.35–2.45 g/cc) deep-seated, 
fault-bounded wedge-shaped sedimentary unit that directly overlies the pre-rift basement, likely of Mesozoic 
(Karoo) origin; (b) ∼4 km-wide sub-vertical low-density (2.71 g/cc) structures within the 3.2 g/cc basement, 
interpreted to be inherited basement shear zones, (c) early-rift intra-basin faults co-located with the modeled 
shear zone margins, in some places defining a persistent structurally-controlled intra-basin “high,” and (d) 
a shallow intra-sedimentary V-shaped zone of comparatively dense material (∼2.2 g/cc), interpreted to be 
a younger axial channel complex confined between the intra-basin “high” and border fault. These results 
provide new insight into the earliest basin architecture of the Tanganyika Rift, controlled by inherited basement 
structure, and provide evidence of their persistent influence on the subsequent basin evolution.
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Inherited pre-rift basement structures are widely documented to exert prominent control on the evolution of conti-
nental rift zones. At continental scales, the tectonic break-up of continents generally occurs along ancient orogenic 
belts or long-lived crustal scale weakness zones (e.g., Vauchez et al., 1997; J. T. Wilson, 1966). At the basin scale, 
studies have used seismic reflection data (e.g., Morley, 2017; Phillips et al., 2016), seismicity data (e.g., Chisenga 
et  al.,  2023; Kolawole et  al.,  2018), remote sensing data (e.g., Hussein et  al.,  2006; Laó-Dávila et  al.,  2015; 
Muirhead et al., 2019; R. W. Wilson et al., 2010), or field geological mapping (e.g., Beacom et al., 2001; Daly 
et al., 1989; Dixon et al., 1987; McConnell, 1972; Morley et al., 2004; U. Ring, 1994; U. W. E. Ring et al., 2005; 
Smith & Mosley, 1993; Wedmore et al., 2020; Wheeler & Karson, 1989) to decipher the influence of pre-existing 
basement structures on the evolution of rift zones. Studies have also used high-resolution aeromagnetic data to 
investigate the relationships between inherited basement structures and the localization and geometry of rift 
faults (e.g., Katumwehe et al., 2015; Kinabo et al., 2007; Kolawole et al., 2018; Kolawole, Firkins, et al., 2021; 
Kolawole, Phillips, et al., 2021; Kolawole et al., 2022). However, using these various data sets in isolation often 
presents limitations, either in terms of spatial coverage, scale, imaging resolution, dimension (single or multi), 
and/or depth of investigation. Notably, a few studies have adopted the integration of Full-Tensor Gradiometry 
(FTG), aeromagnetic data, and seismic reflection data for the analysis of tectonic structures (e.g., Jamaludin 
et al., 2021; Malin, 2017; Peace et al., 2018). Although several studies have examined the evolving rift basins of 
the East African Rift System (EARS) (e.g., Morley, 1999; 2002), the geometry and kinematics of the earliest fault 
systems are still poorly constrained (Ebinger et al., 2019; Kolawole, Phillips, et al., 2021).

Here, for the first time, we investigate rift processes by integrating FTG, aeromagnetic, and 2-dimensional (2-D) 
seismic reflection data from a unique, biologically diverse, ecologically sensitive, resource-rich, and tectonically 
active rift basin, the Tanganyika Rift segment of the EARS (Figures 1a and 1b). The primary objective of this 
study is to better characterize the deep-to-shallow basin structure of the Lake Tanganyika Rift (LTR), and the 
architecture of the pre-rift crystalline basement beneath its ∼2–6-km thick sedimentary fill (Figure  1b). The 
extended objectives include: (a) updating the previously published fault map of the basin, and (b) assessing the 
possible presence of Pre-Cenozoic (i.e., Permo-Triassic age “Karoo” and Cretaceous) rift sediments, and (c) stud-
ying the subsurface structure of the Kavala Island Ridge (KIR), and its relationship with the Mahale Mountains 
and Katenga–Kugulu–Ntengo lineaments. The KIR is the most prominent structural high in the LTR separating 
the modern lake into distinct limnological domains (Scholz et al., 2003), and served as a paleodrainage divide 
during lowstands, and separates major faunal groups (Scholz & Rosendahl, 1988).

1.1.  Background

1.1.1.  The East African Rift System (EARS)

The EARS runs from the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden in the north to Mozambique and Botswana in the south, 
with a length of ∼4,000 km and width of 50–150 km (Morley, 1999; Chorowicz, 2005; Figure 1a). EARS rifting 
initiated in the Oligocene contemporaneously with the opening of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (Wolfenden 
et al., 2005). The EARS is composed of a series of rift segments (typically ∼80–150 km long), predominantly 
in the form of asymmetric half-graben basins (Morley, 1989; Rosendahl, 1987) although in some sectors of the 
EARS (e.g., Ethiopia) rifting does not always exhibit alternating asymmetric half graben (Corti et al., 2022). The 
rift is comprised of two branches, the Eastern Branch and Western Branch, separated by the Archean Tanzania 
Craton at the terminus south of the Main Ethiopian Rift (Figure  1a) (Ebinger,  1989; Rosendahl,  1987). The 
Eastern Branch has a series of volcanic centers along strike spaced every ∼20–100 km, and a long history of 
effusive magmatism. In contrast, the Western Branch is magma-poor, with a few volcanic centers including the 
Virunga Volcanic Province and the Rungwe Volcanic Province to the north and south of Lake Tanganyika respec-
tively (Baker, 1971; Biggs et al., 2009; Furman, 2007; George et al., 1998; Mohr & Wood, 1976; O’Donnell 
et al., 2013). Currently the Western Branch has a maximum crustal stretching rate of 2.9 mm/yr, whereas the 
Eastern Branch is stretching at rates up to 5.2 mm/yr (Saria et al., 2014).

1.1.2.  Lake Tanganyika Rift (LTR)

The LTR (Figure 1) is situated in the Western Branch, and it holds the deepest and most voluminous lake in 
Africa (∼645 km long and maximum water depth of 1,470 m) (Capart, 1952; Coulter, 1963; Rosendahl, 1987; 
Shaban et al., 2021). The timing of LTR initiation is not well resolved due to the lack of information from the 
basal basin fill. Cohen et al. (1993) suggested an initial age of ∼ 9–12 Ma based upon the extrapolation ages 
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of near surface sediment cores, Pasteels et al. (1989) suggest 7.8–5 Ma, Roberts et al. (2012) suggest an age of 
25–26 Ma based upon tephra ages within a nearby terrestrial rift sequence, whereas Jess et al. (2020) suggest that 
the age of initial rifting was coincident with the early uplift of the Ruwenzori Mountains (Eocene–Paleogene). 
The LTR is one of the world's largest and deepest active rift-lake systems and a site where processes of rift basin 
formation can be studied today. It is endowed with one of the oldest and most continuous records of tropical 
climate on the continents (Russell et  al.,  2020). The LTR is composed of a series of half grabens, typically 
∼80–140 km long and ∼50–70 km wide (Muirhead et al., 2019; Rosendahl, 1987; Rosendahl et al., 1986; Shaban 
et al., 2021; Wright et al., 2020). Shaban et al. (2021) suggested three main bathymetric basins (Ruzizi, Kigoma, 
and Marungu-Mpulungu basins) and several sub-basins from the northern end to the southern end of the LTR 
(Figure 1b). These basins are bounded by nine border faults and are kinematically linked by accommodation zones 
partitioning extension along strike (Morley, 1988; Muirhead et al., 2019; Rosendahl, 1987; Wright et al., 2020). 
Depending on the rifted terrane-type (e.g., Archean vs. Proterozoic lithosphere), border faults accommodate 
∼90% of the extensional strain (Muirhead et al., 2019; Wright et al., 2020) with the rates of normal border fault 
slip increasing with the system evolution (Muirhead et al., 2019; Wright et al., 2020). The normal fault systems 
influence sediment pathways into the basin (Burgess et al., 1989; Rosendahl, 1987; Shaban et al., 2021).

The LTR exhibits two main directions of extension, NE-SW in the south and E-W in the northern part (Delvaux 
& Barth, 2010; Morley, 2010), with variable total extension (e.g., ∼2.75 km in the south, 7.07–7.15 km in the 
central region, and ∼3.75 km in the north) (Wright et al., 2020). It exhibits high topographic relief in several 
localities such as the Mahale Mountains, including some rift shoulder uplifts more than 1,500 m above the lake 
surface adjacent to border faults (Delvaux, 2001; Rosendahl, 1987; Wright et al., 2020).

The LTR is surrounded by Proterozoic and early Phanerozoic mobile belts of high-grade metamorphic rocks 
(Choubert et al., 1968). These geological terranes wrap around the Archean Tanzania craton to the east, and the 
Congo craton to the west (Figure 1c). In the north, the LTR is bounded by the NNW-SSE-striking Ubendian 

Figure 1.  Study area: (a) Digital Elevation Model of the East African Rift System showing the location of Lake Tanganyika (red rectangle) along its Western Branch. 
WB and EB are the Western and Eastern Branches respectively. MER = Main Ethiopian Rift, LTr = Lake Turkana, LA = Lake Albert, LE = Lake Edward, LK = Lake 
Kivu, LT = Lake Tanganyika, LR = Lake Rukwa, LMr = Lake Mweru, LB = Lake Bangweulu, LM = Lake Malawi, and CB = Cabora Bassa dam. (b) Map of 
Tanganyika Rift syn-rift sedimentary thickness. Purple dashed lines show the boundary of structural provinces of the Lake Tanganyika Rift (LTR). Thick black lines 
show the basement-rooted normal faults (updated after Muirhead et al., 2019). Note the maximum of ∼6 km thick sediments along the western border fault of the 
Marungu Province. (c) Geological map of the region surrounding the LTR (modified after Boniface & Tsujimori, 2021; Choubert et al., 1968); note Mesozoic rift 
sediments (Karoo) on the western flank of the Tanganyika Rift. Delvaux (2001) suggested the extension of Karoo sediments into the Kalemie and northern part of 
the Marungu provinces of the Tanganyika RIft. CSZ = Chisi Shear Zone, MSZ = Mtose Shear Zone, Kate-Kipili Shear Zone. The red rectangular polygon shows the 
location of Figure 8a. The red ellipse in the central part of the LTR represents a location of the Kavala Island Ridge. Bathymetry presented is derived from seismic 
reflection data set used in this study (maximum water depth = 1,471 m). The two major deep-water areas are in the Kigoma and Marungu provinces.
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belt (2.05–1.8  Ga) and the NE-SW–striking Kibaran belt. The Ubendian belt, an amphibolite facies ductile 
lateral shear belt, extends to the southeast of the rift where it intersects with the Usagaran belt and the Irumide 
belt (Figure 1c). It consists predominantly of NW to NNW trending Paleoproterozoic granitoids and medium 
to high-grade metamorphosed granitoids including gneisses (hornblende-rich mafic, biotite-bearing granitic 
gneisses, mylonitic garnet–kyanite gneisses, mylonitic felsic gneisses and high-pressure mafic granulites), gran-
ites, mica schists, ultramafics, and eclogites. Daly et al. (1985) and Daly (1988) divided the Ubdendian belt into 
eight litho-tectonic terranes from the northeast to the south: Ubende (metabasites, mafic and ultra-mafic bodies), 
Wakole (alumino-silicate schists), Katuma (Bt gneisses), Ufipa (gneissic granite), Mbozi (metabasic granulites, 
quartzites), Lupa (metavolcanics),Upangwa (meta-anorthosite), and Nyika (Cordierite gneisses) (Figure  1c). 
These terranes are bounded by NW-SE oriented multiphase sinistral strike-slip mylonite zones that are attrib-
uted to persistent Proterozoic wrench fault reactivation as they define the general trend of the rift faults (Boven 
et al., 1999; Theunissen et al., 1996). Eclogite outcrops (lenses between 1 and 100 m) have been reported in the 
Ubende and Ufipa terranes whereby the Ubende eclogites are mylonitic eclogites and those in the Ufipa terrrane 
are not mylonitic but rather coarse grained and granoblastic (Sklyarov et al., 1998). Based on similar geology 
and geochronology, Boniface and Tsujimori (2021) grouped Ubendian terranes into three groups: the Western 
Corridor (Ufipa and Nyika), the Central Corridor (Ubende, Mbozi, and Upangwa), and the Eastern Corridor 
(Katuma and Lupa). Accordingly, because the Wakole Terrane is entirely composed of Mesoproterozoic meta-
sedimentary rocks without any traces of Paleoproterozoic traces (Boniface et al., 2014), it was excluded from 
the grouping. The belt is intruded by a few carbonatites of Mesoproterozoic to Mesozoic ages. The Kibaran belt 
extends to the northwest of the rift and is composed of orthogneisses and high-grade metasediments, schists, 
quartzites, metaquartzites, and granites (Boniface & Tsujimori, 2021; Boniface et al., 2012; Fernandez-Alonso 
& Theunissen, 1998; Sutton et al., 1954) (Figure 1c). In the east, the LTR is bounded by the NE-SW oriented 
Karagwe-Ankolean Belt, the Ubendian Belt, and the NNW-SSE oriented Malagarsi Platform. The Malagrasi Plat-
form is predominantly composed of Neoproterozoic sediments, whereas, the Kibaran and the Karagwe-Ankolean 
Belts are composed of arenaceous and pelitic metasediments overprinted by greenschist- to amphibolite-facies 
signature. The Kibaran metasediments are intruded by mafic-ultramafic layered igneous complexes together 
with the predominantly S-type granitic magmas (Duchesne et al., 2004; Fernandez-Alonso & Theunissen, 1998; 
Tack et al., 1994, 2010). Based on U-Pb zircon dating of 1,079 ± 14 Ma, the greenschist- to amphibolite-facies 
metamorphic imprints on the Karagwe-Ankolean Belts are a precursor to the Mesoproterozoic emplacement of 
tin-granitoids magmatism (Kokonyangi et al., 2006). In the southwest, the Rift is bounded by the Katanga super-
group that is mainly composed of Neoproterozoic sediments. At its southern extent, the LTR continues into the 
Paleoproterozoic Bangweulu cratonic Block adjacent to Karoo structures (Daly et al., 1989; Klerkx et al., 1998; 
Lenoir et al., 1994; Morley, 2010). It is surrounded by Proterozoic mobile orogenic belts such as the Mesoprotero-
zoic Kibaran and Irumide Belts in the west and the Neoproterozoic Lufilian Belt in the southwest (Figure 1c). The 
Bangweulu Block is composed of E-W oriented schist belt (migmatitic biotite gneiss, biotite-epidote, and musco-
vite gneiss, mica-schist, pelitic schist, amphibolite, and recrystallized quartzite), rhyolitic tuff, basalts, granites 
and a volcano-plutonics complex (explosive volcanics, mafic, and felsic plutons). A large part of the basement is 
covered by the Paleoproterozoic Mporokoso Group metasediments (Andersen & Unrug, 1984).

Little is known about the sedimentary geology of the deepest parts of the Rift. Shallow coring of the Holo-
cene and Upper Pleistocene sections penetrated diatomaceous ooze-rich shale, sands, siltstone, and localized 
carbonates (Felton et  al.,  2007; Livingstone, 1965; McGlue et  al.,  2008, 2020; Scholz et  al.,  2003; Tiercelin 
et al., 1988, 1992). The LTR contains more than ∼6 km of syn-rift lacustrine sediments in some areas, as evident 
in 2-D seismic reflection data (Morley, 1988, Muirhead et al., 2019; Rosendahl, 1987; Shaban et al., 2021; Wright 
et al., 2020; Figure 1b) distributed in at least six depositional units (Figures 2b and 2c; Muirhead et al., 2019; 
Shaban et  al.,  2021). The units consist of S1 (oldest) to S6 (youngest) deposits. S2–S6 generally record 
deeper water rift lake sequences, manifested by the increasing dominance of the high amplitude and parallel 
to semi-parallel seismic reflections. S3–S5 records facies variability with higher proportion of chaotic seismic 
reflections and influence of alternating high- and low lake levels (Figure 2c), indicating system with increasing 
relief (Shaban et al., 2021).

Following the geological mapping of Choubert et al. (1968) and structural analysis of Tiercelin et al. (1988), Corti 
et al. (2007), and Muirhead et al. (2019), the inherited fabrics of the LTR were proposed to have two strong trends, 
NW-SE, and NE-SW as observed onshore in  the Proterozoic metamorphic terrains that the rift transects. For 
instance, there is a strong NW-SE trend of pre-existing lineaments in the Ruzizian-Ubendian belts, and a localized 
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Figure 2.
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bimodal trend, NE-SW and NW-SE in the Bangweulu cratonic terrain (Figure 2). These pre-existing fabrics 
correlate well with the orientation of major shear structures that bound basement subterranes (e.g., Andersen & 
Unrug, 1984; Daly, 1988; Daly et al., 1989; Muirhead et al., 2019; Wright et al., 2020).

2.  Data
2.1.  Aeromagnetic Data

The aeromagnetic data were collected in 2015–2016 alongside the Tanganyika Air-FTG® survey data over the 
east central part of the LTR (Figure 2b) using a magnetometer system that is comprised of an airborne magneto-
meter and a base station. The total field was measured using the Geometrics 882 cesium vapor sensor mounted 
in a boom attached to the aircraft tail. The data were recorded at 10 Hz and compensated in real time by an RMS 
DAARC500 data acquisition system. To monitor diurnal variations in the background field, a GEM Systems 
GSM19 gradiometer base station was used, recording at 1 s intervals. This was backed up by a Geometrics G856 
(proton precession magnetometer) base station recording at 10 s intervals. The aircraft was flown in the survey 
line headings (090°), and because at tropical latitudes the sensor's sensitivity weakens during turns, the figure of 
merit was split into partial calibrations.

The aeromagnetic data were processed by Bell Geospace Limited using Geosoft Oasis Montaj software to obtain 
the final measured residual magnetic intensity (RMI). Initial processing employed manual filtering to remove the 
interference noise from nearby artificial magnetic sources such as electrical equipment. Also, the Earth's regional 
magnetic field was removed from the survey data to separate local anomalies. The International Geomagnetic 
Reference Field (IGRF) tables corresponding to the time, date and acquisition height of the survey were gener-
ated. Then, the calculated IGRF was subtracted from the recorded total magnetic intensity (TMI) and the statisti-
cal IGRF mean for the entire survey was added back in. Alken et al. (2021) defines the IGRF as a set of spherical 
harmonic coefficients that are used in a mathematical model to account for the large-scale, time-varying portion 
of Earth's internal magnetic field between epochs 1900 A.D. Other processing of the data included leveling 
(tie-line and micro) and de-meaning.

Aeromagnetic signals detect subsurface geology that contains sufficient magnetic susceptibility to be magnetized 
by the passing of a magnetic sensor proximal to it. Therefore, high magnetic anomalies result from geology that 
is dominantly composed of minerals with magnetic affinities such as typically found in igneous and metamorphic 
rocks (crystalline basement). Consequently, the edges of sedimentary basins exhibit higher magnetic anomalies 
compared to the basins' axes due to their proximity to the basement rocks (Florio, 2018). Likewise, the vertical 
juxtaposition of basement rocks against sedimentary sequences along dip-slip faults creates prominent gradients 
in the aeromagnetic data (e.g., Grauch & Hudson, 2011; Kolawole et al., 2018). Accordingly, we used aeromag-
netic data mainly to discern basement-rooted structures.

2.2.  Airborne-Full Tensor Gradiometry (Air-FTG®) Data

The Air-FTG® data were acquired over the east central part of the LTR (Figure 2b) alongside the aeromagnetic 
data (refer to Section 2.1) using an FTG-1 unit owned by Bell Geospace Limited. The FTG system is comprised 
of three gravity gradient instruments (GGIs) mounted on a stabilized platform. The data were initially acquired 
in an internal coordinate system referenced to the axes of the three GGIs, which are the primary measurement 
components of the FTG. These data were later transformed into an East-North-Down (x, y, z) coordinate system 
with x and y in the plane of the Earth's surface and z perpendicular to that plane downward toward the Earth. A 
total of 24,027-line kilometers of Air-FTG® data with 500 m in line spacing were acquired continuously through-
out a flight at a ground speed of ∼215 km/hr over the period of 18 November 2015–20 January 2016. The tie-lines 
were also acquired at 5,000 m intervals at 090° heading. A drape ranged between 929 and 1,875 m above sea level 

Figure 2.  (a) Locations of seismic data used in this study. The latest 2D seismic data tracklines are the 2014/2014 Multi-channel Seismic Survey (MCS), the 1983/1984 
data tracklines are PROBE MCS. Note the profiles (in black color) for panel (c, d), Figures 7–9. (b) The red polygon represents the Full-Tensor Gradiometry and 
Aeromagnetic survey area. The black rectangular polygon shows the location of Figure 8a (c, d). Example basin-scale seismic reflection NE-SW dip profile (2014), 
located south of the Kalya Platform in Lake Tanganyika Rift consisting of the uninterpreted (panel c) and interpreted (panel d) sections. The seismic images show six 
known seismic stratigraphic syn-rift units (S1, oldest, to S6, youngest). S2–S6 generally records deeper rift lake sequences, manifested by increasing the dominance of 
the high amplitude and parallel to semi-parallel reflections. S3–S5 records facies variability with higher proportion of chaotic reflections and influence of alternating 
high- and low lake levels (see also Shaban et al., 2021).
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depending on the topography. Draping the survey is the process of projecting a flight height to a safer flyable 
constant terrain clearance, rather than at a constant elevation above sea level to optimize the survey pilots' flight 
path (Evjen, 1936; Pilkington & Roest, 1992). It improves the data fit at line intersections and reduces spurious 
variations in signal strength between survey lines.

The data were subjected to a series of processing steps to obtain the final measured gravity gradients used 
for interpretation. Specific processing methods included high-rate post-mission compensation (HRPMC), 
strip-average-reformat (SAR), bias and drift corrections, tie-line leveling, tensor components generation, 
full-tensor noise reduction (FTNR) and finally, terrain corrections. The processing was done by Bell Geospace 
Limited.

FTG measures the derivative of all the three gravity components in all three directions (Gx, Gy, and Gz) (Figure 
S2 in Supporting Information S1), and enables the delineation of geology and geological structures (Dickinson 
et al., 2010). Conventional gravity measures only the changes in the Gz direction (i.e., the vertical component) 
whereas FTG enables measurement and detection of those changes in all directions (i.e., the vertical and two 
horizontal components). For a full swing, FTG assesses how each of the three components of the gravity vector 
varies in each of the three primary directions. This results in nine-component tensors (Figure S2 in Supporting 
Information S1). FTG can accurately measure the edges of anomaly sources and define their size, shape, and 
thickness. FTG data record short wavelength signals generated by shallow to intermediate sources located within 
10 km below the surface (Stuckless, 2008). These signals are not recorded in conventional gravity data, hence 
FTG exhibits greater resolution (Stuckless, 2008).

2.3.  2-D Seismic Reflection Data

This study augments the legacy Project PROBE 2-D seismic reflection data (PROBE) acquired in 1983–1984 
and reprocessed in 2016 by ION Geophysical Company. The PROBE multichannel, basin-scale seismic (MCS) 
data are 24-fold, widely spaced (up to ∼28 km), but cover ∼1,900 line-km over the entire lake and image up 
to 6  km below the earth's surface. Its acquisition program employed a 140 cubic inch single air gun and a 
48-channel hydrophone streamer, with offsets up to 1,450 m (e.g., Burgess et al., 1989; Muirhead et al., 2019; 
Rosendahl, 1987; Shaban et al., 2021; Wright et al., 2020). Reprocessing details are contained in Supporting 
Information S1. We integrated the legacy data with state-of-the art commercial data acquired in 2012 and 2014 in 
the southern part of the lake within the Tanzania territory. The 2012/2014 data were acquired using a 3 km-long 
streamer and a 500 cubic inch air gun array and are 60-fold with a frequency range of ∼5–75 Hz and a vertical 
resolution of 8–10 m.

3.  Materials and Methods
To investigate the deep-to-shallow structure of the central LTR (4.5°S–7.5°S and 29°E–31°E), we integrate 
aeromagnetic and FTG anomaly derivatives, the 2-D seismic reflection data, and a digital elevation model 
(DEM). Our fault mapping approach follows standard practice, consistent with previous studies (e.g., Muirhead 
et al., 2019), albeit in the current study we augment Air-FTG® and aeromagnetic data to improve the lineament 
delineation, and we mostly focus on the central part of the Rift (Kigoma, Kalemie, and northern Marungu prov-
inces) (Figures 1 and 2). The integration of FTG, magnetic data and seismic reflection data has proven to be an 
effective tool for structural mapping and delineating the size, shape, and thickness of target bodies in hydrocarbon 
exploration operations (Jackson et al., 2013; Jamaludin et al., 2021). Gravity anomalies are a function of density 
of the subsurface geology, thus, can be used to discriminate lithological bodies and gradients associated with 
faulting of those bodies.

3.1.  Seismic Interpretation

We use seismic stratigraphic units (Figure 2) of Muirhead et al. (2019) and Shaban et al. (2021) as stratigraphic 
markers to evaluate the structural characteristics. Using DecisonSpace™ Landmark software, we mapped major 
faults and minor faults respectively in the eastern-central part of the rift. We use the maps of stratigraphic mark-
ers (Nyanja Event and S3) offset by faults to discern the fault geometry. Fault mapping was augmented with the 
coherence seismic attribute extraction that reveals discontinuities (Figure S1 in Supporting Information S1). We 
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project offsets on the seismic unit boundaries as fault heaves. We judge fault extents based on faults with the same 
strike on the adjacent seismic profiles, otherwise, in case of widely spaced profiles, we assume the fault extents 
terminate at the midpoint of two adjacent seismic profiles. The identification of fault extent in the strike direction 
also depends on the scale of the observation (Gillespie et al., 1992). Thus, one fault trace on a map may be a 
combination of several trace segments when observed on a larger scale map (Lonergan et al., 1998). Also, the 
depth resolution limit of the acquisition method influences fault interpretation on seismic data sets inferred from 
displacement (Sheriff, 1977). We examine the fault orientations using rose diagram plots.

3.2.  Aeromagnetic Data Analysis

3.2.1.  Reduction of Aeromagnetic Data to the Pole

In the low magnetic latitudes, the shape of magnetic anomalies due to deep-seated vertical bodies undergoes 
distortion because of inclination and declination angles of the geomagnetic field. Consequently, it becomes 
cumbersome to correlate the observed magnetic anomalies and the positions of causative bodies (Baranov, 1957). 
To overcome this effect, the magnetic data are transformed as it would be measured at the magnetic poles by 
applying a reduction to pole (RTP) transformation (Baranov, 1957). When the magnetic survey area is located 
within magnetic latitude with an inclination angle less than 15°, the RTP fails to locate the anomalies exactly 
above the source bodies, hence, a reduction to the Equator (RTE) transformation is needed (Mono et al., 2018). 
Because our study area survey area is located within magnetic latitudes with magnetic inclination angle of 
between −20° and −40° below the Equator, to correctly locate the anomalies over the source, the TMI was 
reduced to the Pole (RTP) as shown in Figure 3.

3.2.2.  Horizontal Gradient, Vertical Gradient, and Bandpass Filter

To aid structural mapping, subtle aeromagnetic and gravity anomalies can be better resolved using the mathe-
matical derivatives of the TMI and gravity data such as the vertical and total horizontal derivatives (Miller & 
Singh, 1994; Salem et al., 2008). In the case of aeromagnetic grid filtering, the total horizontal derivative resolves 
the rate of change of TMI in the horizontal directions. Similarly, the vertical derivative resolves the rate of change 
of TMI in the vertical direction. These derivatives generally resolve structures at shallow crustal depths (high 
wavenumber components of the data).

However, to resolve structures at intermediate and deeper crustal depths, we apply low-pass and high-pass filters 
on the RTP aeromagnetic grid. For this purpose, we adopted the Butterworth bandpass filter, which has the 
advantage of allowing the user to specify the desired mid-range wavelengths while attenuating the low and 
high extremes of the wavelength continuum (Butterworth, 1930). We applied a Butterworth bandpass filter of 
5–12 km to resolve shallower (intra-sedimentary) structures, 12–45 km to resolve intermediate-depth (shallow 
basement) structures, and 45–205 km to resolve deeper intra-basement structures (Figure 4). A rule of thumb 
is that ca. one-third to one-quarter of the anomaly width is an estimate to the depth of the anomaly source. The 
structures were extracted manually by carefully tracing the lineaments. Furthermore, we used other derivatives 
such as tilt derivative, analytical signals and first horizontal derivative of the vertical derivative of the aeromag-
netic data to delineate lineaments (refer to the Supporting Information S1).

3.3.  FTG Data Analysis

We analyzed six tensor components of FTG data to delineate geological bodies and structures. The Tzz directly 
delineates the subsurface geology revealing major sub-basins and structures, and Txz delineates the axes of major 
structures in the north-south and east-west directions respectively, whereas Txx and Tyy outline the edges of struc-
tures in the east-west and north-south directions.

3.3.1.  Rotational Invariants

FTG invariants are effective for resolving complex subsurface structural trends in the upper crust (Mataragio & 
Kieley, 2009). The rotational invariants are powerful tools for identifying the density contrast between differ-
ent geological features as well as visualizing all six tensor components from a single image (Mataragio & 
Kieley, 2009). These data sets commonly resolve high-frequency and short wavelength anomalies, corresponding 
to intra-sedimentary structures in basins. We use FTNR and filtered tensor data to compute rotational invariants. 
To remove non-geological high frequency signals, we applied a low-pass filter of 500 m to the FTNR data.
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The advantage of the rotational invariants (Figure 5) is the ability to retain the shape and orientation regardless 
of the rotation direction of the tensors about the z-axis (Mataragio & Kieley, 2009). The structures were extracted 
manually by carefully tracing the lineaments.

Figure 3.  (a) Total magnetic intensity (TMI) reduced to the pole (RTP) anomaly exhibiting correct locations of the anomalies over the source. Note high magnetic 
anomaly in the southern part of the survey area (North Marungu Province) and low magnetic anomaly in the northern part of the survey area (North Kigoma Province). 
(b) Total Horizontal derivative (HG) of the RTP TMI anomaly. (c) Vertical derivative (Dz) of the RTP TMI anomaly. The basemap is a hillshade map created from 
the 30-m resolution SRTM-DEM using a sun angle of 45° and azimuth of 315° to highlight the lineaments in the study area. (d) Structures extracted from (b). (e) 
structures extracted from (c). The rose diagrams were created by measuring the general strike of each lineament then plotted using GeoRose software (Yong Technology 
Inc., 2014).
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3.3.2.  Upward Continuation

The observed Bouguer gravity anomaly is a sum of the regional and residual fields (Mickus et al., 1991). Thus, 
at any observation point, the gravity anomaly is a total of anomalies from large, deep-seated source bodies and 
small, localized source bodies close to the observation point. Thus, as a secondary approach for evaluating the 
relationship between shallow and deep basement structures, we separated the regional and residual field by 
upward continuation of the gravity data set. This operation shifts the data by a constant height level above the 
Earth's surface (Jacobsen, 1987). According to Jacobsen (1987), if a potential field is upward continued to a height 
z, then sources situated at a depth greater than 0.5z can be imaged. Based on the 2D seismic data the crystalline 
basement in the LTR is perceived within 5–6 km (Muirhead et al., 2019; Rosendahl, 1987; Shaban et al., 2021; 
Wright et al., 2020); therefore, to remove the short wavelength anomalies corresponding to intra-sedimentary 
depth intervals, the data was upward-continued at 12 km. Furthermore, we used other derivatives such as adap-
tive tilt angle (ATA) and tilt derivative horizontal derivative (TDX) from the FTG anomaly (Tz) data to delineate 
lineaments (refer to the Supporting Information S1).

3.4.  2.75-D Gravity and Magnetic Forward Modeling

To test the possible presence of Karoo sediments within the LTR, we modeled three NW-SE profiles that 
run parallel to PROBE seismic profiles 84–216 (south of the KIR), 84–214 (across the KIR) and 83–80 
(northern parts of the Marungu Province) (Figure 2a). Profiles were chosen to pass through the areas where 
Karoo sedimentary rocks were previously interpreted (Delvaux, 2001) except 84–214 was chosen to test the 
presence of ultramafic rocks in the subsurface. 2.75-D modeling assumes a length of target (y-dimension) 
has a variable strike length in each of +y and −y direction. We assumed a general increase of density with 
increase of depth from the lake floor. We augmented this assumption with known densities from the shallow 
coring within the rift (e.g., Scholz et al., 2003) and analogs from the Malawi rift (e.g., Scholz et al., 2006). 
In deeper intervals where there is no possible analog, so we used Gardner's equation (Equation 3) to predict 
lithological densities.

𝜌𝜌 = 0.31𝑣𝑣
0.25� (3)

Figure 4.  Butterworth bandpass filtered total magnetic intensity RTP. (a) Short wavelength, 5–12 km, (b) intermediate wavelength, 12–45 km, and (c) long wavelength, 
45–205 km. The short wavelength reveals the magnetic bodies less than 2 km below the surface, the intermediate wavelength reveals magnetic bodies 2–6 km below the 
surface, and the long wavelength reveals magnetic bodies 6–14 km below the surface. The basemap is a hillshade map created from the 30-m resolution SRTM-DEM 
using a sun angle of 45° and azimuth of 315° to highlight the lineaments in the study area.
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Figure 5.
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where ρ = predicted density, v = velocity obtained from seismic reflection data. We acknowledge however that 
the velocity information obtained from seismic data has inherent uncertainties, which we address the seismic 
processing section in Supporting Information S1.

4.  Results
4.1.  Rift Structures

The interpretation and integration of 2-D seismic reflection data, FTG, and aeromagnetic data reveal both shal-
low and deep structures along the LTR.

4.1.1.  Shallow Structural Fabrics

The total horizontal derivative, vertical derivative (Figures 3a–3c), analytical signal, and tilt-angle derivative (Figures 
S3a–S3b in Supporting Information S1) reveal structures with a general dominant trend of NW-SE (Figures 3d–3f). 
However, we note that the tilt-angle derivative, which normalizes anomalies, resolves a secondary NE-SW trend 
(Figure S3 in Supporting Information S1). These derivatives generally reveal shallow upper crustal structures. Most of 
the resolved structures are within the south-eastern part of the Kigoma Province and the northern part of the Marungu 
Province (Figures 3, 5, and 6, Figure S3 in Supporting Information S1). In the southern part of the Kigoma Province, 
the horizontal gradient reveals lineaments of alternating magnetic polarities, with dominantly NW-SE trends.

The Butterworth filter for short wavelength anomalies in the aeromagnetic data (Figure  4a) also shows a 
dominance of NW-trending lineaments along the rift, with a prominent NE-trending lineament in the Kigoma 
Sub-basin, at the same location where the tilt-angle derivative shows NE-trending lineaments. The rotational 
invariants of the FTG data (Figures 5a and 5b) reveal high frequency lineaments along the rift basin, show-
ing a dominance of a NW-SE (∼315°) trend, with a prominent secondary NNE-SSW (20°) trend (Figures 5c 
and 5d). The maps show that the NNE-SSW lineaments dominantly occur in the northern sub-basins of the rift 

Figure 5.  Rotational invariants anomaly showing high-to-medium frequency and short-to-intermediate wavelength anomaly lineaments (corresponding to shallow and 
intermediate depth intervals). (a) R-1 and (b) R-2, showing contacts, edges, and shapes of high-density geological bodies. Note NW-striking bodies (314° mean trend) 
in the central and southern parts and NNE-striking bodies (009° mean trend) in the northern part of the area. (c, d) Structural fabrics mapped in panels (a) and (b) 
respectively. The basemap is a hillshade map created from the 30-m resolution SRTM-DEM using a sun angle of 45° and azimuth of 315° to highlight the lineaments in 
the study area.

Figure 6.  (a) Updated fault map of the Lake Tanganyika Rift from this study. MM and KKN represent the Mahale Mountains 
and Katenga–Kugulu–Ntengo lineaments respectively. The rose diagram shows the strikes of the mapped faults. Note 
that many faults mapped on the eastern part of the northern and central Lake Tanganyika are due to denser data coverage. 
(b–d) Previously published fault maps from Muirhead et al. (2019) in panel (b), Rosendahl et al. (1992) in panel (c), and 
Morley (1988) in panel (d). Note that our study has identified more faults within Lake Tanganyika and identified some 
NNE-SSW secondary fault trends in addition to the dominant NW-SE fault trend. Other structural strikes are NNW-SSE, 
NNE-SSW, and N-S. The inset map shows the data used during each study. The red and black polygons on panel (a) inset 
map demarcate the areas with Air Full-Tensor Gradiometry data, and the lines represent various 2D seismic profiles (refer to 
Figure 1).
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(Kigoma/Ruzizi Sub-basins). Overall, these inferred shallow lineaments, all dominantly trending NW-SE, are 
consistent with the regional trends of basement lineaments on the neighboring rift shoulder (see SRTM DEM 
hillshade map in Figures 6 and 8, Figure S5 in Supporting Information S1).

To better discern magnetic bodies, we compared RTP TMI to its AS, because the AS produces a positive anomaly 
for magnetic sources only. The AS exhibits high positive anomaly lineaments mostly in the central area and a few 
in the northern parts of the rift (Figures S3a and S3b in Supporting Information S1). Moderate positive anomalies 
occur in the northern part of the Marungu Province. When compared with the Tz data, the opposite is observed; 
the southern part of the survey (northern part of the Marungu Province) is marked by very low gravity anomalies. 
High gravity anomalies are observed at the KIR, northeast of the KIR and around the Karema/Ikola Platform 
(Figures S6a and S6b in Supporting Information S1). Within the Mahale-KIR–Katenga–Kugulu–Ntengo corridor, 
the bandpass filtered RTP maps reveal ∼E-W oriented lineaments with very high amplitudes (Figures 4a and 4b).

4.1.2.  Deeper Structural Fabrics

High magnetic anomalies (>250 nT) in the intermediate- and long-wavelength Butterworth filtered-maps domi-
nate the central and southern parts of the Tanganyika Rift and they dominantly trend NW-SE (Figures 4a–4c). 

Figure 7.  (a) NE-SW PROBE seismic profile 218 (see red line transect in the side-inset map in (b) and in Figure 2) located in the Central Tanganyika Rift (Kalemie 
Sub-basin). (b) Forward model of the Gravity (Tz) and Magnetic (residual magnetic intensity) along the seismic profile 218. Modeled geology: each colored polygon 
represents a block of distinct density and magnetic susceptibility from its neighboring block. Note the high density (3.2 g/cc) basement and lower-density (2.71 g/
cc) intra-basement shear zone along the margins of which a large intra-basinal fault localized. The forward model permits both subvertical and moderate dip for the 
modeled shear zone. Thus, the down-dip alignment of the fault and shear zone is strictly aesthetic. In the sedimentary sections, the seismic shows a persistent intra-basin 
“high” controlled by the footwall of the intra-basin fault. Also, the model suggests the possible presence of deep-seated high-density sedimentary rocks (2.45 g/cc), 
likely representing Mesozoic (Karoo) rift phase units. Note the channel complex (2.2 g/cc) within the younger sedimentary intervals (seismic units 3–4 in Shaban 
et al., 2021).
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However, these Butterworth-filtered aeromagnetic maps and upward-continued gravity maps (Figures S5a and 
S5b in Supporting Information S1) show N-S and NNE-SSW-trending gradients in the northern sub-basins of 
the rift. Moderate magnetic anomalies (20–250 nT) are predominantly observed in the northern sub-basins (north 
of the KIR). The NW-striking KIR is resolved in both long and short wavelength maps (Figures 4b and 4c). 
The lowest magnetic anomalies (0–178 nT) are predominantly evident from the central part toward the northern 
part of the survey area (Kigoma Province). Both the analytical signal of the RTP TMI and Tz component of the 
FTG maps show the NW-SE striking fabrics, possibly representing both the sedimentary and shallow basement 
fabrics. In addition, a similar structural trend is observed in the south of the Malagarasi Platform.

4.2.  Updated Fault Map of the Tanganyika Rift

Based on the lineaments extracted from the filtered FTG and aeromagnetic data and their derivatives, we have 
updated the fault map of the LTR (Figure 6a). There are several of the lineaments that are consistent with faults 
mapped in Muirhead et al. (2019) and Rosendahl (1987). However, from this study we have confirmed the lateral 
extent of these previously mapped faults and added additional faults, especially in the Kigoma Province.

Overall, the updated fault map shows that the Tanganyika Rift is dominated by NW-SE trending fault systems. 
However, a secondary fault set trending NNE-SSW is resolvable, mostly occurring in the northern sub-basins of 

Figure 8.  (a) NE-SW PROBE seismic profile 83–80 (see red line transect in the side-inset map in A and in Figure 2) located in the northern parts of the Marungu 
Province. (b) Forward model of the Gravity (Tz) and Magnetic (residual magnetic intensity) along the seismic profile 83–80. Modeled geology: each colored polygon 
represents a block of density distinct from its neighboring block. Note the high density (2.99 g/cc) basement and high-density sedimentary rocks (2.3 g/cc), likely 
representing Mesozoic (Karoo) rift phase units.
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the rift. The results show the that the dominant fault trends closely correspond to the dominant structural trends 
in the rotational invariant of the FTG data, further validating the dominance of intra-sedimentary structures in the 
rotational invariant maps (compare Figures 5c and 5d with Figure 6a rose diagram).

4.3.  2.75-D Models of the Central Tanganyika Rift

The 2.75-D forward modeling along the seismic profile 83–218 (Figures 7a and 7b) reveals previously unresolv-
able heterogeneities in the crystalline basement underlying the Tanganyika Rift as well as salient features in the 
sedimentary section. The model permits the inclusion of deep-seated sedimentary rocks with a density of 2.35 and 
2.45 g/cc directly overlying the crystalline basement. Generally, the model predicts a sedimentary package with 
densities varying from 1.8 g/cc in the northeast part of the profile within the youngest unit, and 2.45 g/cc in the 
central and eastern part of the profile overlying the crystalline basement. It is revealed that sediments in both ends, 
the northeastern and southwestern parts of the profile, are characterized by low densities. Within shallower seismic 
units 3–4 (Shaban et al., 2021), a prominent V-shaped intra-sedimentary unit with a density of 2.2 g/cc is resolvable; 
the discontinuous seismic facies pattern within this unit permits an interpretation of a large axial channel complex.

The model suggests an heterogenous crystalline basement with density varying from 2.5 to 3.2 g/cc and magnetic 
susceptibility varying from 0.0001 to 0.001. At the basement level, the observed data can only be matched by 
the inclusion of (a) a laterally extensive shallow basement layer of very low density, possibly corresponding to a 
fractured weathered basement, and (b) a ∼4 km-wide sub-vertical body of similarly low-density near the rift axis, 
which is flanked by basement of normal density. This central low-density sub-vertical basement body defines the 
footwall of a large intra-basinal fault that is synthetic to the SW-dipping border fault (Figure 7b). Generally, the 
basement exhibits an asymmetric geometry, high in the southwestern part, and deepens toward the northeast across 
the profile. Overall, the sediments thicken toward the east of the profile toward the intra-basinal fault. Also, the 
magnetic anomaly generally increases toward the east of the profile (in the direction of the eastern border fault).

Both gravity (Tz) and aeromagnetic (TMI) anomalies reveal long-wavelength low frequency anomalies across the 
profile whereas the Tzz anomaly exhibits a short-wavelength high frequency feature toward the southwestern part of 
the model profile, around the intra-basinal synthetic fault. The aeromagnetic data correlates well with the gravity data 

Figure 9.  Seismic dip profile, SW-NE across the Kavala Island Ridge (KIR). (a) Uninterpreted (top) and (b) interpreted (bottom) sections with six identified seismic 
horizons, from oldest to youngest. Note that the KIR is devoid of sedimentary units except thin unit interpreted to be S1 (or may be S6), implying the active nature 
of the ridge. The ridge is bounded by two major rift segment border faults with opposing polarities. Sedimentary packages thicken toward these faults implying 
syn-depositional faulting. Note that across the profile there are two main fault trends. In contrast to seismic unit S1, seismic characteristics of S2–S6 display high 
amplitude and parallel to semi-parallel reflections suggesting a deeper lake environment.
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from the southwestern part of the profile up to a model distance ∼5,880 m, then from this point southeastwards, these 
anomalies show a divergent pattern which may be due to the rotation of the transect from a rift-orthogonal trend.

The 2.75-D forward modeling of another seismic profile 83–80, located south of profile 84–218 (Figures 8a 
and 8b) also predicts heterogeneities in the crystalline basement that are similar to those on profile 84–218. 
Similar to profile 84–218, the model permits the inclusion of deep-seated high-density sedimentary rocks with a 
density of 2.3 g/cc directly overlying the crystalline basement. The model predicts a sedimentary package with 
densities decreasing from the northeast part (1.6 g/cc) to the southwest part of the profile (2.3 g/cc) (Figures 8a 
and 8b).

The model along profile 83–80 predicts crystalline basement heterogeneities with density varying from 2.67 
to 2.99 g/cc and magnetic susceptibility varying from 0.0001 to 0.007. To balance the gravity anomaly at the 
basement level, the observed data are matched by including a ∼4.5  km-wide sub-vertical body of similarly 
low-density (2.71 g/cc) between high-density bodies (2.99 g/cc). This central low-density sub-vertical basement 
body defines the footwall of a large intra-basinal fault that is synthetic to the SW-dipping border fault (Figure 7b). 
Generally, the basement exhibits an asymmetric geometry, high in the southwestern part, and deepens toward the 
northeast across the profile. Contrary to profile 84–218, overall, the sediments thicken toward the west of the 
profile. Generally, both the gravity and magnetic anomalies increase in magnitude toward the east of the profile.

4.4.  Sedimentation Across the Kavala Island Ridge

The seismic reflection data reveal thin package of seismic facies attributable to the sedimentary package around 
the crest of the KIR (Figure 9). The sedimentary units on either side of the ridge display a wedge-shape toward 
the ridge especially in S1, S3, S4, and S5, units. However, S2 unit shows relatively less thickening toward the 
border faults.

5.  Discussion
The augmentation of high-resolution potential field data with 2-D seismic reflection data has helped to constrain 
the structural characteristics of the central part of the LTR. The potential field data sets help as an infill for areas 
with only widely spaced seismic reflection data coverage. Basin geometry and basement structures can be inter-
preted from FTG, and aeromagnetic grid enhancements enable good correlation between anomalies and large 
structures such as border faults imaged in the seismic reflection data. The analysis reveals faulted basement repre-
senting rift zone border faults and intra-basinal faults and reveals changes in the orientation of the lineaments 
at various depth ranges. This study provides a more precise and detailed structure delineation than previously 
available, especially in the Kigoma and Kalemie provinces (Tanzania side).

The integration of potential field and seismic data is however limited to the central eastern part of the LTR due to 
data coverage constraints. Also, the petrophysical properties such as density and magnetic susceptibility used for 
2.75D gravity and magnetic modeling have considerable uncertainties (refer to Section 3.4).

5.1.  The Pre-Rift Basement Structure Beneath the Tanganyika Rift

The filtered FTG and aeromagnetic data have revealed the dominant NW-trending high density and magnetic 
fabrics at deeper structural levels, especially in the eastern part of the Kigoma Province, around the boundary 
between the Kigoma and Kalemie provinces, the eastern part of the Kalemie Province and the central and eastern 
parts of the Marungu Province (Figures 4 and 5, and Figure S2 in Supporting Information S1). These fabrics 
highlight the dominant fabrics in the Precambrian metamorphic basement (intermediate and long-wavelength and 
derivative filters), consistent with the NW-trend of the previously mapped metamorphic fabrics on the rift shoul-
der onshore (Morley, 1988; Muirhead et al., 2019). The ∼4 km-wide, sub-vertical, low-density high magnetic 
susceptibility body near the rift axis, resolved in the 2.75-D forward models, provide evidence supporting the 
presence of major sub-vertical structural boundaries in the basement beneath the rift axis. These profiles (Profile 
84–218 in the north and 83–80 at about 50 km to the south) show a resolved intra-basement shear zone of simi-
lar width (∼4 km) potentially representing the same laterally continuous basement shear zone beneath the rift 
axis. We speculate that this laterally continuous shear zone may possibly represent the offshore continuation of 
the Kate-Kipili Shear Zone that has been mapped onshore on the Tanganyika Rift flank (Delvaux et al., 2012; 
Figures 1c and 13).
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In map view, we interpret the basement fabrics delineated in the filtered aeromagnetic maps to generally represent 
basement metamorphic fabrics (i.e., large-scale foliation and ductile shear zones). The shear zones commonly 
bound the amalgamated basement terranes (e.g., Figures 1c and 10a; Kolawole, Firkins, et al., 2021; Kolawole, 
Phillips, et  al., 2021). The basement shear zone and foliation trends in the basement terranes have also been 
studied in outcrops along the eastern shoulder of the Tanganyika Rift (Boven et al., 1999). The most prominent 
of the shear zones is the Chisi Shear Zone (CSZ), a NW-trending >600-km long, 6–12 km-wide shear zone 
along which eclogite facies metamorphic rocks have been found, suggesting collisional suturing of the terranes 
(Figures 10a–10c; Boniface et al., 2012; Kolawole, Phillips, et al., 2021). These shear zones have been interpreted 
to have controlled the geometry and early-rift strain distribution along the neighboring Rukwa Rift (Kolawole, 
Phillips, et al., 2021). In addition, the shear zones exert a persistent influence on Cenozoic rift faulting in the rift 
basins (Daly, 1988; Delvaux et al., 2012; Kolawole, Phillips, et al., 2021) and in the zone of interaction between 
the Rukwa and Tanganyika Rifts (Kolawole, Firkins, et al., 2021). Furthermore, we suggest that the observed 
NW-SE and NNE-SSW basement fabric trends influenced the Cenozoic NW-SE and NNE-SSW fault trends 
within the LTR. Several authors have suggested that the reactivation of pre-existing crustal shear zones influ-
enced the rifting, propagation, and linkage of the Cenozoic basins (e.g., Dixey, 1956; McConnell, 1972).

5.2.  Incipient Stage of the Tanganyika Rift and the Controls of Structural Inheritance

The investigation of the influence of pre-rift structures on rift evolution along the axis of deep sediment-filled 
rift basins is challenging as the evolving tectonic deformation and high sedimentation rates often overprint 
earlier-emplaced rift structures (e.g., Versfelt & Rosendahl,  1989). Here by integrating high-resolution FTG, 
aeromagnetic data and basin scale 2-D MCS along the rift axis, we are able to evaluate the inheritance of pre-rift 
structures. The seismically-constrained 2.75-D models presented in this study clearly establish that the pre-rift 
crystalline basement is heterogeneous, as indicated by variable densities (refer to Section 4.3). There is no 
basement-penetrating borehole in the region, thus this new information obtained from the FTG survey provides 
constraints on the deep subsurface basement composition that is not resolvable by the available seismic reflection 

Figure 10.  (a) Hillshade map of the eastern rift shoulder of the Tanganyika Rift (see location in Figures 2a and 2b), showing 
exposures of one of the exhumed NW-trending Precambrian basement shear zones in the region, the Chisi Shear Zone and its 
bounding basement terranes (modified after Kolawole, Phillips, et al., 2021). The stereographic projections of published field 
measurements (circles: poles to gneiss foliation planes, diamonds: poles of mineral elongation lineation) show the dominant 
NW-SE trends of metamorphic fabrics within the shear zone and terranes. (b, c) Outcrop photograph and photomicrograph 
of eclogites in mylonitic garnet-clinopyroxene gneiss along the shear zone, indicating the presence of a suture zone along 
the mobile belt (source: Boniface et al., 2012). The photomicrograph shows reaction textures typical of eclogite facies 
metamorphism. Cpx, Clinopyroxene; Grt, Garnet; Di, Diopside; Pl, Plagioclase.
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data. The distribution of basement density and magnetic susceptibility along the modeled profiles is consistent 
with property values associated primarily with felsic crystalline rocks (2.6–2.75  g/cc density and 100–2,500 
micro-cgs susceptibility) with some mafic rocks (density higher than 2.75 g/cc and susceptibility above 3,000 
micro-cgs).

Furthermore, our structural mapping of basement aeromagnetic fabrics show that the metamorphic fabrics of 
the high magnetic susceptibility basement beneath the rift axis are aligned with the dominant trends of the 
Precambrian shear zones and foliation on basement exposures on the rift flank, and that the rift faults exploited 
the exhumed basement shear zones. This is supported by the general NNW-SSE and NNE-SSW structural 
trends identified from the regional aeromagnetic fabrics and foliation in basement exposures as demonstrated 
in Section 3.1. Also, the NNW -to- NW oriented structures are parallel to the trend of large basement ridges 
on the rift flank, such as the Mahale Mountains and Katenga–Kugulu–Ntengo (Luama footwall) lineaments, 
which represent the continua tion of the exhumed Precambrian CSZ that extends from the Rukwa Rift through 
the Tanganyika Rift and Luama Rift (Kolawole, Phillips, et  al.,  2021). At the regional scale, Dixey  (1956), 
McConnell (1972), and Versfelt and Rosendahl (1989) and Klerkx et al. (1998) suggested that the Cenozoic rift-
ing along the Rukwa-Tanganyika rift zones follow the Proterozoic mobile belts and that the trends rotate around 
the southwestern margin of the Tanzania craton. More specifically, the NNW striking rift faults follow the fabrics 
of the Ubdendian and Ufipa terranes whereas the NNE striking rift faults follow the Kibaride fabrics. The studies 
defined the inherited basement fabrics to include pre-Cenozoic local faults and fractures, axial planar metamor-
phic fabrics, strike of igneous bodies, metamorphic facies, schistocity and compositional layer boundaries.

Furthermore, Versfelt and Rosendahl (1989) demonstrate that remnants of the Karoo and Cretaceous rift basins 
in the region appear to be oriented parallel to the trends of major sub-segments of the Tanganyika Rift. The 
pre-Cenozoic rifts are parallel to the KIR and sub-parallel to the west Kigoma half graben as well as the southern 
half of the Tanganyika Rift. Furthermore, the gravity and magnetic models predict that the intrabasinal normal 
fault in seismic profile 218 follows the western edge of the basement anomaly, a ∼4 km wide structure, here inter-
preted as a paleo-shear zone, possibly representing a Precambrian terrane boundary (refer Sections 3.3 and 4.4). 
This phenomenon provides insight on the possible structural inheritance.

Our analysis suggests three generations of fault development: an older deep NW-SE, NNW-SSE, and NNE-SSW 
striking fault set controlled by pre-rift basement structures, and although the older set were subsequently reac-
tivated, a younger, shallower ENE-WSW striking set may have later developed. This observation is consistent 
with previous studies (e.g., Corti et al., 2007; Lezzar et al., 2002). The deep, older faulting occurred during the 
initial stages of the Rift development, possibly in the Early-mid Miocene. This is evidenced by these faults cutting 
across the Seismic units 1–5 (Shaban et al., 2021), and contributing to the total rift extension (Morley, 1989; 
Muirhead et al., 2019; Wright et al., 2020). The orientation of older, deep structures in the LTR closely matches 
with some exhumed Precambrian mylonitic basement shear zones and fold axes in the northern Malawi Rift (e.g., 
Kolawole et al., 2018; Tiercelin et al., 1988) and those in the Rukwa Rift (e.g., Kolawole, Phillips, et al., 2021; 
Wheeler & Karson, 1989).

The prominent magnetic anomaly observed in the southern part of the survey (northern part of the Marungu Prov-
ince) suggests the presence of a shallow crystalline basement of mafic affinity, possibly overlain by sediments 
with high magnetic susceptibilities (Figure 3 and Figure S2 in Supporting Information S1). This is supported by 
our modeling analysis that predicts a crystalline basement with density of 2.99–3.2 g/cc and magnetic susceptibil-
ity of up to 0.008, consistent with mafic intrusions possibly associated with Mesozoic Rifting. Given the proxim-
ity of the Rungwe Volcano and the presence of Precambrian basement terranes with abundant magnetic minerals, 
the sediments sourced from these areas are expected to be rich in magnetic minerals. However, it is assumed 
that the dominant magnetic basement in the rift fill is the pre-rift metamorphic basement. Mafic intrusions are 
common in the region especially in the Ubendian belt, the Bangweulu craton (Figure 11), and the Archean Green-
stone Belt in Tanzania, for example, including the mafic metavolcanics in the Sukumaland Greenstone Belt (Borg 
& Shackleton, 1997; Manya, 2004) and mafic dykes reported in gold mines (e.g., Eberle, 1988).

Though the thickness of these high-density lithologies for individual terranes within the rift is small, they are 
pervasive making a large contribution to the whole terrane/rock density. Also, their width size is consistent with the 
modeled lithologies. For example, looking at Figures 7 and 11, it can be seen that the lateral extent of the ultramafic 
intrusive is more than 20 km whereas the modeled high-density unit in Figure 7 is approximately 15 km wide. 
Also, looking at Figures 1c and 11, farther to the south-west of the modeled profiles there are Paleoproterozoic 
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magmatic arc units (granites, granodiorites, tonalites, basalts, andesites, rhyolites and agglomerates) which may 
reach as far north as the modeled profile in Figure 7. The density of tonalite and basalt could be as dense as 3.2 g/
cc (Jébrak et al., 1991). The predicted density of 2.9–2.99 g/cc (e.g., Figure 8 and Figures S8 and S9 in Supporting 
Information S1) is attributable to eclogite facies. It should be noted that, the extent of these magmatic arc units 
below the lake or sedimentary cover is merely assumed. Therefore, in places like these where the subsurface infor-
mation is obscured, gravity and magnetics data are useful for discerning the basement structure.

5.2.1.  The Presence of Karoo Sediments in the Kalemie-Marungu Provinces

Delvaux (2001) suggested the presence of Permo-Triassic “Karoo” sediments in the Kalemie-Marungu provinces 
within the Ubendian belt based on the interpretation of multichannel seismic profiles in the LTR by Sander and 
Rosendahl (1989). They interpreted that the Karoo rift system in the Rukwa-Tanganyika rift was a precursor of 
the late Cenozoic rifting. However, apart from the outcropping sediments within the Lukuga depression along the 
Congolese side of Lake Tanganyika, there are no rock samples from the LTR to support the presence of Karoo 
sediments in the Kalemie-Marungu provinces. Our model predicts the possible presence of sediments below the 
Nyanja Event (Figure 7) with a density of 2.45 g/cc. This elevated density may be representative of the Karoo 
sediments buried at least 2.5 km in the subsurface, likely comprised of sandstones, shale, coal, siltstone, and 
conglomerates (Cahen, 1978; Delvaux, 2001). Using an analogous density of the Karoo sediments in Malawi 
and Luangwa Basins (i.e., 2.4 g/cc, Peirce & Lipkov, 1988; Matende et al., 2021), our calculated model response 
considerably matches the observed gravity anomaly (Figure 7b). In addition, our model indicates that the Karoo 
sediments in this area must have been significantly eroded prior to the Cenozoic rifting because the modeled 
thickness (i.e., ∼300 m) is significantly lower than the Karoo sediments in the adjacent Rukwa Rift which has 
been estimated to be approximately ∼3,500 m thick (Morley et al., 1992; Wescott et al., 1991). However, the 
maps of Karoo half-grabens in this region show that they were very much restricted in size, suggesting limited 
accommodation for sediment deposition.

5.3.  The Kavala Island Ridge and Its Implications

Although the modeled seismic section is located just south of the KIR, being one of the persistent structurally 
controlled basement ridges in the Tanganyika Rift, we discuss the implications of the ridge for the tectonic and 

Figure 11.  Geological map of the central Ubendian Belt showing the main lithologies in different terranes (modified after 
Boniface and Tsujimori (2021) and references therein) Bt, biotite; Cpx, clinopyroxene; Grt, garnet; Hbl, hornblende. Note the 
presence of eclogite and ultramafic rocks attributable to high-density lithologies predicted by the forward models. Note that 
the terranes boundaries are exhumed ductile shear zones.
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geomorphic evolution of the rift. The KIR is the most prominent rift segment boundary in the entire LTR and argu-
ably the entire western branch of the EARS, and this high block has been an important physiographic  and  limno-
logical barrier through much of the history of Lake Tanganyika. From our analysis, magnetic anomalies and FTG 
intermediate and long wavelength anomalies suggest that a major tectonic lineation intersects the rift around the 
KIR, parallel to sub-parallel to the NNW striking regional basement foliation (Figures 3 and 4, Figures S2 and S5 
in Supporting Information S1). Kolawole, Phillips, et al. (2021) suggested that to the northwest, the CSZ splays 
into two branches as it intersects the Tanganyika Rift in which one continues into the Luama Rift's northeast foot-
wall via the KIR, and the other rotates northwards into the northern part of the Kigoma Province. However, based 
on our filtered aeromagnetic map (Figure S7 in Supporting Information S1), our preferred interpretation is that 
the CSZ extends into the northern part of the Kigoma province, and less likely into the footwall of the Luama Rift. 
Whereas the splay that continues into the Luama Rift's northeast footwall via the KIR is a different Precambrian 
Shear Zone, herein referred to as Mahale-Katenga Shear Zone.

Major shear zones are inferred to strongly control the structural evolution of the LTR system. The oblique inter-
section of a laterally propagating rift tip at a pre-rift shear zone may induce stress redistribution at the rift tip 
(Crane & Bonatti,  1987). We propose that the Tanganyika Rift was initially segmented across the exhumed 
Mahale-Katenga Shear Zone during which the southern tip of the Kigoma Province is deflected along the shear 
zone. This resulted in the formation of the Kigoma and Kalemie graben sub-basins and the KIR. We suggest that 
subsequent interaction and strain transfer between the Kalemie and Kigoma grabens across the KIR led to the 
linkage and coalescence of the rift basins and drowning of the KIR. Pre-rift crustal scale shear zones have been 
suggested to transiently arrest or deflect the lateral propagation of rift segments and associated faults. For instance, 
the rift-oblique/orthogonal Sanangoe and Lurio shear zones have been suggested to temporarily terminate and 
subsequently refract the lateral propagation of the Shire Rift Zone in the EARS, as evidenced by the termination 
of its early-phase rift tips near the shear zones (Kolawole et al., 2022). Also, the NW-striking Precambrian Aswa 
Shear Zone terminates the Western Branch of the EARS north of the Albertine-Rhino Graben (Katumwehe 
et al., 2015, 2016). The halting of unilateral rift propagation by such crustal-scale mechanical barriers result in 
the development of a “locked zone” at the rift tip (Kolawole et al., 2022; Van Wijk & Blackman, 2005).

Considering the long-term prominence and persistence of the KIR as a topographic high in the middle of this 
ancient lake, we highlight its evolutionary history in the context of rift faulting, rift propagation, paleoclimate and 
paleogeography of the region. Tectonic displacement along the faulted margins of the KIR is due to the southern 
and northern extensions of the Kigoma and Kalemie structural province border faults, respectively (Figures 1a, 9, 
and 12). Seismic reflection data (Figure 11) show that the crest of the KIR is nearly devoid of sedimentary units 
except for a thin part of S1 unit and possibly S6 units. The sedimentary units on either side of the ridge display a 
wedge-shape toward the ridge especially in S1, S3, S4, and S5, units, suggesting that the ridge was active during 
the deposition of these units. We suggest that the KIR growth initiated during the first stage of rifting, as major 
border faults in the Kigoma and Kalemie structural provinces attained nearly their full present length early in 
the Cenozoic rift history (Morley, 1989). During the deposition of S2 unit there was decrease in tectonic strain 
along the faults bounding the KIR, as evidenced by is relatively less significant thickening of the S2 unit toward 
the border faults. From the S3 to S5 deposition period, the bounding faults of the KIR reactivated, as indicated 
by the thickening of the sedimentary packages toward the ridge (Figure 12). S6, which has a constant thickness 
away from the ridge, represents the sedimentary drape from the latest highstand phase of Lake Tanganyika (e.g., 
Scholz et al., 2007).

We attribute the large (∼40 km long and 8 km wide) lineament striking almost N-S in the northeastern part of the 
Kigoma Province to high-density sedimentary rocks or shallow basement on the platform. Based on wavelength 
analysis on the Tz anomaly, the anomaly seems to have grown on top of the pre-existing basement high relief, and 
the platform is within 3 km of the lake surface (Figure S6 in Supporting Information S1). In conjunction with the 
KIR, these two lineaments together with the Kigoma border fault control how the Malagarasi River delivers sedi-
ments into the lake. Consequently, the Malaragasi channel passes between these two lineaments, and eventually 
deposits sediments north of the KIR and west of the NNE-SSE platform. This interpretation is supported by the 
work of Shaban et al. (2021) that identified channel complex deposits in these localities attributed to the Malar-
garasi River drainage system. The drainage morphology of the Malargarasi and Lugufu rivers indicate modern 
tilting of the Malagarasi Platform along the border fault of the Kigoma Province.

In summary, the KIR developed along a large and long exhumed paleo-Precambrian ductile shear zone in the 
basement, possibly representing an offshore continuation of known Precambrian shear zones onshore on the rift 
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flank. We suggest that this exhumed paleo-shear zone may have acted as a mechanical barrier during the  south-
ward propagation of the northern Tanganyika Rift, thus defining a “locked zone” during the earlier rift phase. 
The KIR block subsequently became brittly deformed and drowned beneath the modern lake as the lake level 
rose. However, the relatively high relief of the KIR created a persistent elevated ridge in the rift floor of the 
central Tanganyika Rift, modulating the patterns of sedimentation in the area over repeated dry and wet paleocli-
matic cycles. The present-day stratigraphic patterns atop and around the KIR suggests that the high and frequent 
lowstand lake level exposures eroded most of the sedimentary section atop the crest of the ridge.

5.4.  The Persistent Influence of Incipient Rift Structure on Subsequence Rift Phases

From our 2.75-D modeling, we show that the interpreted axial channel complex is bounded by the localized 
intra-basinal high and the eastern border fault. The persistent intra-basin high block observed adjacent to the 
early-rift intra-basin fault is also observed on the structural map of top of seismic deposition unit 3 (Shaban 
et al., 2021; Figure 9) and is co-located with the broad topographic high along the modern lake floor in the Kale-
mie Sub-Basin (Figures 5 and 13, Figure S6 in Supporting Information S1). Based on the analysis of basement 
lineaments in this study, it is evident that topographic highs along the modern lake floor are associated with 
deep structural highs along the rift axis in the earliest syn-rift units (Figure 12). Prominent topographic highs, 
interpreted as accommodation zones are commonly associated with large border faults, including the KIR, 
the Burton's Bay Ridge that separates the Kigoma and Ruzizi provinces, and the Moba high that separates the 
Kalemie and Marungu province (Rosendahl,  1987; Rosendahl et  al.,  1986; Shaban et  al.,  2021). We suggest 
that during the initial stage of the rift evolution, some of the pre-existing basement fabrics such as shear zones 
accommodate strain, and normal faulting occurs by preferentially following the pre-existing weaknesses. During 
the middle stage of rift evolution, the intra-basinal fault that originally exploited pre-existing fabrics continued to 
localize tectonic strain. Then, during the latest stage of the rift evolution, as sediments deposition continued, the 
sediments covered the abandoned intra-basin fault, producing a subtle bathymetric high over the older footwall 
block (Figure 13c). Differential compaction of sediments on top of the buried intra-basinal fault likely contributed 

Figure 12.  Summary conceptual model illustrating the evolution of the KIR. (a) Initial stage before rifting. (b) Initial rifting stage triggered by two major faults with 
opposing polarities. During this stage, deposition of thicker units 1–2 was contemporaneous with the ridge evolution. (c) Mid-rifting stage. Seismic units 3–5 were 
deposited during this period contemporaneous with the ridge evolution, (d) Late stage of KIR evolution. Note that the ridge was uplifted higher, and some of the 
sediments were eroded from the top of the ridge. (e) Structure contour map (in depth) of the Nyanja Event horizon, the deepest, regionally mappable pre-rift surface 
(Muirhead et al., 2019; Rosendahl, 1987; Shaban et al., 2021). This horizon corresponds to the green reflector at the base of S1 in Figures 2c and 2d. (f) Structure 
contour map (in depth) of the horizon at top of S3 unit, a syn-rift unit at intermediate depths.
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to the modern relief. Such topographic highs and differential compaction structures can form potential hydrocar-
bons traps in rift systems (e.g., Hao et al., 2009).

These observations indicate that the structures of the Mesozoic rifting phase played an important role in 
localizing upper crustal deformation during Cenozoic phase of the rift evolution. In other parts of the western 
branch of the rift system, recent studies have also highlighted the roles of earlier rift phase faulting in focusing 
deformation during the subsequent rift phases. For example, in the Shire Rift Zone of southern Malawi–western 

Figure 13.  (a) Interpretation of paleo-topography of southwest Tanzania and eastern Congo during the Pre-Cenozoic phases of tectonic extension in East Africa 
(i.e., Karoo and Cretaceous). The map also shows the pre-rift basement shear zones (previously published ones and those mapped in this study) and rift-related faults. 
Paleo-extension direction is from Delvaux et al. (2012). (b) Present-day topography of the region showing faults along the evolving Tanganyika Rift. Note that the 
map includes both the currently active and dormant faults along the Tanganyika Rift. We interpret that the earliest faults in the central Tanganyika Rift (Kalemie 
Sub-basin) represent the south-eastern extension of the Luama Rift (see Figure 7 seismic section and forward model). Extension directions are from Delvaux (2001) and 
Delvaux and Barth (2010). Exhumed basement shear zones are from Daly (1988), Delvaux et al. (2012), and Kolawole, Phillips, et al. (2021). CSZ, Chisi Shear Zone; 
KKSZ, Kate-Kipili Shear Zone; MSZ, Mtose Shear Zone. (c) Cartoons illustrating the interpreted structural and landscape evolution of the Central Tanganyika Rift, 
highlighting the persistent influence of the incipient rift structure (Stage 1) on the subsequent rift basin architecture (Stages 2 and 3).
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Mozambique, some of the faults of the Mesozoic rift phases localized border and intra-basinal faulting during 
the Cenozoic phase of rifting (Castaing, 1991; Kolawole et al., 2022). Ojo et al. (2022) used low temperature 
apatite fission-track cooling histories to show that the reactivated faults in the Shire Rift sustained significant 
tectonic activity since the Late Oligocene through Miocene. Also, faulting patterns of the earliest Mesozoic 
rift phase in the Rukwa Rift, controlled by pre-rift basement metamorphic fabrics, remain persistent into the 
current phase of extension (Kolawole, Phillips, et al., 2021), Further, using satellite DEM and aeromagnetic 
data, Heilman et al. (2019) showed that progressive southeastward unilateral propagation of some of Rukwa 
Rift's early-phase faults are facilitating hard-linkage between Rukwa and North Malawi Rift segments.

6.  Conclusions
Here, we integrated new high-resolution aeromagnetic, Air-FTG, and seismic reflection data to assess the deep 
basin and underlying basement structure of the central LTR, East Africa. The short-wavelength, high-frequency 
components of the FTG and aeromagnetic data provided insights into the shallow structural fabrics, corre-
sponding to intra-sedimentary depth intervals, and the longer-wavelength, lower-frequency components to 
discern the deeper basement structural fabrics. Furthermore, we forward-modeled multiple rift-perpendicular 
profiles of the aeromagnetic and gravity data sets that are 40–50 km apart, constrained by the seismic reflec-
tion data, to illuminate the broad composition of the basement and the deepest sedimentary units along the 
rift axis.

The results show a dominance of NW and NNE-trending fabrics within the shallow depths, consistent with 
the dominant trends of rift faults mapped in the seismic reflection data. The deeper basement is dominated by 
NW-trending fabrics, consistent with the dominant trend of exhumed basement shear zones and strike of meta-
morphic foliation in basement terranes along the rift shoulder. These results demonstrate the large-scale control 
of inherited basement fabrics on the geometry of rift faulting along the central Tanganyika Rift, potentially 
extending to the northernmost and southernmost parts of the rift basin.

These analyses support long held concepts that a major intra-basinal ridge, the KIR developed along a large 
exhumed paleo-Precambrian ductile shear zone in the basement, possibly representing an offshore continua-
tion of a known Precambrian ductile shear zone exposed onshore on the rift flank. We suggest this exhumed 
paleo-shear zone may have acted as a mechanical barrier during the southward propagation of the northern 
Tanganyika Rift, defining a “locked zone” during the earlier rift phases. Seismic interpretations reveal that the 
relatively high relief of the KIR has been present since its bounding faults were fully established in the early stage 
of rifting. Tectonic activity on those bounding faults increased in the subsequent phases of the rift evolution, 
although the high and frequent lowstand lake level exposures eroded most of the sedimentary section atop the 
crest of the ridge.

The results of our forward models delineated the presence of ∼4  km-wide basement-bounded shear zones 
along the rift axis, which appear to have controlled the location and potentially, the geometry of major early-rift 
intra-basin fault zones. The shear zones are resolved by low-density and high-magnetic susceptibility blocks that 
extend from the top-basement surface all the way to the base of the profiles.

Furthermore, we show that the geometry and location of the border fault and largeoffset intra-basin fault, and the 
anomalously high-density of the deepest sediments on their hanging walls suggest that incipient rifting in the central 
Tanganyika Rift is likely to be Mesozoic in age. Furthermore, we find that the early-rift structural highs, commonly 
localized by large-offset intra-basinal faults that exploited exhumed pre-rift basement shear zones, persisted into the 
subsequent stages of tectonic extension, and in some places continuing to displace the modern lake floor. Altogether, 
these results highlight that although incipient rift structure may be largely modulated by inherited basement struc-
tures, their influence on basin morphology often cascades through to the subsequent stages of tectonic extension.

Data Availability Statement
Data supporting this research are available at the Petroleum Upstream Regulatory Authority of Tanzania and 
the Tanzania Petroleum Development Corporation (TPDC) with restrictions that require agreements and are 
not accessible to the public or research community. The data can be accessed upon a formal request to the 
Petroleum Upstream Regulatory Authority of Tanzania and the Tanzania Petroleum Development Corporation 
(TPDC).
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