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Abstract— As a means to provide ubiquitous connectivity
across the ground-air-space 3D network, low Earth orbit (LEO)
satellite mega-constellation systems comprising thousands of
LEO satellites have attracted significant interest from both
academia and industry recently. One major issue of LEO mega-
constellation systems is the frequent handovers between satellites
and beams, causing an increase in communication latency and
deterioration of quality of service (QoS). In this paper, we propose
a user-centric cooperative communication framework for next
generation (xG) LEO satellite mega-constellation systems. In the
proposed framework, a group of LEO satellites simultaneously
serve all the user equipments (UEs) using the same timefre-
quency resources. By dynamically organizing the clusters of
serving satellites and coordinating their joint transmission based
on statistical channel state information (CSI), the handover
frequency and inter-satellite interference can be reduced effec-
tively, thereby achieving significant enhancements in the spectral
efficiency and coverage probability. From the achievable rate
analysis and extensive simulations on realistic xG LEO satellite
communication environments, we show that the proposed scheme
substantially improves the spectral efficiency and coverage over
the conventional beam-centric systems.

Index Terms— Cell-free systems, LEO satellite communica-
tions, satellite clustering, joint transmission, statistical CSI.

I. INTRODUCTION

EXT GENERATION (XG) wireless systems are expected

to provide ubiquitous global connectivity, even for
remote and challenging regions such as deserts, mountains,
rural areas, and oceans [1], [2], [3], [4]. As a means to
achieve this relentless goal, non-terrestrial networks (NTN)
that include satellites in low Earth orbit (LEO), medium Earth
orbit (MEO), and geosynchronous equatorial orbit (GEO),
have gained much attention recently [5], [6], [7], [8], [9], and
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[10]. Since satellites can be deployed in orbits covering any
location on Earth, NTN can provide pervasive and reliable
connectivity across the ground-air-space 3D space. Among
these, there has been a tremendous interest in LEO satellite
communications within both industry and academia due to the
reduced latency, enhanced signal quality, low cost, and flexible
deployment [11], [12].

One major bottleneck of LEO satellite communications
is that LEO satellites can cover only a small portion of
the Earth’s surface for a brief duration since they operate
at relatively low altitudes (500-2,000km) and move rapidly
across the orbit [13]. For example, while the GEO satellite
can cover one-third of the Earth’s surface, the coverage (i.e.,
footprint) radius of the LEO satellite is 600 km. To broaden the
coverage of LEO satellites, satellite constellation systems with
hundreds or thousands of satellites are commonly used [14],
[15]. By densely deploying LEO satellites, the coverage and
system capacity can be improved substantially. In fact, for
the provision of worldwide broadband services, many LEO
satellite companies (e.g., Starlink, OneWeb, and Kuiper) are
developing satellite mega-constellation systems comprising a
massive number (more than 10,000) of satellites. For example,
Starlink has already launched 5,500 satellites and anticipates
expanding the number of satellites to 12,000 by the mid-2020s.

A. Prior Works

In the satellite mega-constellation systems, to provide
communication services to the terrestrial and aerial user equip-
ments (UEs), a beam-centric approach that exploits highly
focused beams aimed at specific terrestrial regions (i.e., spot
beams) has been widely used (see Fig. la) [16]. In this
approach, each satellite sends multiple spot beams directed
toward distinct areas and then the UE connects to the spot
beam maximizing the received signal power. For instance,
Starlink’s LEO satellites are equipped with 4 phased array
antennas, which generate 48 distinct spot beams. In accor-
dance with this trend, various beam-centric communication
frameworks have been proposed recently [17], [18], [19], [20],
and [21]. In [17], a hybrid wide-spot beam coverage scheme
that uses a combination of wide and spot beams has been
proposed. In [18], a spot beam position optimization technique
for LEO beam-hopping systems has been proposed. In [19],
an approach to dynamically allocate spot beams according to
the UE distribution has been proposed. In [20], a downlink per-
formance of multi-beam systems has been analyzed. In [21],
a dynamic beam pattern selection and user scheduling tech-
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nique has been proposed. Also, advanced precoding techniques
have been investigated in [22], [23], [24], [25], [26], [27], and
[28]. Specifically, in [22], beam pattern design and bandwidth
allocation algorithms based on deep reinforcement learning
(DRL) technique have been proposed. In [23], [24], and
[25], hybrid analog-digital precoding techniques for massive
multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) satellite communica-
tion systems have been proposed. In [26], [27], and [28],
joint precoding techniques for integrated satellite-terrestrial
networks (ISTN) have been proposed. In addition to the single-
satellite precoding techniques, a multi-satellite transmission
framework has been proposed in [29], [30], and [31]. In [29],
a distributed MIMO technique for LEO satellite networks has
been proposed. In [30], a cooperative hybrid beamforming and
user scheduling algorithm has been proposed. Also, in [31],
a coverage analysis of the cooperative transmission scheme
has been conducted.

A major issue of the conventional beam-centric approach is
the frequent handovers between the spot beams (i.e., inter-
beam handover) and between satellites (i.e., inter-satellite
handover) [32], [33]. This arises from the facts that a UE
is connected to only one spot beam at a time and the beam
coverage area changes rapidly due to the high orbital speed of
satellites. For example, in the Iridium systems, the coverage
radius of a spot beam is 400km and the orbital speed of
LEO satellites is around 7.6 km/s, meaning that the inter-beam
handover occurs every 52 seconds. Such frequent handovers
will not only increase communication latency but also degrade
throughput. This issue is even more serious in satellite mega-
constellation systems, which comprise thousands of LEO
satellites [15]. Another critical issue with the conventional
beam-centric approach is the significant performance degrada-
tion of the UEs located at the footprint boundaries [34]. These
cell-edge UEs suffer from reduced signal strength as well
as the interferences from adjacent beams and satellites. The
number of cell-edge UEs is expected to grow even larger in
satellite mega-constellation systems due to the large numbers
of spot beams and satellites. One exception is the multi-
satellite transmission scheme in [29], [30], and [31]. While
these schemes can reduce the satellite handover frequency,
they rely heavily on the instantaneous channel state informa-
tion (CSI), which is difficult to acquire in practice due to the
large propagation delays and high mobility of LEO satellites.

The fundamental questions related to the LEO satel-
lite mega-constellation systems are: 1) how to ensure

Cooperative LEO
satellite group

Aerial 4} ¢
UE -
(-0 [===s]
Terrestrial
D User-centric D UE
coverage
(b)

Comparison between (a) the conventional beam-centric systems and (b) the proposed CF-mNTN.

seamless connectivity while reducing handover frequency;
and 2) how to provide uniformly good quality of ser-
vice (QoS) to all UEs? The answers to these questions
will not only decrease handover occurrences and enhance
QoS but also realize hyper-connected ground-air-space net-
work. This, in turn, will bring to fruition immersive xG
Internet-of-Things (IoT) applications such as urban air
mobility (UAM), factory of the future (FoF), robotics,
and maritime transportation system (MTS).

B. Our Contributions

The aim of this paper is to propose a user-centric
cooperative communication framework for LEO satellite
mega-constellation systems. When compared to conventional
beam-centric systems where a single satellite serves only
the UEs within its footprint using the regional spot beams,
in the proposed cell-free massive non-terrestrial networks
(CF-mNTN), a group of LEO satellites simultaneously serve
all the UEs through joint transmission (see Fig. 1b). Since
the associations between LEO satellites and UEs are not
strictly limited by the regional footprint, a notion of footprint
boundary is unnecessary in CF-mNTN. Also, by dynami-
cally adjusting the satellite-UE associations and the power
weights between LEO satellites and UEs according to the
wireless environments, CF-mNTN can effectively control
inter-satellite interferences, thereby enhancing spectral effi-
ciency and coverage.

An intriguing feature of CF-mNTN is that it utilizes only the
statistical CSI, such as angles and path loss, for the downlink
precoding/decoding and power allocation. Since the statistical
CSI changes at a much slower rate compared to the instanta-
neous CSI, the use of statistical CSI not only facilitates reliable
channel acquisition but also significantly reduces the backhaul
overhead since only the statistical CSI is shared among the
satellites. From the achievable rate analysis, we demonstrate
that the achievable rate of the proposed CF-mNTN is higher
than that of the conventional cooperative transmission scheme
relying on the instantaneous CSI (i.e., cell-free massive MIMO
(CF-mMIMO) system). Also, from the extensive simulations
on the realistic XG LEO satellite communication environ-
ments, we show that CF-mNTN substantially improves the
spectral efficiency over the conventional beam-centric sys-
tems, particularly for the UEs in the boundaries of satellite
footprints.

Authorized licensed use limited to: MIT. Downloaded on December 20,2024 at 17:41:55 UTC from IEEE Xplore. Restrictions apply.



KIM et al.: CELL-FREE MASSIVE NON-TERRESTRIAL NETWORKS

The key contributions of this paper can be summarized as
follows:

« we develop a user-centric cooperative communication
framework called CF-mNTN for xG LEO satellite mega-
constellation systems;

e we propose a statistical CSI-based data transmis-
sion/reception technique and joint satellite clustering and
power allocation algorithm; and

o we demonstrate from the achievable rate analysis and
extensive simulations that CF-mNTN is very effective in
improving the spectral efficiency and coverage.

The rest of this article is organized as in the following.
Section II presents the LEO satellite mega-constellation sys-
tems and reviews the conventional CF-mMIMO systems and
beam-centric systems. Sections III and IV explain the com-
munication protocols of CF-mNTN and user-centric satellite
clustering and power allocation algorithm. Section V presents
the achievable rate analysis of CF-mNTN. Section VI presents
the simulation results. Section VII concludes the paper.

Notations: Random variables are displayed in sans serif,
upright fonts; their realizations in serif, italic fonts. Vectors and
matrices are denoted by bold lowercase and uppercase letters,
respectively. For example, a random variable and its realization
are denoted by x and z for scalars, x and  for vectors, and
X and X for matrices. Sets and random sets are denoted
by upright sans serif and calligraphic font, respectively. For
example, a random set and its realization are denoted by X
and X, respectively. The expectation and variance of a random
vector x are denoted by E{x} and V{x}, respectively. The
covariance between two random vectors x and y is denoted by
Cov{x,y}. The m-by-n matrix of zeros is denoted by 0, xx;
when n = 1, the m-dimensional vector of zeros is simply
denoted by 0,,,. The m-by-m identity matrix is denoted by
I,,,. The operators tr(x), ||x||2, and || X ||r denote the trace,
the Euclidean norm, and the Frobenius norm, respectively. The
operation ® denotes the Kronecker product. The transpose,
conjugate, and conjugate transpose of X are denoted by ()T,
()*, and (-)H, respectively. The real and imaginary parts of a
complex number are denoted by R{-} and S{-}, respectively.
The notation diag(-) represents a diagonal matrix with the
arguments being its diagonal elements.

II. LEO SATELLITE MEGA-CONSTELLATION SYSTEMS

In this section, we present the LEO satellite mega-
constellation systems and then review the conventional
beam-centric systems and the CF-mMIMO system that per-
forms the joint transmission based on the instantaneous CSI.

A. LEO Satellite Mega-Constellation System Model

We consider a LEO satellite mega-constellation system
where L LEO satellites equipped with N = N X N,
uniform planar array (UPA) antennas cooperatively serve K
UEs equipped with a single antenna using the same time-
frequency resources. The sets of LEO satellites and UEs
are denoted as £ = {1,2,...,L} and K = {1,2,...,K},
respectively. Also, the set of LEO satellites serving the kth
UE is denoted as £;, C L and the set of UEs associated with
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the /th LEO satellite is given by K; = {k € K |l € L} C K.
The LEO satellites are connected to the central node (e.g.,
MEO or GEO satellites) via an optical backhaul to share
satellite and UE positions, statistical CSI, power weights,
transmit data, and synchronization and control signal.1 The 3D
position vectors of the [th LEO satellite and the kth UE are

P = [piy pify pix )" and pi© = [pi5, pi, PR )T
respectively. We assume that both the LEO satellites and
the UEs know their positions [35], [36], [37]. Note that the
LEO satellite positions can be obtained from the ephemeris
data which includes information on the orbital elements and
trajectories of the LEO satellites. Also, the UE positions
can be obtained by utilizing the global navigation satellite
system (GNSS) data and advanced positioning techniques
utilizing time-based measurements (e.g., time difference of
arrival (TDOA)), Doppler-based measurements (e.g., Doppler
shift), and angle-based measurements (e.g., angle of departure
(AOD)) [38], [39], [40], [41], [42], [43], [44].

In practical LEO communication systems, one can consider
K groups of adjacent UEs instead of K individual UEs.
This is because the statistical CSI of adjacent UEs is fairly
similar, as their positional differences are negligible compared
to the distance between LEO satellites and terrestrial UEs
(approximately 1,200 km). For example, the angular resolution
(i.e., the smallest angle between two distinct signal sources that
an antenna array can distinguish) of a LEO satellite equipped
with an N = 8 x 8 planar antenna array is O, = \/Q—N ~
14.3°. This means that adjacent UEs within the off-nadir
angular range of radius 9"‘% = 7.2° can be regarded as a group
of UEs sharing the same statistical CSI. In this case, to ensure
reliable QoS for these groups of UEs, one can consider a
hybrid system architecture where the time-frequency resources
are reused across the UE groups and the UEs within the same
group are allocated with distinct time-frequency resources.

i

B. LEO Satellite Channel Model

In NTN, due to the high altitude of satellites, the chance of
having a line-of-sight (LOS) link between the satellites and the
UEs is much higher compared to terrestrial networks. Based
on this observation, we use the non-shadowed Rician fading
channel model where the downlink channel vector h; ;, € cN
from the Ith LEO satellite to the kth UE is expressed as
a weighted sum of the LOS and non-line-of-sight (NLOS)
components as [45]

7( Rk ed2m (v —F7i,k) 4 al,k)a(el,kv LPl,k)

)

where f is the signal frequency, ¢ is the time instant, and x; j
is the Rician K-factor representing the power ratio between

Note that due to the mobility of LEO satellites, a group of LEO satellites
connected to a specific GEO satellite can vary over time, which may cause a
delay in the statistical CSI acquisition for the GEO satellite. However, since
the position errors caused by this handover delay are negligible compared
to the LEO satellite communication distance (see Section III-A for detailed
discussions), its impact on the satellite clustering and power allocation
operation will be marginal.
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LOS and NLOS components, ;5 Ly psat — pue|l,

is the Doppler shift, 773" = Z|pj* —p}°||z is the LOS
propagation delay, c is the speed of light, and o, j, is the small-
scale fading coefficient accounting for the random scattering
around the UE. We assume that small-scale fading coefficients
are independently and identically distributed (i.i.d.) complex
normal random variables (i.e., o, ~ CN(0,1)). Also, Bk =
GS G LR L% is the large-scale fading coefficient account-
ing for the satellite and UE antenna gains G®*' and GU°,
the free space path loss L{'t® = (W)Q, and the

atmospheric absorption L';"",Dj = L:nigl(kf) where Lenith(f) is
the zenith atmospheric attenuation determined by the satellite
altitude [32]. The reference values of L,epnitn (f) are given in
ITU-R. In addition, 0; ;, and ¢, ;. are the elevation and azimuth
AODs of the LOS path, which can be obtained by transforming
the relative position vector in the coordinate system of the [th
LEO satellite p; . = R, ' (0 )R (07*) (p}® — pj*") to the
spherical coordinate vector. Here, 65 and 5 are elevation
and azimuth angles of the normal vector of the lth LEO
satellite antenna plane and R, (67*") and R, (p5™) are the y
and z-axes rotation matrices, respectively. The corresponding

UPA steering vector a0, o1 k) € CV is defined as

a0k, 01k) = an(Or, o16) @ ay(01) )

where ay, (0%, v1,,) and ay (6, ;) are the horizontal and ver-
tical array steering vectors, respectively, defined as

) e_j%sinm,kcowm

an(Ok, 1) = [

. 2 d .
. e—](Nh—l)% sin 0y cos ¢k :|

3)

A —j2rLdy 050
av(017k) = [1 e J ¢ Lk

: T
. i\ 2mfdy
. e J(Ny 1)7C cosGlyk,:| (4)

where d;, and d, are the horizontal and vertical antenna
spacings, respectively.

Note that the same array steering vector a(6;x, i k) is
used for both the LOS and NLOS components of h; ;. This
is because the scattering on the ground takes place within
a few kilometers around the UEs while the altitudes of the
LEO satellites are nearly a thousand kilometers, rendering the
angular spread of LEO satellite channel almost negligible [23].
For brevity, we use the following notations.

dre £ 2m(tvie — fTk) (5)
s Bk
2 A 6
ULk rn 41 (6)
arr = a0, o) - (7

Using these, h; ;, in (1) can be rewritten as

hy i = ok (VEk €90 +ouk) an - ®)

Among the channel parameters, we categorize the eleva-
tion and azimuth AODs (6;x,¢: %), the large-scale fading
coefficient f3; , the Rician K-factor x;, the Doppler shift
vk, and the propagation delay 7, as the statistical CSI.
These parameters are primarily determined by the positions

of satellites and UEs (i.e., p?at and p;°), whereas the small-

scale fading coefficient a; ;, depends on the randomly varying
scatterers (e.g., cars and leaves) around the UEs. Due to this
reason, the coherence time of the statistical CSI is typically
an order of magnitude longer than that of the path gains [46].
By exploiting these properties, the LEO satellites can directly
acquire the statistical CSI from the satellite and UE positions
without any pilot transmission and CSI feedback operations.

C. Conventional Beam-Centric and CF-mMIMO Systems

1) Beam-Centric LEO Mega-Constellation Systems: In the
traditional beam-centric LEO satellite constellation systems,
the LEO satellites employ multiple spot beams, each of which
covers a designated terrestrial area [16]. Then the UEs connect
to the spot beam providing the maximum received signal
power. For instance, the SpaceX’s LEO satellites employ
48 spot beams with tessellated hexagonal-shaped footprints
and the diameter of each spot beam footprint is around 200 km.
While the beam-centric approach might be effective to some
extent, it will impose a fundamental limit in the LEO mega-
constellation systems due to the frequent handovers among
beams and satellites [32], [33]. Since the UE is linked to only
one spot beam at a time, the UE has to switch to a different
spot beam or satellite when the satellite’s position changes,
causing significant handover latency and QoS degradation. For
example, in the Iridium system, it has been reported that the
inter-satellite handovers occur every 10 minutes and the inter-
beam handovers happen within every minute.

2) Cell-Free Massive MIMO Systems: In the terrestrial
networks, CF-mMIMO system where a group of distributed
access points (APs) simultaneously serves UEs has received a
great deal of attention recently [47], [48], [49], [50]. This is
the opposite concept of traditional cellular system where the
network is divided into regional cells (i.e., service areas of
APs) and each UE is served only by the AP corresponding to
the cell in which the UE is located. In accordance with this
trend, there have been some efforts to employ CF-mMIMO
approach for NTN [29]. While the CF-mMIMO approach is
effective to some extent in terrestrial networks, it might not
work well in NTN due to the high mobility and propagation
delays of satellites. Specifically, in the CF-mMIMO system,
the APs acquire the instantaneous downlink CSI from the
uplink pilot signals of UEs and then perform the instantaneous
CSI-based downlink precoding. In NTN, however, acquiring
the instantaneous CSI at the LEO satellites is highly challeng-
ing due to the fast-varying and inherently delayed nature of
LEO satellite channel [45]. For example, the coherence time
of Ku-band (12)-18 GHz) LEO satellite channel is typically
a few milliseconds while that of the terrestrial mmWave
channels in the FR1 band (sub-6 GHz) is tens of milliseconds.
Moreover, due to the high altitude (500-1,500km) of LEO
satellites, the coherence time of LEO satellite channel is
shorter than the propagation delay (3)-8 ms), meaning that the
estimated channel information will be outdated by the time
data transmission occurs.

ITII. CELL-FREE MASSIVE NON-TERRESTRIAL NETWORKS

As mentioned, the major issue of the conventional beam-
centric systems is the frequent inter-beam and inter-satellite
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Fig. 2. Overall system structure of CF-mNTN.

handovers caused by the high mobilities of LEO satellites.
To address this issue, the proposed CF-mNTN exploits a user-
centric approach that chooses a cluster of LEO satellites for
each UE and then the satellite cluster cooperatively serves the
UE through statistical precoding (see Fig. 2). The key features
of CF-mNTN are as in the following.

o User-centric boundaryless service and full frequency
reuse: In CF-mNTN, the associations between the LEO
satellites and UEs are dynamically adjusted according to
the wireless environments. In doing so, the inter-beam
and inter-satellite handovers can be minimized, thereby
achieving seamless connectivity in the xG ground-air-
space network. Also, since the LEO satellites serve
the UEs using the same time-frequency resources, the
spectral efficiency can be enhanced substantially.

« Statistical CSI-based data transmission and reception:
In CF-mNTN, the downlink data precoding and decoding
are performed based on the statistical CSI (e.g., AODs
and large-scale fading coefficients). Since the statistical
CSI changes more slowly than the instantaneous CSI
and is determined primarily by the satellites and UEs
positions, the LEO satellites and UEs can accurately
acquire them even in the fast-varying NTN.

« Distributed precoding and cooperative power alloca-
tion: In CF-mNTN, the statistical precoding vectors are
determined locally at the LEO satellites while the satellite
clusters ans power weights are determined globally at
the central node. Since only the statistical CSI, satellite
cluster indices, and power weights are shared between
the LEO satellites and the central node, the backhaul
signaling overhead can be reduced significantly.

In a nutshell, the overall communication protocol of
CF-mNTN consists of three major steps (see Fig. 2): 1) the
LEO satellites acquire the statistical CSI from the LEO satel-
lites and UEs positions and then send the collected statistical
CSI to the central node; 2) the central node determines the
satellite clusters and power weights; 3) the LEO satellites
jointly transmit the downlink data using the statistical pre-
coding; and 4) the UEs perform the statistical data decoding.

- [ Local statistical

-- [ UE position
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A. Position-Based Statistical CSI Acquisition

In this stage, the LEO satellites first acquire the satellite
and UE positions {p{*'},c. and {p}°}rexc by exploiting the
GNSS data along with the advanced positioning techniques
based on time measurements (i.e., TDOA), Doppler-based
measurements (e.g., Doppler shift), and angle measurements
(i.e., AOD) [51], [52], [53], [54], [55]. Then, using the
property that the statistical CSI is a function of the satellite and
UE positions, the LEO satellites estimate the statistical CSI of
users, i.e., the elevation and azimuth AODs 6, ;, and ¢; i, the
large-scale fading coefficient /3; i, the Rician K-factor &; j, the
Doppler shift v; ;, and the propagation delay 7; ;. After that,
the acquired statistical CSI is sent to the central node through
an optical backhaul link to facilitate the satellite cooperation.

Note that the position information of LEO satellites and UEs
can be outdated due to signal propagation delay in LEO satel-
lite communications. However, since the position errors caused
by this signal propagation delay are negligible compared to
the NTN communication distance, the impact of these delays
on the statistical CSI is marginal. Specifically, considering
that the distances of the LEO-GEO inter-satellite link and the
LEO satellite-terrestrial UE link are Dg,; ~ 36,000km and
D =~ 1,200 km, respectively, the signal propagation delays for
these two links are 75,1 ~ 120 ms and 7, ~ 4 ms, respectively.
If the speeds of the LEO satellite and UE are vy, ~ 7.8 km/s
and vye ~ 20m/s, respectively, then the LEO satellite and
UE position errors are Argyy = UsatTsat ~ 0.94km and
ATpe = UneTue = 8 x 1072 km, both of which are negligible
compared to D.

B. Downlink Statistical Precoding

After the statistical CSI acquisition, each LEO
satellite locally determines the statistical precoding
vectors {wy k}iec ke using the acquired statistical CSI
{Huw P,k Bl,k‘v Riks Vik, Tl,k}leﬁ,kelO In the conventional
CF-mMIMO, linear precoding techniques such as maximum
ratio transmission (MRT) precoding and zero-forcing (ZF)
precoding have been widely used [29], [47]. In CF-mNTN,
however, these techniques are not applicable since the LEO
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satellites only have the statistical channel information of
the UEs. As a remedy, we leverage the observation that the
downlink LEO satellite channel vector h;; aligns with the
LOS array steering vector a;j (see (8)). This observation
implies that we can use the array steering vector to achieve
the goals of conventional linear precoding techniques (e.g.,
channel gain maximization or interference mitigation). Based
on this observation, we propose two statistical precoding
techniques for CF-mNTN: 1) statistical MRT (sMRT)
precoding; and 2) statistical ZF (sZF) precoding.

1) Statistical MRT Precoding: The goal of sSMRT precod-

ing technique is to maximize the channel gain |h?kwlyk|.
To achieve this goal, we design the sSMRT precoding vector

wiMRT € CV from the Ith LEO satellite to the kth UE in the
form of the array steering vector as

1 .
wii 2 el a ©)

Note that e/?1+ = 727 (tvex=F71k) s used for the compensa-
tion of the Doppler shift and propagation delay. Since w?})fRT

is parallel to h; i, it maximizes the channel gain as

a hik
Dbyl

2) Statistical ZF Precoding: Similar to the conventional ZF
precoding, the goal of sZF precoding is to mitigate inter-user
interference (IUI) (i.e., I?-'wl,k’ = 0 if j # k). To do so,
the precoding vector of each UE should be selected from the
intersection of the null-spaces of the channel vectors of other
UEs. Note that since h;; and a;; are parallel, their null-
spaces are the same. Using this property, we design the sZF
precoding vector wlZF €CV a

sMRT| _
‘hl kWK

= ||y k|2 - (10)

Al (AlHAl)_lek

wsZF 2 ej¢z,k 11
Lk T4 (ATTA) el o
where A; = [aj1ai2 - ai x| € CV*K is the array

steering matrix of the [th LEO satellite and e, € R¥ is a
K x 1 vector whose kth element is 1 and all other elements
are 0. One can see that wSZF effectively suppresses IUI as

lhella|agl; A (A A e

hH sZF
N||A; (AT Ar) el

=0. (12

C. Downlink Data Transmission and Statistical Decoding

Once the downlink precoding vectors are determined, the
LEO satellites jointly transmit the precoded data and then the
UEs decode the data using the statistical CSI. The transmit
signal x; € CV of the Ith LEO satellite is given by

X1 = /Pt § D1, kW kSk

ke,

(13)

where p; is the satellite transmission power, w; j € CN is
the downlink statistical precoding vector from the /th LEO
satellite to the kth UE such that ||w; i|l2 = 1, px > 0 is the
power weight, and s, ~ CN(0,1) is the data symbol for the
kth UE. Note that the power of x; is bounded by the LEO
satellite transmission power p; as

E{Hxl||2} =Pt Z pz2k

(14)

Then the received data signal y; € C of the kth UE is

L
ye =Y _hlx +ng (15)
=1
= /Pt Z Pz,khgkwl,ksk
lELy
+ /e > Y pughiw s+ g (16)
JEEIEL;

where (16) is from Zlel djex, L = Z]K:l Diec, L
and np ~ CN(0,02) is the additive Gaussian noise. Note
that the first and second terms represent the effective channel
gain and IUI, respectively. In traditional terrestrial networks,
to facilitate the acquisition of effective channel gain at
UE, the AP transmits the precoded downlink pilot sig-
nal (i.e., demodulation reference signals (DMRS) in 5G
NR) to the UE. In NTN, however, the estimated effec-
tive channel gain might be significantly outdated due to
the short channel coherence time and the large propaga-
tion delay, causing a severe degradation in the decoding
performance.

To handle this issue, we exploit the property that the
effective channel gain combined from multiple LEO satel-
lites tends to its mean value (i.e., Zleﬁk Pl,khgk’wl,k —
E{Zleﬁk plvkhl}}kwl,k}). Based on this channel hardening
effect, in CF-mNTN, the UEs extract the expectation of the
effective channel gain from the received signal using only the
statistical CSI. Specifically, y; in (16) can be rewritten as

Ve =Vosk + YRSk + YRS+ 7
J#k

where fyk s yk , and Y}C‘fj are the desired signal term, the

beamforming uncertainty term, and the IUI term, defined as

ne = ]E{\/pT > pz,k-hfsz,k} (18)
leLly,
ua \/[Tt Z pl,kh}:[kwl,k - E{\/[Tt Z pl’kh}:lkwl’k}
leLy lely
(19)
Yll;.tj £ Ve Z pl,jh?sz,j . (20)

leL;

By treating yk Yy j» and ny as effective noise and using the

rate approximation in [56, Lemma 1], we obtain the downlink
ergodic achievable rate R{T™NTN of the kth UE as

ds|2
RCFmNTN log2<1+ 177 _ >
E{‘Ybu 2}+Zj¢kE{|Y}:j|2}+Jr%

21

The following theorem provides a closed-form expression
of RgFmNTN'
Theorem 1: The downlink achievable rate RSF™NTN of the
kth UE of CF-mNTN using the sMRT and sZF precodings is
expressed in (22), as shown at the bottom of the next page. [
Proof: See Appendix A. X

From (22), one can see that RUF™NTN g a func-
tion of the satellite cluster indices {Ek}ke i, the power
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weights {pl,k}leﬁ,kel@ and the statistical CSI {9571“ Pl.k> ﬂl,k,
KLk Vik 7'17]@}[6/;7]66]0 Hence, by utilizing the statistical CSI
collected from the LEO satellites, the central node can
determine the LEO satellite clusters and the power weights
maximizing the sum-rate.

IV. USER-CENTRIC LEO SATELLITE CLUSTERING AND
COOPERATIVE POWER ALLOCATION

In this section, we present a joint user-centric LEO satellite
clustering and cooperative power allocation technique for
CF-mNTN. Specifically, the proposed technique determines
the optimal LEO satellite clusters {Ly}rex and the power
weights {p; x }iec ke Mmaximizing the minimum achievable
rate of UEs. In doing so, one can ensure a uniformly good
QoS for all UEs within the coverage area. The corresponding
optimization problem can be formulated as the max-min
problem &, as?

P maximize min RSFmNTN (23a)
{Lr,p1k ec kex kek
subject to IKi] € Kmax Vie L (23b)
> opi <1 Vie L (23¢)
ke,
Pk =0 VieLl, ke K (23d)
where X; = {k € K | | € Li} is the set of UEs

associated with the /th LEO satellite. Also, (23b) represents
the constraint that the total number of UEs associated to each
LEO satellite is bounded by K.« due to the limited number
of RF chains and (23c) and (23d) represent the transmit power
constraint.

Since the downlink achievable rate is a logarithmic function
of the fractional function (see (22)), £?; is a nonconvex com-
binatorial optimization problem in which an exhaustive search
is needed to find out the optimal solution. In the LEO satellite
mega-constellation systems, however, it is computationally
burdensome to search every possible satellite association due
to the large number of satellites. For example, when the num-
bers of LEO satellites, terrestrial UEs, and serving satellites
are L = 10, K = 5, and K5« = 5, respectively, the number

. . o 5
of possible satellite associations is ()" ~ 1012.

2In practical scenarios where the number of UEs connected to the LEO
satellite network changes dynamically, we redefine K as the maximum
number of UEs that the LEO satellite network can simultaneously support
and define the set of UEs that are actually connected to the LEO satellite
network as KCc C K. Note that the statistical CSI and the power weights for
the inactive UEs in K\ K¢ are set to zero. After that, we modify the objective
function of &7 from mingejxc RSF"‘NTN to mingexc, RSF"‘NTN so that
only the data rates of connected UEs in K. are considered. By doing so,
we can effectively cover the scenarios with different number of UEs.

207

A. Sparse Recovery Problem Formulation

To find out a tractable solution of £, we recast the LEO
satellite clustering problem to the sparse recovery problem
where the indices of serving LEO satellites are mapped to the
indices of the nonzero elements (i.e., support) of the sparse
power weight vectors. In doing so, we can convert &?; to
the sparse optimization problem, for which the principle of
sparse recovery can be applied [57], [58]. To be specific,
the sparse power weight vector of the kth UE combined
for all LEO satellites within the constellation is defined as
Pr = [D1p P2k - ﬁLJg]T € R such that

YUR ifl € Ly,

) (24)
0 otherwise .

Then the LEO satellite cluster £ can be expressed as the set
of nonzero elements of py as
Ly={leLl|lg+(Prr) =1} (25)
where lLg+(z) is the indicator function such that 1g+(z) =
lifz € RT (ie., z > 0) and 1g+ (z) = 0 otherwise. Similarly,
the cluster size constraint (23b) can be equivalently converted
to the sparsity constraint as
K
|ICl| < Kmax — Z ]]-R+ (ﬁl,k) < Kmax .
k=1
Also, by defining the coefficient vectors and matrices,

(26)

RSF‘“NTN in (22) can be rewritten as
RSFmNTN
L \2
(bi: Pr)
=logy (1 + —% — — 5
Zj:1HCk,jpk||2 +Zj;&kHDk;jij2 +o;
(27)
where by, £ [bl,k bgﬁk s bL,k }T c RL, Ck £
diag(cik, c2p, - yepp) € RPP, and Dyj £
[Slai) St Sl emet are defined as

A ) Ve NELULE

SMRT precoding

bk = - - .
VPRI || A (A]'A)) " Yerll; ! SZF precoding
Pt H .
N j MRT d

o= N bk |agau )| s precoding

Voo || A (A A) Ter |5t sZF precoding

Pt i(p1.5— H
g2 \/Nﬁl,kvl,keﬂ‘m “Hafla;
Lk =

0 sZF precoding .
(28)

SMRT precoding

log, (1 +

p K 2
N j:1ZszjP17jvl,k

H .
aral,j

RCFmNTN —
b =

PN (e, PLiy/FILROLE)” )
: 2
2 Rk | Yier, prjed @O Ry aphan |+ o

sMRT precoding

log, (1 +

(X1, PLk/FLROLE| Al (A?Az)_16k|21)2>

P Y ier, Previkll Al (AR A) " Tey 5% + o2

SZF precoding .
(22)
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Finally, by substituting (24)-(28) into (23) and leveraging
the fact that maximizing the minimum achievable rate is equiv-
alent to maximizing the minimum signal-to-interference-plus-
noise ratio (SINR), we obtain the sparse recovery problem:

Py . maximize ¢ (29a)
t{Pr}rex
b pr)’
subject to e — 2( cPr) —
2 i=1llCr,iPrll3 + 32, 241 Dk iBj 13 + o
>t Vke I (29b)

K
Z ]l]RJr (ﬁl,k) < Kmax Vie Ll (290)

k=1
K
Z;ﬁ;{kgl VieL£ (29d)
k=1
Dk =0 Vie L, ke K (29)

where t = mingcxc SINRy, is an auxiliary variable.

The reformulated problem &5 is more tractable than the
original problem &; since we only have to determine the
sparse power weight vector. Unfortunately, it is still not easy to
find out the optimal solution of &7; due to the nonconvexity of
the sparsity constraint (29¢) and the quadratic fractional SINR
constraint (29b). To handle these constraints, we employ two
effective strategies: 1) reweighted ¢5-norm approximation that
transforms the sparsity constraint into the weighted ¢5-norm
constraint [59] and 2) successive convex approximation (SCA)
that approximates the SINR function to a linear function
by using the first-order Taylor expansion [60]. Using these,
we reformulate &5 to a convex second-order cone program
(SOCP) in which the global optimal solution can be obtained
via convex optimization solvers (e.g., SDPT3 and SeDuMi).
After solving the reformulated SOCP problem, we update
the ¢o-norm approximation weights and then repeat these
processes until (29c¢) is satisfied.

B. Reweighted {,-Norm Approximation

The essence of reweighted ¢>-norm approximation is to
substitute the indicator function g+ (p; ) with the weighted
square function WI7k|ﬁl,k|2 where wy i, is the ¢o-norm approx-
imation weight. By assigning larger approximation weights
to the smaller power weights and iteratively updating the
approximation weights, this method effectively penalizes these
smaller power weights, driving them closer to zero. In doing
so, one can promote the sparsity of the power weight vector.

To do so, we set w; ) to be inversely proportional to the
power weight j" obtained in the previous iteration as

1

where € > 0 is a regularization factor. By using wyy, the
sparsity of the power weight vector can be approximated as

K
D g (Brr) = Y wikbi-
k=1 k=1

By exploiting the reweighted /9-norm approximation, we

Wik = (30)

€29

solve & in an alternating fashion: 1) fix {py}lrex and
update {w x}iec ke using (30); and 2) fix {w; i hies kek
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and solve the reduced problem 73 given by

P53 . maximize t (32a)
t{Pr}trex ,
bp
subject to — - 2( £ P —
2=t 1Ck iPllZ +2_ sk | Di iB5113 + 03
>t Vke K (32b)
K
S wty < Kmax  YIEL  (320)
k=1
K
P AR Viel (32d)
k=1
P =0 VieLkek. (32)

Although the sparsity constraint (29c) is replaced by the
convex quadratic constraint (32c), &5 is still a nonconvex
problem due to the quadratic fractional SINR constraint (32b).

C. Successive Convex Approximation-Based Power Allocation

Next, we describe how to solve £?3 using SCA. SCA is a
linear approximation technique based on the first-order Taylor
expansion. In our work, we employ SCA to approximate the
quadratic fractional function f(py,t) defined as

_ b Dk
f(Pr,t) = % ~
Note that f(pg,t) is a convex function of Py and ¢. Using

f(Pr,t), the SINR constraint (32b) can be rewritten as

(33)

K
FBr,t) 2D _ICk;Bell3 + Y II1Dw ;i3 + 0 VkeK.
s s (34)
Then, for given (p} ", tP™") obtained at the previous itera-
tion, the first-order Taylor expansion F(py,t | py ", tP*V) of
f(Pr,t) is given by
F(pk,t | ~preV tprev)

=f (Pk, t) + Va, f (B ) T (b1 — B )
+ 8tf( ~prev tprev)(t _ th‘eV)
T ) @)
(tprev)2
Since f(pr,t) is convex, f(px,t) = F(pr.t | ), t°"),
meaning that (Pg,t) satisfying the approximated SINR con-
straint using F(pg,t | Py ,tP*v) will also satisfy the
original SINR constraint (34).

(35)

By substituting f(pg,t) with F(pg,t | p) -, t°),
we obtain the modified problem &, as
P, maximize t (37a)
bPrfrex prevyTy 3T ~p
rev b.b 2tprev ¢ rev
subject to () biby ( Py )
(tprcv)Q
K
> |Ckprlls + > 1 Dw b3
j=1 ik
+ 07 Vke K (37b)
K
Yo wiiin < Kmax  YI€L (370)
1:<
> bk < VieLr (37d)
k=1
D VieLl, ke K. (37e)
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Algorithm 1 User-Centric LEO Satellite Clustering and Coop-
erative Power Allocation Algorithm
Input: Statistical CSI{HUC, Pl,ks ﬁl,ku Kiks Vi,ks Tl,k}leﬁ,kelC
satellite transmission power py, maximum number of UEs
associated to LEO satellite K,,x, regularization factor e

Initialize:
Compute {by, Cy ;, Dy ; }i jex using (28) Vk,jeK
wlyk:]. Weﬁ,kelC

while the sparsity constraint (29¢) is not satisfied do

Py =0p, tP"V =0 Vke K
while {py }recx do not converge do
Solve #, via SOCP solver
Py =P, PV =t Vke K
end while
Py = pi Vke K
wl’k:W Vléﬁ,kelc
end while
Lr={leLl|lp+(Drr) =1} Vke K
Dk = Dl k Vie Ly, ke K

Output: {Li}trek, {pikticc, kek

Note that the constraints (37b)-(37d) of &4 can be reformu-
lated as second-order cone constraints in a form of ||Ax +
blla < cTz + d [61]. This, together with the fact that the
objective function (37a) is a linear function of ¢, character-
izes &, as a convex SOCP problem. Thus, by using the
convex optimization solver (e.g., SDPT3), we can obtain the
optimal solution (°P!, {p;" }rex). We then set ph®’ =
" and P = {°P' and repeat these processes until
{Pk }kex converges, thereby obtaining a near-optimal solution
of & 3.

After solving 3, we set py = pj and then update
wy, using (30). We repeat the alternating steps until the
sparsity constraint (29¢) is satisfied. Once we have {py }rex,
we can obtain the LEO satellite cluster indices and the power
weights from {prlrexc as L = {l € L | Ig+(prx) =
1} and pyp = prg for all I € L and k € K, respec-
tively. Algorithm 1 summarizes the proposed user-centric
LEO satellite clustering and cooperative power allocation
algorithm.

D. Computational Complexity Analysis

The proposed algorithm primarily consists of an outer iter-
ation (i.e., re-weighted ¢o-norm approximation) and an inner
iteration (i.e., SCA-based power allocation). In the inner iter-
ation, the power allocation problem is formulated as an SOCP
problem, which is then solved using the interior-point method.
It has been shown that the computational complexity of the
interior-point method for solving the SOCP problem with
Nyar variables is approximately O((Nya,)3?) [62]. Thus, the
computational complexity of the SCA-based power allocation
is O((LK)3-5 Njnnery with NIner peing the maximum number
of SCA iterations. Thus, the overall computational complex-
ity of the proposed algorithm is O((LK)3-5Ninner youter)

max max
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where [Nouter

max

iterations.

is the maximum number of the outer

V. ACHIEVABLE RATE ANALYSIS: CF-MNTN VERSUS
CONVENTIONAL CF-MIMO SYSTEM

A major distinctive feature of the proposed CF-mNTN over
the conventional CF-mMIMO system is that the downlink
data precoding of CF-mNTN is performed based on the
statistical CSI, whereas that of CF-mMIMO system relies
on the instantaneous CSI. While the instantaneous CSI-based
precoding might be effective in terrestrial networks with
stationary APs, its performance will degrade severely in NTN
due to the channel estimation error caused by the high mobility
of LEO satellites. To demonstrate this behavior, in this section,
we derive the achievable rate of CF-mMIMO system and then
compare it with that of CF-mNTN.

A. Achievable Rate Analysis of Conventional CF-mMIMO

In the conventional CF-mMIMO system, based on the
channel reciprocity of time-division duplexing (TDD) systems,
the LEO satellites acquire the instantaneous downlink CSI
from the uplink pilot signals of UEs. Specifically, let ¢, € C™»
be the pilot sequence intended for the kth UE such that
|||z = 1, where 7, is the pilot sequence length. Then the
received pilot signal Y; € CV*™ of the Ith LEO satellite is

K
Yo=me Y hplt 4N (38)
j=1
where 7 is the uplink transmit power of UE and N; ~
CN (0 Nx7p5 JﬁI N) is the complex Gaussian noise. To extract
h; i, from Y;, the /th LEO satellite projects Y; onto %, and

then obtain the processed signal y; ; € CN as

|
l,k \/m
1
=h i+ > h i+ ——y (40)
i#k Vi

where n; j, e N;v,, € CV. Note that the second term of (40)
is attributed to the non-orthogonality between the downlink
pilot sequences (i.e., pilot contamination effect) [63].
Remark 1: The channel estimation accuracy of conventional
CF-mMIMO system can be significantly deteriorated by the
non-orthogonality between the uplink pilot sequences of UEs
(i.e., 7, < K) [63]. This so-called pilot contamination effect
becomes more pronounced in NTN due to the short coherence
time of LEO satellite channel. O
For a given y, ;, the minimum mean square error (MMSE)

estimate I:Il,k of hy; is given by
R . _ y-1
hl,k = E{hl’k} + (COV{hl’k, yl’k} V{yl’k}

X (9% - E{yl,k} )
_ ej¢1,k\/mal7k + Ul,kal}}k‘/l,_kl

K
~ H iy
X (Yl,k - Z R NN TR T am‘) aik

j=1

(41)

(42)
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where
Vie =V{y..} (43)
K 2
= Zvl,j|1/i§{¢k|2al7ja?j + 21y. 44)
— UG
Jj=1
Also, the instantaneous MRT (iMRT) precoding vector
;MRT € CY constructed from hl,k is defined as
i |A"l k
e — (45)
VE{lIhkl3}
h
= dl (46)

VN Bk + Tigk) vk

where ; 1, £ vl,ka}kal;Clalyk and (46) is from the property
of MMSE estimate that E{ﬁlk} = E{h;;} and V{ﬁl’k} =
Cov{hy, ¥y, } V{14 } " Covihiy,¥,,}. After the down-
link data precoding, the LEO satellites jointly transmit the
precoded data and then the UEs decode the data using the
statistical CSI (see (13)-(21)). Then, the downlink ergodic
achievable rate RST™MIMO of the kth UE of the conventional
CF-mMIMO system is given by

ds|2
7
RSFmMIMOZIOgQ ( | )
]E{|y‘,3“| F 2 {2} + 02
“47)
where
E{\F Zpl khy kwlMRT} (48)
lel:k
Zué\/pT Zpl,khl},lkwl,k_ E{\/E Zpl,khl kw;hl/clRT}
lELk lE»Ck
(49)
Y2V Y phiw R (50)

leL;

The following theorem provides the closed-form expression of
REFmMIMO when using the iMRT precoding.

Theorem 2: The downlink achievable rate REF™MMO of the
k-th UE of the conventional CF-mMIMO using the iMRT
precoding is expressed in (51), as shown at the bottom of
the next page, where x, ; £y k’l,bk 1/J]al 7V a, j; for all
leLand k,j € K. (I
Proof: See Appendix B. X
Remark 2: By comparing RSFmNTN in (22) and RSF’“MIMO
in (51), one can see that the distinction between R%FmNTN
and RgFmMIMO lies in the terms {xi ji}icc i jeic, which
represents the non-orthogonality between the uplink pilot
sequences of UEs. To be specific, since CF-mNTN exploits only
the statistical CSI for the downlink data precoding, RSF mNTN
exhibits lower desired signal and beamforming uncertainty
compared to R,(SF“‘MIMO. Nevertheless, the desired signal
degradation of CF-mNTN is marginal compared to the beam-
forming uncertainty degradation due to the LOS-dominant
property of LEO satellite channel (i.e., ki3 > 1). O
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B. Achievable Rate Comparison Between CF-mNTN and
Conventional CF-mMIMO System

We consider the scenario where the LEO satellites are
equipped with a large number of antennas to simplify the anal-
ysis.? In this scenario, one can exploit the mutual orthogonality
between the array steering vectors, that is \aﬁkal,j\ = Ny ;.
Proposition 1: When the number of antennas is large,
the downlink achievable rate REF“INTN of the proposed
CF-mNTN using sMRT and sZF precodings in (22) and
the downlink achievable rate RSFmMIMO of the conven-
tional CF-mMIMO system using iMRT precoding in (51) are

expressed as
(52)
PN 3 ie o DLV + 03 >

2
ROFmMIMO_ (1 IPtN(ZleLkpl i/ (K e+ Tk k) Vi) >
% =log,| 14
PN e, (1 "‘,Zlk]ﬁ, kfkk o ito?

2
PN (Xiec, PLi/FLEULE)

REFmNTN10g2<1+

(53)
where Tk = % foralll € K and k € K. O
Proof: See Appendix C. X

For brevity, in the following lemma, we rewrite the achiev-
able rate expressions in (52) and (53).

Lemma 1: Let qi, = %[phkw/?li |l e Ek] € RIEx pp &
K v T
Yier, PLk/FEUE € Rt £ [p7, resll IONS Ly]" €

2
Rlﬁkl’ UL 2 Zleﬁk pl27k’l)17k + pt?V € R, and xy, ES [xl,kyk |
1 € L)T € RIFL Also, let h : RIFkl — R be the SINR
function defined as h(x) = (qt’ifci")for all & € RI#+|. Then

RCFmNTN and the upper bound of RCFmMIMO can be simply
expressed as

RIFONTN = 1ogy (14 1(01z,)) (54)
RFFmMIMO Cog (14 h(zy)) - (55)
O

Proof: The nominator of the upper bound of R{FmMIMO

in (55) can be obtained by using the inequality 1+ < 1+

5. Also, the denominator of the upper bound can be obtained
Ki,k K,k

from the facts that z; 5, € [0,1] and o 2 e X

Note that h(x) is a convex function of . From the property

of convex function, we get

h(0)z,)) = h(zr)—

Now, we need to show that Vh(xy) ) < 0. From the defi-
nition of h(xy), one can see that this condition is equivalent
to the following inequality:

Vh(zy) Ty, . (56)

T T
qj; Tk t.xy

Tk = t;f:])k+2uk.

Vh(xk)ka <0 < (57)

The following proposition provides the sufficient condition for
the inequality in (57) to hold.

3To achieve high throughput, high-frequency bands such as Ka-band (18 —
26.5 GHz), along with the massive satellite antenna array, are anticipated to
be utilized in LEO satellite communication systems.
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Proposition 2: Let Kuyin = miner, rex kg and Qupin =
. N . . .
minger, ke = U;””“. In the high signal-to-noise ratio (SNR)

regime, if (Kmin = 3) amin = 1 is satisfied, then

9i 2 boon (58)
Tk h 1:;5:1:;~C + 2uy,
|
Proof: See Appendix D. X

In general, the sufficient condition (Kmin — 3) Qmin = 1 in
Proposition 2 holds due to the relatively low altitude of the
LEO satellite and the LOS-dominant property of the LEO
satellite channel. For example, in the 12 GHz Ku-band, the
range of Rician K-factor is 10 —20 dB and the path loss of the
terrestrial UE with a distance of 600 km from the 8 x 8-antenna
LEO satellite is around 8 ~ 2 x 1077 [64]. Considering that
v = KLH and the UE uplink transmit power and noise power
being 7, = 30dBm and o2 = —130 dBm, respectively, we get
(k—3)a >1.28.

Finally, using Proposition 2, we obtain the desired result.
Theorem 3: In high SNR regime, if (Kmin — 3) Qmin = 1 is
satisfied, then the downlink achievable rate REFHINTN of the
proposed CF-mNTN surpasses the downlink achievable rate

R%FmMIMO of the conventional CF-mMIMO system. O
Proof: This follows directly from Propositions 1 and 2, and
Lemma 1. X

VI. NUMERICAL RESULTS
A. Simulation Setup

In our simulations, we consider a LEO satellite mega-
constellation systems where L = 20 LEO satellites cooper-
atively serve K = 10 UEs using the same time-frequency
resources.* The maximum number of UEs (or UE groups) that
each LEO satellite can simultaneously serve is Kax = 8 [65].
We consider an N = 8 x 8-element UPA antenna array at
the LEO satellites and a single antenna at the UEs.’ The
orbital height and inclination of the LEO satellites are 550 km
and 53°, respectively. The 3D coordinate vectors {p{*'}c.
of the LEO satellites are configured using the systems tool
kit (STK), a space information network simulator, within a
range of 700 x 700 km? [66]. Also, the coordinate vectors
{P}°}trex of the UEs are randomly set within a circular
service area of a radius 200km. As for the channel model,

“The number of LEO satellites is determined based on the observation
that the number of visible LEO satellites is typically around 20 to 30.
Also, the number of UEs (or UE groups sharing the same statistical CSI)
is determined based on the facts that the off-nadir angular resolution of an
N = 8 x 8-clement planar antenna array is — = 14.3° and the maximum

VN

off-nadir angle of LEO satellite is around 40° (1429;2 ~ 8).

SMassive antenna arrays are expected to be deployed on LEO satellites to
support high-frequency bands such as Ka-band (26.5-40 GHz).
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we use the Rician fading model with carrier frequency f =
5GHz and system bandwidth B = 20 MHz. The Rician K-
factor {1 }ier kex are chosen randomly from 15-20 dB [64].
The antenna gains of LEO satellites and UEs are G5*' = 3 dB
and G"¢ = 0dB. We set the downlink transmit power of LEO
satellites, the uplink transmit power of UEs, and the noise
power to py = 40dBm, n; = 30dBm, and 0121 = —140dBm,
respectively [23]. The regularization factor of the reweighted
¢5-norm approximation is € = 10719, As performance metrics,
we use the sum-rate R & Zszl Rj, and the minimum data
rate Rpin 2 mingci Ri. The simulations are conducted on
MATLAB R2023B platform.

For comparison, we use 4 benchmark schemes: 1) a
CF-mMIMO system where all LEO satellites jointly serve
the UEs using the iMRT precoding [29]; 2) a single satellite
system where the LEO satellite providing the highest received
signal power serves the UE using the statistical signal-to-
leakage-plus-noise ratio (SLNR)-based precoding [45]; 3) a
single satellite system using the SMRT precoding; and 4) a spot
beam-based system using 64 regional spot beams. To make
a fair comparison, we employ the same SCA-based power
allocation technique across all benchmark schemes. Note that
in the conventional CF-mMIMO system, we use 7, = 4 pilot
sequence for the uplink channel estimation.

B. Simulation Results

Fig. 3 shows the sum-rate as a function of SNR. We observe
that the proposed CF-mNTN outperforms the conventional
CF-mMIMO system by a large margin. For example, when
SNR = 30dB, CF-mNTN using sMRT precoding achieves
more than 7.5% sum-rate improvement over the conventional
CF-mMIMO system using iMRT precoding. Note that the per-
formance of conventional CF-mMIMO system relies heavily
on channel estimation accuracy, as the downlink precoding
vectors are generated from the estimated instantaneous CSI.
Thus, in NTN where the channel estimation error caused by
the fast-varying characteristics of LEO satellite channel is
unavoidable, the CF-mMIMO system suffers from substantial
degradation of the data rate. In contrast, the performance of
CF-mNTN is not affected by the channel estimation accuracy
since the downlink precoding operation of CF-mNTN exploits
only the statistical CSI acquired from the satellites and UEs
positions. It is worth mentioning that in the low SNR regime,
the sMRT precoding performs better than the sZF precoding,
while in the high SNR regime, the sZF precoding outperforms
the SsMRT precoding.

Fig. 4 shows the sum-rate of CF-mNTN as a function
of the number of LEO satellites L. We observe that the
proposed CF-mNTN achieves significant sum-rate gains over
the conventional single satellite systems as well as the spot

RCFmMIMO
k

=log, [1+

ptN(Zlegk Pk (Buk + Tig k) Uz,k>2

ki, t21,5,5

) o (b1, =1, k) - e 2
pK 2 EINEINN S H 12 Pt e T T RENV/RLERLjOLE/Li Tk o H ) 2
N »'=1Zleajpz,jvl,k<1+ >|al,kald| +N2j7&k‘2leﬁjpld a; ;. al,j| oy

\/"Gl, +x1,5,5 ’
J J 51)
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Fig. 3. Sum-rate as a function of SNR.
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Fig. 4. Sum-rate as a function of the number of LEO satellites.

beam-based system. Furthermore, we see that the sum-rate
gains of CF-mNTN over the conventional single satellite sys-
tems increase with the number of LEO satellites. For example,
when L = 10, the sum-rate gain of CF-mNTN using sZF pre-
coding over the single satellite system using SLNR precoding
is 45.2% but it increases up to 70% when L = 40. This is
because CF-mNTN can effectively suppress the inter-satellite
interferences through the user-centric satellite clustering and
cooperative power allocation, whereas the conventional single
satellite systems have no such mechanism to control the inter-
satellite interferences.

To demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed user-
centric satellite clustering and cooperative power alloca-
tion algorithm, Fig. 5 compares the minimum data rate
performance of the proposed algorithm with two benchmark
schemes: 1) distance-based satellite clustering scheme that
associates UE with the nearest LEO satellites; and 2) uniform
power allocation scheme that distributes the transmit power
equally among UEs. In this figure, we use the SMRT precoding
for all schemes under test. We observe that the proposed
algorithm outperforms the benchmark schemes. Even when
compared to the scheme that uses the combination of distance-
based satellite clustering and SCA-based power allocation, the
proposed scheme improves the minimum data rate by 20%.

110 T T T
—H&— Proposed CF-mNTN (sZF)
100 | |—— Proposed CF-mNTN (sMRT)
—+— CF-mMIMO systems

Single satellite systems (SLNR)
—&E— Single satellite systems (sMRT)
—A— Spot beam-based systems

Sum-rate [bps/Hz]

Number of UEs

Fig. 5. Minimum data rate as a function of the number of LEO satellites.
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—&E— Single satellite systems (sMRT)
—A— Spot beam-based systems

80

70

60

Sum-rate [bps/Hz]

Number of UEs

Fig. 6. Sum-rate as a function of the number of UEs.

Fig. 6 shows the sum-rate as a function of the number
of UEs K when SNR = 30dB. In this figure, we set
Kax = L%J so that K., increases linearly with K. Inter-
estingly, while the performance of CF-mNTN using sSMRT
precoding improves significantly with the number of UEs, that
of CF-mNTN using sZF precoding converges gradually. The
reason is that when the number of UEs is large, the geometric
channel characteristics of distinct UEs become similar, leading
to an increase in the correlation between the channel vectors of
UEs. Note that the performance degradation of ZF precoding
is much more severe in CF-mMIMO. This is because the large
number of UEs increases not only the channel correlation
but also the pilot contamination effect, resulting in a severe
degradation of channel estimation accuracy. However, this is
not the case for CF-mNTN as the estimation of instantaneous
CSI is unnecessary for CF-mNTN.

Fig. 7 shows the sum-rate as a function of k when K, = K
forall [l € L,k € K. We observe that when the Rician K-factor
increases, the performance of the proposed CF-mNTN scheme
increases gradually, whereas those of the single satellite sys-
tems remains unaffected. Recall that in CF-mNTN, the UE
decodes the downlink data using the statistical CSI. Thus,
when the Rician K-factor is high, the LEO satellite channel
is dominated by the deterministic LOS component, leading

Authorized licensed use limited to: MIT. Downloaded on December 20,2024 at 17:41:55 UTC from IEEE Xplore. Restrictions apply.



KIM et al.: CELL-FREE MASSIVE NON-TERRESTRIAL NETWORKS

110 T T

—HB— Proposed CF-mNTN (sZF)
100 |- |—*— Proposed CF-mNTN (sMRT) -
—+— CF-mMIMO systems
90 Single satellite systems (SLNR) i
—O— Single satellite systems (sMRT)
—A— Spot beam-based systems
- L
T
@
Q
=)
L
o
£
3
%)
S S
a0 Z b Z b X
30 h
20 . . . .
10 14 18 22 26 30
Rician K-factor [dB]
Fig. 7. Sum-rate as a function of Rician K-factor.

10

¥

2’ g
2,

© 6

©

s 51 —&— Proposed CF-mNTN (sZF)

ks —— Proposed CF-mNTN (sMRT)

E 4p —+— CF-mMIMO systems 1
g Single satellite systems (SLNR)
€ 3l —O— Single satellite systems (sMRT) | |
= —A— Spot beam-based systems

32 48 64 80 96 112 128
Number of antennas
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to reduced beamforming uncertainty (see (19)). Furthermore,
when the Rician K-factor is high (e.g., & = 30dB), the per-
formance of CF-mNTN and that of conventional CF-rmMIMO
becomes similar as the random NLOS component of the LEO
satellite channel becomes negligible.

Fig. 8 shows the minimum data rate as a function of
the number of antennas /N. We see that the proposed
CF-mNTN significantly improves the minimum data rate over
the conventional schemes. For example, when N = 64,
CF-mNTN using sMRT precoding achieves 8.3%, 350%,
373%, and 529% minimum data rate improvements over the
CF-mMIMO system using iMRT precoding, the single satellite
systems using SLNR precoding and sMRT precoding, and
the spot beam-based system, respectively. We also observe
that the data rate gains of CF-mNTN increase with the
number of antennas. In general, as the number of anten-
nas increases, the correlations between the channel vectors
of different UEs decrease. Considering that the key factor
hindering the performance of CF-mNTN is IUI, it is clear
that CF-mNTN would be more effective in massive MIMO
regime.

To observe the performance variation of CF-mNTN under
different system parameters, Fig. 9 shows the minimum data
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rate of CF-mNTN under three different scenarios: 1) a dense
environment with (L, K, N) = (30,14,96); 2) a moder-
ate environment with (L, K, N) = (20, 10, 64); and 3) a sparse
environment with (L, K, N) = (10,6,32). The performance
of CF-mNTN is maximized in dense environments where
the numbers of satellites, UEs, and antennas are large. This
demonstrates that CF-mNTN is an effective means to ensure
seamless connectivity in LEO satellite mega-constellation
systems.

Fig. 10 shows the cumulative distributions of the num-
ber of iterations needed for the convergence of the inner
layer iteration (SCA-based power allocation), outer layer
iteration (reweighted ¢2-norm approximation), and total satel-
lite clustering and power allocation algorithm. We observe
that both SCA-based power allocation and reweighted /5-
norm approximation converge within 20 iterations. We also
observe that the proposed algorithm converges within
35 iterations.

VII. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we proposed a user-centric cooperative com-
munication framework called CF-mNTN for xG LEO satellite
mega-constellation systems. In contrast to the conventional
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beam-centric systems where each UE is served by a single
regional spot beam, in CF-mNTN, each UE is served by a
cooperative group of LEO satellites. Since the LEO satellite
clusters are dynamically organized based on the UE’s commu-
nication environments, the handover frequency is substantially
reduced. Moreover, since the inter-satellite interference is
mitigated through the user-centric satellite clustering and
cooperative power control, both the spectral efficiency and
coverage are enhanced significantly. An intriguing feature of
CF-mNTN is that we exploit only the statistical CSI for
the satellite cooperation, data transmission, and reception.
We demonstrated from the achievable rate analysis that the
proposed CF-mNTN achieves higher achievable rates com-
pared to the conventional CF-mMIMO system relying on
the instantaneous CSI owing to the LOS-dominant and fast-
varying characteristics of the LEO satellite channel. Also,
from the numerical evaluations on realistic xG LEO satel-
lite communication environments, we showed that CF-mNTN
is very effective in improving the spectral efficiency and
coverage.

APPENDIX A
PROOF OF THEOREM 1

For brevity, we denote the complex gain g;; € C of the
LEO satellite channel h; ;, as

gLk 2 JRIEULE PR SorE o g (59)
Then, g; ;. ~ CN (my k, vy ) where
myy 2 RLROLE €7k (60)

Using g, hyr in (8) can be rewritten as h; . = g ra; k.
Also, we denote vy ; as the effective channel gain as

Z pl,ngkaEkwl7j . (61)

leL;

A H
Yeg =Y prihiw; =
lE[,j

Using yy,j, we can rewrite the desired signal, the beamforming
uncertainty, and the IUI terms in (18)-(20) as

W = Vo E{Ykx} (62)
= VPeYik — VPs E{Yi} (63)
Ylkltj = V/PtYk,j - (64)

Next, we prove the statement in Theorem 1.
Proof: In CF-mNTN, w,j is a deterministic vector so the
mean and variance of vy ; are computed as

E{yk;} = Z DL KA WL (65)
IGE]‘
2
Vivei} = > i ouk|aiyw| (66)
leﬁj

By substituting w; . with w;}*T and wj%" in (9) and (11),
respectively, we obtain the des1red results in (22). X

APPENDIX B
PROOF OF THEOREM 2

Proof: Using h;;, = g ra;, and the definition of wIMRT

in (46), E{yy ;} of CF-mMIMO system is computed as

E{yk,;}

= Dl j—F— (67)
rec;  \JE{IIh;l3}
5 PLja)an; (mmE{g?‘,k} + Uz,jaijz,}lE{C})
lec, V(R +@4.5)v,
(68)
-y eIt R RT 00k +/U%L5k 5
= bi,j a; ai;
lec; N(kij + @15,5)
(69)
where c is a random variable defined as
K
ctgly <9l,j - Zw?wjmz,ial,i) (70)
i=1

K
1
* H ~
=g Vi ;g —ma) ar; + nl,k:) . (7D

Note that (71) is from the definition of yl’j in (40). Also,
V{vk,;} of CF-mMIMO system is computed as

2V{mlugl kT VLA JV ‘c}

N(kr,; + 215,5) 1,5

Vive,} = Z pij|aikal

leL;
(72)
pl |a lkalj|
) leZL‘: N “l: +T15,5) v (‘ml’j e
+uial; Vi Vi Vija,
+ 23?{ml’jvl7j@0v{gf’k, c} Vzglal’j}) (73)
where (73) is from the property that V{x +y} = V{x} +

V{y} + 2R{Cov{x,y}}. From (71), V{c} is computed as

K
Vic} =) i, |” Vgh (g — i)} asiall

i1
+V{g/ i} (74)
K 9 0_2
= (|ml,k|2+vl,k)<2|¢?¢j‘ Ul,ial,ia?i'anIN)
i=1 ¢
(75)
= (|muk)*+ vie) Vi (76)

where (75) is from the facts that V{glk (81i — M) } =
(|ml k —&-vl k)vl ; foralli € K and V{gl knl k} = (|ml k|2
vy k) —n I ~N. Also, (76) is from the definition of V; ; in (44).
Slmllarly, we can obtain

Cov{g/.c} =0x.

(77)
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By plugging (76) and (77) into (73), we obtain

Z D ]|al kalu| (/{ S
1,3V, Yk
iez, Nk + 5o

Vv, }t =

2 H —1
+ v (FLkvne + vik) ag; Vi al,j) (78)

ULk 2
=) pi N <1+ )|a§kal,j\ (79)
le[lj

Ki,kT1,5,5
Kij + 15,

where (78) and (79) are from |ml’k|2 = KU and

155 = vija;;V,; ;. Finally, by plugging (69) and (79)

to (62)-(64) and then into (47), we obtain the desired

result. X
APPENDIX C

PROOF OF PROPOSITION 1

Proof: When N is sufficiently large, the IUI term Y
becomes zero due to the mutual orthogonality |al kal ]‘
Noy ; (see (61) and (64)). Also, we can rewrite V; L as

-1 H o -1
= (Al + ) (80)
t
2 1
_ @(IN—AZ(;“Z‘Z_,3+NIN> AF) 1)
(o) t ’
where A, £ [aj1ai2 - a k] and X, £ diag

(| e v, (5 ?va, - -+ [Y k|, k). Then, 5k

can be rewritten as

= UkQ ]V aj i (82)

_Man (1o A (s 4 Nry) Al
_ﬁal’j N— la l’k-i- N U lak

(83)

L1,5,k

N Nv i
=0 p—. 84
]’kvaz,k + 02 (84)

By plugging (84) into (51), we obtain the desired results. X

APPENDIX D
PROOF OF PROPOSITION 2

Proof: In the regime where SNR and N are high, pi N > o2
holds true so one can effectively approximate Uuj, as

u, = ~ Pk (89)
leLy, leLy,
Also, from the definition of cmin, we have n Nv; j, > aminaﬁ

NNk Qmin
neNvy k+02 = amin+1

and ) = . Using these, we obtain

tk L
tk: T + 2up
Qmin Z 2 RKminVlk
teLe Pl s+l
> e (86)

Qmin

Dmin7lk 2
T tes Pl it T 2 Xty PLRVLK
Kmin®min

- Wmin“)(“min“jr ;- (87)

Kmin®min

(Kmin+1)(min+1)
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By comparing g« and rj, we obtain

qgiﬂk:*ZPZk,/fﬂﬁm (88)
le[l
< 2/€mm > /LR (89)
leLy,
! (90)
= o
2/€min b

Finally, by using (87), (90), and the condition Ky = 3+ 1 R
we obtain the desired result in (58) as

Omin

2
2K in @min

ri(th o) Gomint 1) (@min T 1) o)

(@i @e) (Bpae +2up) ~ oy + 2

2(3amint+1)?
(4amin+1)(@min+1)
= (3amin+1)min +2 (92)
(4amin+1)(@min+1)

1802 .+ 120min + 2

1102, + 1o + 2
>1. 94)
X
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