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Abstract

We have discovered a triply eclipsing triple-star system, TIC 290061484, with the shortest known outer period,
Pout, of only 24.5 days. This “eclipses” the previous record set by A Tauri at 33.02 days, which held for 68 yr. The
inner binary, with an orbital period of P;, = 1.8 days, produces primary and secondary eclipses and exhibits
prominent eclipse timing variations with the same periodicity as the outer orbit. The tertiary star eclipses, and is
eclipsed by, the inner binary with pronounced asymmetric profiles. The inclinations of both orbits evolve on
observable timescales such that the third-body eclipses exhibit dramatic depth variations in TESS data. A
photodynamical model provides a complete solution for all orbital and physical parameters of the triple system,
showing that the three stars have masses of 6.85, 6.11, and 7.90 M., radii near those corresponding to the main
sequence, and T.g in the range of 21,000-23,700 K. Remarkably, the model shows that the triple is in fact a
subsystem of a hierarchical 2+1+1 quadruple with a distant fourth star. The outermost star has a period of
~3200 days and a mass comparable to the stars in the inner triple. In ~20 Myr, all three components of the triple
subsystem will merge, undergo a Type II supernova explosion, and leave a single remnant neutron star. At the time
of writing, TIC 290061484 is the most compact triple system and one of the tighter known compact triples (i.e.,
Pou/Pin=13.7).

Unified Astronomy Thesaurus concepts: Multiple stars (1081); Binary stars (154); Eclipsing binary stars (444);
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Close binary stars (254)

1. Introduction

Binary stars are ubiquitous in the Galaxy, with more than
half of the Sun-like stars having a stellar companion, in many
cases more than one (e.g., D. Raghavan et al. 2010; A. Toko-
vinin 2021, and references therein). In fact, the nearest star to
the Sun—Proxima Centauri (R. T. A. Innes 1917)—is part of
the a Centauri triple system (P. Kervella et al. 2017). The
Proxima Centauri system is rather wide, and all three
components are visually resolved. The inner binary, composed
of o Centauri A and B, has an orbital period of nearly 80 yr,
while Proxima takes about 550,000 yr to complete one orbit
around the common center of mass. With an outer orbital
eccentricity of about 0.5, the physical separation between the

Original content from this work may be used under the terms

BY of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 licence. Any further
distribution of this work must maintain attribution to the author(s) and the title
of the work, journal citation and DOI.

inner binary and the outer tertiary is about 4300 au at periastron
and up to 13,000 au at apastron (P. Kervella et al. 2017). Quite
a wide orbit indeed—Proxima Centauri is nearly 0.1 1t-yr closer
to Earth than a Centauri A and B. Thus, it is perhaps
unsurprising that it was not until recently that the triple nature
of the system was demonstrated with high confidence (P. Ker-
vella et al. 2017).

Triple-star systems cover an enormous range of physical
parameters, stellar types, and orbital configurations. The long-
period ones, like o Centauri, represent one end of the spectrum
where the interactions between the individual components
occur on such colossal timescales that a human observer is
unlikely to witness an exciting event. By contrast, compact,
short-period systems that reside at the other end of the spectrum
of stellar triples can exhibit a multitude of detectable dynamical
interactions, in many cases quite dramatic. Naturally, the
shorter the outer period, the stronger the interactions between
the individual components, such that the most interesting
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Figure 1. Tightness of triply eclipsing triple systems (Poy,/P;,) as a function of
the system compactness. A Tau (marked by a blue symbol) is not triply
eclipsing, but it is otherwise such a noteworthy benchmark system that we
include it for reference. TIC 290061484, announced here and highlighted with
a large open circle, is the most compact triple system known to date.

systems are usually those with outer orbital periods of less than
1000 days—typically referred to as compact hierarchical triples
(CHTs; e.g., T. Borkovits et al. 2020; A. Tokovinin 2021).

CHTs that are also triply eclipsing, i.e., where the tertiary
star eclipses, and is eclipsed by, the inner binary, are
exceptionally valuable because they often enable a complete
diagnosis of the system parameters. The stellar masses, radii,
T.sr, and ages of these systems can be accurately determined, as
can the complete set of orbital parameters, including the outer
period and eccentricity and the mutual inclination angle.
Remarkably, most of these can be estimated without radial
velocity (RV) measurements. Instead, one can utilize various
effects encoded in the information-rich eclipse timing varia-
tions (ETVs; ie., light-travel time delays, dynamical delays,
dynamically driven apsidal motion, and forced precession of
the orbital planes) and in the timing and profile of the tertiary
eclipses (e.g., T. Borkovits et al. 2020; S. A. Rappaport et al.
2022, 2023, 2024; T. Borkovits 2022, and references therein).

The technique of using such information from a multistellar
object, coupled with a comprehensive ‘“photodynamical”
modeling analysis, was pioneered by J. A. Carter et al.
(2011) for the case of the triple star KOI-126 found with
Kepler. The model enabled subpercent-precision measurements
of the masses and radii of the stars in KOI-126, which was
particularly valuable for the M dwarfs of the inner binary.
Compared to the relative handful of triply eclipsing triples that
were known from the Kepler mission (T. Borkovits et al. 2016),
TESS has already enabled the discovery of dozens of such
systems (e.g., T. Borkovits et al. 2019a, 2020; S. A. Rappaport
et al. 2022, 2023). These systems inform theoretical formation
models indicating that such compact, and typically flat,
multiples likely form and evolve differently compared to their
wider counterparts (e.g., A. Tokovinin 2021; J. A. Docobo
et al. 2021).

Yet, despite the large leap in the state of our knowledge of
CHTs enabled by these discoveries, one thing had remained
unchanged since the 1950s. For more than 68 yr, A\ Tauri has
reigned supreme as the CHT with the shortest outer period—
33.02days (E. G. Ebbighausen & O. Struve 1956). As
highlighted in Figure 1, two systems came close to dethroning
it—KOI-126 in 2011 (outer period of 33.92 days) and HD
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144548 in 2015 (outer period of 33.95 days; R. Alonso et al.
2015). Two other CHTs were dynamically tighter (smaller
Pou/Pin), but nothing came even close to pushing the record to
much shorter outer periods.'” Today, thanks to NASA’s TESS
mission, we were able to do so with the discovery and
confirmation of TIC 290061484—a triply eclipsing CHT with
an outer period of only 24.5 days, nearly 9 days shorter than
that of A Tauri.

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we provide
an overview of the system, outline the initial discovery, and
discuss the observations. Section 3 presents a comprehensive
photometric-dynamical solution of the system properties. We
highlight the stellar and orbital properties of this system in
Section 4, and we discuss our results in Section 5.

2. Discovery, Observational Material, and Preliminary
Analysis

2.1. Discovery

We are continuously searching through the TESS full-frame
image (FFI) photometry data for triple-star and higher-order
multiple-star systems (see, e.g., T. Borkovits et al. 2020;
S. A. Rappaport et al. 2022; T. Borkovits 2022; S. A. Rappap-
ort et al. 2023, 2024; V. B. Kostov et al. 2024), generally
following a three-stage process.

In the first phase, we download the FFIs from the Mikulski
Archive for Space Telescopes (MAST). Then, with target lists
assembled by using the tess-point (C. J. Burke et al. 2020)
code on the TESS Input Catalog (TIC) to determine which
sources are present in a given sector, we extract the light curves
for stars with TESS magnitude 7 < 15 mag from the raw FFIs
on the NASA Center for Climate Simulation Discover
supercomputer'® using the ELEANOR (A. D. Feinstein et al.
2019) code.

In the second phase, we use a neural network binary
classifier trained to find eclipses in TESS light curves (see
B. P. Powell et al. 2021a, 2022a; B. Powell 2022). The neural
network preselects light curves that contain eclipses or features
resembling eclipses for further visual examination. Generally,
this process results in ~1% of the total number of light curves
being preselected, such that the fraction varies slightly
depending on the density of stars in a particular sector (which
causes blending of eclipses in the light curves of neighboring
stars) and on systematic effects resembling eclipses. Thus, out
of hundreds of millions of light curves that we have produced
from TESS sectors 1-76 to date, this process has yielded
“merely” a few million for further visual survey.

In the third phase of the search, our “Visual Survey Group”
(VSG; M. H. K. Kristiansen et al. 2022) looks through these
light curves by eye for extra eclipses that might indicate third-
body eclipses in a 2+1 triple system, or extra sets of regular
eclipses that could suggest another eclipsing binary (EB),
potentially indicating a 242 quadruple system. In addition, the
VSG searches for other unusual behavior associated with the
EB such as pulsations that vary with the orbit (see, e.g.,
G. Handler et al. 2020). The visual surveying of the light
curves is done with Allan Schmitt’s LcTools and LcViewer
software (A. R. Schmitt et al. 2019). This software makes it

17 Importantly, tight triples are not necessarily compact triples. As pointed out
by T. Borkovits (2022), the triple system LHS 1070 with P /P;, = 88/18 yr
is close to the theoretical limit for dynamical stability—yet hardly compact.

18 https: //www.nccs.nasa.gov /systems /discover
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Figure 2. TESS FITSH light curve of TIC 290061484. Each panel represents a different sector. The deep regular eclipses are from the 1.792-day inner EB. The
tertiary eclipses are highlighted with red arrows. Note that the tertiary eclipse near day 2840 is difficult to see on this scale.

feasible to inspect a typical light curve in a matter of just a few
seconds.

From our searches through EB light curves obtained thus far
from the TESS observations, we have found more than 70
triply eclipsing triples (see, e.g., T. Borkovits et al. 2020;
T. Mitnyan et al. 2020; T. Borkovits et al. 2022a; S. A. Rapp-
aport et al. 2022; and S. A. Rappaport et al. 2023), over 200
eclipsing quadruples (V. B. Kostov et al. 2022, 2024), the first
fully eclipsing sextuple-star system (B. P. Powell et al. 2021a),
and other particularly unique systems (B. P. Powell et al.
2021b, 2022b). In this work we report the discovery of a new
triply eclipsing triple-star system, TIC 20061484, with an outer
orbital period of only 24.5 days—the shortest ever found by a
wide margin. The inner binary period itself is 1.792 days. This
is such an unusual system, including various kinds of
interesting dynamical effects, that we report it separately here.

2.2. The TESS Light Curve and “Extra” Eclipses

TESS observed TIC 290061484 at a cadence of 1800 s in
Sectors 15 and 16, 600 s in Sector 55, and 200 s in Sectors 56,
75, and 76 (K. G. Stassun et al. 2018). The basic parameters of
the system are listed in Table 1. Once TIC 290061484 was
noted by VSG as being special in the ELEANOR data, we
extracted a somewhat improved light curve using the FITSH
pipeline (A. Pal 2012), shown in Figure 2. The panels, arranged

vertically, each represent a different TESS sector. The eclipses
of the 1.792-day inner EB are readily apparent. In addition to
these regular eclipses detected by the neural network, one of us
(R.G.) noticed nine “extra” features (a couple of which are
quite shallow) that do not belong to the EB. These are marked
in the figure with red arrows, and their approximate times are
listed in Table 2. Closer inspection of these events revealed that
six of them occur with a spacing equal to an integer of ~24.5
days, while the remaining three events follow the same implied
underlying period, but phased by 0.37 periods (rather than
midway between the other group). This indicated a triply
eclipsing triple system where the outer orbit has an eccentricity
of ~0.2.

When we fit a linear ephemeris to the set of six eclipses
mentioned above, we find a period of 24.489 days with a
statistical uncertainty of 0.004 days. Of course, this did not
immediately confirm the triple nature of TIC 290061484, as
there is always the possibility that a second periodicity in an
EB light curve might be due to another EB that is either
physically related to the target (yet unresolved) or a resolved,
unrelated field EB that accidentally contaminates the TESS
aperture of the target. However, it was immediately clear that
this is not the case for TIC 290061484 because (i) the shapes of
the extra eclipses are quite asymmetric, (ii) one tertiary
conjunction shows two extra eclipses separated by only
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Table 1
Basic Parameters For TIC 290061484

Parameter Value Source
Identifying Information

TIC ID 290061484 1
Gaia DR3 ID 2169382208774963072 2

a (J2000, deg) 316.109369 2

6 (J2000, deg) 51.225478 2

Gaia Measurements

Jlo (mas yr— 1) —3.1094 2
fs (mas yr— ") —4.1678 2
o (mas) 0.6147 2
RUWE 1.05 2
astrometric_excess_noise (mas) 0.12 2
astrometric_excess_noise_sig 5.13 2
non_single_star 0 2
Ter (K) 15,392 2
Photometric Properties
T (mag) 12.79 1
G (mag) 14.44 2
B (mag) 18.86 1
V (mag) 16.27 1
J (mag) 10.7 3
H (mag) 9.95 3
K (mag) 9.58 3
W1 (mag) 9.4 4
W2 (mag) 9.28 4
W3 (mag) 9.22 4
W4 (mag) 7.42 4

Sources: (1) TIC-8 (K. G. Stassun et al. 2018); (2) Gaia DR3 (Gaia
Collaboration et al. 2021); (3) Two Micron All Sky Survey All-Sky Catalog of
Point Sources (M. F. Skrutskie et al. 2006); (4) AIIWISE catalog (R. M. Cutri
et al. 2012).

Table 2
Approximate Times of Third-body Events®

Event Primary® Secondary® Cycle? Deviation®
1 8728.46 1.00 —-0.33
2 8753.25 2.00 —0.03
3 9831.33 46.00 +0.54
4 9840.48 46.37 +0.58
5 10344.80 67.00 —-0.25
6 10353.98 67.37 —0.18
7 10369.38 68.00 —0.16
8 10378.60 68.37 —0.05
9 10393.89 69.00 —0.13
Notes.

 Eyeball estimates only, due to the facts that the eclipses are asymmetric,
sometimes incomplete, and not strictly periodic (i.e., they depend on the
phasing of the inner EB near the times of the outer inferior and superior
conjunctions). The uncertainty is on the order of 0.2 days.

® Times of the primary outer eclipses relative to BJD 2,450,000.

¢ Times of the secondary outer eclipses relative to BJD 2,450,000.

4 The fractional cycle numbers account for the eccentricity of the outer orbit,
eour = 0.2.

¢ The deviations (in days) from a linear ephemeris with P, = 24.489 + 0.004
days.

~0.4 days, and (iii) the ETVs in the 1.792-day EB, discussed

below, have a nonlinear periodic structure with a period of
24.5 days.
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Figure 3. 4’ x 4’ PanSTARRS image (K. C. Chambers et al. 2016) centered
on TIC 290061492. The small white contour represents one TESS pixel
(21" x 21") oriented according to Sector 16, and the large white contour
represents a 1’ x 1’ region. North is up, and east is to the left.

It is important to note that TIC 290061484 is rather close to
the Galactic midplane (b7 =2°9). A 4’ x 4 PanSTARRS
image of the region surrounding TIC 290061484 is shown in
Figure 3. The nearest resolved star is TIC 290061492, at a
separation of about 17” and Am = 5.4 mag (too faint to be the
source of either the EB or the tertiary eclipses), while the
nearest comparably bright source is TIC 290061506 at a
separation of about 43”8 and Am = 0.5 mag. Thus, contam-
ination in the TESS aperture of TIC 290061484 is quite low,
and the observed eclipse depths represent the true depths. To
pinpoint the origin of the eclipses, we performed two
complementary tests: (i) a pixel-by-pixel analysis of the TESS
light curve, and (ii) measurements of the center-of-light motion
during the detected eclipses, using the methods described in
V. B. Kostov et al. (2024, and references therein). Both tests
confirm that the target is the source of the eclipses (see
Figure 3).

2.3. Archival Data

To complement the TESS observations of TIC 290061484,
we investigated the archival photometry from ASAS-SN
(C. S. Kochanek et al. 2017), ATLAS (A. N. Heinze et al.
2018), and Zwicky Transient Facility (ZTF; M. J. Graham et al.
2019). There are insufficient ZTF observations to be useful for
the purpose of tracking the outer eclipses. The ASAS-SN
database contains 2350 observations, but the source is too faint
(G = 14.4 mag) to detect even the 1.792-day EB. The ATLAS
database contains 2800 observations. To analyze these, we first
removed the eclipses of the inner binary by subtracting 50
harmonics of the 1.792-day eclipse structure and then subjected
the cleaned data set to a box-fitting least squares (BLS)
transform (G. Kovécs et al. 2002) covering the period range
1-1000 days. The BLS analysis shows that the highest peak in
the period range of 10-100days occurs at a period of
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24.498 + 0.005 days. A point-wise fold of the cleaned ATLAS
data about this period is shown in Figure 4.

We note that only one of the two sets of outer eclipses is
detected in the ATLAS data. This is perhaps to be expected for
the following reason. Even though there is a precise underlying
outer period, the times of the outer eclipses are subject to
substantial deviations from a linear ephemeris (of ~half a day)
because those eclipses depend not only on the outer orbital
phase but also on the relative phases of the inner EB at the
times of the superior and inferior outer conjunctions. Thus, it is
perhaps not surprising that we are able to detect (weakly, at
that) only one of the two sets of outer eclipses in the
archival data.

3. Follow-up Observations of TIC 290061484
3.1. Ground-based Follow-up Observations

In order to extend the observational window for this
remarkable triple system, we initiated photometric follow-up
observations with the 80 cm RC telescope of Baja Astronom-
ical Observatory, Hungary (BAOS80), using a standard Sloan
r’-band filter. The purpose of these observations is to (i)
monitor the rapid, large-amplitude ETVs of the inner EB; (ii)
detect expected third-body eclipses and refine the photodyna-
mical solution; and (iii) characterize the prominent eclipse
depth variations of both the inner and outer eclipses. By the
time of submission of this manuscript we have just recorded
one additional new third-body eclipse. The corresponding light
curve was included in our detailed photodynamical analysis, as
discussed below.

We note that the target is fairly faint (V= 16.27 mag) and
obtaining RV measurements would be highly challenging.
However, as discussed below, we are able to determine the
parameters of the system without such measurements, and we
also detail how this has been done numerous times in the past.
Furthermore, it is important to point out that the key issue of
the outer period of the triple, which is a major focus of this
manuscript, does not depend in any way on RV measurements.

Kostov et al.

3.2. Speckle Interferometry

Additionally, to search for any wide companion in the TIC
290061484 system, we used the ‘Alopeke high-resolution
speckle imager mounted on the Gemini North 8§ m telescope
(N. J. Scott et al. 2021). ‘Alopeke provides simultaneous
speckle imaging in two bands of 562 and 832 nm. The output
data products include reconstructed images in the two bands
and robust contrast limits for companion detections. Twelve
sets of 1000 x 0.06 s exposures, with an electron multiplying
charge-coupled device (EMCCD) gain of 1000, were collected
for TIC 290061484, as well as three sets of 1000 x 0.06 s
exposures with an EMCCD gain of 10 for the point-spread
function (PSF) standard star HR 8072. The PSF standard-star
observations were taken immediately after TIC 290061484,
and the observations were subjected to Fourier analysis in our
standard reduction pipeline (S. B. Howell et al. 2011).

Figure 5 shows the reconstructed 832 nm image and resultant
5o magnitude contrast limits obtained for the TIC 290061484
observations. TIC 290061484 was found to harbor no close
companion stars of any significant flux within the range of the
angular diffraction limit of 0”02 out to 1”2. At the distance to
TIC 290061484 (d = 1519 pc) the angular limits correspond to
spatial limits of 30-1822 au. The most stringent contrast limits
achieved by the observations were 5-7 mag for the angular
distance range 071-172.

4. Photodynamical Modeling of the System
4.1. General Description of the Code

In order to extract all of the physical and orbital parameters
of TIC 290061484, we utilized the software package LIGHT-
CURVEFACTORY (see, e.g., T. Borkovits et al. 2019a, 2020,
and references therein). The code was developed to analyze
multiple-star systems, including binaries, triples, and quadruple
stars of both the 242 and 24141 architecture. A detailed
description of the inner workings of LIGHTCURVEFACTORY,
the steps involved in the analysis procedure, and its application
to a wide range of eclipsing multistellar systems can be found
in T. Borkovits et al. (2018, 2019a, 2020, 2020) and T. Mitn-
yan et al. (2020, and references therein). Briefly, the code
contains four main features: (i) emulators for multipassband
light curve(s), the corresponding ETVs, and RVs (if available);
(i) an ability to calculate stellar masses (as proxies, in the
absence of RV measurements), radii, temperatures, and several
passband magnitudes (for fitting the net spectral energy
distribution (SED) of the system) in an iterative manner, with
the use of built-in PARSEC isochrone tables (C. T. Nguyen
et al. 2022); (iii) a seventh-order Runge-Kutta—Nystrom
numerical integrator designed to calculate the perturbed 3D
coordinates and velocities of all bodies in the system; and (iv) a
Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC)-based search routine for
determining the best-fit system parameters and corresponding
statistical uncertainties. The routine uses our custom imple-
mentation of the generic Metropolis—Hastings algorithm (see,
e.g., E. B. Ford 2005).

Essentially all the details of how LIGHTCURVEFACTORY is
used to analyze compact triply eclipsing triple systems
discovered with TESS can be found in S. A. Rappaport et al.
(2022). Here we provide only a high-level overview of the
inputs to the code and of the parameters that are either fitted or
constrained by the MCMC routine. Altogether, in the case of a
hierarchical triple configuration, there are 25-27 system
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Figure 5. Contrast curves showing the 50 magnitude limits for the 562 and 832 nm high-resolution speckle observations of TIC 290061484 Left: the reconstructed
832 nm image. Right: close companions can be excluded within 20 mas to 1”2 of TIC 290061484 at the specified contrast limits.

parameters: (i) 9 stellar parameters (3 x mass, radius, Teg), (ii)
12 orbital parameters,’® and (iii) 4 general parameters—
distance, interstellar extinction, metallicity, and age. Finally,
the code allows for passband-dependent contaminated (extra)
light ¢4.

In turn, the input information can be broadly split into two
basic categories. First, there are the “data” that include the (i)
EB eclipse profiles, (ii) tertiary eclipse profile(s), (iii) eclipse
times of the EB, (iv) archival SED values, and (v) RV
measurements (not yet available for TIC 290061484). Second,
we utilize PARSEC model stellar evolution tracks, isochrones,
and atmospheres (C. T. Nguyen et al. 2022). The evolution
tracks enable us to find the stellar radius and 7. for a given
stellar mass, age, and metallicity, while the isochrones allow us
to compute stellar magnitudes in different passbands in order to
fit the SED curve.

4.2. “Reader’s Digest” Description of the
Photodynamics Code

The entire photometric light curve and especially the eclipse
fitting using the light-curve emulator for the inner binary yield
dimensionless quantities such as Ra,/a, Rap/a, and Ta,/Tap,
as well as e, wi,, and i;,. Likewise, fitting of the outer eclipses
yields another independent set of such ratios—and even more,
as the profiles and timings of these outer eclipses are especially
sensitive to more of the geometrical and dynamical quantities,
including the mass ratios of both the inner and outer pairs, their
mutual inclination, and so on. In the case of tight and compact
systems, where the gravitational third-body interactions perturb
the motions of all three stars on very short timescales (weeks
and months), several further parameters can be inferred with
great accuracy, including even the individual masses, which
affect the timescales of such variations. This is especially true
when both orbits are eccentric and the two orbital planes are
inclined to each other, as is the case for TIC 290061484.

19 In the case of available RV data, the systemic RV can be added as another
parameter.

The SED fitting, given a Gaia distance, relates the absolute
stellar radii and T.¢ values to the composite system fluxes,
which can be matched to the SED. In turn, for a given chemical
composition, the stellar masses and system age are directly
given by the radii and T values, and vice versa, via the stellar
evolution tracks.

Finally, the ETV fitting from the binary eclipse timing, among
other things, yields the same information as RV studies that would
follow the gamma velocity of the binary; this measures the orbit of
the binary center of mass around the tertiary star. But, in addition to
that, there are other dynamical effects encoded in the ETV curve,
e.g., which again determine such things as the eccentricity of both
orbits, the orientation of the two orbits relative to each other and to
the observer, and also both mass ratios. The latter effects are
basically due to the way in which the tertiary star periodically alters
the period of the inner binary. In most cases, the latter effect is
unmeasureable with RV studies.

All these effects are extensively documented and verified in
the various references given in Section 4.1.

4.3. Detailed Description of the Photodynamical Analysis of
TIC 290061484

To model the light curve of TIC 290061484, we used the FFI
FITSH photometry (A. Pal 2012). To save computational time,
we binned the 200 and 600s cadence data to 30-minute
cadence,” and we only used the 0?15 phase-domain regions
around the EB eclipses. However, whenever a data segment
contains a third-body (i.e., “outer”) eclipse, we keep the data
for an entire binary period before and after the first and last
contacts of that particular third-body eclipse.

‘We note that the lack of RV data does not prevent derivations of
absolute stellar masses, temperatures, and radii. The light curve of a
triply eclipsing triple contains a wealth of information that encodes
combinations of the stellar masses. Additionally, the ETV curve

20 While LIGHTCURVEFACTORY is able to handle directly finite exposure
times, we found that finite exposure (more strictly speaking cadence) time
corrections were unnecessary to apply even for the 30-minute-cadence light
curves, due to the relatively long durations of both the inner and outer eclipses
compared to the cadence times.
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and (to a lesser extent) the light curve contain signatures of the
dynamical delays that probe the mutual inclination and most of the
inner and outer orbital elements.”' In turn, these depend primarily
on ¢oy and, through higher-order perturbations, on ¢;, (see,
e.g., T. Borkovits et al. 2015). Additionally, the geometry and
timing of the outer eclipses provide significant information
about the ratio of gou/qin (see Appendix A of T. Borkovits
et al. 2013). The inner and outer eclipses constrain Ra, ab/din
and Ra, abB/dour Tespectively, and their combination leads to
the abovementioned ratio of mass ratios.

To compensate for the lack of spectroscopically determined
temperatures and metallicities, we combine SED-derived
estimates of absolute temperatures (as employed by, e.g.,
N. J. Miller et al. 2020 and K. G. Stassun & G. Torres 2016)
with the results of the simultaneous light-curve fits. The latter
provide combinations of the ratios of the surface brightnesses
and, hence, indirectly the absolute temperatures of the three
stars. We note that the ratio of the surface brightnesses of the
inner EB components can be obtained not only from the mutual
eclipses of the inner components but also from the tertiary
eclipses. Hence, from a light curve containing both inner and
outer eclipses, the information that can be extracted is not
simply the sum of the parameters that can be determined from
two independent eclipsing light curves but much more.

Finally, we combine the SED information with theoretical,
coeval stellar isochrones that provide information on the radii
and T of the stars (assuming that the three stars have the same
age) and also on the masses for a given age.”” And, of course,
knowledge of the masses sets the size scales of the system,
which then provides for absolute determinations of semimajor
axes and stellar radii.

5. System Parameters

In the first stage of our analysis we searched for a
photodynamical solution without the use of any additional
astrophysical constraints such as the system SED or the use
of PARSEC tables to constrain stellar masses, radii, and
temperatures. In such a manner we have found some seemingly
good solutions, but without very accurate information about the
individual stellar masses and temperatures. Nonetheless, we
were able to find good constraints on such dimensionless
quantities as the mass and temperature ratios, as well as the
fractional stellar radii.

We quickly realized, however, that our astrophysically uncon-
strained model was clearly unphysical, which led to the following
problem. The two (robustly obtained) mass ratios of ¢;, = 0.89 and
Gout = 0.58 revealed that the tertiary star should be more massive by
~10% than the primary of the inner EB, and hence it is formally
the most massive star in the triple, though not by much. Despite this
fact, our solution resulted in a largely oversized tertiary star and, at
the same time, substantially smaller, almost spherical stars for the
inner binary.” Moreover, the tertiary star’s effective temper-
ature was found to be very close to that of the primary of the

2 general, the measured modulations in the ETVs also depend on the
LTTE, which is equivalent to an SB1 RV measurement of the outer orbit. For
the case of TIC 290061484, the LTTE is almost negligible relative to the
dynamical delays.

2 Naturally, such masses are no longer independent of astrophysical
assumptions and, hence, may be somewhat inferior to those dynamical masses
that can be directly inferred from high-quality RV data (see, e.g., T. Borkovits
et al. 2020; T. Borkovits 2022).

23 The latter finding comes from the fact that the inner EB exhibits only minor
ELVs during the out-of-eclipse sections.
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EB. At first glance, this apparent contradiction can be resolved
by assuming that the tertiary star has just evolved off the main
sequence (MS), while the EB’s primary is still close to the
zero-age MS (ZAMS). However, the problem with this
interpretation is that we were unable to find a suitable
combination of masses, ages, and metallicities that would have
resolved all these contradictions. In other words, either the
primary of the inner EB became too large, producing a more
significant ellipsoidal light variation (ELV) on the light curve
(in contradiction with the TESS observations), or the tertiary
star was not large enough (and, moreover, it was too hot) for a
satisfactory solution.

To resolve this issue, we employed two different strategies:
(i) we allowed for the tertiary to be older than the two inner
binary members and adjusted the age of the tertiary star
independent of the age of the binary, and (ii) we allowed for a
significant amount of extra light contamination of the system,
which enabled a coeval solution.

Yet even after allowing for these two possibilities, a
significant additional issue remained unresolved. Specifically,
as one can notice in Figure 6, the medians of the TESS Year 2,
4, and 6 ETVs are offset relative to each other. The origin of
such a period variation might be intrinsic (i.e., astrophysical),
such as mass transfer between the binary components, mass
loss, or some kind of magnetic effects (e.g., J. H. Appleg-
ate 1992). The physics of these phenomena and their
mathematical form, as they are manifested in an ETV curve,
are summarized in N. Nanouris et al. (2011, 2015). Such effects
are less likely in the current system, due to the detached nature
of the inner binary, as well as to the fact that these are hot stars
and, thus, we do not expect strong magnetic fields. Therefore,
in the current situation, it is more likely that the additional
timing variations are caused by some extra dynamical effects.
These might have arisen either (i) from some higher-order
dynamical perturbations and, perhaps, some interactions
between dynamical and tidally forced apsidal motion or, the
simpler and more likely assumption, (ii) from the effect of an
additional, more distant, fourth companion star.

First, we checked the former case. Satisfactory modeling of
these effects, however, required very strong fine-tuning of the
system parameters.”* Hence, to make it easier for LIGHT-
CURVEFACTORY to find a satisfactory ETV solution, we
allowed the code to adjust the first apsidal motion constant (k,)
for the two members of the inner binary. This solution resulted
in k4 = 0.022 + 0.002 and k3> = 0.006 & 0.003. While the
latter value is theoretically acceptable, the large value obtained
for the primary star appears to contradict the models for such
hot MS stars (see, e.g., A. Claret 2023).

Finally, however, we realized that we can obtain a much
better ETV solution and resolve all the other problems
discussed above, i.e., the large extra light contamination, the
unphysical apsidal motion constant for the primary of the EB,
and even the non-coeval evolution issue, by assuming that this
extremely compact triple system is actually a subsystem of a
quadruple system of (241)+1 hierarchy. In other words, we
hypothesize that the system contains a fourth, somewhat more
distant star, which (i) produces the missing flux (~20%-25%
of the total flux) and, moreover, (ii) generates a light-travel time

2 Formerly, we have detected and successfully modeled the effects of such
higher-order perturbations in the ETV curves of some tight and compact
hierarchical triple and quadruple systems (T. Borkovits & T. Mitnyan 2023;
T. Pribulla et al. 2023).
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Figure 6. Left: primary and secondary ETVs of the inner binary constructed from the TESS FITSH data. The three panels each cover two sectors of TESS data (as
labeled in the lower left corners), i.e., about two cycles of the outer orbit. Red (blue) points represent primary (secondary) eclipses. The smooth curves are model fits
from the photodynamical analysis (see Section 4). The vertical dashed and dotted—dashed lines represent the locations of TESS observed eclipses where the binary
eclipses the distant tertiary and vice versa, respectively. The lower panels represent the corresponding residuals. Right: same as the left panel, but zoomed out to cover
an interval of about 8 yr. The black sinusoidal curve represents the pure LTTE contribution. This nicely illustrates that on a yearly timescale the ETV is chiefly
dominated by the third-body perturbation effects (including the dynamically driven apsidal motion as well, but on a bit longer timescale, the LTTE, caused primarily

by the fourth component, becomes dominant).

effect (LTTE; and, to a lesser extent, four-body perturbations)
that may well explain the longer-term structure of the ETV
curve. Hence, we switched LIGHTCURVEFACTORY into its
(24+1)+1 quadruple-type mode, fixed the apsidal motion
constants of the inner pair at a physically realistic value
(k{AAD = 0,01), and reiterated the entire photodynamical
analysis with these settings. The four-star model produced an
excellent fit to all available data and indeed settled all the
abovementioned issues associated with the initial three-star
model.

In this regard, we note that it is not exceptional that a tight
triple system has a more distant fourth stellar component as
well. One example is the HIP 41431 system (T. Borkovits et al.
2019b), observed by the K2 mission. The tight triple nature of
this system was identified independently via spectroscopic RV
analysis of the three inner stars (with orbital periods of
P;, =2.9 days and P,,,;q = 59 days, respectively), as well as the
ETV analysis of the innermost eclipsing pair. Then, historical
RV measurements led to the certain discovery of a fourth
component star on a wider orbit with a period of Py, = 3.9 yr,
the presence of which was also confirmed with follow-up
eclipse timing measurements (T. Borkovits et al. 2019b).

In Table 3 we present the results for the system parameters
(stellar and orbital) obtained from the photodynamical fit for
this (2+1)+1 quadruple model. The following subsection
discusses the results. The definitions of the parameters in
Table 3 are listed in Table 4.

5.1. Discussion of the (2+1)+1 Quadruple Model Solution

Our results show that TIC 290061484 contains four massive
stars: Ma, =6.85+0.15My; and Mu,=6.11£0.15Mg,
representing the inner binary Aa+Ab; Mg =7.90 + 0.27 M,
representing the tertiary star B; and, bringing up the outer 2+1
+1 configuration, the much more weakly constrained quatern-
ary star C with Mc = 6.01 £ 0.5 Mg, The corresponding stellar
radii are not too far from the ZAMS, at R, =3.08 £0.06 R,
Rab=2.80£0.06 R., Rg=3.5£0.12 R, and Rc = 2.78 +
0.22 R.. Not surprisingly, the stars are quite hot, with

Taa=22154 £ 300K, Ta,=20877+400K, Tp=23703+
400K, and Tc=20690 + 1000 K. The system is young, at
t~1.4 x 10" yr old.

We find a photometric distance to the system of
d=1519 £ 39 pc with a very large color excess of E(B — V)
=2.90 £ 0.01 mag, which leads to extreme extinctions, as
Ay=x=179 or, A~ 6.7. Our distance is in essentially perfect
agreement with the Gaia DR3-derived purely geometric
distance of 1502 £41 pc (C. A. L. Bailer-Jones et al. 2021).
In our interpretation, this result provides strong support for our
quadruple system hypothesis.

The extreme extinction to this source, which is located near
the Galactic midplane at £’/ =91° and b" =2°9, makes the
SED fitting difficult. As noted above, the photodynamical
analysis indicates that Ay ~7.9. This is at least qualitatively
consistent with the hydrogen column density (to infinity) of
Ny =1.03 x 10> cm 2 provided by HEASARC.” Using a
conversion factor of Ny(cm %) ~2.21 x 10*'Ay, (T. Giiver &
F. Ozel 2009), we would estimate an Ay value that could be in
the vicinity of 5.

TIC 290061484 has a significant mutual inclination of
imae = 9°2 = 0°5. As a natural consequence, both the inner and
outer orbital planes precess with a (theoretical) period of
Proge =2.40 £ 0.2 yr. This means that the normal vectors of
the inner and outer orbital planes (i.e., their orbital angular
momentum vectors) move along the surfaces of cones with
half-angles of i =8°5 + 0%4 and i&" = 1277 £ 0205
around the normal of the invariable plane of the whole triple
subsystem (i.e., the net orbital angular momentum vector of the
inner triple) with that period.”®

The photodynamical model fits to the three segments of ETV
results are shown in Figure 6. Each panel contains the ETVs
from two adjacent sectors of TESS data, i.e., about 55 days in
duration. Thus, the dominant nonlinear behavior will occur on
the timescale of the orbital period of the inner triple, and

= https: / /heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov /cgi-bin/Tools/w3nh/w3nh.pl?
Here we consider the spin angular momenta of the three stars to be
negligible.
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Orbital and Astrophysical Parameters from the Joint 2+1+1 Quadruple Photodynamical Light Curve, ETV, and SED and PARSEC Isochrone Solutions

Orbital Elements

Subsystem

Aa—Ab A-B AB-C
1o (BID —2,400,000) 58711.0
P* (days) 1.79364 1090013 24.6347 5003 32054149
a (R.) 14.5913:11 98.18+9¢8 27344102
e 0.002503:99033 0201193933 0.447917
w (deg) 151713 922434 155133
i (deg) 85.507937 94.437913 8234
T inf/sw (BJD -2,400,000) 58713.034070003) 58728.733+0 943" -
7 (BID —2,400,000) 58712.442+9319 58704.228+0483 58931478
Q (deg) 0.0 170989 —1*%
(imu)a .. (deg) 0 917582 2971}
(imu)B—... (deg) 91783 0 33t
" (deg) 332+ 272138 334422
" (deg) 23+ 2741} 6.1717
Q" (deg) 48%133 129*78, 301432,
iiny (deg) 84735
Qiny (deg) —115
Mass ratio [q = Miee/Mpri] 0.89019913 0.61059912 0.28870:517
Ky (km s™') 193.4433 778713 9.917
Keeo (kms™") 217.1%34 127.4*)} 353744

Apsidal and Nodal Motion Related Parameters

Papse (Y1) 2757913 15.60%014 37124533537
P () 134258 2264013 389303
Pre ) 2407634 4306134
Awsp, (arcsec cycle™) 4448+13 3866013710 291144
Awgr (arcsec cycle™) 7334911 1.83479:938 0.0999:93
Awyge (arcsec cycle") 296f|12 0.939t8;8§§’ 0.0016f8j88(1]g

Stellar Parameters

Aa Ab

Relative Quantities

Fractional radius (R/a)
Temperature relative to (Tef )aa
Fractional flux (in TESS band)
Fractional flux (in SLOAN r’ band)

0.2111+39939 0.1922+3:00%1

1 0.94261 53083
02478700054 0.186600037
0.2469+00065 0.1843 50053

0035600010
1.0707+59199
0.3601°99333

0.35967003%

0.00102730060%
0.9351+0:038¢
0.1804+0:9393
0.1779+39%1

Physical Quantities

M (M)

R (Re)
Terr (K)
Loor (L)
Mbo]

My

log g (dex)

6.85379:434
3.0774004

6.1061 362
2.80310:033

221541292 208871383
2
20301133 13391133
~3.50+0% —3.05%049
—1.29%993 —0.98+3:0
42950011 4.327000)

7.9037033%
3.49910:9%8
237033}
34824329
4080
—1.70*349
4248301

6.009703%
277958314
206907847
1271439
—2.99+038
—0.9479%7
43315993

Global System Parameters

log(age) (dex)

[M/H] (dex)

E(B — V) (mag)

Extra light £, (in TESS band)
Extra light £, (in SLOAN r’ band)
(My) o1

Distance (pc)

711674173
—0.39473:0%
290173613
0.018593
0.02850:0%]
—2.7768%
1519439

Note.

 These are the instantaneous osculating periods, referred to time 7,. The long-term mean “observational” period for the triple is 24.498 -+ 0.005 days.
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Table 4

Definitions of the Parameters Listed in Table 3
Parameter” Definition
to Epoch time for osculating elements
P Orbital period
a Orbital semimajor axis
e Orbital eccentricity
w Argument of periastron (of secondary)
i Orbital inclination angle
T inf/sup Time of conjunction of the secondary®
T Time of periastron passage
Q Longitude of the node relative to

the node of the inner orbit

imut Mutual inclination angle®
q Mass ratio (secondary /primary)
Ko “K” velocity amplitude of primary
Kiee “K” velocity amplitude of secondary
R/a Stellar radius divided by semimajor axis
Tett/ Tett. Aa Temperature relative to EB primary
Fractional flux Stellar contribution in the given band
M Stellar mass
R Stellar radius
Tetr Stellar effective temperature
Lo Stellar bolometric luminosity
My Stellar absolute bolometric magnitude
My, Stellar absolute visual magnitude
logg log surface gravity (cgs units)
[M/H] log metallicity abundance to H, by mass
EB-YV) Color excess in B — V bands
Extra light, ¢4 Contaminating flux in the given band
(My ) ot System absolute visual magnitude
Distance Distance to the source
Notes.

4 The units for the parameters are given in Table 3.

® The superscript of “inf/sup” indicates inferior vs. superior conjunctions. (By
default we give inferior conjunctions. Superior conjunctions are indicated by an
asterisk.)

¢ More explicitly, this is the angle between the orbital planes of the inner
binary and the outer triple orbit.

therefore there should be approximately two cycles in each
panel. And, indeed, this is what we see. The semimajor axis of
the EB orbit about the triple’s center of mass is only about
33 R, Therefore, the classical LTTE will have an amplitude of
only ~0.0009 days. However, we can see from Figure 6 that
the modulation amplitude of the ETV curves is nearly an order
of magnitude larger. The explanation for this is that the ETV
behavior is largely the result of dynamical delays caused by the
varying distance of the EB to the tertiary star (see, e.g.,
S. Rappaport et al. 2013).

From the overall photodynamical fit, which includes the ETV
curves as a major constraint on the system parameters, we find
that the inner binary is nearly circular, with very small—but
significant—nonzero eccentricity of e;, = 0.0025 4 0.0003. This
can be readily seen in the small, but varying, offsets of the
secondary eclipses relative to a photometric phase of 0.5 (i.e.,
relative to the primary eclipses) in the three segments of the
measured ETVs (Figure 6). This offset is a manifestation of the
mainly third-body-forced, dynamical apsidal motion. As high-
lighted in the “Apsidal and Nodal Motion Related Parameters”
section of Table 3, the tidally forced apsidal motion contribution
is about 6%, and hence it is nonnegligible. In contrast, the

10
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relativistic contribution to the apsidal motion is nearly two orders
of magnitude smaller and, thus, negligible. The theoretical net
period of the apsidal motion is extremely short,
Papse=2.8£0.1yr (see Table 3), and its effects are readily
visible in the longer-timescale ETVs (Figure 6).

The most dominant property of the ETV curve on the longer
timescales, however, is the abovementioned extra offset
between the different years of TESS observations for which
our fourth-body assumption provides a natural explanation. In
Figure 6, besides the full photodynamical ETV solution for
both the primary and secondary eclipses (red and blue,
respectively), we also show the LTTE contribution caused by
the orbit of the triple subsystem around the center of mass of
the whole quadruple system (black curve). As one can see, on a
timescale of a few years, this LTTE contribution will be the
most characteristic effect. The corresponding parameters of the
outermost orbit and the fourth, more distant component are also
tabulated in Table 3.

With that said, we caution the reader that the quantitative
results for the outermost orbit and fourth star are not very well
constrained. There are several reasons for this caveat. First, an
LTTE curve (which is what we are working with for the
outermost orbit) does not contain any information about the
spatial orientation of the orbital plane of the outermost orbit;
hence, one can say nothing about its inclination and node.
Likewise, one can say very little about the mutual inclination
between any of the two orbits of the inner triple subsystem and
the outermost orbit. In the current situation one can see that the
median value for the mutual inclination between the middle and
the outermost orbits is (igui)ap——c = 29° & 16°, which would
result in a high-amplitude precession of the orbital plane of the
inner triple subsystem. In turn, that would lead to the
disappearance of the tertiary eclipses on a timescale of
~10,000 tertiary orbits and even the binary eclipses after
another ~20,000 tertiary orbits. Such an outcome, however, is
far from certain, and long-term monitoring would be needed to
confirm or reject it.

It is important to note that some of the outermost orbital
elements (eou, Wour aNd Toup), as well as the outermost period
P,u, can be determined, at least in principle, with considerable
accuracy from the ETV curve if at least one full cycle is
observed. Naturally, the more cycles, the better the accuracy.
Unfortunately, this is not the present case, as the available
observations do not cover even a single outermost cycle.

Strictly speaking, in the current situation we cannot be
certain even about the outermost period, not to mention all the
other orbital elements. Despite this, as we have discussed in the
previous section, we are quite certain about the presence of the
fourth, more distant component. Hence, the (2+1)+1 config-
uration gualitatively seems fairly robust. Further observations
will be critical to characterize the properties of the outermost
subsystem with higher confidence.

With these cautionary remarks in mind, in what follows we
briefly discuss the immediate observational consequences of
our photodynamical solution concerning the inner triple
subsystem, regardless of the presence and properties of an
inclined fourth component.

The photodynamical model fits to the TESS light curves are
shown in Figure 7. The asymmetric profiles of some of the
tertiary events are readily seen, as well as their dramatic depth
changes between the three TESS epochs (Sectors 15-16,
Sectors 55-56, Sectors 75-76). The expected long-term light
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Figure 7. Panels 1-11, counting from top left: photodynamical model fits highlighting the tertiary eclipses of TIC 290061484 in Sectors 15, 16, 55, 56, 75, and 76.
The blue points are the TESS photometric measurements, while the red curve is the model fit. The TESS sector is marked in the lower left corner of each panel. For an
easier identification of the shallowest third-body eclipses, all tertiary events are marked with vertical arrows. Note that dashed arrows show two extremely shallow
third-body eclipses that are present on the model light curve but cannot be identified in the observations. The middle panel in the last row presents the first tertiary
event that has been detected in our ground-based photometric follow-up campaign, at BAO80. Bottom right panel: simulated long-term light curve of TIC 290061484
(red), emphasizing the expected eclipse depth changes. The dense pattern represents the EB eclipses; the thin lines extending below the pattern represent the tertiary

eclipses.

curve of the system is shown in Figure 7, showcasing the
changing eclipse depths of the inner binary due to the
precession of its orbit.

The observable consequences of the orbital plane precession
mentioned above and the corresponding periodic inclination
variations are the slightly varying eclipse depths of the inner
binary and the substantially varying depths and durations of the
tertiary eclipses between the three TESS epochs (see Figure 7).
Note, however, that besides the variations of the outer
inclination, there is another effect that plays an important role

in the duration and depth variations of the outer eclipses. This
is the Pypseour=15.7+£0.2 yr period apsidal motion of the
outer orbit. This effect results in a ~120° variation of wgy
during the ~5yr of the TESS observations (see Figure 8),
which strongly influences the phase offsets, durations, and
depths of the third-body eclipses.”’ Yet another aspect worth

7 A nice illustration of the effects of the orientation of the apsidal line to the
different properties of the eclipses can be seen in Figure 7 of T. Borkovits &
T. Mitnyan (2023).
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Figure 8. Top panel: the variations of the observable and dynamical arguments
of periastron of the inner orbit (red and black circles, respectively), as well as
the same orbital elements of the outer orbit (blue and gray curves). The vertical,
thick gray lines represent the midtimes of the three segments of TESS
observations. Bottom panel: the variations of the observable inclinations of
both the inner and outer orbits (red and blue curves, respectively). The cyan
area represents the domain of the (inner) inclination angle where regular, two-
body eclipses may occur, while the two, mostly horizontal, thick black curves
represent the borders of the third-body eclipses. As one can see, the inner
inclination remains continuously well within its eclipsing domain; hence, the
inner EB exhibits permanently deep eclipses. On the other hand, the outer
inclination cyclically reaches, and even intersects, the border of the third-body
eclipsing domain, which leads to very shallow, grazing, and even disappearing
third-body eclipses from time to time.

noting is the different shapes of the ETV curves during
the three epochs of the TESS observations (Figure 6). This is
also the direct consequence of the apsidal motion of both orbits
(and hence the variations in the parameters wiy o), Which
can be seen using the analytic formulae of T. Borkovits
et al. (2015).

We are able to come full circle with the photodynamical
modeling of the system by examining the system SED. In
Figure 9 we show how the measured SED points from the blue
out to the 10 yum Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer 3 band,
after correcting for the extreme interstellar extinction, are fit by
model spectra for the four massive stars. In particular, we
compare the dereddened SED points to theoretical passband
magnitudes taken from the PARSEC isochrone grids. These are
in substantial agreement. We also overlay the theoretical
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Figure 9. Cumulative SED of the TIC 290061484 system. Red circles
represent the (dereddened) catalog passband magnitudes that were used in the
SED fitting part of the joint photodynamical analysis. Blue squares stand for
the theoretical passband magnitudes interpolated from the PARSEC isochrone
grids. For comparison we plotted the theoretical ATLAS model atmosphere
SEDs (F. Castelli & R. L. Kurucz 2003) for the entire system (thick black line
representing the cumulative SED) and for the individual stars (thin red line: star
B; thin blue line: star Aa; thin green line: stars Ab and C).

10716 |
0.1

ATLAS model atmosphere SEDs of F. Castelli & R. L. Kurucz
(2003), showing the contributions of the four individual stars
and of the total system light.

Finally, we note that the sky-projected separation of the
outermost orbit is ~12 au. This is considerably smaller than the
~30 au lower limit constraint achieved by the speckle imaging
observations discussed above. Thus, while we cannot resolve
the fourth star, at least we know that there is no fifth star
present on an even wider orbit.

6. Summary and Discussion
6.1. System Properties

In this work we reported the discovery of a new triply
eclipsing triple-star system, TIC 290061484, first detected in
TESS data. The system is remarkable for several reasons. First,
it has the shortest outer orbital period (24.498 +0.005 days,
long-term average period) of any known triple-star system by
quite a wide margin. Second, it has a low ratio of
Pout/Pin=13.7 and thus is highly dynamically interactive.
Last but not least, the system exhibits many of the standard
dynamical interactions, as well as several aspects that require
follow-up observations and analysis for a more comprehensive
understanding.

All of the system parameters, including those of all four stars
and all three orbits, that we were able to derive from the
photodynamical modeling are presented in Table 3.

6.2. Interesting Dynamical Interactions

Here we summarize the interactions that distinguish the TIC
290064184 triple system from others where the center of mass
of the binary is in a simple, unperturbed, eccentric Keplerian
orbit about the tertiary star. The triple system consists of a
binary of total mass 13 M, in an eccentric orbit with a nearly
8 M, tertiary star. The triple’s orbit has a mutual inclination
angle (i.e., between the plane of the binary and that of the
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triple) of ~9° and an eccentricity of 0.2. The ETVs on the inner
binary exhibit small LTTE delays and substantial dynamical
delays with the period of the outer triple orbit of 24.5 days (see
Figure 6). As discussed in Section 5.1, these dynamical delays
are primarily due to physical changes in the binary period
induced by the presence of the tertiary on its eccentric orbit.
The dynamical delays have an amplitude of ~9 minutes and
vary in a quasi-sinusoidal manner. There is dynamically forced
apsidal motion of the inner binary and outer triple orbits on
timescales of ~2.8 and ~15.7 yr, respectively (see Section 5.1).
A small but nonnegligible contribution to the binary’s apsidal
motion is from the classical tidal effect. There is also
dynamically forced precession of the orbital planes on cones
of half width 198 and 8°5 for the binary and outer triple orbit,
respectively. The timescale for these precessions is ~2.4 yr (see
Section 5.1). These result in dramatic eclipse depth variations
for the tertiary eclipses.

Dynamical simulations indicate that the EB eclipses will
continue for millennia, while the tertiary eclipses will range
from prominent to barely grazing on the same timescales (see
Figures 7 and 8). The behavior of the eclipses on longer
timescales depends on the still-uncertain configuration of the
outermost orbit. For the best-fit photodynamical solution
presented here, the EB eclipses do not stop, while the tertiary
eclipses last for ~30,000 outer periods, cease for the next
~35,000 outer periods, and then start again.

The long-term ETV curve (see Figure 6) shows an LTTE
variation of amplitude ~18 minutes, which is unexplained in
the context of the triple system. For this reason, among a
couple of others related to the light curve and SED fitting, we
invoked the presence of a fourth star in the system (in a 24141
configuration) with an outermost period of ~3300 days. With
that, the model for the long-term ETV curve is fit very well.

Continuous monitoring of the ETVs might reveal some
higher-order, smaller-amplitude perturbations that we have not
yet explored. Especially interesting would be perturbations on
the intermediate timescale between the outer orbit of less than a
month and the longer-timescale apse-node perturbations.

6.3. Predictions of Future Eclipses

As one can see from Figure 6, the long-term ETV curve,
dominated by the LTTE contribution of the orbit of the triple
around the fourth star, is uncertain because of the relatively
sparse sampling and a total observational baseline that is only
~60% of the period of the outermost orbit (2730 days).
Therefore, it would be extremely helpful to have continued
ground-based follow-up observations of this object. Measured
times of primary and secondary eclipses are always helpful, but
the times of just a few third-body eclipses over the next couple
of years will allow the photodynamical model to be updated in
a meaningful way.

In Table 5 we list the midtimes of all 33 outer eclipses
predicted by the photodynamics model for the next 500 days
and deeper than Am > 0.1 mag. Any observations of these
eclipses would be very helpful, and we will update our
photodynamics model accordingly as new eclipse times are
provided.

The eclipse depths are also listed in Table 5. Two-thirds
of the third-body eclipses are expected to be more than 5%
deep, and these should be readily observable with amateur
telescopes.
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Table 5

Predicted Third-body Eclipse Events for the Next 500 Days
Midtime Width Depth Midtime Width Depth
(BJD — 10)* (deg) (A mag) (BID — 10)* (deg) (A mag)
500.9 0.3 0.028 893.0" 0.1 0.136
549.9 0.2 0.011 893.1 0.3 0.135
697.3 0.2 0.017 907.4 0.1 0.014
746.0" 0.1 0.030 907.9 0.4 0.103
746.3 0.3 0.022 917.3 0.2 0.044
770.7 0.4 0.055 917.7 0.3 0.161
795.1 0.3 0.045 931.8 0.2 0.026
810.1 0.3 0.026 932.2 0.2 0.071
819.5" 0.1 0.053 941.7 0.3 0.078
819.7 0.4 0.075 942.1 0.2 0.101
834.5 0.2 0.036 956.1 0.3 0.034
843.8 0.2 0.022 956.8" 0.5 0.095
844.2 0.3 0.110 966.5" 0.9 0.209
868.3 0.2 0.032 981.2" 0.9 0.187
868.6 0.2 0.075 990.8 0.2 0.075
883.1, 0.1 0.068 991.2 0.4 0.191
883.4 0.5 0.097
Note.

 The reference time is —2,460,000; asterisks denote third-body events that are
superposed with regular two-body eclipses.

6.4. Comparison with Previous Observations of Triples

Compared to the collection of 33 compact triply eclipsing
triples discussed in S. A. Rappaport et al. (2024, see their
Figure 22), TIC 290061484 stands out mostly for the
substantially higher masses of its components, as well as
the very short outer period. Most of the stellar masses in the
systems discussed in S. A. Rappaport et al. (2024) are in the
range of 1-3 M, with a typical value of ~2 M. In contrast,
the three stars in TIC 290061484 each have a mass above
6 M. Aside from that, the inner and outer mass ratios (g;, and
qou) for TIC 2900661484 are consistent with those of the
S. A. Rappaport et al. (2024) collection. Likewise, the outer
orbital eccentricity of TIC 290061484 (0.2) is rather typical.
The 9° mutual orbital inclination angle of TIC 290061484 is
exceeded by only 3 of 33 systems discussed in S. A. Rappaport
et al. (2024). As highlighted here, the outer orbital period is
shorter, by far, than for any other triple system known at the
time of writing.

We note that the other noteworthy close triple involving
massive stars is TIC 470710327 (N. L. Eisner et al. 2022),
where the inner and outer periods are 1.1 and 52 days,
respectively. The system contains a tertiary of ~15 M, and an
inner binary of total mass ~12 M. In this case, as a slight
exception to the general rule that we have found for several
dozen triples with less massive stars, TIC 470710327 has
Gour = 1.25+0.18, ie., marginally =>1. As discussed in
N. L. Eisner et al. (2022), such massive stars are undoubtedly
headed toward a Type II supernova during some future phase
of the evolution of this system.

6.5. Searches for Triples with Even Shorter Periods

The discovery of TIC 290061484 with an outer orbital
period of only 24.5 days, after the previously shortest period of
33 days (for A Tau) had stood for 68 yr, raises the intriguing
question of whether even more compact triple systems are
possible. In order to have shorter outer periods, such systems
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must (i) be able to form in the first place and (ii) be long-term
dynamically stable.

To check the long-term dynamical stability of triple systems,
which is a minimum requirement, we make use of the stability
criteria for nearly coplanar triple systems summarized by
S. Mikkola (2008). In particular, we use the formalism of
R. A. Mardling & S. J. Aarseth (2001), expressed in terms of
the orbital periods:

Mrip)l/lo(l + eout)3/5 P, 1)

bin -
Mbin (1 - eout)g/s "

If we ignore the very weak dependence on mass and take ey,
to be 0.2, as representative (and equal to the outer eccentricity
in TIC 290061484), this expression comes to

Puip = 7.8 Ppin .

Puip = 4.7(

2

For TIC 290061484, P,,= 13.66 P;,, and thus the system
should be long-term dynamically stable with room to spare. If
we reduce both periods of TIC 290061484 in half, we would
have a perfectly conventional 0.9-day inner binary and 12-day
outer period, which is similarly stable. Even outer periods of
8-10 days seem not implausible to contemplate.

6.6. Formation Scenarios

Close binary companions cannot form in situ
(A. P. Boss 1986; M. R. Bate 1998). Stellar companions
instead fragment on protostellar disk or molecular core scales
beyond a > 10 au and subsequently migrate inward, probably
through circumbinary disk/envelope accretion whereby the
orbital energy is dissipated into the surrounding gas
(M. R. Bate et al. 2002; M. Moe & K. M. Kratter 2018;
A. Tokovinin & M. Moe 2020; S. S. R. Offner et al. 2023).
Extremely compact triples likely form through a specific
sequence of two fragmentation episodes and substantial
circumbinary /triple accretion. Circumtriple accretion tends to
dampen the eccentricities and reduce the mutual inclination of
the orbits (M. R. Bate et al. 2010; M. R. Bate 2012), which are
necessary ingredients in maintaining dynamical stability while
hardening toward an extremely compact configuration (see
above).

Moreover, as a binary migrates inward, most of the mass
from the circumbinary disk is accreted by the companion,
thereby driving the mass ratio toward unity (B. D. Farris et al.
2014; M. D. Young & C. J. Clarke 2015). Close solar-type
binaries exhibit an excess of twins with ¢ =0.96-1.00
(A. A. Tokovinin 2000; M. Moe & R. Di Stefano 2017; see
Figure 14 in K. El-Badry et al. 2019) and a deficit of ¢ < 0.1
companions known as the brown dwarf desert (D. Grether &
C. H. Lineweaver 2006). Toy models of disk fragmentation,
inward disk migration, and circumbinary disk accretion can
successfully reproduce the observed brown dwarf desert and
measured 25% twin fraction within P < 100 days (A. Tokovi-
nin & M. Moe 2020).

An ultracompact triple like TIC 290061484  with
P, =24.6days requires a delicate, fine-tuned, multistaged
formation process. If the companions fragment too late, the
remaining gas in the surrounding disk/envelope would be
insufficient to harden the components. Conversely, if the inner
binary undergoes inward disk migration that is too efficient, the
pair will merge during the pre-MS. Similarly, if the tertiary
migrates inward too quickly relative to the inner binary, the
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triple can become gravitationally unstable (see Equation (1)),
which typically results in the least massive component being
thrown to large separations or ejected entirely (M. Valtonen &
H. Karttunen 2006; M. Moe & K. M. Kratter 2018).

We compile a list of 44 compact triples with Py, < 300 days
and measured component masses, including the triply eclipsing
triples in Figure 1 and slightly misaligned triples that have
noneclipsing tertiaries (T. Borkovits et al. 2022b; B. P. Powell
et al. 2022b; N. L. Eisner et al. 2022; P. Gaulme et al. 2022;
J. A. Orosz 2023; T. Borkovits & T. Mitnyan 2023; A. Moh-
arana et al. 2024, T. Borkovits et al., 2024, in preparation). We
exclude ATau because the inner binary is an evolved,
semidetached Algol that has widened its orbit as the subgiant
donor has transferred most of its mass to the MS accretor. We
count nine extremely compact triples with P, < 50 days, of
which eight have P;, = 0.8—1.8 days, including TIC 290061484
(the single exception is TIC 2421327789 with P;, = 5.1 days).
Most extremely compact triples therefore have inner binaries
that migrated to extremely close separations while narrowly
avoiding a merger. In particular, the inner binary of
TIC 290061484 contains early-type components, currently
R=3R, but likely R ~5 R, during the embedded pre-MS
phase, and thus just barely escaped overfilling its Roche lobe.

It should be noted that 96% of very close binaries with
P < 3 days are in triples (A. Tokovinin et al. 2006). It was
originally speculated that the tertiary played an active role in
hardening the inner binary via Kozai-Lidov cycles and tidal
friction (L. G. Kiseleva et al. 1998; D. Fabrycky & S. Trema-
ine 2007). However, M. Moe & K. M. Kratter (2018)
demonstrated that most triples do not have the necessary
orbital configurations to dynamically harden the inner binary to
very short periods. Moreover, the timescales of dynamical
hardening and tidal friction are too long to reproduce the
observed population of young pre-MS binaries with P < 3
days, and thus they concluded that most very close binaries
must derive from inward migration in a gaseous disk/envelope
during the pre-MS phase. A. Tokovinin & M. Moe (2020)
subsequently explained the common origin responsible for the
observed correlation between very close binaries and their large
triple-star fraction. The formation and migration of a binary to
very short periods require a massive disk/envelope, and such a
massive disk/envelope is also more likely to fragment twice,
thereby forming a triple. Similarly, the formation and migration
of an ultracompact triple like TIC 290061484 required an even
more massive disk/envelope, which was prone to fragment into
the compact 2+1+1 quadruple that we see today.

The average mutual inclination of triples/quadruples
increases with increasing separation (A. Tokovinin 2017a).
The outer component in TIC 290061484 is probably more
misaligned than the ultracompact triple. In fact, given the
measurement uncertainties in our photodynamical fit (see
Table 3), the quaternary could conceivably have a sufficiently
large mutual inclination iy, > 39° to excite Kozai-Lidov
cycles in the tertiary, potentially responsible for its 9°
misalignment with respect to the inner binary. However, the
outer component cannot be so inclined to cause substantial
pumping of the tertiary’s eccentricity. The tertiary must remain
below e < 0.38 to remain dynamically stable according to
Equation (1), and thus the outer component must have
imut S 45° (quadrupole-order approximation; Equation (20) in

~

S. Naoz 2016).
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Figure 10. Outer vs. inner mass ratios for compact triples with P, < 300
days. We highlight the nine extremely compact triples with P,,, < 50 days (red
plus signs), including TIC 290061484 (red asterisk), and we bracket their two
main islands (dotted red lines). A triple where the tertiary is the most massive
component lies above the dashed line.

The unique channel of circumtriple accretion that hardens a
triple to below P, < 50 days imprints a unique signature on
its mass ratios g;, = Map/Maa and gou = Mp/(Maa + Map). In
Figure 10, we display the inner and outer mass ratios for our 44
triples with Py, < 300 days and measured component masses
(two with g;, < 0.45 fall off the plot because they are to the left
of the displayed domain). Of our nine extremely compact
triples with P, < 50 days, all but one (TIC 332521671) have
inner mass ratios that span a narrow interval g;, = 0.85-0.96.
The inner binaries are relatively near equal mass but not quite
true twins. As discussed in A. Tokovinin & M. Moe (2020),
twins must have initially fragmented early in their formation
process and experienced significant circumbinary disk accre-
tion. Of our 44 triples with P, < 300 days, 9 (20%) have g;,
> 0.96, consistent with the observed 25% twin fraction among
all very close solar-type binaries. The components of the inner
binaries in extremely compact triples must have also
fragmented relatively early and experienced substantial cir-
cumbinary disk accretion to exceed g;, > 0.85. However, the
presence and hardening of the compact outer tertiary
interrupted the final accretion toward twin status, and thus
extremely compact triples have inner binaries that mostly span
qin = 0.85-0.96.

The majority (7/9) of the extremely compact triples have
Gout = 0.50-0.75. As a low-mass tertiary migrates inward and
accretes most of the mass from the circumtriple disk, the outer
mass ratio increases. Just as there is a desert of close brown
dwarf companions below g < 0.1, there is a desert of tertiaries
below gou < 0.5 within P, < 50 days. Conversely, it is more
difficult to harden a companion that is already a twin. In the
A. Tokovinin & M. Moe (2020) model, most of the inward disk
migration occurs when g < 0.2, and the migration halts once
the companion accretes to ¢ = 1. It is thus not surprising that all
known triples with go, = 0.75-1.0 have tertiaries that remain
beyond P, > 50 days.

Disk fragmentation, inward migration, and circumtriple disk
accretion can only form triples with g, < 1 (A. Tokovinin &
M. Moe 2020), and indeed the majority of compact triples have
gour < 1. The three outliers with massive tertiaries spanning
Gour = 1.3-3.0 in Figure 10 are KOI-126, HD 181068, and
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TIC 470710327. The latter has an outer tertiary with
P,y = 52 days, marginally wider than our extremely compact
triples arbitrarily defined as those with P, < 50 days. These
three systems mirror the main population of extremely compact
triples but with inverted outer mass ratios, i.e., the inner binary
components are similar in mass with g;, = 0.85-0.96, suggest-
ing significant circumbinary disk accretion. The outer pairs of
these three systems with g,, > 1 likely formed via core
fragmentation. Both KOI-126 and TIC 470710327 have modest
outer eccentricities ey, = 0.3, further indicating a dynamical
origin whereby the tertiary fragmented on larger core scales.

A larger sample of compact triples with g, > 1 is needed to
better understand their formation. Fortunately, our main island
of extremely compact triples, including TIC 290061484, is
better constrained. Circumbinary accretion hardened the inner
binary to P;, =0.8-1.8 days and g;, = 0.85-0.96, and circum-
triple accretion hardened the tertiary to P,, < 50 days and
Gour = 0.50-0.75, all while maintaining dynamical stability and
avoiding a merger of the inner binary.

In Appendix B we simulate the formation of a very large
population of multistellar systems, and we show that there is
only one ultracompact triple like TIC 290061484 for every
~1.3 million star systems. We also estimate that for every triple
like TIC 290061484 that could successfully thread the needle
of migrating to Py, =25 days while maintaining dynamical
stability, there were likely 10* triples that became disrupted
during their formation process.

6.7. Long-term Dynamical Stability

Based on the analytic fitting formulae for long-term
dynamical stability in triple systems (see Equation (1)), the
triple subsystem of TIC 290061484 has a ratio of P,,/P;, that
is nearly twice that required for stability (~13.7 vs. 7.8). The
outermost orbit is comfortably stable as well, with a ratio of
Pou/ Py that is more than seven times larger than the minimum
allowed ratio of ~18.6.

For completeness, we numerically integrated the orbits of
TIC 290061484 over the next 1 million years (~15 million
outer orbits), utilizing the REBOUND N-body code (H. Rein &
S.-F. Liu 2012), utilizing REBOUNDX for the treatment of tidal
effects (D. Tamayo et al. 2020), and using the best-fit
parameters from the photodynamical solution as initial
conditions at the reference time. The configuration of the
system as seen from above is shown in the top panels of
Figure 11 for 1, 10, 100, and 1000 outer orbits (~25, ~250,
~2500, and ~25,000 days, respectively), showcasing the
relatively rapid precession of the inner and outer orbits.

The dynamical evolution of the system’s orbital parameters
over the course of 100,000 outer orbits is shown in the bottom
panels of Figure 11. The inner and outer semimajor axes
oscillate by no more than ~1.5% and ~0.7%, respectively. The
eccentricity of the inner/outer orbits does not exceed ~0.03/
0.21, respectively. As seen from the figure, the most notable
oscillations are in the inner and outer inclinations, where the
former varies by up to ~32° (i.e., from 68° to 100°). Overall,
the simulations demonstrate that, indeed, the orbital architec-
ture of the system remains largely unchanged, without any
indications for chaotic motion for the duration of the numerical
integrations.
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Figure 11. Top and middle panels: orbital configuration of TIC 290061484 as seen from above the outer orbital plane over the course of 1, 10, 100, and 1000 triple
orbits (top left, top right, middle left, and middle right panels, respectively). The individual components are color-coded as indicated in the legend. The observer is in
the x-y plane, looking along the y-direction. To highlight the rapid orbital precession of the triple subsystem, the top left, top right, and middle left panels are shown in
the center-of-mass reference frame of that system. The middle right panel is shown in the center-of-mass reference frame of the entire quadruple system. Bottom
panels: dynamical evolution of the system over the course of 100,000 triple orbits (~2.5 million days) showing the semimajor axes (left), eccentricity (middle), and
inclination (right) for the inner binary (red) and for the outer tertiary (blue). The parameters are plotted once a day for viewing purposes. There are no indications for
chaotic motion, and the system is dynamically stable for the duration of the integrations.

6.8. Future Evolution of the TIC 290061484 System

Currently, star B fills some 11% of its Roche lobe in the
outer orbit of the triple, while star Aa fills 54% of its Roche
lobe in the inner binary. Thus, it is something of a
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competition as to whether star B, which is 12% more
massive than Aa but fills far less of its Roche lobe, will start
to transfer mass to the inner binary before Aa, which fills a
larger fraction of its Roche lobe in the inner binary, starts
mass transfer to Ab.
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Figure 12. MIST radius evolution vs. time for the four stars in the TIC
290061484 system (the MIST tracks are from B. Paxton et al. 2011,
2013, 2015; A. Dotter 2016; J. Choi et al. 2016; and B. Paxton et al. 2018). The
system is currently ~14 Myr old (marked with an arrow). The most massive
star, B, will ascend the giant branch at ~36 Myr and begin to transfer mass to
the inner binary (blue circle) shortly before star Aa fills its Roche lobe in the
inner binary (~45 Myr; green circle). What may happen during both of the
mass transfer events is described in Section 6.8.

80

In Figure 12 we show the evolution of the stellar radii for all
four stars as a function of time. Stars B and Aa ascend the giant
branch at ages 36 and 48 Myr, respectively. However, after
36 Myr, when star B will overflow its Roche lobe in the outer
orbit, star B will have an evolved radius of close to 4.2 R, and
will be filling 75% of its Roche lobe while orbiting star Ab. It
does appear that star B will be the first to overflow its Roche lobe
and commence mass transfer onto the inner binary.

For the case of the tertiary overflowing its Roche lobe first,
we look to the work of N. de Vries et al. (2014) for guidance,
who modeled mass transfer in several much wider triples
(including ¢ Tau with P, = 145 days). The authors found that
most of the mass transferred from the tertiary to the inner
binary was ejected from the system without accreting onto the
inner binary and that the ejected matter left the system from the
L2 and L3 points. If, indeed, the tertiary star in TIC 290061484
evolves to fill its Roche lobe first and this is followed by the
loss of its entire envelope, it will leave behind a ~2 M
remnant core.

The inner binaries in the N. de Vries et al. (2014)
calculations tended to shrink by some 5%-10% during the
early part of the mass transfer process. In the context of TIC
290061484, this would drive the inner EB, with a current
orbital period of 1.792 days, nearly into Roche lobe contact.
Either the inner binary would be driven into actual Roche lobe
contact by the episode of the tertiary transferring mass, or,
within a few megayears thereafter, star Aa will naturally evolve
to Roche lobe overflow via its nuclear evolution. Therefore,
sooner or later, mass transfer within the inner binary will occur.
Such mass transfer is likely to lead to the production of a
merged star that is ~12.9 M, and massive enough to undergo a
Type 1I supernova.

However, before doing that, the merged inner binary will
have expanded more than sufficiently to overflow its Roche
lobe in the outer binary and engulf the tertiary star. The
latter event would not unbind the envelope of the now merged
12.9 M, star whose envelope star B is entering, and the merged
system would further evolve as a 15 M, star, leaving behind a
neutron star.
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This is a long, complex, and interesting road to the formation
of an isolated neutron star!
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Appendix A
Eclipse Times for the Inner 1.792-day Binary in TIC
290061484

Table 6 tabulates the midtimes of the regular binary
eclipses of TIC 290061484 during the six sectors of TESS
observations. Primary eclipses are designated by integer
cycle numbers, while secondary eclipses have half-integer
values.
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Appendix B
Population Synthesis of Compact Multiples

The toy model of A. Tokovinin & M. Moe (2020) not only
simulates close binaries but also synthesizes compact triples and 2
+1+1 quadruples while accounting for pre-MS mergers and
disruptions as a result of dynamical instability. In their model, a
brown dwarf companion fragments from the cool outer disk near
a=200au, the expected seed mass and location of disk
fragmentation (K. Kratter & G. Lodato 2016). The binary
subsequently accretes from a circumbinary disk, driving the
companion inward and increasing the mass ratio. Mass accretion
and inward migration are treated in a stochastic manner, thereby
producing a variety of multiple-star systems but with clear
correlations, e.g., very close companions that underwent sig-
nificant circumbinary accretion are more likely to be twins. In
their model, the protostellar disk can fragment at random times
and more than once during the main accretion phase, producing a
rich diversity of binaries, triples, and quadruples.

To gain insight into the rarity of TIC 290061484, we run the
po;l)ulation synthesis code of A. Tokovinin & M. Moe (2020) for
10" systems. Instead of assuming circular orbits, we draw outer
components from a uniform eccentricity distribution across
eout = 0.0-0.8, consistent with the observed eccentricity distribu-
tion of companions beyond P > 20 days that have not been tidally
circularized (A. Tokovinin 2014; M. Moe & R. Di Stefano 2017).
We then impose the eccentricity-dependent stability criterion of
Equation (1) and assume that outer components that migrate
within this limit are ejected. We adopt the baseline solar-type
model parameters from A. Tokovinin & M. Moe (2020), except
that we set the input parameter that regulates the probability of
disk fragmentation to f,;, =0.12, which reproduces several
observed properties of solar-type multiples. Specifically, this
model yields a very close binary fraction within P < 10 days of
2%, a binary fraction within P < 1,000 days of 11%, and a triple
fraction within P, < 10,000 days of 0.3%.

In our simulation, the fractions of final systems with tertiaries
below Poy < 300, 50, and 25 days are 7 x 107>, 6 x 107, and
8 x 107, respectively (see Figure 13). These results roughly
match the observed ratios 59:9:1 in our current sample,29
demonstrating that the A. Tokovinin & M. Moe (2020) toy
model can approximately reproduce the tertiary period
distribution of compact triples. About 0.3% of our simulated
systems resulted in pre-MS mergers, and another 0.8% were
triples that became dynamically disrupted. Indeed, the forma-
tion of an ultracompact triple is a delicate process. For every
triple like TIC 290061484 that survived the hurdle of
maintaining dynamical stability while migrating to Py,
< 25days, we expect ~10* triples to become dynamically
unstable and disrupted during their formation process. More
compact configurations are possible but substantially rarer.
The tightest triple in our simulation of 10’ systems has
P, = 10 days, consistent with our discussion in Section 6.5.

Our simulation predicts that there is one ultracompact triple
like TIC290061484 for every 1.3 million star systems.
Accounting for the 10% probability that the tertiary is oriented
across i ~84°-96° to be detected as a triply eclipsing triple,
then TIC 290061484 represents a unique object out of ~13
million systems. Given the finite sensitivity and selection biases

2% We have added 15 additional triples to the set of 44 systems shown in
Figure 10 with P, < 300 days but without individually measured component
masses. This brings the total number of compact triples in our sample to 59
objects.
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Figure 13. Cumulative distributions of tertiary periods P, for the simulated
population (black) and 59 observed compact triples with P, < 300 days (red).

of TESS, it is thus not surprising that it required searching
through ~100 million stars and ~1 million EBs to find a rare
ultracompact triple such as TIC 290061484.

Our simulation also yielded 47 2+1+1 quadruples (Fqyuaqa ~
5 x 107°). The observed quadruple fraction of solar-type stars
is considerably larger at 4% (A. Tokovinin 2014). Wider
companions more likely derive from core fragmentation
(A. Tokovinin 2017b), which is not encapsulated in the
A. Tokovinin & M. Moe (2020) toy model of disk
fragmentation, migration, and accretion. Indeed, the formation
of the relatively common 2+2 quadruple architecture requires
that the outer pair first formed via core fragmentation and then
both of the resulting protostellar disks could subsequently
fragment.

Of the six 2+1+1 quadruples in our simulation with Pg,aq
< 30,000 days, all have extremely compact tertiaries with Py
< 300days. As discussed above, formation of very close
binaries requires substantial migration in a massive disk/
envelope, which is also more prone to fragment twice into a
triple system. Similarly, the formation and migration of
extremely compact triples with P < 50 days require an even
more massive disk/envelope, which is more likely to fragment
three times into a 24141 quadruple. It is therefore not
surprising that TIC 290061484, the most compact triple yet
discovered, also contains an additional component at P =
3200 days.
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