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ABSTRACT: Biomacromolecular networks with multiscale fibril-
lar structures are characterized by exceptional mechanical proper-
ties, making them attractive architectures for synthetic materials.
However, there is a dearth of synthetic polymeric building blocks
capable of forming similarly structured networks. Bottlebrush
polymers (BBPs) are anisotropic graft polymers with the potential
to mimic and replace biomacromolecules such as tropocollagen for
the fabrication of synthetic fibrillar networks; however, a
longstanding limitation of BBPs has been the lack of rigidity
necessary to access the lyotropic ordering that underpins the
formation of collagenous networks. While the correlation between
BBP rigidity and grafting density is well established, synthetic
approaches to rigidify BBPs by increased grafting density are
underdeveloped. To address this gap in synthetic capability, we report the synthesis of novel macroinitiators that provide well-
defined BBPs with an unprecedentedly high grafting density. A suite of light scattering techniques are used to correlate
macromolecular rigidity with grafting architecture and density and demonstrate for the first time that poly(norbornene) BBPs exhibit
long-range lyotropic ordering as a result of their rodlike character. Specifically, the newly reported ultradensely grafted structures,
preparable on multigram scale, form hexagonal arrays while conventional BBPs do not, despite showing long-range spatial
correlations. These results implicate the central role of density and entanglement in the solution phase assembly of BBPs and provide
new fundamental insight that is broadly relevant to the fabrication and performance of BBP-derived materials, spanning biomedical
research to photonic materials and thermal management technologies. Furthermore, these newly reported liquid crystalline BBPs
provide a structural template to explore the untapped potential of the bottom-up assembly of semiflexible networks and are
ultimately intended to provide a modular route to hierarchically structured biomimetic materials.

■ INTRODUCTION
Biomacromolecular networks have exceptional strength, tough-
ness, and fracture resistance, as well as unique strain stiffening
behavior features that are linked to their semiflexible fibrillar
structure.1−4 While networks that provide similar properties
have been extensively pursued,5−7 the ability to recapitulate the
fundamental structure of biomacromolecular networks is still a
challenge that if addressed could broadly impact areas
spanning biomedical engineering and to electrochemical
energy storage.8−10 Structural mimicry of the constituent
building blocks of biomacromolecular networks, such as
tropocollagen and glycopolymers,11−13 is an attractive
approach to synthetic fibrillar networks.8,9 To competently
mimic the critical assembly processes that underlie fibrillar
biomacromolecular network structure, candidate synthetic
polymers should approximate the rodlike anisotropic shape
of these building blocks and provide analogous solution phase
behavior (Figure 1a).14,15 Bottlebrush polymers (BBPs) are a
class of graft polymer with the potential to match the shape
and properties of biomacromolecules.16−22 BBPs are charac-
terized by a main chain with grafted side-chain polymers

(SCPs), a topology that engenders unique physics and material
properties. The dense packing of the SCP substituents along
the main chain backbone of BBPs gives rise to reduced
entanglement and supersoft elastomer behavior, as well as
strain stiffening mechanics.23−30 More generally, BBPs have
potential applications as porous materials,31−33 nanomaterial
templates,34 therapeutic and imaging delivery agents,35,36

photonic materials,37−39 and tissue engineering.40,41 This
expansive application space is made accessible by the rich
array of well-developed methods for their precise preparation,
such as reversible deactivation radical polymerization (RDRP)
and ring-opening metathesis polymerization (ROMP); con-
sequently, BBPs are an emerging platform for biomacromo-
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lecular surrogates.17,23,27 Tropocollagen, a supramolecular
complex of three linear peptide chains coaligned into a
triple-helix structure, behaves as a colloidal liquid crystal, i.e.,
undergoes concentration-induced lyotropic ordering, due to its
rodlike shape (300 nm) and considerable rigidity.15 This liquid
crystalline ordering underpins the structure and mechanics of
the resulting fibrillar networks.42,43

BBP surrogates therefore should also be characterized by
similar dimensions and rigidity to enable this important
assembly behavior. Grafting density has been well demon-
strated to significantly impact the melt44,45 and solution phase
conformation of BBPs;18,46−48 however, only a few examples of
BBPs exhibiting lyotropic ordering have been reported. These
prior examples are limited to BBPs with polyvinyl back-

bones,47,49 as the short repeat unit length (∼0.25 nm)17

creates a dense environment. As a critical first step toward
tropocollagen BBP surrogates, we sought a general, modular
synthetic strategy. ROMP, characterized by high propagation
rates and functional group tolerance, is an ideal synthetic
method, as diverse compositions11,50 can be arranged into
exotic shapes51 and ultralong structures, up to 7 μm in
length.26,52 However, the resulting polynorbornene backbones
are more flexible than their polyvinyl analogues45 and exhibit a
more coiled solution conformation due to their longer
backbone unit length (∼0.625 nm) (Figure 1b).53 To address
this fundamental limitation, we sought to prepare BBPs with as
many as 6 chains per backbone unit (Figure 1c) and report
herein an approach that provides multigram quantities of
ultradense BBPs that show enhanced rodlike character and
lyotropic ordering.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Macroinitiator Synthesis. A graf t-f rom approach, which

involves polymerizing the SCP from initiation sites on the
backbone polymer, was selected as it is well suited in the
preparation of long and densely grafted BPPs.26 However,
initiation efficiency is a major concern with the graf t-f rom
approach, and the molecular design of the backbone
macroinitiator (MI) is therefore critical.54,55 To generate an
ultradensely grafted BBP with multiple, uniform SCPs
originating from each backbone (BB) repeat unit, macro-
monomers (MMs) were designed with a dendrimer-like
molecular skeleton to mitigate steric restrictions associated
with SCP initiation and growth.56 The MM units consist of a
singular norbornene ROMP moiety with α-dimethyl bromine
atom-transfer radical polymerization (ATRP) initiation sites
attached by phenoxy branch points. To compare the effects of
grafting density on BBP solution behavior, two novel MI
structures with 4 and 6 initiation points per backbone repeat
unit were targeted and compared to the 2 initiation per unit
structure, the most densely grafted conventional poly-
(norbornene) architecture.45 The resulting BBPs are denoted
by the following nomenclature: GAx-BBy-SCPz, where GA refers
to the grafting architecture of the MM (x = 2, 4, or 6 initiation

Figure 1. (a) Biomacromolecular networks are fibrous and semi-
flexible architectures composed of anisotropic constituents, such as
tropocollagen, which demonstrates lyotropic liquid crystalline (LC)
behavior that underpins its biological self-assembly. (b) Common
bottlebrush polymers are characterized by random coil conformations
in solution, preventing their use as LC biomacromolecule surrogates.
(c) Ultradensely grafted BBP reported in this study shows
unprecedented rodlike character and lyotropic ordering and are
prepared via a precise bottom−up synthesis beginning with
dendrimer-like monomers.

Figure 2. Macromonomer (MM) design and Macroinitiator (MI) Library. (a) Synthetic synopsis of MMs with the three grafting architectures
surveyed (see the SI for experimental procedure and compounds SI-2, 11, and 12 for complete molecular design): (b) GA4 and GA6 MM design and
schematic, where the dashed line at 4′ position indicates either a hydrogen atom or a third, identical initiation site, respectively. (c) GA2 MM design
and schematic. (d) Schematic of MM to MI polymerization via ROMP to form the backbone of the BBP. (e) Size exclusion chromatography
(SEC) comparison of MI library shows single, low polydispersity peaks with minimal tailing and increasing molecular weight with backbone DP as
high as 500 units, suggesting effective and efficient ROMP methodology (quantified in Table S1).
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sites per MM), BB refers to the backbone MI degree of
polymerization (y = DPMI), and SCP refers to the side-chain
polymer degree of polymerization (z = DPSCP). GA2MM has a
total of two initiation sites (Figure 2c), while GA4 and
GA6MM have two and three initiation sites branching from
each arene loci, respectively (Figure 2b).
It was envisioned that each MM could share a common

norbornene/hexanediol precursor (Figure 2a). GA2MM was
prepared in two steps, with the reaction of hexanediol-
norbornene with α-bromoisobutyryl chloride to attach a single
unit of ATRP initiation site to the two arms of the MM. The
synthesis of the GA4 and GA6MM is facilely completed in four
additional steps from the common diol (Figure 2a) (see the
Supporting Information (SI) for synthetic experimental
details). The synthesis of these branched macromonomers is
scalable with the final monomer generated on a 2 g scale and
advanced intermediates on a decagram scale. However, careful
attention to reagent selection and quality is required,
particularly during the installation of the α-bromoisobutyryl
moiety.26 While, the exo-bis carboxylate structure utilized in
these MMs is known to have a relatively moderate propagation
rate in ROMP,57,58 our early studies on the superior exo-
bismethylene diol architecture proved synthetically challenging
as the more constrained environment hindered the coupling of
the branched units in the GA4 and GA6MM synthesis.
With our library of MMs in hand, attention was turned to

their elaboration to MIs. A DP of 500 was chosen to
approximately match the contour length of tropocollagen.51

Initial screening of solvents identified ethyl acetate as the most
effective solvent.59 Despite their considerable mass and
branched structure (MW GA4 = 1651.3 and GA6 = 2181.6
Da), complete polymerization of both GA4 and GA6 (DP500)
was observed within 60 min, with the extended linker structure
likely obviating concerns of self-interruption.60 Size exclusion

chromatography (SEC) analysis of the resulting MI demon-
strated a moderately low Đ < 1.35 of single peaks confirming
expected MW (340−1,090 kDa) for all MMs (Figure 2e).
Shorter MI prepared with DP50, and DP250, conversion was
complete within 45 min or less and Đ was <1.25. Thus, the MI
library contains linear polymers with varying backbones of DP-
50, 250, and 500, and with each backbone variety containing a
set of three discrete grafting architectures: 2, 4, or 6 ATRP
initiation sites at each repeat unit.

Bottlebrush Synthesis. To successfully prepare the
targeted ultradensely grafted BBPs, SCPs must be polymerized
uniformly from each ATRP initiation site. Graf ting-f rom via
RDRP presents two key challenges toward this, uniformity of
initiation and radical−radical coupling reactions between the
growing chain ends, which may lead to intra-BBP SCP
termination or inter-BBP dimerization (Figure S2a).54

Considering that our MIs contain 1000, 2000, and 3000
initiation sites, respectively, this posed a substantial challenge.
Given this ultradense display of initiation sites, we anticipated
that even a small number of cross-coupling events between
these megadalton molecules would quickly lead to nanogels
that exceed solubility thresholds.61,62 These considerations
indicated that these reactions would require substantially dilute
conditions with respect to the developing BBPs, with each
initiation site being rapidly activated and deactivated. Gratify-
ingly, the array of well-developed ATRP conditions provided
ample options to carefully tune these reaction parameters.63

Due to the specific desire to tune the activator:deactivator ratio
as well as overall copper concentration, conventional ATRP
methods were selected and N,N,N′,N″,N″-pentamethyldiethy-
lenetriamine (PMDETA) was chosen as the ligand for its high
rate of deactivation.63 While an impressive array of photo-
ATRP methods continue to be developed,64−67 they have
shown modest initiation efficiencies in graf ting-f rom regimes

Figure 3. Atom-transfer radical polymerization (ATRP) design and analysis for BBP. (a) Synthetic synopsis for generating densely grafted
poly(tBA) BBP using standard ATRP conditions and schematic and picture of isolated product BBP. (b) ATRP optimization for densely grafted
BBP. * Indicates premature reaction termination observed via nonlinear degradative ATRP growth. The table displays BBP identity (ID), grafting
architecture (GA), intended side-chain degree of polymerization as per design conditions (target DPSCP), feed ratio of monomer to solvent (tBA/
Anisole), equivalents of the total copper species with respect to initiation sites on the MI (Cutotal), ratio of activator to deactivator (CuBr1/CuBr2),
rate of ATRP (DPSCP/h), measured side-chain degree of polymerization (DPSCP) and side-chain Đ (ĐSCP) as generated by SCP cleavage, and
ΔĐMI→BBP as percent increase in ĐBBP from ĐMI as measured by RI via SEC (ĐBBP/MI), see Table S2. (c) LALS comparison of a library of BBP
made with a constant DPBB of 500 and increasing GA and DPSCP shows dramatically increasing molecular weights spanning from 10 to 40 million
Dalton while maintaining single peaks with minimal tailing, suggesting no significant inter-BBP cross-linking. These samples are normalized by
concentration (1 mg/mL). Note, samples iv, v corresponding to GA2 and GA4 DPSCP100 were synthesized under identical conditions to sample vi.
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(ca. 70−80%).68 The low copper loading likely results in slow
chain deactivation, with rapid SCP extension hindering the
initiation of other SCPs, underscoring the need for careful
control of RDRP parameters in graf ting-f rom. For the
preparation of our BBPs, ATRP was conducted in anisole,
using high equivalents of monomer tert-butyl acrylate (Figure
3a). ATRP rate and behavior have been assessed with respect
to the ratio of total copper catalyst to initiation sites, the ratio
of copper catalyst activator to deactivator, reaction concen-
tration, and the ratio of initiation sites to available monomer,
or feed ratio (Figure 3b).
The sum of activating and deactivating species was selected

to be equimolar to the total number of initiation sites to
provide an ideal initiation efficiency. Lower catalyst loading
reduced the rate of chain growth as expected, and self-
termination events were observed as the ATRP rate decayed
over time and was unable to reach target conversion (Figure
3b, entry b). The most success was found with a 5:1
activator:deactivator ratio, which is a relatively high ratio of
deactivator compared to traditional standard ATRP techni-
ques.26,54,69−71 With higher loading of activator, competent
BPP production is retained, but batch-to-batch consistency is
difficult, as quenching the ATRP at the targeted DP is
challenging given the accelerated rate of SCP growth (Figure
3b, entry c).
The identity as well as concentration of the solvent impact

not only the ATRP rate but also the persisting solvation of the
increasingly densely grafted BBP. Excess monomer, tert-butyl
acrylate (tBA) ensures BBP solubility and is favorable for
polymerization fidelity. Approximately 10% conversion of
monomer to BBP-SCP was targeted for all grafting
architectures, and for all SCP-lengths (Figure 3b, entries i−
iii, vi), when the equivalents of monomer are reduced,
increased termination slows the rate of ATRP and the reaction
stalls (Figure 3b, entry a). Feed ratio and BBP concentration
are also predominant design considerations. The considerable
size and rigidity of the BBPs cause sample viscosity to increase
rapidly, facilitating BBP coupling and rapid gelation. This is
readily visible in the attempted synthesis of DP100 samples,
whereby attempting to extend the reaction to 20% conversion
(rather than 10%) within the reaction conditions designed for
target DP50 BBP, results in polydisperse and cross-linked BBP
(Figure 3b, entry d). The stoichiometric excess of monomer is
helpful to drive the reaction toward the polymerization, and
flexibility in the ratios of activator and deactivator allows for
practical adjustment of kATRP around modification parameters.
Under the optimized conditions, monomer conversion is
approximately linear (Figure S5) and resulting materials elute
as a single peak on SEC, free from significant cross-linking
(Figure 3c), and are conveniently collected as white powders
(Figure 3a) via precipitation from a solution of 20% water in
methanol (Figure S2b) and up to 5 g scale.
Structure Validation. For each BBP prepared under the

optimized conditions, the SEC-MALS elutogram displays a
singular peak that reflects the approximate Đ of the respective
MI and demonstrates orders of magnitude of growth in MW as
expected per SCP length and grafting density, suggesting that
dimerization or cross-linkage between MI is negligible (Figure
3c and Table S2). However, characterization of the BBP is not
sufficient by SEC alone, as SEC has been shown to be
relatively insensitive to BBP chain dispersity.72 Sensitivity to
variations in grafting efficiency and density, such as the
dispersity of the individual side chains, is of critical importance

for verifying these ultradense designs. Cleavage of brushes via
bulk Fisher transesterification with an alcohol and analysis of
the resulting linear polymers via SEC has been demonstrated
to provide exquisite insight into molecular weight and
dispersity of the brushes (Figure 4a).54 In initial studies, the
transesterification reaction was run for ∼100 h as previously
reported and showed a bimodal distribution, indicating an
alarming potential for intramolecular SCP cross-linking. To
further investigate this observed cleavage phenomena, a star
polymer model of a single BBP repeat unit was prepared for
the GA4 and GA6 systems and subjected to the same cleavage
reaction, but with an extension of the digestion time to ∼215
h, monitoring reaction progress with SEC. A stable SCP MW is
reached, and BBP and star polymer SCP and cleavage patterns
are observed to match one another (Figure 4b,c), which
suggests that despite the dense architecture, the BBP design is
a permeable and fully solvated construct, and that the long
time-scale required for cleavage is a product of the chemistry of
the ester species in the GA4 and GA6 macromonomers
themselves.
Importantly, GA2-SCP50, GA4-SCP50, and GA6-SCP50 all

converge to the same molecular weight and show similar
elutograms (Figure 4d,e). That is, all BBP decomposition
patterns show a consistent low molecular weight peak,
comparable between each GA with a constant SCPDP which
supports the notion of uniformly grafted species (Figure 4f,
entry EG). The GA6 BBP shows slightly higher SCP dispersity
than the GA2 and GA4 systems, owing to the increased
likelihood of termination events during ATRP due to the
density of the six SCPs (Figure 4f, entryĐSCP). Nevertheless, as
the ultradensely grafted BBPs show comparable SCP size and
dispersity to the conventional structure, this novel monomer
design is validated as a robust approach to ultradensely grafted
BBPs (Figure 4f).
As these macromolecules are expected to span approx-

imately 300 nm at their longest dimension (based on a
backbone DPBB ∼500 and repeat unit length of ∼0.625 nm),
atomic force microscopy (AFM) offers a qualitative approach
to verifying the BBP as an independent macromolecular
construct. BBP samples were converted from poly(t-Butyl
acrylate) SCP to poly(acrylic acid) in order to affix BBPs to
freshly cleaved mica and then were viewed in scanning mode
using AFM. Sample dimensions and uniformity corresponding
to ROMP and ATRP parameters are highlighted (Figure S9).
While precise and quantitative comparisons of these surface-
adsorbed BBPs can be made,73 a direct analysis of the solution
phase behavior of these compounds is of greatest interest as
lyotropic ordering behavior is predicated by their solution
phase properties, namely, aspect ratio, rigidity, and solvation.74

Characterization of Solution Structure and Lyotropic
Ordering. Multiangle light scattering (MALS) in conjunction
with SEC was employed to first characterize the solution phase
properties of our library of BBPs. In addition to the
determination of their absolute molecular weight, the relative
differences in scattering intensity at multiple observation angles
are also indicative of macromolecular shape in solution.75 By
fitting the observed BBP scattering profiles to the theoretical
profiles of rods, random coils, and spheres, a rodlike character
can be assigned, as a fraction of the observed population (Prod)
(see Supporting Information Methods for more details, see
Sing et al. for a comprehensive overview on the modeling of
bottlebrush structure and characterization of solution con-
formation22).
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As such, the relative effects of both SCPDP and GA, which
both impact the overall rigidity, may be systematically

compared (Figure 5a,b). It is important to note that a
difference in BBP scaling rigidity is to be expected between

GA2 compared to GA4 and GA6 due to the variability in the
distance of the ATRP initiation site from the backbone, with a
larger displacement resulting from the addition of arene
branching loci in the GA4 and GA6 system.53 When SCP-DP
is held constant, the impact of the grafting architecture can be
evaluated (Figure 5a). For example, in GA2, 4, and 6 BBPs,
where BB500-SCP50, Prod is calculated to be ∼0.15, 0.25, and
0.60 respectively, showing that each increase in BBP density
(ca. 1000, 2000, 3000 brushes per BBP, respectively)
effectively doubles the population of rodlike object in solution.
Thus, the denser grafting architecture allows for BBP with
higher Prod at lower SCP-DP, which is a critical distinction in
the pursuit of high aspect ratio BBPs, as our studies indicate
that ∼SCP100 is around the maximum SCP-DP that can be
prepared on a multigram scale. It is important to note that SCP
substituent identity will shift the (Prod)− SCP-DP scaling.
Future studies will examine these relationships with

Figure 4. Analysis of the SCP cleavage from BBP. (a) Schematic of
segmented decomposition via n-butyl transesterification in GA6
polymer architecture resulting in linear SCP. (b) SEC analysis
depicts elutograms of star polymer GA6-BB0-SCP50 and (c) BBP
polymer GA6-BB500-SCP50 at SCP cleavage time points from 0 to 215 h
(overlaid), demonstrating a parallel digestion pattern, indicating both
BBP permeability as well as similar grafting efficiency regardless of
polymerization from either MM or MI within the most dense GA
framework. (d) SCP cleavage comparison of varying GA’s reveals: (e)
final linear polymers with matching elution times, indicating similar
grafting efficiencies regardless of GA, despite the initial difference in
decomposition profile (d). (f) SCP cleavage allows for character-
ization of individual BBPs as portrayed by the grafting efficiency (EG),
and Đ of the side chains (ĐSCP) as well as BBP (ĐBBP). EG values
lower than 100% imply cleaved SCP are larger than expected based on
monomer conversion, meaning some initiation sites may not have
produced “full-length” SCP. EG values greater than 100% imply that
cleaved SCP are smaller than suggested by monomer conversion and
may be artifacts of monomer evaporation and error within NMR
conversion.

Figure 5. BBP rigidity and periodicity via MALS and SAXS
respectively. Percent rodlike (PRod) behavior as a function of GA
and (a) total DPSCP per each initiation site; (b) total DPSCP units per
backbone repeat unit, which demonstrates the scaling relationship as a
function of GA (dashed lines added for trend visualization purposes).
(c) SAXS signal of GA4-BB500-SCP100 at various concentrations. (d)
GA(2,4,6)-BB500-SCP(50,100) samples at 15% wt. BBP intercorrelation
peak is observable for all samples at and above 5% wt. Bragg peaks
corresponding to a 2D hexagonal lattice are seen for
GA(2,4,6)-BB500-SCP100 samples above 7.5% wt.
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compositions that mimic those of biomacromolecules, namely,
charge and attractive intermolecular interactions.
Additionally relevant to rodlike biomacromolecular mimicry

are disorder−order transitions that occur in critical concen-
trations dictated by their aspect ratio, stiffness, and
solvation.15,74 To characterize how the observed rodlike
character of the synthesized BBPs would translate to lyotropic
ordering, solutions varying in concentration (2−15 wt %) of
six BBP GA(2,4,6)-BB500-SCP(50,100) were prepared and
subjected to analysis by small-angle X-ray scattering (SAXS).
In the dilute regime (∼2 wt %), SAXS data from all BBPs

displayed a Guinier type of scattering profile (Figure S11),
which was modeled by a characteristic Rg (radius of gyration).
Due to the inherently high aspect ratio (backbone length/side-
chain length) of the molecule, it is reasonable to assume that
the observed Rg values are determined primarily by the
cylindrical diameter of the rodlike BBP (Table S5). As
expected, the rod diameter scales almost proportionally with
the side-chain length (the diameter values of 100-unit side
chain are ∼2 times those of 50-unit side chain). There is a
smaller but observable increase in the rod diameter with
increasing grafting density. This behavior is consistent with the
expectation that as the grafting density increases, the lateral
degree of freedom of the side chains is reduced, leading to
more extended chains and larger diameter.
The emergence of a broad correlation peak was observed for

each BBP at 5 wt % (Figure S11). This correlation peak defines
the center-to-center distance, between neighboring BBPs and
was observed to decrease with increasing BPP concentrations
( F i g u r e S 1 4 a ) . A t 1 2 . 5 w t % a n d a b o v e ,
GA(2,4,6)-BB500-SCP100 all showed signs of lyotropic ordering,
indicated by the sharpening of the correlation peak and
appearance of higher-order peaks (in some cases) (Figure 5d).
However, the GA(2,4,6)-BB500-SCP50 BBP solutions remained
disordered, showing only broad correlation peaks due to their
much lower rigidity compared to the SCP100 samples.
Interestingly, the ultradense GA4 and GA6-BB500-SCP100
displayed higher-order Bragg peaks indicative of hexagonal
ordering, whereas GA2-BB500-SCP100 did not (Figure 5d),
despite having a much sharper first-order Bragg peak. Notably,
domain size is inversely proportional to the width of the
characteristic Bragg peak and thus implies that the
GA2-BB500-SCP100 has the longest-range order of all samples.
Long-range order without the existence of higher-order Bragg
peaks is a result of a pseudosinusoidal electron density
function�which can occur with a high degree of inter-
penetration of SCPs between neighboring BBPs. As such, a
lower grafting density could be more conducive to side-chain
interpenetration because of the larger separation between the
chains along the rod (Figure 6a,b). Indeed, a comparison of
the BBP center-to-center distance at 15 wt % (23.8 nm at) to
the hard cylindrical diameter (41.1 nm) for GA2-BB500-SCP100
confirms a high degree of SCP interdigitation (Figure S14a).
Brush intertwinement was progressively less with increased
grafting density and decreased SCP length with
GA6-BB500-SCP50s interaxial distance (21.5 nm) very close to
the hard cylindrical diameter (22.8 nm) (Figure S14b).
These systematic studies suggest that in addition to changes

in rigidity, the molecular architecture of the denser systems
may also lend itself to periodic solution conformation, whereby
less densely grafted systems are more capable of forming
intermolecular brush intertwinement at increasing concen-

trations, compared to more densely grafted counterparts,
serving as a kinetic barrier to the formation of energetically
favored ordered arrays. This raises intriguing questions on the
differences in SCP conformation and dynamics as a function of
grafting density, with these data suggesting systems composed
of a few, long brushes and systems with multiple, shorter SCPs
behave substantially differently. This could have profound
impacts on intra- and inter-BBP interactions, particularly in
systems containing noncovalent interactions, which will in turn
have substantial impacts on the structure and mechanics of
their resulting networks.14,28 This work as well as subsequent
studies are anticipated to be of broad relevance as the rigidity
and density of bottlebrushes are important to their function in
many contexts; their function as nanoparticles with biomedical
relevance, in vivo lifetime/pharmacokinetics,35 contrast
agents,36 drug delivery;76 as nanomaterial templates;34 and as
assembled photonic37−39 and porous materials.33

■ CONCLUSIONS
In summary, the strategic application of well-developed
polymer chemistries on unique molecular skeletons has
granted access to BBPs with unprecedentedly high grafting
density on a multigram scale. Chemical degradation studies in
conjunction with SEC-MALS analysis were used to confirm

Figure 6. Schematic of the GA impact across length scales. (a)
Increasing density from GA2 → GA6 increases the steric bulk around
BBP backbone, which correlates with (b) interaxial spacing between
neighboring BBP suggested to be a result of a diminished inter-BBP
entanglement via steric accessibility. (c) Increased domain sizes are
observed at lower grafting densities, but higher-order hexagonal
periodicity is observed with increased grafting density, suggesting that
entanglements play a role in the ability to form higher-order
arrangements.
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their structure as well as systematically elucidate the rigidity
contributions of the grafting architecture relative to the side-
chain degree of polymerization. SAXS analysis further
demonstrated such BBPs are capable of long-range hexagonal
ordering as consistent with a high Prod value and further
showed intriguing differences in lyotropic organization as a
function of grafting density that will have substantial impacts
on network scale properties and impinges on a variety of
important material driven technologies. Finally, these novel
lyotropic LC BBPs offer multiple axes of modularity in their
dimensions, rigidity, and interbrush entanglement, granting
novel access to the development of modular biomacromo-
lecular surrogates capable of self-assembly. We look forward to
merging these macromolecular design parameters with the
chemical processes of semiflexible fibrillar network assembly
and reporting in due time on the formation of hierarchically
ordered biomimetic materials.
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